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Mr, Pehle: Mr, Ira Hirsechmann, whe has been the War Refugee |
..EEF.I at Ankars, Turkey, has been just called bask |
_?uiﬂwfggcnflffuﬂgégﬁ |
_IE.EEEEE...#E%EE. He has been telling me
' something about the way our work has shaped up out thers, and I

" thought seme 'of you would be interested in hearing sbout it. After |
mii-_E-ulnE!rgaﬂ-ﬂ!Epﬁn%- |
have that we can answer,

I just want to say that I am very proud of the work that Mr. _
Hirsehmann has been able to do out there, It is the mest diffiocult
E‘faﬂi&#ﬂlﬁ.ifiw‘sglguinii .
_Eggggﬂiin-ﬂrﬁniéi “

up and all the energy and pressure and sympa thy that could be used,
I thought you would like to hear frem Mr. Hirschmann what the Beard's
activities bave been.

Mr. Hirschmann: Well, I just have a few words to say. As _
long as Mr. Pehls threw a bougquet at me, 1 want te say that I couldn't

Eﬁi-ignr-hﬂ.gﬁﬁl%-%iag |
Eﬂlh!ﬂllﬂpfuﬁ..ﬂnﬂrﬂp!iwﬂ%ii _
were out there aleonms. [
The problem given to me when I went there was to try te _
make Turkey, which was a window into the Balkans, inte a door so as “
%o try te get some of the people that were being pushed around inte *
a place of freedom and security. And we mansged somehow or other to m
_

& rli. .
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get a rumber of them through Turkey and save their lives and give them
'.a:_lhun. |

The thing — the section that we were working on divided
itself into three gcountries. Hungary, of course, now is a subject
that we won't talk about., It is all tied up in the political, cem-
.plu-lmuunm. Rumania and Bulgaria: In Rumania we managed
to bring out a fairly large mmber of pesple, and in Bulgaria we :
brought scme people out but there the political and military situatien |
changed and so we changed our tastics a bit. But what happened was '
that the military and political situation that Mr. Pehle mentioned
om:dnﬂﬂrlﬂlllmmnmmﬂnnrmtIMthn
Turkey became pretty much sealed up as a source of rescus. It may
nplnupminudthlﬂmﬂﬂ.lhu-plmmml,ldn
have left an organization there to function for the Board. I think
th-!.nn.r_q.ntnrtmnnudinhningu-dtnunpupllnl.ﬁn
when a lot of people were being killed is sertainly a valusble thing
| at a time 1ike this in cur histery.
I think that is about all I can say. ,
Question: Have you any estimate of the numbers of people |
' that were brought out through Turkey from all the countries -- the |
total?

Mr. Hirschmann: Yes, I think se.

I do not like to quote a direct figure on that because I
haven't it fresh in my mind. It runs inte thousands.
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Question: Can you tell us a little bit more about the changed |
tastics in Bulgaria, what you were doing there and what happensd |

_hit‘r !
{
|
|

. pretty severe, And the Board changed its strategy there and while

Mr., Hirschmann: Well, in Bulgaria there were a numbsr of
pecple coming out that we were pulling out through a railroad and
a few ships, and it is an extremely difficult job out of war Zones
to do that, and the population of Bulgaria there, the problem of the
minorities and the Jews, ran to something like 45,000 psople that
were being persecuted and were subject to Nuremberg laws, which were

I was there we decided to save the people inside of Bulgaris instead

1
of bringing them out in dribbles. And the Bagrianov Gevernment, |
|
which was then in power, was prevailed upon to call a special session |

of ite parliament — which had been not called, I think, for about
a year — specifically te revoke the anti-Jewlsh laws. And they did

 it, which means that a population of seme 45,000 pecple were reestabli

| reinstated, put back on their feet and given their preperty rights basiq

and given a chance to rebuild their lives and to help rebuild the |
G |
I think that in my report to Mr. Pehle he —- as a matter of J
fact, he suthorized my efforts in that direction, to save the people
inside the eountry instead of taking them out. |
Questlon: Was that action a direct result of the astivities

of the War Refugee Board in Bulgaria?
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they reported that the people had been absolutely restored te their

