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HO. 3680 (R - 2444)

AERICAN CONSULATE CENERAL

Istanbul, Turkey, Maren 18, 194L.

R

SURJECT: The Present 3tatus of Jews in (reece.

THE HONORABLE
TVE 3RCRETARY OF STATE,
YASHINGTON.
5In:

1 have the honor to submit i{nformation concernin- the present
status ol Jews in Greece and to report reouests of Jewish refugees
that an orgenized service be established to assist Jews in escaping.
i mucber of small groups of Jews have recently arrived in Ismir
and representatives have visited tne Ameriesn Consulate, but the
information inecluded in tnis despatch was furnished chiefly by
pasbers of a perty of 2b Jews. incluging seven women and three
enildren of nine years or leas, wno arrived in Chesme on Varch 2.
Vembers of tnis group left Athens in pid Decepber ana the weeks
tollowing, going to Zuboea by boat. Alter waiting there one-and-
a-half to two-and-a-nall months. they finally succecded in obtain-
ing transportation to Turker ana they left Huboea February 28,
Beceuse ol stormy weathsr thes bout was obliped to put in at Skyros
for one night.

The report includes estimates of the numbers of Jews living
in Athens and other parts of Gresce, an aprraisal of the present
attitude of the Uermans toward the Jews as shown in the orders and
pecommendations to registersd Jews, statepents regarding tne praise-
worthy attituds of the Oreek people ond the Ralllis Government to-
ward the Jews, a discussion of the rresent posaibilities of eacape
and recormendations that an orpanized system af rescue be established.
There is attached an enclosure entitled the "Fate of the Labor Bat-
tzlicns of Jews sent from Salondca in 1942 and 1943", which wnile
not bearing airectly upon the present gitustion of the Jews in
freece, pives details wnich have not been previcusly reported to
this office and wiich are bslieved to ba ol nistorical interest.

The four mecbers of the party who were interviewed weret

Jacques H. Benrubi, resident of Athens, civil engineer, grad-
uate of the Conservatoirs Natlonal des Arts et Yetisrs, Parls.
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tavia J. Faraggl, resident of Athens since 15940, formerly
Administrative Director of the Austro-Hellenic Tobacco Company
li=ited in Salonika, and Honorary Chancellor of the Austrian Con-
sulate Ceneral at Salonica.

¥

‘Volse Nahmiaa, resident of Salonice until the spring of 1943,
when he went to Athens; until June, 1940, Fonde de Fouvolr de la
Zoclete Anonyme d'issurance Denerales "Ia Victoris de Berlin,
Direction pour la frece et 1'Albanie; 1940 - February 1943 Director
of & company which refined cotton oil.

Oscar Sales, recently a resldent of Athens; previcus to
Aorll 1941 DMirector of the Salem Bank of Saloniea; when the bank
was closed, he started a shop for woolen poods.

Investigations in Iamir have established the reliability of
these four men. 3Salem is a Spanish subject; the others are Creek
gitigens. A1l weres in hiding in Athens, foilowing the German crder
of Uctober 3 that all Jews must register.

The above party did not leave Oreece because the situstion had
changed for the worse sinee October when all Jews were required to
register, but because it was the consensus of opinion that if the
Gerrans remain in occupation, there will soon be persecution of the
Jews of Athens, similar to that of Sslonica in the spring of 1943.
Even Jews of foreign nationality, such as Salem, feel that it is
not safe to stay on in Oreece, &lthough their position ia undoubt-
edly less dangerous than that of Gresk Jews.

There are varicus sstimates as to the number of Jews in Athens
at present. In Noverber, as was reported in Despatch Ho. 1746
(R-1618) tne Istanbul representative of a Jewish organization stated
tnat of & total of 3,500 Jawa in Athens before the October order to
register, a1l excert 500 hed escaped from the city. However, fron
later reports it is known thet instead of escaping, the great najor-
ity were hicden, some in the houses of COreek friemds or In quarters
for which they raid a hipgh priee, sone in the mountalns. A resune
of estimates reported in the last three months is siven below; the
starred nu-bers are the fijures suprlied by the four men interviewed.

Yumber of Jews in Athens before the [lisht

from Salonica in the spring of 1943 sus 35008 = 5000
fusber of Jews who fled to Athens from

Salonica see 25000 = HOOQ
Mumber of Jewa in Athens now wss 3600% = BOXD
tumber of Jews of foreign eitizenship

in Athena err 500F - 60O
lumber of Jews in Athens who complied with

the German order to rogiaster s BO0E = 1500
Murber of Jews now hidden in Athens

and vieinity «es M1l wio have not

reglstered

Humber of Jews in Spirus before the

oecupation saw 2000 = G000

Humber
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Yumber of Jews in Corfu before the
occuration »en 10004

