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Ankara,
March 28, 1944

MEMORANDUM
FOR THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD

On Mereh 21 Mr, Patrick Malin, of the Intergovernment Committee
for Refugees, spent three days at the Embassy in Ankers, He bad seversl
visits with me in which he made s broad and detsdiled inguiry into the
work of the War Refugee Board in Ankera. He was interested in knowing
what we were doing concretely and what I knew of the organisetion of the
War Refugee Board in Washington and elsewhere. On the latter point I
informed him that I hed no information. In a genersl wey I related the
efforts of Ambsssador Steinhardt end myself in the work connected with
the evacustion of refugees from the Balkans by rall and ship.

In & confersnce which was attended by Asbsssador Steinhardt,

Nr. Packer, First Becretary of Eabassy, Mr., Melin snd myself, Mr. Malin
among other questions put the query regarding the desirability and need
of having & rlprtl-luﬁvl of the Governmentsl Committee in Turkey. He
hplbdinthlwwnurhhqmﬂonm that he would prefer to have the
work of his committee operated through the War Hefugee Board's represen—
tative in Ankara. The Ambassador and I were of a like opindon in that
an additionsl representative of sn additlional pommittes in the ssme field
might cause confusion and overlapping and impede rather than aid progress
in the direet sction in this field already under way. Mr. elin referred
to the memorandum (attached) which be bad written in December 1943
recommending thst no representative wes necessiry in Ankars, Turkey, at
this time. He stated that he would reecommend to London that (a) in view

of the work of the War Rafugee Board's representative in Ankara it would not
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be necessary at this time to add one froam the committes he represented end
that his committee would work through the War Refugee Board's representa-
tive; and (t) that he would recommend that the War Refugee Board's rep-
resentatives attespt to meet in London in the near future.
ittachad 13 & memorandum from Mr. Packer relating te a conwversation
resulting from & meeting which had been arranged by the Embassy with Mr,Z2ihai,
I understand that Mr. Melin gpent pome time while here with members
of the British Pabassy and had some conversations with the repressntative

of the Jewisgh Agendy in Turkey.

I.A.B,

(Initialed) I.4. H,



REFROOUCED FROM HMOLDEHIS AT THE MU0 O RDOSEVIET LmAART

I0/118/80 29 December, 1943,

APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES IN

1. Attached is & copy of & letter dated December £lst, 1845 from the
United Btates Eabassy to the Chalrmsn of the Committes. 4 mimilar letter
bas been addressed to him by the Govemnment of the United Kingdom. The
letters contaln the suggestion that there be sstablished small offices of
the Intergovernmental Committes at Alglers, Naples, Lisbon, Madrid snd
dnkars, for the purpose of usslsting refugees. The following considerstions
are relevant to the proposel.

(s) Generally the Intergovernmentsl Committee will not be able afficiently
to carry sut its functions unless it bas acoredited representativea im the
various countries concerned with refugees. It is contemplated that represen-
tgtives will be necessary in many Ewropesn cowmtries as elroumstances allow,

(B) It is clear that so far as Allied and Neutrel countries are con-
cerned, the prineciple of representation must be ascepted by the government
concerned. It 1s suggested, therefore, that the repressntative should be a
person agceptable to the Government of the country in which he 1s appointed;
that he should maintain close and friendly relations with that Government,
and that be should be a person of sufficlent standing and influence to have
ready acceas to and inspire the confidence of the Govermmeut departments and
suthorities concerned,

(e) The duties of the representative will vary sccording to loeal
problems, the meppe of the operstions, Lf any, of UNREA in that country,
and the efficlency of the voluntary organisations dealing with refugees.

(d) Similarly, the sise of the staff required is likely to vary greatly,
It 1s suggested that in the absence of particuler reasons to the contrary,
the normal procedure should be to appoint & representative with s smell office
staff and that if necessity arises, be should be given an essistant or assis-
tants, with such incresses in office staff as the sctusl work mey justify,

(e) The representatives should be directly responsible to the Direstor
and, through him, to the Executive Committes.

E. Fith regurd to the countries suggested for the early appointment of
repressntatives, the following facte sre relevant:

1 ALOIEED

The Executive Committes has the edventage of the udvice, sz & Member,
of the representative of the French Committee of National Liberstion. The
French Committes has many refuges probless, some relating to Framch nationsls,
others to persons of non-French nationality. 8o far as the first are con-
cerned, the Intergovernmentel Committes 1s st the service of the Fremch
Committee for any help which it may be able to give. Kith regard to other
refugees, the French ttee has followed & liberal policy and has recently
given its consent to the opening of a camp in Morocco., Althodlgh that camp
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