1
— S — e ———

: {

Jr. Hirschmann: Well, specifically se, yes. Yes, we managed .
hhﬂlt.hi.lunﬂmtnllthhwhllnﬂnaofwumth- '
gether for that purpese. It wasn't the only thing it did but it did
revoke the laws, These people today — I had a report just before 1
hnrmmnrtmuumpupumm;mmmm

full righta; they were entirely free people, free to move;j their
funds had been unlocked; they were fres to exercise any profession,
go into any business, schools, and so forth.
Question: When was that session of the parliament called?
Mr. Hirschmann: I think that was soms time in the latter part |
of August.
Question: This August? |
Mr. Hirschmann: TYes.
Mr, Penle: Tes. _
Question: Just why and how has the situation changed in Turkey |
so that you can no longer operate through there as you did?
Mr. Hirschmann: Well, the situation hasn't changed in Turkey.
The change in the Balkans, in Bulgaria. Bulgaria and Humania are
not allies of the Germans any more and there are military zones.
Question: There 1ls no need to bring people cut of there now?
Mr, Hirschmannt On the whole, I would say not. i
Question: Well, Mr. Hirschmamn, do you intend te go back to
Turkey again? |
Mr, Hirschmann: I think Mr. Pehle can answer that.
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Mr. Pehle: No, We called Mr, Hirschmann back because the
astive work in that area is over. Ve still have people out there
to follow up on what is 1eft but the big job in Turkey that can be
done through Turkey is over with, The remaining Balkan eountry
which is the rest of the problem is Hungary, which is hanging in the
balance right today if you read the press this morning, and the
ihnglrmthinghtnunhmdgp..

Question: Is he going over there, though, some place again
real soon?

Mr, Pehle: No. We haven't plans of that kind. We drafted
him to do & special job and he has done the Job,

Question: He finished it up and is going back te private |
life again? ‘

Mr, Pehle: TYes.

Guestion: You mentioned people to follow through in Turkey. |
Is that special representation of the War Refugee Board itself —

Mr. Pehle: That's right. |

Question: —- or work through soms other agenaoy? I

\r. Pehle: Well, we have a representative out there, Mr. :
ratski, i

Question: In Bulgaria?

\r. Pehle: No. In Ankara and Istanbul, Turkey.

Question: Do you contemplate moving your work up inte mlg;rhl
and Rumania to affect the situation in Hungary if possible? |

Mr. Pehle: No, Between those areas there is a battle on and
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' Hungary today could only be done through places such as Switszerland.
" You couldn't get in through the Turkish avenues any mors.

Question: Mr. Hirschmann, could it be said that as a result |

of the extremes to which the Germans have gome in the Balkans that |
1.1:mofthumtﬂlnﬂuhﬂrm,m;pmhnnhﬂnqnu-|
: anti-Semitic there has been an improvement of the public feeling in
" those areas generally as a result; plus the work of the War Refuges |
Board, that the public psychology on that subject has improved? I'I

¥r, Hirschmann: I don't know whether you could sense that at
this date at all. Gnmmlpﬂmthmgnthnuzhtth;tmhpnrhn‘J
because we hoped it would establish a precedent or blueprint for the

next steps and peace so that your first move before Bulgaria signed
an armistice -- the first thing they did was to revoke their anti-
Jewlsh laws. The first people who were worked off, were pushed
around, . the first people who were given back their freedom, so it

seems to be pretty logical.

