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ol 1 o ! THe Fubk!luN SERVICE
Jr THE
No. 188 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN CORSULATE B HERAL
Istanbul, Turkey, Novembel 1o, 1942

£ BJECT: Transmitting Bulgarien inti-Jewish Law of
August 29, 1942 with Comments

THE HONORABLE
THE SECRETARY OF STAIE,
WASHINGTON.

SIR:

I have the honor to tranemit herewith a free translation of
the law of August 29, 1942, which was published cn the basiz of &
1aw authorizing the Pulgarian cabinet to take necesBLry MeRBUTBE
in cormection with the regulation of the Jewlsh question. The
source of the enclosed translation is the DURZHAVEY VESTINIK (Stabte
Gazette) Wo. 192, publighed in Sofie, Bulgaria, Augnst 29, 1942

A commentary on the Law, in the form of an outliue of 1te
prineipal mrovislons, which has been prepared by Dr. Floyd H
Blasck, follows belew

=Q=0=0=0=0=0=0 =0=0-=0=

The cnrmlnnhﬂ’ on the Lew of August 29, 1942, which folloms
below, may be divided ae follows:

1 Jewlsh population of Bulgaria and participation of Jews
in the soonomic and community 1ife of the country.

2. Development of antl-Semitism in Bulgaria.

3, Laws agsinst the Jews.
a) The Law of January 23; 1941 having s its aim the
impoverishment of the Jews.

b) The Law of August 29, 1942, having &s its aim the
complets destruction of the Jewish community in Bulgaria and
particularly in Sofis.

4 A resume of scas of the principal articles of the Law of
August 29, 1942,
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The totel Jewish populaticon of Bulgaris not inoludimg the
recently anmexsd sress is approximately 46,000 Of these hetwean
25 000 and 30,000 1ive in Sofie or between seven aud sight par cemt
of the total populatiom of this elty. In general the Jews in
Bulgaris are & respected and oultured element in the populatiom.
Their average staniard of living in the eountry. 0ntil the ripe of
Hitler to power in Germany thers had never been an anti Jewlsh move-
ment in Bulgeris. Jewse took part in all phases of business and
community 1ife. They regarded themselves as an essential pert of
the State. They felt no distinction between themselves snd other
Bulgarian citizens. Their ancestors had come to Bulgaria in Turkish
times, many families being able to trace their descent in Bulgaria
as far beck as 200 years,

Anti-Semitism first showed itself in forms of annoyance %o Jews,
Social ostracis began to appear. By 1935 petty persecution had
begun. The Jewa were called "cherfuti” the equivalent of the
English "sheeny." Two youth organisations were formed which had
had their purpose, smong other things, the persecution of the Jews.
These crganizations were called (1) the LECIONERI and, (2) the
RATNITEI. The latter word means "“workers" or "pioneers.® The
membership of these organiszations was made up mainly of students ia
the gymnasiume and universities and of other young pecple. Both
organizations hed patrens and promcters in high quarters. The sym-
bol of the LECIONERI was & circle with a cross in it. This symbol
waz used as sn anti-Jewish symbol, the opposite of the Jewlsh Star of
David. This algn was seez in every consploucus place - on walla,
fencee, trses, on rocks by mountsin paths. Tt was universal. It
wag put cm with-chalk, cherecal or red paint

Jews were beaten. Jewish children going to achool were
attacked by othex children. About 1938 (exact date not avallable)
s concert was given in the large concert hall "Bulgaria® by a Jewlsh
orchestra and choir. Most of the audience, though not all, was made
up of Jews. As the audience left the hall it was attacked by & crowd
with eggs. In the sutumn of 1939 betwesn five and eix o'clock one
afternoon the windows of almoet every Jewish shop in Sofia were broken
pimltanscusly, Thus, before the war began a definite movement of
persecution toward the Jews had been inaugurated.

Lewe Againmst the Jews.

There are two principal lawe against the Jews. The first,
called the Law for the Defenses of the Netion, went intc effect
Jamuary 23, 1941. . The eecond is the law now under discussion which
went into effect on August 29, 1942. A copy of the first law is not
availatle at the present time but can probably be supplied later.
Some of the maim points in this law are as follows:
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1. Ths term "Jewish descent” is defined.
2. The registration of all Jews is required.

3. A fixed tax, or capital levy, of 20 to 25% on the total
valustion of Jewish property is provided.

4. Jews are forbldden to engage in certain professions and
industries. For example they are not allowed to bid on State com-
tracts. Jewe can not operate

on

population 1a Jewlsh,

5. Jews are mot allowed use Bulpariam terminations "ev,
moy", "gky" and others on their Jewlsh names.

6. Jews are forbidden to marry Bulgarians. A percentage of
Jews is fixed for admissiom into all schools

7. Exemption from some of these restrlctions are granted te
Jews who wers decorated for valor im the World War, war invalide,
widows and orphans, and %o Jews who had been converted to Chrletlan-
ity before a certaim date.

