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Ankara, Febroary 18, 1940
12135 p.m.

M. SFROET WIERATIOV, First Secretary of
Russian Ecbasay,

%r. I.A. HIRSCHMANN, Attachd, Anerican
Erbasny.

Ur. Mikhailov received me cordially and asied shout my status
and work. I told him that I was one of ¥r. Steimbhardb!s Attachds
dolng, among other things, thes Job of exploring the possibility of
‘ rescuing scme of the innccent victl-s of Fasclaz. I related to
him cur goverrment's pew especlal and icclalwe inkerest in this
subjest. He knew about the War BEsfuges Board and ite set—up.

He sxpressed sympathy with ths afforts geosrally. I explainsd
to him the new bottlsnsok sitwstion which hod developsd in Bulgearia
and asked if his goverreenk as a frisndly ally would do us the
sarvice of securing information zs to whab led to the rocent
change in Lhe situation in Pulgaria. T ezpheslsed the fact that
wa were not remesking any action whatewer relsting to this ait—
uation on the part of the Eoasian Govemment but wished thelir help
through their repressntatives preasatly dealing wlth the Bulgarian
Government's representatives in ascertaining this information,
which we wish to relay back te Washinston.

Fe asked LIf T could plve his some [ipurss and facts ralating
to the background of ths situatisn in a memorandus, which I asid T
would be glad to do, slther from our Asbassador or my=alfl, today.
He stated; howewsr, thet the relatlonshdp between the Russian 2nd
Bulgarian Covernments was under no circu:stazces cordial; in fact
they were rather delicate and strained; ™ do not invite them
to our fonctions, and vice vorsa. ALl our interchenses are extrormsly
formal. In Sofia they watch and follom all ouwr psople day and night.”

I interposed that the laformatlon which we weres aseking sight
already be exposed &s a publio gatter snd might nobt require any
direot appreachy that the Fasclsts and Lheir setellites have not
made a point of being bashful or timld in making public thelir
intentions and actions agalnst zinoritles; and that his Asbassador
there might now have this information nithout the neceasity of
going directly to the Bulgarisns on the subject. He sald he would
have to take up the matter with hls Acbsssador after recsiving oy
lotter and that they would try Yo ascertain the best cauns of
securing the lnflormatlon; althougn he felt that in dealing with
the Bulgarian Usverr=sat in any saaner it would require aanction
from Moscow.
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need [or inmediste sotlon; elaso thebt
slly and committed to collaboration with U4
and WERRA had already adopted and implemsnted their own policy of
assistance in participation with the relief and rescus organisatlons.
Ve

Liws Turks for a ship to evacuats reftugsss [rog Consbanss. I repiled
that I knew only of thalr approach to us on thle subject and that

wa wors taldng steps mith cuk government to investigate the powsi-
bllitles of sasrantselcg the replacessat of the ship in the event of
an secidant ean routs which they seemed Lo fear. [He seemed to think
the lattar was an emsuse, stating that with Red Cross protectionm

they had ncthing to fear. I pominded hle that scco = d;s had recantly
gons down but he tooh-poohed this. fle sald that the Turiks were
uanecsszarily fearful and could easily offer a ship if they santed

ts. Y2 2zuld 3ea no peason for owr havlag to offer a replacecant; ¥
23 he =a3 accustomad to thelr niggardly amd bl ht attditude.

Yo laft cith his reaswed proelse bto try wad hels in this or
any sl=llsr situstlon relatlng to Hagl vietlom. [lie added lamanta-—

ticns ragarding the dullaess of 1ifs 1o Andmra aflter two and & halfl
years o "captive."

Ira A. Hirachrosn
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American Consulate General
Jerusalem, Palestine

Optober 6, 1844

Memorandum of Conversation with
Kr. Mikhailov, First Secretary

of the Soviet Embasey, Arkara,

Ootober 3, 1944.

In order to pay my respects and eay "au revolr" to the
Ruegian Ambassador and his First Seocretary with whom I had
been conferring at the request of the War Refugee Board during
my inoumbency in Ankara, I vieited the Soviet Embessy by appolnt-
ment on Tuesday, October 3, at 11:30 a.m. The ambaseador was
111 at home, and I spoke for an hour informally with Mikhallov
with whom I had been conferring from time to time following my
convereations with the Bulgarian and Rumanian ministere and the
Hungarian counsul.