Mr. Pehle: That government that revoked those laws fell
and was replaced by another government which fell, and then there is
a third one which is now in power. Thetgovernment issed on September '
Mm-maant-mt-hinhwﬂﬂlﬁrm“wdnm
papers here — I am not sure. We have copies of it if you want it.
That statement, I think, characterizes the change that has come i
in that area where you had very severe persecution of mineritlies,
And here is a new government that says in an official statement, |

= i i —— 1_ ..
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"The Bulgarian Gevernment has no objesction and will make mo diffioul- |
ties for those Jews who wish to emigrate to Palestine. Regarding
them as Bulgarian citisens who enjoy full rights, the Gevernment

, will require of them merely that they cemply with all laws or regula- |
" tions obligatory for all eitizens of the sountry. i

' Jewish character. Such an exslusive law was that establishing a sur-

- the same conditions and in freedom as do other Bulgarian nationals.”

¥*The Govermnment has anmulled all exelusive laws of anti-

F

tax to the extent of 20 te 25 per cent of the value ef all Jewish
property, This tax, being the result of a viciocus law, was
diseriminatery against the Jews. The excess amount will new be

. returned, but because of Bulgaria's difficult finaneial situation,

such amount will be transferred inte a state lean of definite -h.ﬂ.'lr.i
"The Jews now enjoy full equality of rights, and live under

n-mm,m;mwmmmmmm.
Now, whether you ean say, as you suggest, that due to the extremes |
to which the Germans have gone there has been a revulsion from
anti-Semitism, nebedy can really tell that, Nebedy can tell whether I
that is what is going to happen, whether the seeds of that will remain |
in those countries. There has always been a considerable amount of
anti-Semitism in the Balkans, anyway.

Question: Mr. Hirschmamn, did you have any assistance from
the Turidsh Gevernment when you were helping those people get out
of the Balkans? :

Mr, Hirschmann: Oh, yes, The Turkish Government —- the peeple |
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that eame through required the  aid of the Turidsh Gevernment in
permitting them to come inte Turkey and te be transported threugh
Turkey, and the Turiish Gevernment while I was there was mest
cooperative, Those arrangements were made through our Ambassader
Steinhardt. We worked very closely with the Embassy. In faect, I
was attached to it. And they were extremely eccperative,.

Questien: Alljour negotiations as Ameriecan Government agents
were carried on through the good offices of the Turidsh Government?

Mr, Hirschmann: Negotiatioms with whom?

Question: With Bulgaria.

Mr. Hirschmann: No, no. No, they wers carried on directly,
as a representative of the American Gevernment, the War Refugee
Board, with the ministers of the ensemy country. Mr. Pehle and his
Board gave me authority to deal with the enemy.

Fage 10 fellows.
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wuastiont 1 see,

Mr, Hirschmann: And I did deal with them right along.
'L Question: You dealt with them directly? .
Mr. Hirsehmann: In Rumania and Bulgaria. |
!. ur. Pehle: And to some extent through the International Red l
1 Cross. ‘
Mr. Hirschmenn: The Internaticnal Hed Cross acted as the m»-
i mediary in arranging the meetings,
Mr, Pehle: And the mestings were sclely on the problem that
| the War Refugee Board was set up to further. It had no relatiocn
| to other activities whatsoever. |
. Question: Mr, Hirschmann, did you ever have any direet talks
with the German Ambassador in Turkey? |
Hr.. Hirschmann: Nos l
Questiont Or any of the German authorities there at all? i
' Mr, Hirschmann: No.
Questiont How did you arrange to get to them with your
: problems?
Mr, Hirschmann: I didn't deal with the Germans. I was dealing
with Bulgarians and Rumanians and I dealt with them through their
' ministers, the Bulgarian Minister and the Rumanian Minister,

Those countries, you ses, were not occupled. There was a

kind of ecoperation, not oceupaticn, in those two countries. That :
wasn't true of Hungary. And it was because they weren't occupled that |
I was able to deal with those ministers, who had authority to deal

& S

e ————————— e — e
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with their domestic problems,
Question: Did you at any time attempt to reach the Cerman —
Mr, Hirschmannt No.

