et e | - J
¥ i ¥ ;e
i V" F : +
)
M A £ g
|.-. 2, L L&
- YR N
T e . ._n-uﬂ”. i
> .r‘..t. G -l.._m."..._ A W
- g N e Y
s e




FEFPOCUCED FROM POLDGEGS KT THE FRANSLEN o MOOSEVELY LIBRART

I TR z 0 *
Foom 208, 1344 Connectieut Avenus,¥.¥,
Wnshinston 28, D. C.

EVIGGER H FEAN LG A5D SWIT q
m
| gmorandus presared by Sir Harbart W, Emermon
T practor, Intsrgovernmantal Soamittas on Rafugess
11 DPeganbar 1244

1. During the occunation of France and Yealglum, very fine worlk wms
dons by & nnmber of egencien inelde those gountriss, and in i tzarland,
towards the rasene of childrea whoss parsnts ware deporied by the Fesls,
or had to flse from Fasi perescution. It is fearsd that many of the anrente h
have hesn illed, The pearsecution was not confinad to Jews, but was almornt
aniversl im thelr case, and wes of a partienlarly brutal eharactar, Durlng
our reeent viglt to Trance, Belgium and Switzerland, Dr. fullmann snd I
investipated, so far as we comld, the problem of the Jewish children, with
spacial refersace to the necessity of assistance By the Intergovernasntal
Comnittes =nd the means by which sush assistance might best be glven,
¥hile, owing to lack of commmieationn and othar caurss, eomplately ncoi-
rate faste nnd figures are mot yot nvailabla, the penition 1w saffletently
glear to £lve o general pleture of the sime and natume of tha preblea,

Zz. The chlldren now in question are those who wers separated during
the eerunntien from beth their persnts. The nmajerity of tham wers concealsd
under false namen and papers in their own countriss, and wers naintained in
privats fasilies or in religlons institubiens. The Churches gave great
assistange. Thers waTe seered organisations eperatinr in the couniries,
and slse from Switgerland, The moverent vas finaneed partly by private
contritutions, but largely dy the Jolat Detrivation Comuiftes of Amarios.
1z the later stages, ths Intergovernmental Committes was ablate give nome
finsnciel aesizntancs threugh the Jeint Distribatien Committes, vhieh notad
as its sgent., In Helglum, the Gelrian sutherities gave & goed deal of
ssaret finsneisl help, Seme childrem wers remeved to Switperlend, whieh
at the time of lideration, war giving asylum $o sbout 1,000, +¥he mambar
there 1z now slightly laes, since seme children have baen sble to return o
France.

a, The grest majorlty af the Jewish children £a11 inte three clapsesi-
{1} The ehildrsn of Belglan or Franeh notionals.
{14} The shildren of nther rationsla, mainly Poles, who have hean long
srtablishead 1n France or Hakrium,.
{114) The children of refugesa from %agl persecution, meinly of Garman
and humtrisn erigin, whe hed hosn wlven temporeTy Amylum in
‘rence ar Nelriuvw.

Tn addition tn the ehildren of rafuges parante, the mandate elanrly
inclndes thore children wha had to ba removed to fwl tgerland. MNarsoavar,
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when, &e wes fragnently the cass, the situstion of the childrem was a direct
consequende of the denortation or flight of thelr pareats from thelr country
of rewidance, it would eeem ungenerous fo hold that the childrea should de
sxeluded frod the danefits of the mandsts warely om the gromnd that ia
order fo save thelr lives, they 414 net I.I. fact lsave thelr eomuntries of
residence, | would hove, therefors, that vhen the time comes to consider
what prastisal help the Intergovernmental Comnities eam glve towards a solu-
tien of this problam, the Executive Committes will spprove & bread int er-
pratation of the mandate.

