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My dear Mr. Peblsy

our sconversation the other day I
promised to send you the substance of a telsgram which
we had recelved from the Forelgn Office on the question
of the evacuation of EBuropesn Jews through Turkey to
Falestine. I should have dons this bafors now, but I
was maiting to hear from the Forelgn (Office whether
they had yet had any reaction from the Turkish GQovern-
ment, As, however, they have nct yet telegraphed us about
this, I am sending you now the resuse (first enclosurs
to this letter) of the instructions sent by the Foreipgn
Office to cur Ambassador in Ankara on March 1Tth, Yo
will forgive me, I am sure, if I remind you that this
is very confidential material.

At the pame time I thought you might be
interested to see;, in case you had not already had it,
the text of the statement made by lr. Eden in the
House of Commons on Mareh 30th, supperting and en-
dorsing the President's declarstion of March 24th, I
am sccordingly you & copy of that statement
herewith (enclosure 2), Whilst on the subject, I
thought you might alsc like to have for your files the
text of the Interim Directive issued to the British
Broadeasting Corporation on March Z{th (eneclosare 3).

In the course of our conversation the other
day you said that you thought the British Qovernment
might improve its position on the general Palestine
gquestion if it were to lssue some form of statement
now to the affect that; until the end of the war in

Mr. John W. Pehls,
Director War Refuges Board,
United States Treasury,
Washington, D. C.
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far at any rate
Jorelgn Office expanding

this thems and asking shem to give it thelr serious
censideration. I will let Jyou kmew when we get

their reply.

1 talked $o William Hayter
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Tours sinsersly,

/o] . V. Raseell



¥We bave beesn comsidering again sur peliey in
regard to ths admission of Jews frem ccoupled Burope #e
Falestine within 1limi% of 75,000 laid down by the White Paper.
There are still some 20,000 unfilled plages out of that number,
Theee have besa hypethecatoed against various schemes but there
is ne abselute commitment in regard te them and it seems like-
1y that very little will some of these schames.

2. In July lagt His Majesty's Bovernment decided that in
future all Jews whether sdults or ehildren whe sguceeeded in
eseaping to Turkey weuld be eligible after a prelimimary
security cheek in Turkey for emward transpert to Palestine.
Little has so far come of thie econeession for wvarious reasuns.

3. In the firet plase the Jewigh Ageney alleged that Jews
still have diffieulty im getting Turkish transit visas. They
do mot question the readimess of the Turkish Government %o
receive up teo sertain limits refugees who reached their borders,
tut they malataia that 4t is eften very difficult for these
refuogees to go% as far as the berder.

4, Secendly, organized schemes in respest of whigh negotia-
%lons have been geing on threugh the pretesting FPower have all
related to ehildrea with a small percentsge of agoco

adults and veteran Jlonists. The agency says that these are
net the catégeries most eaally moved.

B. Thirdly they maintain that any approsch to the Balkanm
Governmente threugh the protecting Power, whether in respect
of large parfies or individuals, is beuad to be brought te

the notice of the German amtherities whe imevitably stop it.

6. The major facter is undoubtedly German oppesitiom: we
have been consldering various memsures to make the matter
sagler and now prepose as follows!

(1) The Turkish Gevernment should be told confidemtially
that His Majesty's Gevernment will allow all Jewish refugees
reaching Turkey to go em %o Palestine. Provided that the
Falestine sutherities are infermed comcurremtly of details of
vigis lsvued and arrivals in Turkey, they ean watech and
regulate the flew. We think therefore it might preve useful
if you teok as seem as possible a convenient eppertunity of
making eral eommmication to the Turiish Govermment in this
senge, Tou sheuld express the hops that this informatien

vill/



MEPRCOUCED FAOM HOLDONGS AT THE FRAKGLS( 0. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY

will enable them $e autherise their scomsuls im ocoupled
sountries %o grant transit visas to any Jews whe apply %o
them, $hus fasilitating their escaps frem Burepe.

(2) Agemay have suggested that British Passpers Oentrel
Officer in Turkey sheuld issus visss few Palestine direet om
application af their represeatative without referemce to
Jerusalem or this scountry. The High Commissioner and we are
agreesable to this course provided the Commissiomer for M gra—
$ion in Palestime is sent detalls of vieas issusd. I should
be grateful if yeu would imstruct the Passpors Gemsrel Officer
ageordingly. I presume it oeuld aleo be arramged fer the
Turkish Government $o tell their Consuls in sosupled ssuntries
of names of persems who would be given Palestinian visas on
arrival in Turkey. This sheuld make it easier fer those
persons to get Turiish transit visss. In view of suspieion
referred te in paragraph 5§ above, in which we believe there
is some substance, we prepose for the pregent te play down
appreash through the pretecting Power. Agensy have their ewn
means of cembact with the Jows in sscupled Barepe.

7. We are net optimistic that these changes will lead to
any very substantial result at the moment; at the same time
our hepe is that they will be of some assistance. It may be
that the Turks will want assurance that if there is an agoumlattdn
of refugees in Turkey, His Majesty's Sovermmemt will arrange
for them to be takem away by sea and that they will net becoms
& gcharge on Turkrieh funds. If they raise these peings you
sheuld say that we will eertainly do our bdest $o previde
Sranspert and Yhat we have little doubt that arrsagemsnts could
be made for Joint HMetribution Committee or some ether bedy te
provide ruu %o maintain the refugees.

8, Flease report by urgent telegran representations you
make on the foregeimg limes to the Turkish Goverament together
with their reagtion.
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in protedting and saving the innocent. His Majesty's Goverament,
for their part, are firamly resolved to contimue, in ece-operation
with all Governmeats and private asuthorities conceraed, %o
rescue and maintain so far as lies in their powver all those
menaged by the Hagi terror.
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Interim diréctive to B.B.0.: March 24th.

"Declaration on Refugees"

———— s o

His Majesty's Government associate themselves whole-
heartedly with declaration issued by President of United
States, warning Germany and her satellites of consegquences

\ of further persecutions in their territories and sppeal to

\ men of good will everywhere to assist so far as they are
able in proteecting the victims of oppression, threatened
with torture and death. His Majesty's Government are taking
every opportunity of conveying to the countries amd govern-
ments concermed their full agreement with the President's

\  declaration, and their determimation to cooperate ia all
meagures consistent with efficient prosecution of the war
designed to give assistance and refuge to all who can find
means of escaping the Nagis and Nasi-inspired tyranny,
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