Questiont By the "Bulgarisn Minister" and the "Rumanian

| Minister" you mean their diplomatie ministers in Turkey}

|

Mr, Hirsehmann: Yes.
Questiont Do you feel anything further can be done by way eof

. Turkey, Mr. Hirschmann?

Mr. Hirsehmann:t Yes. I think there may be possibilities., It
is very difficult to know that. Mthwhuwpnluumhuh-
left over there to explore the matter further,

Questiont Did all refugees go te Palestine or did some come

- over here and other places?

Mr. Hirschmannt The refugees that I was dealing with — most

jﬂ»i"unn-m\uutt.t-nvPlljlel‘trzi.n-uhmnIm.-t.im*-.

Mr. Fehlet Nene came over here.

Questiont Mr, Hirsehmann, what happened to the war refugees
that were resousd from the Transdniestria Camp?

Mr, Hirschmann: Transdniestria, as you Jmow, I think, was the

. most ecelebrated disease~infested camp in Rumania, and through our

talks with the Rumanian Minister we managed in March to have that
camp brokea up.

Mr. Pehlet It wasn't located in Rumaniaj it was in parts of
Bussia that Rumania had taken over,

Mr. Hirschmann: That's right. It was right at the border,
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:lih-htm camp up. The Rumanians agreed to break that eamp up.
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H.ﬂmbrth-ti.-lp‘lhit. m:bﬂhthtﬂnpupmdnm
confirmed reperts on that from the Red Cross, that those people were

mnmdmmmum-tumhninmdmmhrmm.
i olthuwbuk,lttoppoanﬂutmmdmnfnwﬂ-lh
lrnu-u-ﬂfmumplt,-mdﬂhmme. Thers were &

m-rmu-tntmmmrrm“wnmtm-m

| espeeially interssted in and I saw hundreds of those children in 5
' rmnm,nmmupmnm.mthudmﬂ

very healthy and actlve. Mltmkthqmlhmmp-t
| mmm eitizens of the world, They have earned the right to
it.

Questiont Did you by any echance see the little boy you spoke
Mﬂ:ﬂrhnmfm‘l

Mr. Hirsehmann: No. I didn't see him but I saw hundreds of

others. .

Mr. Pehlet Of this group that came back from Transdniestris, |
thh!,ﬂm,uhlmmtnhPllﬂtinl. The rest are in
Rumania today.

Mr. Hirsehmannt Just & few that went in there. And the rest
dtmmmum.mndpmutmmutmm
Budapest.,

Questiont mmmfm-_piwp;mmma |'

e
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a place to take these people and transpogation facilities sinee the

i! American-British agreement?

| Mr, Pehle: MNot related to Hungary, More specifically.

l, Question: In general.

! My, Hirsehmann: No, we haven't been handicapped, but it ;

l couldn't have been done without an instrument of this kind of the i

| Government, which impressed on other governments the interest that we

i' had in that subject. And they saw that our government was interested |
in-“ingpeuplnihm-rthqmmd-hmthqmmm

' opened up the faeilities, Prior to that, they had not dene sos

Question: Have you any idea how many Jews there are in Fumania

|
now?

Mr, Hirschmann: No.

Questiont Mr. Pehle, would you say that the major work of the L

Board is over now?
llr...I-'ehlu Well, of course, you can lock at the map and see |

where our problsms are that we have been dealing with. Certainly,
thmpruﬂhm&ﬂmiahw; the task in France is
over because we are not taking up the problems that UNRA and the
Inter-Governmental Committee and the private agencies are going te |
deal with in liberated areas, That is not our job, You can't say the
work of the War Refugee Board is over when the situation in Hungary

48 what it is today — it is very bad -- nor the situation in Slovakia,

which is also today very bad, and while you have large numbers of

persons in concentration camps and in German-¢ccupied Poland and in }‘
i

i
-

— I -
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f Gornl.rg' whose lives hang in the balance.
Questiont Is the refugee quota to Palestine sbout filled now?
Mr, Hirschmannt I understand that it is not.
Questiont It is not. Well, are there any plans on foot to
 bring more to this country?
Mr, Pehle: No, there aremn't.
Question: There aren't at all?

