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of and

Mr, Harbert Katski of the War Nafugee Board, snd Mr, Ch, Barlas of the Jewish
snd for part of the time, and Raundk

of the Joint Matritution Committes and Moshs Avertuch of the Jewlsh Acency,

The iamulry wes conductad through an interprater,

5
€
i

As both captaing had besn examined proviously, the questioning wes dealgned
(1) to ostablish the ereditability of the version of the sinking as glven W
the afiars ceptaing (2) te elarify certein poists wilch seemad 4o be cuseilonad

The object, frem the pelnt of view of ¥he War fefuges Board, was i determin
&s nearly as nossible the clreumstonces leading to the disaster, and whethsr
or not the digaster was avoidabls, This was designed for purpeses of formulating
its owm policy as to the foasibility ia principle of further see=trensporictisn
for roscus work, Other matters, relating to the safety previslons for passemsers
mnd the organisetion of the veyage:, were mot tho wmbject of the presmt insulry,

The captain of the Haflurs wes recuested to repest the histery of the vayage
of his vessel from the time of 1ts departure from Constanss up to the momemt
of hie rescus by the Dulbul, He hed related this on a previous ccsasion, vhan
ths ¥War Hofugee Noard was not repressntsd, tat which had subsscusntly heen
reported to the Josrd, In mmoary, snd without etering into particulars, the
verslon now given warled from the first, mmd from the reports sads by surviving
Eafiurs peesengers, on so meny fundamental detalls =¢ to egroats deuht regarding
ths creditability of lmpertant elements of the lisficurs eapisin'e report, The
impression gained by Mr, Katskl frem this exsminstion wae that the espiain
protsbly loet his hesd during the incident, nnd vhile oas cannot mseertaln the
axtont to which his sots or failure to net were = contributory esuse to the
sinkcing, we nre not at all convinesd, based upom the eaptrin's somnflicting
testimony and thot which the survivers reported, that the disaster wne mnavoldabli

Eespoctfully submitted,
faf I, A, Birschmesn
I, A, Hirechaann
Speolsl Attache

Septamber 14, 1844
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Aboard the "JOHINA™ was a pllot ordered there by the
Fusanian naval authorities, and the Captain of the "MEFKURE®™
elaims that om his boat were two Fumanian petty-officers, The
Captain of the "MEFKURE" claime that the "MORINA"™ left the har-
bour firet, the "BULIL® second, and the “MEFEUFE®" third., All
boats salled et what he sstimated to be approximately § knote
on a north-sasterly course.

After belng cut one hour motor trouble developed on the
*MEFKUFE® but the boat wae not delayed since 1t waz towed by
ocpe of the three Rumsnian motor torpedo boate which were desig-
nated to escort the three motor-ships to Bulgarian waters. The
repairs on the motor were completed wlthin one hour.

The captain of the MEFEKURE" cleims et the boat contimuied
to sall uneventfully till 5 a.m., of the morning of August 4,
1944, when they sighted a black object about 300 metrer off the
stern of the m/s "MEFKURE". One of the Fumanian sailore iden-
tified thde as & Germen patrol boat. At dawn, the Fumanian nawal
nen aboard the "MEFKURE™ and the other boats were taken off by
the Fumanian motor torpedoc boats. T he captain of the "MEFKURE®
claime that he contimued to follow the course eet by the "M(RINA®;
he eontinued to follow that course even when the moom roee,

