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Ankara, October 4, 1944.

Subjeet: Ferwarding suwsary report from
Mr. Imm A, Hirschsann, Repressntative
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intarview of Joal Brandi in Oaire, &
report wvas submitted to labassador Steinhardt and dlepatohed
to you o July 3, sovering Drandi's wvielt to Turkey and

this matier, follewing the reseipt of telegrams of Llunstrustion
from the Depariment.

In sddition, a small working cosmlttes, which lnaludes
the leading repressntaiives of the most aciive erpsnisations
hare, was sstablished to deal with day-to-day preblems.
Both sommitisss ware sstablished under War Refugen lloard
lesderahdp, and contimus to sct under cur direction. This
procedurs resulied in the sonssatration sad definitiem of
the sotivities of the warious erganisations, and placed
the Comsulate in Istaabul mad the Swbassy im inkars in &
more af fective position to lend thelr ald snd inflosscs e
the resgus work recerded harsinafter. At the same time,
it added to the affestive liaison snd esoperatlion of tha
Embasay with the Tarkish Ferelgs Offles in thess matters.
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Fraliminary steps were taken to ssours permission

to dispateh Torkish passsnger vessels to Comstansa for the

evasuabion
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Balshaseff, Bulgarian Minigter to Aakara, The apparant
mﬂmm{w:m&umm

of tha Amsrigsa peopls at that itlme nad the
-tﬂmw-hhw-!ﬂ—imulmn
refugees from Bulgaris, gaggested the possidility of saving
mmﬁm-&mm.wumtm
ths spermdis sfforis %o bring oui a relasively faw viotims.

¥ith the aid of Ambagsder Sheinhardt, Balabanoff waa
pressed during thees mmuwmm
ventlon of other inderssdlaries W0 the eliminabicn of the
Bulgewisa antl-—Jewish laws and the imsedists, somplete
relngiatemeat of the Bulgarisn Jevish population %o ita
formar rights and libertiss. Thess views wers placsd
befors the Bagryuacy Oovernmeat. Although 1t was reported
a% ons time, threugh mosd relisbls soures, Abhal this

laws were formally withdrawn. This ganstituted the firsh
revoontion of amti-Jewish lagislation by aay Azis sounkry
or satallive, sines the mefariens campaigns precsding amd
follewing the war.

During the semversaiions above-manblonsd, & stelemant
in writing was sseured freom Balabameff, sstting forth that
the Bagrysnov Gevernment was estegerieally eppossd to the
snti-Jewish mativities of the pressding Bulgarian govers—
m:.m.n-numtnm-.unmnuﬂm
anti-Jewigh laws at the fireh epportusiiy. Parmissisn te
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publish this siajemsni was alse later sseureq frem Balabamoff.

E. The steps in prineipls sakes by the Bagrysney
Gevernmanl in semssetien with the reinstatemsnt of the Jewlsh
Bulgarias pepulatisn wers iaplemsnied aad enferced by ihe
maoseding Bulgariss Gevernmsais. On Seplember 23 the
prosent Geergieff Govermmam’ iswusd ihe statemant guoted
balew, im the redio and prese:

*{1). The Pulgarisa Gevernmsnt takes & positive
stiitnds regardiag the sstablishment of & Jewish Giats in
Falestine.

*(2). The Bulgarias Goverament has no objsciien and
will miks se diffisuliles for thoss Jews whe wish to emlgrate
to Falestine. Regarding them s Bulgarisn eltisens whe
snjey full rights, the Gevernment will require of ihem merely
that they csmply with all laws er regulations obligatory
for all sivisens of the sountry,

"{3). The Geveramsat has ansulled all sxcluglve laws
of antl=~Sevish charsgter. Oush an exolusive low was that
establishing & surtaz to the extent of 20 %o 28 per cemt of
\he wlus of all Jewish propsriy. This tax, being the result
of & viclous law, was discrisinatory sgainet the Jews. The
exgags amount will mew be returned, 'uwd beosuse of Julgaria'y
diffionly finencial sitwation, such ameunt will be transferred
into & state loan of definite maturity,

"{4). The Jews mow smjoy full equality of righte, aad
live undey the san somnditlons and iz fresdom ma do other
Bulgarian sationals,

"The following precsdures will be mpplied to the preperiy
falesly wseld and sonfispated:

"Propariy, firm righte, and other mssets wiill owned
by the State will be returned to the Jews. Thare will
remain to be settled the gquestlon of assets abeut which
legal ebligadions have arisen between the State and private
interest, that 1s, vhers preperiy or firm rights bave besn
transferred %o third partiss, or where other obligatery
relations bave besn ereated during the course of the lust
fow years. The selution of this problem Ls a guestion of
tims. The Govermnment will find the means to solve 1% im
wuah fashion as met to disturd the treditlonsl frisadship
and muvusl understasding betwesn Sulgarians sad Jews. The
Government 1s balng sssisted in this matter by Jewish peeple
whoe have confidence in 1%, The Goverament will solve the
pro¥lam in seesrdsnce with matienal relstions between &
demsoratis State and its eltisens.