Mr, Pehle: MNo. In other words, the Oswego Camp performed a

s o L

function which we had in mind., It helped relieve the situation in
Italy, which was very bad at thet time and which is better today.
Seeondly, it created an example 80 that we were in a better position
' to go to other countries and to impress them, particularly in the
Mediterranean area, with the importance with whieh this country re—
garded this problem, But today the situation on finding havens is,
of course, mich better than it was then at that time.
miﬂim: Well, would you say, then, Mr. Pehle, it was
. purely a peychological move?
| Mr. Pehle: I wouldn't say it was purely a psychological move
because it did bring over people, even a small number, out of Italy,
the number of people who were at that time hard to place, It started
| to relieve the tension but it had great importance as & psychologlieal
move,
Questiont Well, then, that part of it is all finished. There
won't be any more coming over. Is that it?
Mr. Fehle:t There is no indieation that more rafugees will be
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m to the United States because the problem of temporary havens
which is what we were fighting for, is eased very considerably in the
Maditerransan arsa.

Question: Is the Philippeville Camp in operation?

Mr. Pehle: No, it isn't. There isn't any camp.

Questiont That is one place where there was & sudden influx.

Mr. Fehle: That's right. In Philippeville alone there were
plans to bring in 10,000 refugees. In other words, we had a place
there ready to take up to that number, which shows that there is no
need of additional havens here,

Question: What are the other havens?

Mr, Pehle: FPhilippeville was the primary one, The facilities
in Italy have been sxtended considerably so a large number of people
can be taken care of there, The Jugoslavia situation has been changed
so that the flow from Jugoslavia to Italy and out of Italy has dwindled
and as lu:inlu Jugoslovia is liberated that situation will be over

Question: Is the idea to send all thoss refugess that came
here and went to Palestine back to their original countries?

Mr, Pehlet I think on the whole the people that went to
Palestine went there as a permanent haven. They went there with the
intention of staying there for the rest of their lives. And they:
aren't living in camps; they are finding jobs, fitting themselves into
comminities, The only group that came here of any consequence is the
group that are at Oswego. Those people were brought here with the
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understanding that they would be given a temporary haven and with the
| idea that after hostilities are over they would go baek.
Question: Is that true of the Mediterranean countries whieh are
~opening up now? ' _
Mr. Pehle: On the whole Mediterranean, all countries which are
only taking these people temporarily and with the plan that they will
gﬂhlﬂkmth'ﬂrwfindlc—pltiﬂihlﬂthlrumhlplmnﬂth

settled, there are eountries that would offer some haven to them

permanently,
Questiont Are you still sending people to those Moses Wells

campa?
Mr. Fehle: I don't think there are many people going to those
' Moses Wells and those camps were largely havens for the Jugoslavs and
the Griﬁ. That {low has pretty well stopped and, of course, with
' Greece and Jugoslavia rapidly being liberated the flow will soon be

in the ot-'r.lor direction, Those people will go back to their homeland.

Question: OUswego was partially an sxample to South America,
wasn't it? Did you get any response?
Mr, Peshle: I wouldn't say it was very important with regard
| to an example for South America because Uswego was not an example of
permanent settlement. It was an example of taking care of those
people temporarily., The main place that could be done is in the
| Mediterranean arsa, although Mexico did go along and say they were
willing to set up a free port too, and there may be some other Latin

American countries, The principal problem with the Latin American
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[ countries would be a permanent resettlement problem,
i: Questiont Do you think it is necessary now to set up temporary
: shelters in Palestine — I believe there is a resclution before the
| Congress to that effect — since a good many people —
II Mr., Pehle: I doubt it, '
| (After a pause.) Is there anything else?

(No response.)

Thanks a let,

(Whereupon, at 11130 a.m., the conference ended in informal

| conversation off the record,)
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