


MIFRCOUCED FROW FOLDSELS AT Tl FRAMOE 0 ROCIVILT LAY

Ankara
Fobruary 13, 1944.

Dear Mr. Mikhailovj

I refer to our conversation today at the Jovliet
Embnssy in which you expressed your sympathetioc
interest in our govermment's program for the resoue
of Nazl vietims and your desire to assist our repre=-
sentatives in their efforts to effectuats mesans of
sscuring the relesase of these victims, eapeclally from
the HEalkan gatellite countries, TYou requestad a
memorandum covering the fuots concerning the acute
provlem now exlating in Bulgaria, which 1a the special
problem on which I asked your assistance in obtalning
some faotual information, the background and data of
which I set forth below to the best of our knowledge.

The Turkish Government permits nlne families per
country per week (approximately B0 peopla) to pass
in transit to and through Turkey from Huagary, Rumania
and Bulgaria. In addition 1ic allows children in
proupa of 75 par week to enter and pass throush Turkey,
provided that they arrive with the proper visaas. The
following 1a the record aupplied us by the Jewlah
hgeney indicating the number of Jewlsh refugees who
have passed through Turkey from January 1943 through
Decembar 1943:

Jan.-dept. 1943

Mr,; Zerpuel Mikhailow,

First deoretary,
Huasian Embasay,

Ankara.



MEFRCDUCED FROA MELDee0d A7 THE FRAMODN 0 ROOSEVELY LARARY

JAR .= t
gration
(ehildren up to 1l yeara
and 3 convoyera)

Hungary 125
Rumania yi'® 199

Bulgaria éég_

Oot.=Dea, 1;32
ndividually Budapest 120

Buohareat 50

Sofia B2
Athens 2 56k
Refurees to Cyprus Rumania 180

Pulgaria 22 22

dnee January lst, Bulgaria, through which all
refugees from Xurope and the Balkan satellits countries
must pass in transit to Turkey, is now withholding
trnosit visas for those comling from other parts of
Europs to the Balkans and is withholding exit rermits
from the Jews reslding in Bulgaria. In the past fort-
nlght only ono Jewish family has succeeded in coming
through to Istanbul,

It is diffioult for us to ascertain whether tha
Bulgar!ans instruotad thelr consuls in Hungary and
Rumania to refuse transit vlsas or whether the present
tranaport fmcilities through Bulgarlia have in any way
caused the "closing of the door" explained above.

It would be of great valus to us if the present
attitude of the Bulgarian Goverament in ita polioy
of granting or withholding translt visas to refugees
coming from Rumania and from Hungary via Rumania
oould be ascertalned through your repressntative in
Bulgaria; the reasons for the recent reversal of aotion
in this field; alao the reasons whioh led to the withe
holding of sxit permits slnce January lat from Jews
rosiding in Bulgaria,

In our cordial conversation I trust that I made
clenr that I waa requeating not that you take any
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action in this matter, but that you would be good
enough to obtaln 1f poaaible {information through your
reprasentatives who are on the scena in Pulgaria and
may already be apprised of the facts dealing with thia
altuation; or, as you indlcated, through any other
u.:.n.l which you may deem advisable in exploring the
ma ttar. .

I should indeed be grateful for your asslatance
in obtaining this information for us and I need not re-
peat that the emergency rolating to i’.n.nuunt, victims
13 such that 1t would be especially helpful if theae
data oould be seocured as quickly aa posalble.

with renswed thanka.
Znecersly yours,

I. A. Airschmann,
Attache

IAH/mb/mgl
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