The purposes of this law was the restrietion, robbery and
humiliation of the Jewish population. A large percentage of the
Jewish populatiem of Bulgaris was thrown out of employment and
impoverished by this Law.

As already stated the purpose of the law of Jamuary 23, 1941,
was the restrictien, robbery and humiliastion of the Jews in Bulgaria.
The purpose of this second law is the complete destrustion of the

Jowish community in Bulgaria. An outline of the prineipal contents

The lLaw creates a Commissariat or Department of Jewlsh Affairs
under the Ministry of Intericr. The head of this Department is
called the Commissioner for Jewish Affeirs. The first Commissioner
appointed, and who mow holds this post, is Alexander Belev, the
author of the Law., The Commissiomer 1s assisted by a Councll com-
posed of the following representatives: one member of the Suprems
Administrative Court, appointed by the Minister of Justice, one
member of the Ministry of Conmerce, onme of the Ministry of Interier,
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one of the Mimistry of labor, one of the Ministry of Finamce, cme
of the Bulgarian Natienal Bank and ome of the Civilian Mobdlisation.
Great power is imvested im the Commissioner and there is no appeal
from his decisioms. The expenses of the Department of Jewish Affairs
are paid by the so-called "Fund Jewish Commmities." This fund is
collected frem several sources: first, by a gemeral tax of 20 te
25 per cent of Jewish property in sccordance with the Law of Jamuary
23, 1941; second by a tax om Jewish bank accounts beginning with

5 per cemt on accounts of 100,000 leva and rieing to 12 per cemt on
accounts of one million leva or mere, the incomes from Jewlsh
symagogues, schools and other Jewish institutions or erganisations.
This fund is used to pay the expenses of Jewish communities, te
help poer Jews, to provide for the settlement of Jews in villages
and camps, and to pay the salaries of members of the Council and of
the empleyees of the Department of Jewish Affsirs. Each Jewish
commu:ity will have its own Jewish couneil of f to six members

A1l persons are of Jewish deseent:

1. Whose paremts or grandparents are or were of the Jewish
religion}

2, In case ocne of the parents or either two or three of the
grandparents wers of the Jewish religien;

3 Inm case one grandparent was of the Jewish religion and ome
other comverted to the Jewish religion. Further details regardimg
deseernt may be found in Article 8 of the Law, Article 9 states
"Whatever his oltisenship or origin every person is considered of
Jewish descent who was of the Jewish religion or had been converted
to the Jewlsh religicn before September 1, 1942."

4 Children born from the marriage of a Jew who is & Bulgarian
eltisen with a Bulgarian are not regarded as Jewlsh if the marriage
toek place beforw September 1, 1940, and was celebrated according
4o the Christism ritual, or if the Jewlsh parent had beccme a
Christian befors Jamusry 23, 1941.

Restrictions Enforced on Jews,

1. A11 Jews must make declarstion of origin, This includes
Jews who are Bulgariam citisens and Jews holding foreign eitizemship.
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2, All persoms of Jewieh descent must have Jewlsh names.
They are mot allowed Bulgarian givem names or fanily names or
Jewish names with Pulgariam suffixes such as "ov", "ev", "ich",
"gky®, ot ocetera.

3, All Jews must wear the yellow badge - the Star of David -
promimently displayed om am outer germent, such as the lapel of the
coat or overcoat. These badges are made of cheap compositiom
material amd are sold to Jews at 20 leva each, The profite from
the sale of these badges are supposed to go to the "Fund Jewish
Commmities.” This regulation wemt into effect om September 29,
1942. The faet that the Bulgariam populatiom took mo notice of
the badge indicated popular disapproval of the measure. By this
date & great mamy people im Bulgeria had become sympathetic toward
the Jews Children under tem years of age and Jewish travellers
holding tourist visas are not required to wear the badge.

4. Jews wearing badges may be refused admissiom %o any
establishment as hotels, restaurants, cafes, et cetera, by the
owner of the sstablishment by the police or by a member of the
Couneil for Jewish Affairs., A Jew may not live in an apartment or
share sn apartment with s Bulgarian unless they are relatives.

5. Jews can not stay im a hotel for more them ten days withis
any peried of eix months.

6. From September 15, 1942 all Jews must have & special sign
reading "Jewish residence" or "Jewish business" prominently dis-
played over the door of their living or business premises .