"In oases vhers flebitleuws properiy transfershavs besn
mds by Jews to Dulgariams, such preparty will be automiisally
returned to ite lawful owner, In ocames of fremdulent Lrans=
fars, the publie autherditiss will make ilnvestlgntions and
will procesd in favor of the inmjured parsy.”
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Engent Sorthy's plaa,

ftles;, theugh sware of thls movement, 414 nod Lntarfere

with it.

There haa been & sporsdlc sovessat, which we have
sngouragsd, of refugses from dreses Yo Turkay by sea,

has taksn nlase on & mevs or less Llnforsal basle, as

This

Baverthaless, since Ogtober, 1943

opportunity afforded.
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being restersd as raplily ss pessibls, under fairly chsstie
conditions,

Under the above siremsstanses, it ap-sars at ithis
writing that the majer program of the Var Dsfuges Beard,
eparating through Turkey, is conslwding, Thers resains,
in my epinien, further sxplorsiions in Bulgaris, lussnis
and slse Hungary whem the latter is liberated, The
possibility of say further operations frem Turksy, hewever,
ars dependent on the mewly erissted military snd pelitieal
situation, wherein Rusein ap sars %0 be playing & dominant
role, and in which our efforts must be guided satirely by
the repressntation of missions in Bulgaria and Rumanis
and, 1t is hoped, sventually Hwngary.

Sonslusions.

As obaarved im wy two previews reperts, ths sstablish-
ment of the Var Hefuges Board and the dispatch of represeni-
atives to Turkey working with the mympathetie asnd rescuree-
ful ald of Asbassador Steishardt reamlisd in the ressua
of thomsands of refugess whe wers admitted imts Palestine,
I% i doubtful If these refugess would have besn parmitied
to snter Turkey and procesd to Falsstlme witheut the
personal interventiom of the Ambassader mnd the Board
representatives on the scens ia Twrkey, IV bears repsidtion
that 1t is regrettable that the Beard, which has demonstrated
its vitality and the suscess of i%s operations, was mel
greated a year or two ago, Thers is me doubd from the
svidence at hand that additional thowsands of refugess sould
have besn saved,

It is svident that the mere sxistenss of the Board

existencs, 1t is consistenily reporied by numbars of
rofugess who had some through Turkay that ihe sxistence of
the Board and the work by the Eabassy in Turkey was knewn
througheut the Balkans, and that it previded for the
vistins a ray of hope which resultsd im lifting Whedir
serals and an alevenib-heur self-swsiaining effert on thelr

own part, In retrespect, snd an a procedent, the sstablish-
ment of the ¥ar Rafuges Board can be viewed an a sharp

and vitaliging lmestrument for ressus in the face of the
sschanisms brought to bear in warfars against aon-pariisipating,
innsesnt populatlons.

The exampls is elted of the abandonment of the diseass-
ridden Transsistrisn casp, Shromgh the imitlative of the
Board with Cretsissu, in Mareh, 1944, Several thousand
of the children releassd from this camp have passed through
Turkay inte Palestine,

The final phase of the Beard's progras ia swtablishing
s supnlessniary program of saving the populations withia
thelr own comntry, instead of attespiing the speradis
reseus of m&mmmun:qmumnr

should
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should alse be saphasised, While there is reason %o

believe that the anti-Jewish laws in Bulgaria, for

example, would have been reveked at some stage in the
libderation of thess couniries after their capitulatien,

it is etated on high authority from the Bulgariaas themeelves
that the Jewish question was sonsidered an incidental ome,
and was to be treated at a convenient later hour, 1t is
believed that every day in wvhich the 45,000 reinsiated
bulgarian Jewish oitisens were givea back their fresdom

is a day won for freedom,

Finally, as a blus-print for peace, the presedent
established by Bulgaria in making its first bold and
dramatic steps in the direction of the freeing of the
first vietims of the war, the Jewish populatien, is one
that may net be lost im the fall of the other satelliten,
and in Germany iteelf. Y,

Raspactfully submitted,
s/s lra A, Hirschmann

lra A, Iiufhnu

Attasche
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