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User Monsisar Simond:

Furseant to my comversations with M. Balebamoff, Bulgarisn
Minister to Turkey, beld «t your home on July 24 and mgust 5, I
en writing to outline my views :ad my requests related to the efferts
to rescus the eitizens of Bulgeria who are vietims of persecution
and oppreasiomn.

The sbove comversstioms with and reports from Balabanoff for
his Covermmeat comtained elements for sncouragemsnt us first possible
steps. Balsbunoff's letter, which has been trussmitted by me to
sushington, is confirmatory of the above, but as I reitarated to
him yesterdsy, the Bulgariss Uovernment is not golng fer snough ,
sspeoially at this erweial hour im its histery. I wm sonvineed thut
the Govermeant is taking steps to sxpedite the relesss, within teehnical
possibilities, of their molested eiticens who happea to be Jewsn.

But frem the informsaticon at hund, confirmed by Bulgerians whe have
munuged to depart, these steps at this time can result cnly in a
pitifully small emansipation.

I em bothered by two wspeets of the altuation: &) that few
rtm-u-ulhnbhwlnnﬂdwhhthmwm
and months; b) that the War Hefuges Dowrd of the United “tates
Govermment, watehing daily for speeifie asts of large refuges move-

Considering the improved political situstion today, us reported
to me by Balebameff, md the desirs sxpressed by him for his Government
to maks such moves mhich could wim the good will of the United States
and our people, we stand today in & positiocn where the fortuitous
ﬂmlhplnlmp-nm-nldhmu--tmdum;nn
muy be unwittingly misecnstrued. 1 therefors requested of Dalubaneff
on ~ugust 5 what we belisve to be tie only selid and satisfaetory
move that should be offered by the Bulgurian Uovermment, without delay;
namely, eomncrete steps to reveke anmd abolish fortiwith the two mefarious
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apti-Jowish laws on its bocks, In demanding the above we are oot
unsware of certain teshniecal and peliticul obstaoles which the
doverment in Bulgaria may have fuced & number of weeks age, but
whioh today, in the improved situution, seem to have been cvercoms.
«side frem this, may I jresume to suggest that these are days when
Governments will persist cmly by beld and forthright measures,
sapesinlly conaldering the accslarated swesp of .llied victory, and
sonsidering the desire of all Jovermments to find themselwes in some
measure of good grase at the Pesce Table,

+«8 you know, I um olothed with no authority to speak in eonmeetion
with the latter, I am charged, however, with the special responsibility
of effectusting the resvus of mimorities, and am privileged to offer
now & speeifiec opemimg for the good will of the United States that
oun result ooly from broad strokes in the proof of the new Bulgariam
regime"s imterest im humanitarian cbjestives, sapecially as related teo
its owm ditizens, Balebanoff, imn his letter of July 25, stated:

“ipore 18 no doubt that the Bulgurisa Govermenmt regretas
sxgesdingly all the measures which have besn taken regurding Jews in
our country and that it does pot in the least approve these messures,”

the Bagryanov regime inteands to take steps to nagate
the polioy of the former Govermment im its ruthless sorruptien of a
helpless minority of its own pecple. We essume that the Coverument
will not be otatemt to stop there, but will take the nscsssary measures
designed ecncretely to reconstitute and rehabilitate these victimized
msmbers of its own eitizenry,

Pernit me to repeat that the Bulgarian Govermment stands today in
a position whers it can win for itself a pricelsss measure of good will
without, as I ses it, giving up anything fundsmental exeepting two laws
whioh 1t maintains wore foreoed upen it by its Kazl eollaborators, and
the riddance of which wrowses the respsot of the sivilized world for
the indepsndence of the new bulgarien Govermment. If uny sacrifice is
peoessary on its part, conmsoted with the revooation of these luws,
I em confident that the seales will weigh heavily in its own faver after
the decision is announced und we wre permitted to precemt it forthrightly
tc the world ss an esernest of the Uovermment's good faith,

I bave promised dulabemeff end you that this step will be heralded
with the widest favorables publieity throughout the United Stabes
(end we hope Britain), whieh I shall take it us my especlal task to
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@lscharge, The evidence of the sncrmous publieity in /merica, that
resulted from the abolition of the concemtration eump in Trensaistria
by the iumanisns, is with Dr. Slucks The step I am suggesting would
altelt publioity and good will of un imcreased muture umd scope,