4, The figures se Tor aseartained are sp~rorimately as follewel-

(1) = 8,000 children,
gares are not available for the distribution of thess mmong the
three clasres mentloned in paragraph 3 above, tut 1% is probable
that the majority of them are childrem of Polish paremte long
eotablished in France. There mar be as meny an 500 children of
farman and hasirisn refugees,

(11) 2slcium - Avout 1,800 ehildren wers concenlsd who had nelther parenl
with them, OCf these a censlderehle propertion are childrsn af
Jermen and Mastrinn refagees, the rest belng malnly children of

o11) "plish parants lang established in Belglum.
11) Sxldserisnd
About 1,000 divided cmong the thresa claaves,

+ Be The Jewish community, am & whole, in giving very serious thought to
ths future of these ehildren, There are certain orgmnisations which
took a very astive part in their rescus and preservation. Such as the Comita
de Defense in Felzium snd the OSE, spernting mainly from Switserland.
Jolnt Mstrivution Committed is very alosely interested bessuse of the
firaneial help it has slready given, and the stlll grestar help it may be
ealled wpon to rive. The Jewish Agenay for Palestiine is prepared te meie J
s consiferabls sumber of aertifieates avallable for immigraiien inte Pales- |
tine. The Frenech Oovermment har in comntemplation a general scheme relating
to the velfare of war erphans, smong vhom meet of the childrem now ia question
would be included, "mder this scheme the Framch Government weuld be the
1sgal gusrdian of the childrwn, amd would appareatly previde fer thelr
maintensnce, welfars and sducetion. The Belglan Government nmay conslder a
siuilar sjheme, although we have ne definite informatien en this peint,
The Swiss Covernment combemplates the return of the children now in
Switserlond to the countries from vhish they were recsived, bug 1t han no
wish %o meke thie an immediate lewus, and iz prepared to -il-nﬂllﬂ

and maintensnes of them for the time baing., Among the childrem are seme who
have reached rn sge vhem they are capable of making wp their own winde sp %o
what they wish thelr fature to be, Ye were told, for instance, of 500

in Switserland vho have long mede their plams %o go %o Palestine, Abemi
them there is no difference of opinion between the various Jewish l-unﬂ.
It ie agresd that thess yeuths should deside for themselves., About the
others, the present sattitude of the orcsalsations whceh have been direstly
rencerned with thelr reeeue and presarvation, is that no final decisien
sbhout the future of a child should erdimarily be made wntil every reasenshle
sffort has been made %0 trace one or beth of his parents. Very good progrese
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hae besn mefe in thie Aireetion. In Frenee, for instanes, 2,800 children
heve bear united sinee liberation with sne or both of thelr parents, and
500 more are in proeess of Yeing united, There e aleo 2t oresent a strong
faeling "mang the srganigations =eationed that provision shenld be made in
France or lalslum, ae the case may be, for the eara, sfucetlion, maintennnae,
and trai-ine of seny of the ch!ldran. 1n France several honas previously

in exisianes have been re-onensd for the purness, and others are in conten-
platien. Uatll the detalle of the snchens of the French Oovernaent are knewa,
tha Jewle' commmnity ie not in p position te form an opinlon as to how far it
will mtsiet thelr problem. Thus, there are sevaral matters cutstanding
whieh eun ba Aaeided only by the Jewish comomnity itself,

Heantize, tha a®11drenmre safe, and are Belng wall cared far, lany

are a8111 In the homes of treir Faster-varsmts, soms of whom are loath %c
Eive than uny a matber vhich will regiire tect nnd natiencs for 14s eslntion,

He ¥, Emerson
Mrectar

' In n late r recort dated B January 1948, Sir Herbert
Emeraon riobes thet the French Oovernrent ham indicnted 1te Interest in
eotablishioe "2 gyetem of “tote puardienshin snd State care for all echiléren
who have lsst thelr parentn, inelnding those within the nandats of the
Intereovoraanisl Semnlttre, “mmdlor the introduetiom of that myriem, the
children ara balng saintained from volnntary somrees, Fonrtesn homee have
elrsady »can cpsred, end sthere ere 1n contesnlatins,. The reast of the
childres ere #8i11 with foeter parmmte, A few of the children whe ware
given naylun in "witgerlend heve returned, snd e considerohls numbar nre
1irely te return in the near fature,®



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004