Humber of dews who have escapsd to Turkey
through Izsir ees 3OO = 11006

lierber of Jews who have escaped to Turkey
through other ports sen 300

T'hen the order for repistration of all Jews was first issusd
(see Despateh No. 1601 (B-=1483}, Cotober 22, 1943), only & few
hundred of the poorsst Jews cbeyed the order. The Cerman authoritles
assured these people that no unfortunate conseouences would follow
their ragistering and urged them to advise other Jews to follow the
regulation. No penalty was imposed for late reglatration and as
there was no unusual persecutlon of those who had cbyed the order,
gradually rore and more Jews registered. Such action was usually
forced upon them by poverty, lor although the Grecks have been humane
in the extreme in their attitude toward Jewa, it is often very
expensive to remain in hiding and many poor Jews have not been able
to continue te pay for thedr security. /Dee Despatch No. 1746 (B-
1618) of November 11, 19437, However recent chunges in the syatem
of having registered Jews report, have aroused some suspicion. Instead
of being oblipged to report every two days, aa was the case at first,
there is now no repular rericd, but each time the Jaws report they
are told when to return and are nllowed a very short interval in which
to appear, often not more than fifteen minutes. This means that all
the repgistered Jews of Athens are gathered perlodically in one place
and it is feared that on ome of these occasions the Cermans will take
advantage of the situation Lo seize them. This fear is strengthened
by the Cerman insistence that the registered Jews persuade others to
register. The four men reeently interviewsd expressed the comviction
that all registerad Jews mre rartalnly condemned to death unless an
organized effort is made to asslist them to escape.

The attitude of the Oresk people toward the Jews was pralsed in
the highest terms. Tith the exception of the Oreeks of Salenlca,
who are reported to have had an unssmpathetic and sometines hostlle
sttitude toward the Jews during the rersecuticns of 1943, the Jewish
refu/ees rar the sincerest possible tribute of respect and ad dration
for the Oresks who have consistently given nid, even at the cost of
tremondous sacrifices. There are countless cazes of Creeks taking
Jews into thelr homes, hiding thes, feeding them from their less
than seanty supplies, and risking their livea to protect them. The
Brilis Government has also besn venevolant in its attitude and alter
the Jerman order to register was issued, the police were authorized
to surply 3,200 Jews with Greek identity cards. Our informants said
that the police were always ready to assist Jews and would never
betray their hiding places to the Germana. A number of instances
were given where the rolice not only foaled to pive evidence apalnst
the Jews but made constructive sugrestions to help them. ‘Then the
order ol Cctober 3 was nnnounced, it spplied to all Greece, bubt many
districts did not receive instructions for ccrrrint it out and in that
case the police tool no steps whatscever tosard enforeing the measure.

in

=TT this number it was estirmated that 500 were rrovided with papers
shoming that they were Creeks, with Creek names.
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In Jasnina, lor instance, the Jews have not been required to registar
and they circulate fresly. It is true that their real proverty has
been seized by the Germans and Lhey cannot leave the city without
paying from 1 to 2 million Drachmas for a persll, but their daily
1ife poes on much as usual. In Corfu there are no reports of per=
secutions, although Jewisi property has undoubtedly been confiscated.

it present tnere ls no organization or underground movement
for alding the Jews of Oresceo. Those who leave the country do so
uron their own {nitiative and througn private channels. For the
rich the underteking is difficult and full of hardships but it offers
a good chance of success. The only way for poor Jews to escapa is
through the charity of their fellow-countrymen. The four members
of the party recently interviewed said that their proun included &
nusber of poor Jews, whose QUPENSES WAre raid by the more wanlthy
merbers. This group also leit monay with peor Jews who could not
epbark witn them and were cbliged to walt in Euboas .

It is not easy even for rich Jews to obtain passage from
fuboss to Turkish ports, for it is understood that the Bnplish
and Anerican servicea can take only a limited nurber and it is
dirfieult to find other means of transportation. ‘ne places in
Fuboea where the rarties are obliged to wait are prisitive in the
extreme and the ood supply i almost non-existent. EAY paintalng
a consistently benevolent attitude toward Jews, often actually pro=
tecting them from open nostility on the rart of the inhabitents of
certain Albanian willajges on Euboen, but it cannot glve them food.
& Jew who recently arrived in Tzmir sald that he lived for six weeks
on o diet consisting solely ol raw ardons in the morning and boiled
onions at noon. The only slesring ruarters were such that the
party was devoured by lice.

The four Jews mentioned above, A3 well as othars who have
baen iaterviewed irom time to time, made the most urgent ples that
the Allies, mnd especially the United States of America, should
provide organized ald wnich will make it possible lor even poor
Jaws to escape Irom Creece. They referred rarticularly to those
who nave registered, as toey believe that all Jews remaining in
Greece, whom the Cormans oan find, only await the fate that befell
the Jews of Salonica in Parehn 1943.

Te give eflective aid it would be necessary [irst to organize
a service to evacuate the Jews to Cuboez or to include Jews in
one of the resent Kilied services wnich nave worked out A very
efficient syatem. Second, it sould be necessary to rrovide facil-
{ties to bring them by poat from Cuboea to 8 point on the Turkish
const near Izrir. Fermits for Jews to travel from Izedr to Paleatine
are now arranged by the Dritish and Oresk servieces in Tenir but,
for the destitute Jews, it would be necessary in addition to furnish
funda Cor their living expenses poth while waiting in Tuboea und en
route to Faleatine and for thelir transportation expenses. It ia
understood that boats in both the oeitish - Oroek wnd American ser-
wiges have recently brougnt Jows from Suboes to Turkey but, neeord=
ing to the refugees, Jews are transported cnly if thers happan to
be vacant places. It would appear, therefore, that although a
chanpe of policy would facilitate the escape ol Jews, the nuestion
ean ba solved only by an axpanaion of the existing servicea for the
specific rurposs of resculng thes.

