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Istanbul, August 1, 1944

Dear Br. Black:

Pursuant to cur corwersations 1 am confirming several of the
oints which were conourred in you and me in our discussions Tre-
ting to efforte to resoue viotims of persecution and oppression

in Ba ia.

The comversation with and reports from Balabanoff for his
govermment were encouraging as first possible stepa. His letter
written to 8imond for our govemrnment, which has been transmitted to
¥ashington, 18 confirmatoxy of the a . But I believe that ﬁ
will agree with me that the Bu an Government is not
enough at this crucial hour on hese matters. 1 am thoroughly eon-
vinoed that the government will take whatever possible steps are avall-
able to umﬁte the release, within techniocsl possibilities, of their
gitigens pen to be Jews. From information at bhand, confirmed
l{ {au and Ba these steps at this time can result in enly a
pitifully small llnliplthn.

I »m bothered by two aspects of the situation: a) that few
refugees will be able to leave Bu a in the next !.ngrﬂ;nt weeks
and months; b) thet the United States Government, watohing daily for
epeoific sots of large refuges movements out of ﬁulpﬂ., will have
no choice but to interpret these ugﬂt- results as a breagch of falth
by the Bulgarian Government in the face of its verbal and writtem rep-
resentations by Balabanoff.

Qoneidering the soute political situation today, ths desire ex-
pressed by Balabanoff for his ﬁwamant +o make such moves which would
win the good will of the United States Governmsnt and its psople, we
stand to in a position where the fortultous first steps in a program
whioh could be productive of good on all sides could be unwittingly
misoonstrued. I therafore made to you today the proposal which I believe
is the only s0lid and satisfactory mpwe that should be offered by the
Bulgarian Government without delay; namely, conorste steps to revoke
and abolish forthwith the two notorious nnii-inhh lawe on ite books.
In asserting the above I am not unaware of certain teohnical and poli-
tioal obstacles which the ernment in Bulgaria today may find 1% ne-
cessary to overoome. But these are days when I presume to suggest that
governments will persist only by bo}d and forthright steps espedially
STin Telation o the onward sweep of Allied viotory, and 17 they wish
to find themselvee in some measure of good grace at the Pegoe Table.

As you know, I have no authority to spegk in comnnection with
the latter, but I am char with a special responsibility and can
offer now a speoifio for the good will that will Tesult from
broad strokes in the direotion of humanitarianism, especially as re-
lated to T es, which will not promise but fulfill a policy whieh
will negate that of a former government in ruthlessly corTupt a
helpless minority of its own people, and which will be designed oon-
oretely to rebabilitgte these viotimized members of ite own oltisenxy.
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The Bulgarian Govermment stands today in the position where

14 oan ereate a priceless measure of good will without, as I see i%,
giving up aaything fundamental, by taking the essential steps with-
out delay to abrogate the scandalous anti-Jewish laws and to permit
us to amnounoce it n&%uﬂﬁ# the world. Whatever saorifice on
4ts om nu.- is necessary at s time for it to do so. I am oon-
fident that the scales will weigh heavily in i%s own favor af$er the
deoision is amnounoced.

1 have sed Balabanoff and you that suoh a step would be
heralded with the widest publioity throughout the United States (and
-u.......,-.uhnM. whioh I shall take it as oy onwlplv task to disoharge g
The evidence in the instance of the abo n»oﬁﬂﬂiaﬂFET
tria by the Rumanians is with you. The step I am sugge ing would
eliolt publicity and good will of a manifold nature and soope.

There is another aspeet of the subject whioh we discussed and
whioh should be re-enforced with the Bu ans. It is my sense that
this may well be ﬂﬂ apﬂw““pwgnu *rn ulu.nu!“nlu- ulinwwuﬂ?-lﬂn-
out of a country like @ presen ernmen
is ae sound and forward-looking in ite E-aﬁnuu to reconsiruct
its oountry as ls indicated. Jews who have been reduced by these
two laws to no.ﬂmur.- deprivation and inability to oarry on any legiti-
mate work must put on their feet, mot for themselves alone as
Bulgarian olifis dut for the enormous comtribution that they will
make in helping 14 $he new Bulgaria. It is a strange paradex which
history relstes that the Ten and depleted u-ﬂirwﬂuaﬂnui#! when
released have without exgepiion rebounded in other e ries and very
soon begome valuable oit in building the wealth and oulture of
their communities. _.-m the histexry of Bulgaria, the Jews as
an indigemous part of that nmat od Telative fal> uml!l
until recently when this latter record was smudged one the black-

est pages in Bulgarian history. With any falr ohangs, economic assis-
Sanon Cienabilitstion and sustenanse, the Jewish pecple should gquiokly
become essential and -_-ﬁ_n.._, partioipants in bui the new nationm.

Why send them in lost 8

of their country asseris, *nw-_wnﬁ "gradually® uﬂh mvlunuqi baek
in the position of respect and ulq-nﬁﬁiq vhers they were hefore
the wmar. w."'m-dlv-..r-.- the Ba an Government some monbhs
henge may find itself in the positien for the refwrn of
these self-same ¢itizens whom they helped deport Palestine &t great
expense and inoconveniente. I txust that you are not burdensd by my
over-emphasis of the point, but I imsist that the siep we are st
p-m will be of even greater advantage to Bulgaria than to those

will be saved.

to strange lands a® the Minister

One more point: I think the leaders of the Bulgarian Government
should know that we shall “ﬂwla to hold them responsible for that
whieh Ba signed. le he wrote somewhat lesg than he re-

rted to Sl'verbal his letter is oategoric in asserting that

a) the ernment i1 ameliorate the situation of the Jews and
gease all forms of persecution without delay; (b) transport will be
facilitated within all possible tedhnical means. The letter goes fur.
ther in its implications, but speaking for the Government of the
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United Btates of america I Tepeat that we ghall never be satis—
fied with these genvarsations and ¥ gentations until these two
laws are revoked. In the meanwhile the government can te completely
l1ax in its enforcement of them.