7. Jewe are mot allowed to omn cers, radios or have a tele-
phone in their homes. Jews are forbiddem to smploy Bulgariam
servants. It is mpparent that & number of these regulations have
as their purposé the humiliation of the Jewa.
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2. Article 27 of the pressnt law authorises the Commissiomer
and Couneil to designate the streets and aress in any town where
Jews must 1ive, that is, to establish Jewlsh quarters or ghettee.
A Jewish quarter was in faot established in Sofia in September of
this year and all Jews living outside the district were ordered to
move into it immediately. The physical impossibility of carrying
out the order has lead to some easing up on its enforcement.

3. Jews can not leave the towns in which they reside withouwt
permiesion of the police.

4« The mest oppressive artiole in the Law, Article 29, reads
as follows: "Jews living in Sofia are subject to deportation to
the provinces or outelde of the country. In any case by November
1, 1942, all Jews living in Sofia who are unemployed in accordanes
with the Law for National Defense, or in accordance with the present
decree, and who have no other cocupation, must be deported.”

We are reliably infermed frem Sofia that depertations under
thie article have already begum and that seversal thousand people
are being rounded up for immediate deportation, The destinatiom
of the deportees.is not knowm,

1. Jews who are not allowed %o engege in commerce and
industry ean not invest thelr capital in any other business enter-
prise. Jews are not allowed to open any new business enterprise,

2, Jews who have been allowed to retain their occupational
rights are not allowed:

&, to hold more than ocne job.

b, %o enlargs their businesses.

a. to form'new business commections.

d. to invest more than 500,000 leva ($5952 at $4 leva equals
one doller) and this must be invested in one enterprise only.

3. Jews are entirely debarred frem working in certain enter-
prises, Artiels 33 reads im part as follows: "Jews are debarred
from production of or trede in medicines, sanitary materials, cptiecal
instruments and chemloals, and they can mot own pharmacles, drug
stores, elinies, ot cetera.” Jews are also debarred from industries,
mines, trade im mgricultural products, import and export, shipping
transport and commiesion agencies, Jewlsh small craftemen may
contimue to work If their working capital doee not exceed 200,000
leva (§2380.00 st §4 leva to cne dollar).
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4. Jews practicimg professions henceforth olosed to them
must ligquidate by October 29, 1542,

5. Jews debarred from commerus and industry by this act must
deposit all their shares and holdings of any sort in the Natlional
Bank withim two weeks after the law goes into effect. The proceeds
will be turned over to the "Fund Jewish Commmities.® Failure to
eonform to this regulaticn will be penalised by & fine of twe
million leva or ten years impriscnment,

6 Jews thromn out of employment by these two laws can not
take & new job without the comsent of the appropriate labor
oerganigation and of the Department for Jewish Affairs. This means
that most of them will not be able to obtain amy employment for
permission by the two bodies mentioned will not be given.

T  The worklng sataff in Jewlsh enterprises working only with
Jews must be entirely Jewlsh. Fo enterprise in which Jews are
allowed to work in accordance with the Law for National Defense
can have a personnel which is more tham 25 per cent Jewish. In such
snterprises Jews are not allowed to become managers, directors, legal
counselers, commerclal agents, technical asdvisors, bookkeepers amd
caghlers. This reduces the employment of Jews in any business to
the lowest grades,

Jewish Properties and Capital.

Within ome month after the publication of the Law for Hatienal
Defense of January 23, 1941, all Jews had to declare to the
National Bank all their movable and immovable property owned im
Bulgaria. Thie regulation applied te Jews living abroad as well
ag those living im Bulgaria, It is enforced in the greatest
dm.am_'mﬂ-ummm-mhmmmm
of the ‘without any further proceeding or court procedure.

1, Jews cannot disposs of their movable property except their
wages and housshold artieles not exceeding 10,000 leve im walue.
If they wish to sell movable properties in excess of this amoumt
the permission of the Commissionsr for Jewlsh Affsirs must ba obtained.

2. In additien to the declaration of thelir movable and immovable
propertiss Jews mst depoeit im the National Bank or loeal bank all
securities, stocks and bonds and valusbles of &ll sorts including
watches, rings, earrings and precious stomes. A1l these will be =old
and the proceeds will be placed in the bloeked mccount of the owner.
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3. loney may be drawn from blocked mocounts for certaim purposes
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Article 33 of the Iaw. All his property was taken away from his
Acotually this man ie & Catholic and has besn such for thirty-five
years. He deelared that the reason for his severs trestment iz the
Jealousy of Bulgarian surgeons and dootors who take this means of
ridding thempalves of competitienm,

im Belgrade and other cities, In any case,

Enclormure: Respectfully yours,
Law of lugust 29, 1942
891
FHE/an Seaue]l W. Homaker
To Department in origimal American Consul Gemeral
and heatograph.
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