Lhere is another aspect of the subjeot which we discussed and
mhich should be re-enforeed with the Bulgeriems. It is ny sense
that this may well be no time for planning large-scals emigration
novements cut of a country like Bulgaria if the preseat Goverment
of Bulgaris is ss sound amd forwurd-looking in its determimstion to
reconstruet ite comntry as is indicated, The Jews who have been reduced
by these two l:ws to complete deprivation emd imability to carry on
any legitimate work must be put on thelir feet, not for themselves
alcne a8 Bulgurian citizems, but for the enermous contribution that
they will seke im helping build the new bulgeria. It is u strange
puradex whick history relates that the depressed eand depleted Jewish
pelulations in other countries, whea relsased, have without sxception
rebounded amd very soon become valusble eitizens iu building the
wealth and cultwe of their communities. Considering the history of
Bulgerie, the Jews us an indigencus part of thet nation, enjoyed
relatively fuir treatment until recemtly whea this latter record was
smudged by one of the blackest puges in Bulgarisn history, With eay
fair chance, ecomomic assistance, rehabilitatiom and sustenance, the
Jowish pecple should quickly decome sssential and useful partieipents
in building the pew netiom,

Wby send them in lost groups to strange lunds if, us Lhe kinister
for their somtry asserts, they will "gradually” find themselves baak in
the position of respect snd responsibility whers they were before the
war, Considering reports of poverty, hunger and deprevity, to which
the Jewish poldlation bes besn reduced, it is decidedly too late to take
these stepe "gradually.” It may even be that the bBulgarienm Uoverment
some months heace mey find iteelf in the position of beskoning for the
retwrn of these self-seme oitisens whom they helped deport to Falestine
st great expense and inconvenismee, I trust thet you are mot burdened
by ay over-emphasis of the poimt, but I insist thet the step we are
suggesting will be of even greater wivantage to Aulgeris then to those
who will be saved.

One more poimt: [ think the leaders of the Lulgarian Goveroment
should know that we shall expeet to hold them responsible for that whieh
Balabaneff signed, While he wrote womewhat less thao e reported to me
verbally, his lettsr is categorie in csserting thut (u) the government
will ameliorate the situation of the Jews und csase all forms of perse-
oution witi.out deley; (b) tremsport will be fmeilitated withim all
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possible teshnisal means, The letter goos further in its implications,
bat speakisg for the Ooverment of the United States of /merica I
nputut-mxmnmmuluﬁu_mimm
representations until thess two laws are revoksd, In the meanwhile the
Government oan be completely lax im its enfeorosmant of them,

Ner will this be sufficient: s I reported above, a state of
sconomie dspravity exists for its Jewish citizens resulting from thoas
laws, What is the good of permitting pecple freely to leave Lhelir
homes if they have nowhere to go, nor means of securing funds exeept
W ismoral and illegal means; Aif there are no possibles available
methods of recomstructing their lot or their dignity as human belngs?
Measures must be found ot oncs to supply them with food, the mecessary
means of living as decent citizens, and sccncmis assistance to
rebabilitate their businesses, their femilies und their homes.

4e proposs to offer tirough the ussistanse of existing relief
ugencies now represented in Turkey, along with that of the war Hefugee
Board of the United States Uoveroment, such means to rebabilitate this
population as possibilities permit, Obviocusly it is not tco mueh to
ask thut the Bulgarien Governmsnt permit this and asaist it in every
possible wuy. ZLhey have paperized the populstion. ue do not ask them
to revive it but only to permit others to do so without lst or hindrance
80 thst they may contribute towards the wellbeing of thelr owm country.

1 hoje to bear that the forthright and sincere steps suggested
herein huve besn tuken by the Bulgerisa Goverumemt in order to fortify
its position mmeng the humens satlons of the world and to win bask the
respect and goed will of ocar people which they hed so scrupulously built in
the last hulf-esntury «ad whick they Luve so sorely lost in the last

blagk wWer-ysars.
dith thanks for your kiudness,
Cpordially yours,

I. 4+ Hirschmann
apeeinl «ttache
Government of the United Ststes of .meriea

Momsieur Gilbert -imemd
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B
F.8, If the Bulgerian Govermmsnt is seeking methods to
demopstrats its sincerity in being helpful in this situation
conneoted with refugee novenents, we
sunber of refugesa, pos
iupgary in the next few days., We have requested of the
Fumapisn Governmsnt that they permit these refugees to enter
Epmanis in trunsit end we have been informed that the Fumanlans
have agreed in prineijle to this procedure. Obvicusly the
Bulgerians would not at this time wish to set up & blockude
sgainst these refugees inm the face of thelr repreceatations,
It will therefors be megessary for them to agres to permit
these refugees to come through Bulgaris snd to provide fer tham
the mecessary transit fucilitiea cut of Bulgaris to Turiey
without delays The ubove will apply similurly to refugees
who will be lssving Eumapla, (who do mot arrive from Hungary),
und for whom transit facilities through Bulgaria will be required.
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