The captain of the "MEFKUFE" claims that on August 5, 1944
at 1:10 Fumanian time (2110 Turkish iime), he observed a rocket
explode above the mmst of the "MEFEURE®, (All the survivors
agree that when the rocket expleded, 1t =8 between 12:3C and
12135 Constarta time). After he determined that the rocket wae
not fired from his own boat, the eajtain of the "MEFEURE® elaime
in a report submitted (copy of which is attached hereto) that he
ordered a stop signal holsted mnd that he stopjed hie motor
immedimtely. Acecording to previous interviews it ls mot clear
ae to whether he indionted by signale or otherwise that he had
poen the rockets, He admite, and the survivore confirm it, thet
the "MEFKURE" was completely blacked ocut and that it had no rav-
igation lights, but it ie reported that in a leter interview
the captain claimed that the boat had green and red mavigatlon
lights. He further states that after the firet rocket wae fired
and the ship stopped, he instructed the orew to put on life
belts and gave similar instructions to the passengers: He sald
.11--‘1 ﬂlﬂﬂ'ﬂ w grew b F.t an lifl-hltl -d -d‘ t-h-'. an-
gers understand through interpreter and signs...” At that time
he also recognised a black object some 300 meters behind the
"MEFEURE®, Filve mimites after the flare had exploded, the
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Exhibit (b)
ABSCHRIF?T

Deutsche Irisgsmarine 0, U., den 3 August 1944

BESCHEINIOURG

Der Turk., Mot-Segler "N o r i n a" darf sur einmaligen
Fahrt von Punkt 43 Orsd 43 Min., Nord, 29 Grad 08 Min. Ost
das freie Seegebist mum Bosporus befshren. Die cben angsgebens
Iasnge (29 Orad 08 Mo, Ost) darf unter der Oefahr der
Versenkung eder Aufbringung nieht nach Westen ubersohritten
werden, Auslanftag 3.8.44. Disse Bescheinigung hat mit dem
8.8.44 um 24,00 Uhr ihre Oultigkeit Verleren,

I.A,
Kapitasnleutnant (8)
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Exhibdt (a)

REeport
of British Naval Bxpart
mads svailabls by British Nawval Attashe

and *BULSUL® took place today,

1, Further interregstien of the esptain of "MEFETRE"
2, ALl evidenoe shows that "MEFXUEE® was sunk on August Sth

about 25 miles N.E. of Igneada,
thres)
& 20 a/m sutometic

{or possibly

Istanbul, 22,.8,1944.
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Exhibit (4)

Bayi 1533/7759/8225 8/9,/943

EULRET

16 Beynelwilel isaretler komundaki (W,C,A) gpurutumm
Ingliters blidimeti tarafindan,

(Durums, Filiks sayne etmeyinis. Geminiszi batirmayinis,
Teleis imllammeyinis, Ttant etmessenis ates mencagim manasinds
iullnmiscagi Inglitere Hipfk elcilliginin is'arioe atfen
Hariciys Veksletindem bildirilmistir.

Keyfiyetin deniseilers ilani rica ederim.

MBNAKALAT VEEILI N,

Copde
Code intsrnaticnal des signeux, Commnicetion de la
part du gouvernsmant Britandque:
Les sigmeus (W,C,A) signifient: ttopes. le desconden
jas de chaloups. MNe coules pas voirs mavire, H'utilises pas
votre T.5.F. &5i vous n'cbelsses pae nous ferons feu, Communi-
cation faite par 1'Asbassade Britanique par vole de notre
Minirtere des AfT. Etrangeres.
Friere de commniguer sux ailieux maritimes.
Le min, des Commn,
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wihigh took place batween Ahtapell sad

I

"Pulbul®, and "Mefare®, mummq-—-n.mu
from the part of Comatanma, pafors welghing nnchor the espisine
of all throe uln-hnu.moﬂn-luﬂdt the herbowr
saster of Comstrnpa, who teld ma that eailing orders would be
glven -nw-qﬂlﬁ-ﬂlnﬂﬂhuﬂhm
ﬂhhhnﬂﬂlﬂﬂthﬂhwqm.hﬂdul
be respansible for the consscuenoes,

mmlmﬁ-numl.—l.-d:nmn-.
erilod at wﬂ-tﬂ;lmﬂu-n“m:m
mwﬂn—m*mlﬂnﬂ-rﬂln- troutle, whiah
we ronsired within un-,hnmumnm-nm-tm
bahind, One of the mmenisn soter-torpeds bosts, which I forget
ta mention above, ook ue ints bow, so thet we wars mob laft
hahind the sther two boate,