It 1=
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It is believed that the rescue of Jews from Creece falls
within the scope of the work of the “ar Refugee Board appointed
by the President and it is urged that the above be called to its
attention. It is also suggested that Despatch No. 2628 (R-2045)
of Yarch 11 on the subject “lovement of Refugees from Greece through
Tzmir" would furnish the Board convineing evidence of the feasi-
bility of the plan briefly outlined above, The inadequacy of the
ferman control of the coast and the sea, as well as the benevolent
attitude toward the Jews on the part of the Greek people and of
ZA, the most powerful resistance group, make the task of resculing
Jews simply a questi-n of organization and financial support.

Respectfully yours,

Burton ¥. Berry
American Consul General
File No. B20.02
}CD: HMD:vis
Znclosure: No. 1
To Department in Orivinal and Hectograph.

Copied by 1B
Checked with RS




Enclosure lo. 1 to Despatch
No. 2680 (B - 2,92) dated
¥arch 18, 1944, from the
American Consulate General,
Istanbul, Turkey.

Fate of the Labor Battalions of Jews Sent
From Salonieca in 1942 and 1943
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Taferences in previous despatches to labor battalicns of Jews
are as follows: Despatch Ho. 966 (R - BES), July 21, 1943, in
which the statement is made that there was no news of 1,500 Jews B
who had been sent to larissa to work on roads and mines; Despatch
Yo, 1085 (R - 992), August 7, 1943, which states that beginning
with July 1942 proups were sent away almost daily by the Cecupation
Authorities to forced labor in Yacedonia; Despateh Ho. 1746 (R =
1618), November 11, 1943, which contains the follewing report of
the Istanbul representative of a Jewlsh organization, "Jews of
Salonics mobilized in groura for forced labor, bepinning from
July 1942 up to the time of the mass deportations in the spring
of 1943, are atill in Creece”.

*fen quostioned upon this subject, ifr. Hahmias who was in
Salondca at the time the firat labor battilions were called up
and who served on the ~ammittee that later arranged for thelr
raturn, rave the following information: Until July 1942, the
Jews of 3alonica were not rolested by the Cermana. Gercan officers
1ived in Jewlsh homes and their relations-with Jewish families wore
pleasant. In-July a committes of Gormans arrived in Salonica to
register all men betwean 18 and 45. The announcement wis made that
anyone faiiing to roglster would suffer the death ponulty and there
waa, thersfore, & full attendance upon the day spacified. The
reglstration took place in & public square wiere conditions were
made as painful for the Jews as Cerman ingenuit: could devise and
where Gepuans resorted to torture upon the slightest rretext.
Following the registration, 10,000 men were sent to labor camps.
The lood nrovided by the Garmans was very lnadequate in quantity
and inexcusably bad i suality. At the endal the first week
several Jews had died, 'hen the Fardlles of the laborers tried
to send food, the Gerrans refused pormission. As more and more
deaths were reported during succeeding weeka, & comrittee o Jews
wisited the Cerman suthorities in Salonies and obbtoined permisslon
to send food.

In 1ate Serterber or early Cotober 1947, the Cernans advised
the above-rentioned Jewish committes tiat the labor battelions
would be perpdtted to return if a sum sufliclent Lo pay Lhe waiges
of men be peplace ther was furalshed by -the cormittee. The amount
depanded was 3 billion Orachmes. The comrdttes msked to be allewed
to consider the rrovosal and it was found that the comeunity could
pay only 2 billion. “Tnen this rerly was civen the Carmans, they
agreed to nccert the sum of 2 billion Dractuas if the Jews would
cede their cemetery to Lhe Oecuration Authorities. The committee
refused to do this and the Cermans finally arreed to allow the
lsborers to peturn upon the raceirt of 2 billina Orachmas. Apost
{rpedintely [ollowing trls agreement, the Cermens destroyed the
Jewish cemeterr in the night. The havoc whieh they wrought there
wes 3o great thet the cemeter: was hardly recognizable and none
gould find the honea of his dead.
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The members of the labor battalions who had survived up to
that time canme back on October 15. Of the 10,000 who had been
sent out, only 6,500 returned. They were in a pitiable condition
and 500 dies in Sezlonica during the ensuing months, ulthough given
every care,

vhen the 5.5. trooos who arrived in Salonica in February 1943
deported the entire Jewish population of Greek citizenship, the
men who had bean in the labor bettalions the rrevious autumn were
again sent to work cumps. Those who survived the second period of
forced lubor were later sent to Poland. No members of the labor
battalions are now lelt in Greece.

The Germans whose srecial mission was to deport the Jews of
Salonica were members of the Viennese Cormission 104 of the Security
Service. The most active members were Captains Brunner and Viinelslek
and Serpeants Slawik end Geibing.
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