The conversation covered general lines without any special
disclosures except the following:

1. Mikhallov asserted that he was happy that he had ad-
vieed me not to take the Bagrianov Government too eeriocusly,
that it was playing with the Nazie, and that the Soviet in-
tention to eventually override it was implied in his previcus
comversations. He referred to the freedom from Boviet direction
with which this new Bulgarian Government wae permitted to operate,
and he referred, of course, to the complete reinstatement of
the Jewieh citizens and 2ll minorities which, he emphasized, was
part of the Soviet polioy.



R

mmmnmmnmm

Mikhailov stated that the Soviet Government had watohed the
work of Balabgnoff with interest and sympathy and that a=zong all
officiale of the former Governments who were dieposed of Balabanoff
wag saved for future usefulness.

He referred, in the same manner, to Oretzanu, Minister to
Turkey from Rumania, whose gympathlies and abllities he also lauded.
He stated thet it wae his opinion that the Board had worked wisely
in taking these two ministers into our confidence, ae they have
demonetrated that thelr sympathles and actione heve been consletently
though oarefully cpposed to the Nazl superimposition in thelr respec-
tive countries.

He referred to the swithdrawal® of the militery miesions of
the British and Americans from Bulgaria with the statement that
nehe Turks have played up thie incident and made 1t political
tfaret; the Turks are horrible peopla®.

Early in the conversatlon, ¥ikhailov meked whether I had any
opinion on the Arab Gonference, which was currently in geBeion,
with relation to Palestine. I replied that 1 wae not familiar
with the Feagsons for the convocatlon of the Oonference or the complex
political situation in Palestine, but that I wae planning to spend
three or four days in Palestine with a view %o learning something
more about the country, the pecple and 1te poesibilities; that
Palestine was the one center where it bhad been poesible to send home-
lees refugees; and thet it igterested me me a creative throe in a

world in the process of war.
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Mikhailovr volunteersd that he bad epent some weeks in
Falestine making a etudy and that he wae convinoced that the
country could not justify its aimé as an independent Jewish
State; that it was economically unsound and politically un-
necessary. "With the United States treating ite Jewleh oltizens
as Americans, the British treating its Jewish clitizene as Britaine
and the Soviet treating its Jewish oltizene as Rueslens, there 1s
no neceselty in the future for a separate Jewieh Btate," Mikhailov
gtated. He asked whether I had any opinion regarding the Britlsh
attitude towards the Arabs and the Jews from a political point of
view. T etated that I did not; though I had read a number of con-
flioting articles about this. Mikhailov then adroitly indicated,
by implication rather than by a categorical statement, that the
Eritish skirte might not be entirely clean where the Arab unrest
wae concerned.

I stated that I had read in a magazine, which my memory sug-
gested wae the "Atlantic Monthly®, an article indicating that the
Soviet policy regarding Palestine as an independent Jewish Btate
had recently undergone a change in the direction of favoring auch
a Btate. Mikhailov stated that he did not know of thie artiole
or any propagands tending to suggeet thls change. I then asked
Mikhailov if he could tell me the official position of the Soviet
Government with regard to Palestine. After some hesitatlon, Mik-
hailow stated that the Soviet official position, ae he knew it,
wae opposed to an independent Jewleh State in Palestine in view
af the lack of need for such a etate in the new soclety and poll-
tical orientation that would be developed in the future.
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I gathered from thie gtatement that Mikhailov wee indicating
hig own definite views which unguestionably must have some support
in official circles; although my impression was that the esubjeot
wap one which was undeT conslderation and was probably not olosed
or settled in principle from the Boviet point of view.

1 referred again to the oreative force and contribution that
was apparently being made in Falestine as & good soolety, but these
opinicns apparently fell on barren soll.

After Mikhailov paid hie respedts %o the valor and vigor of
the American Army and ite successors and referred to the impending
drives of the Ruseian Armies which, he said, would culminata on
the date of celebration of November B, at which time all Fueeian
goll would be freed from the Nazl blight, we parted with warm and
friendly ealutaticoné.

Ira A. Hirschmann
soial Attache of Embagsy
of the United Btates of America.
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