For will this be gufficient : As I {indicated above n state

of soonomic 1ty exisks for the Jewish oitisens zesult from
these laws. t is ths good of tting people fresly %o leave
their homes if they have nowhars %o go, nor means of funds

axoeph v; jmmoral and 1llsgel means| ghers are no possible avall-
able met of reconst ing thelr or their dignity as human
beings? Measures mudt be found at once to supply § with food,
the negogsary moand of living as decent cltisens and economic asslst-
e to rehabllitate their businesses, thelz fanilies and their homes.

We proposs to offer through the assistance of sxigting relief
agenoies, now represented in Turkey along with that of our gowarn-
mant, such means to rehabllitate thil population as poosibilities
Sermit. Obviously it is nob too much o ask that the Bulgarisn Govern-
ment g::ll.t this aid and assist i% in every possible reasonable way.

T e pl.u,piru-d the population. Wa do not ask them o revive
it but only to permit gthers to do =0 without 1et or hindranoe 80
that they may sonitribute towards the wellbeing of thelr own countzy.

1 hope to hear that the .faﬂh!li_fht and sinoers steps suggested
hersin have been taken by the Bulgarian Qovernment in order %o fortl-
fy its position among the humane nations of the world and to win baok
the respsot and good will of our peopls wiloh they had so scrupulously
built in the last half-century and ¥ oh they have so sorsly lost ia
the last black warwgears.

with ttanks for your kindnees and friendship,
Oordially youIs,

1. &, Hirschmann
Special Attache

Dr. Floyd H. Black
Presidant

Hobert Oollege
Hisar
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P.S. If the Bulgarian Govermment is seeking methods to demonstrate

ite eincexrity im being he 1 in this situation conneoted with

refugee movements, we Are rmed that a number of refugees, possi-
bly up to 2,000, will be mi‘&:npﬂ in the next few days. We

have requested of the ! ernment that they permit these
rdwnr Rumania in tranesit and we have been informed that

the have agreed in iple to this progedure. Obvious

the Bulgarians would not at % time wish to set up & blockade

these refugees in the fagse of their resentations. It will therefore
be neces for them to agres to % these refugees to come through
!nl:rn and to provide for them the necessary tmnsit fasilities out
of ia to Turkey without delay. The above will apply similarly
tor es who will be leaving Rumania, (who do not ve from Humgary),
and for whom transit facilities through Bulgaria will be required.

1.A. H.
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I.MI.'IJ.- nm.tl 23, 1o44

vaar Dp. Blmak:

in e pravious sommunlestion to you, I refarrsd to
tha nossibility of supnlylng money to fesd the Jowish
pepulation of pulgaria. It 18 my understanding that
thare 18 snpugh food thero avellabls, but the s-:wlah
pooulaticn ia virtuslly ceuporized anc unable to buy
tns necossery food. In aiditlon, this sams Jawilsh
population hes basn daprived of 1ts sgcnomie privi-
leges and has beson unable to indulge in businaas and
professionel aotivitize in ordar to put {taalf on &
salf-susteining besls.

I ar prepersd ot this tlme Lo Eu ¢ gap further in
tha ‘iroction indloatsd abovsn, #nlla no commitment

gen be mede ot this pomeont in sposifie terma of dollars,
1 have ovary good raslon to balieve that thoe negcassary
funia eculd be "romptly fortherming to serve thesa
purposss, 1t will be negsssary, ol courids, to datar-
mine just whnt fonde will be nasded, whers and how they
ara to bu distributed, and {or taat purposs R noutral
sgonoy would, probebly ba rogquirsd to make such & study
in odvance, end to handls tha sntaroriss. farnaps 1t
gould bao the Tnternptione] had Cross, or aoils othar
agonoy agroed unon by the Sulgarian Grovarnmant

the intermediariss for the Govarnmant of the United
sgates, Lt has ogourred to me tnet such & dafinitive
statemont wtich ec:ld rosch tha Bulgarian Oovsrmmant
at this tima may be wspeeinlly useful at tols moment.
1 teke this oecasion %o repact that oul purposu ia

{m) to ssaa that the Bulperign c!tlzens ara rainatated
to thelir normol neltion soelall; and asonomically;
(b} that they ars glven thn wharswlithal to ilndulge

i, thelr now froodom sctively) (g} that they can
bagope Aelf-musteining, with ell of the indapandenco
and dignity ettachod to tass qualities as Culgarian
gitizons; (4) that 'hey oan {mmadiately begln to

.
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gontrloute to tha resuscllation of the economie 1lifs
of the new nation whieh, I understand, 1s now balog
forged.

The latter may be of intersst to the Sulgsrian
Government, and 1t would seem Lo me tnat, if such
work 18 to ba done, tna sooner 1t is begun the batter
for all congerned, 1 thersfore have taken the occasion
of addrsssing this nota to you, 8o thet in principle
y-u will undsrstand our vlews, and perhaps have Lhan
Ltransmittad whara they mey do the most good at this
'ﬂmﬂ-ill hﬂu‘r.

Cordially yours,

1. A, Hiraschmann

ire Floyd . Slask, Prosident
Robart Colloga
Hiszar

1A/b
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