Pwvan we kopt sniling wntil § a,m, With an ond our comrades
m-mu—-n-luluﬂnfﬂ-.. mmd thres Tumsnlan
privates, Coming on desek after repairing the
Ilﬂﬂjﬂll‘l.lln-ul!m-imfﬂ-
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Tpon thle he snswversd $hat he had no means of btrnaspers for ua
en thet day e thed we would have to stand back becanse of thes,

1 fesl relioved in helng abls 4o place befors your Exsellemay
for your julpsent, the treatsent that 19 levied by Turkish offi-
eglale to the chilirem of this cowntry, ¥g have gone through dle=
agter ¢ming which we fased death nt every m=ent, I onn lemwve L%
to your aesllensy to understend Shat 1 have mot williagly brought
shout tiis event snd te dsolde Lf such tarritle things could be
purpossly bromsht about om s \ﬂ“ll..

bmngry, unshealiersd, nt such & lomsly nlage as Ignesds,

Hr, Hoyder Dog, sns of the potabilities of Ignenda knewn nll over
the world, 4id his nttermacst %o axtand to ma #11 nowesible help,
asting like a father, He phoned to the V¥ali of Kirklsrsll, Kr,
Kagis explaining the sitwation in #ll ite detalle and seccesdsd
in getting un froa, On horssback snf mules, for which I had %o
pay mysali, we srrived =b Tige from whers wo moved sn in the
morning of Augmet 14, and arrived b Hrkoel Stntion i Ti4l
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The Comndttss mrointed by the Hescus Moatns
rovident in Istenbtul to determine the mature and esuses
of the winiclme of the mfs "Mafiure” mekess the fellowing
intarin repart on the basls of intervass with sll the
5 survivors of the shipt

That on or sbout 12,7 a,m,, August 5th, the us
Hafloure” was attacked by n bent er bosts with niecells-
mogus m-Tire sa a result of vhich the mfs "Hefimre® was
sank,

Further investisstiens sro nroceedlng and all
facks are belng fully exnlored, In 4us comress the final
revort will be mbmitted,

Thie interimereovort has the unmaimous concurTencs
of nll mewbers of the Commitiss,

Istonbul 15/8/44
Ch, Harlas
8, Meyerovw
Reuben ¥, fesnik
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Heaides

to
ws reashed
sending a
5
waTe
they did
on this
but
abls to attain our objest in

eratand what wo wanted,

ﬂmmmumwwmpmmmwww

I fesl ashamed to confess, that I finished

don't almd my illegible writing and excuse also oy

gonfused sentences.

the short Sunday stories in the vapsr "Tissentul® in Debrecen.

uy stullos ss s lawysr and that I hawe writien cmece, long ago,

Brether,

Ladisloev Fuelop

Saptesbar 5, 1944

(Translated froc the Hungarian)
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NEFRCOUCED TROM HOLDONGS AT THE FRAMGN 0 ACOSIVELY LIBRARY

The refugees did not appear unhappy, snd many appsared
satisfied with their stay in Istanbul. The 11l and the
wounded & lone will remsin in Turkey at the Isrmelite Hospital

until their domplete recowvery.

In eonclusion, it was the spirit of helpfulness of the
Jews and the metion of the Isreelite Committee, in fawvor of
their co-religlonists, which struck me the most foresfully,
and I believe we will never have any organisation difficultiss
in the cese o new transperts, and the Jewish charitable
societies will be in a position to undertake no matter what task
of this nature.

Flease accept, Dear Sir, the assurance of my warmest regards.

Annexes: 2 recus,
1l note de fraias
Ltqe 205.-, solde deas
montants recus.
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