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At the olose of ths first World War, Roumanian territory was
inareased from 53 429 square miles %o 122,282 square milss and its
population froe 7,500,000 %o 16,000,000 poople, To old Roumsnia
was added Trensylvania, Dessarabis and Bukovina; i% retained South-
ern Dobrudja, Befors 1918 its Jewish population numbersd approxi-
mately 300,000, With sequisition of the new territory, the Jewish
opulation inoressed, Under the terms of the Treaty with Roumania
{Degember 9, 1919), Roumanis undertook %o resognize as Roumanian
Hationals ipso facto and without the requiremsnt of any formelity,
Jews inhabliting any Roumaniap territory who 4id not possess another
pationality (Articls 7)/. Although this Treaty was duly ratified,
the guarartes sontained thersin was not inmcorporated in the Roumsnian
Conatitution with the result that the exzpectations of the framers of
the Treaty wero never realized, Tho decrees of successive govern=
memts gradusnlly whittlsd away the politiecal, ecomomic amd civil
rights of the Jews 4in Roumania and the Jews wers pever affored s-
quality with the other inhabitamts living in Hoummnis,

A census taken by the Folies Authorities ip 1924 showed a
total of 796,000 Jews in Greater Houmania, 230,000 in 0l Roumania,
238,000 in Bessarabia, 128,000 in Bukovios, and 200,000 in Transyl=-
vania, The official ¢ensus taken in 1930 showed & decline in the
rumber of Jewish inbabitants, this was dus to the desire of the Rou-
manian suthorities to lessen the icportanes of minorities residing in
the couniry.

A% the outbreak of the present gonflict in 1939, the Jewish
population of Roumenis musbering approzimately 850 000 wan distributed
as follows: 300,000 in 01d Roumenis, and Dobrudja; 330,000 in

Besgarablo and Bukovina, 220,000 in Transylvania and the Banst Region.
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On June 29, 1940 Roumania lost Bessarabia and Northern Bukdvina to
Russia; on August 21, 1940 Bulgaria obteined Southern Dobrudda and on
Mugust 31, 1940 Hungery acquired Treansylvanie, These chenged in ihe
torritorial status of Roumania reduced her territory to 70,000 square
miles and her people to approzimately 12 to 13 million including about
450,000 to 475,000 Jews. 0f this mumber 275,000 lived in 01d Roumernia
and the balance in Bukovina,

On June 22, 1941, Roumania and her Axis partner, Jermeny, invaded
Russia and reconquered [essarabia and Northern Dukovira, Many of the
Jawish inhabitants of that territory retreatad aith the Russians, In
September of 1941 the Antonescu Government set up ghettos in Carnauti
and Eishinev to which Jews from Bukovina end Bassarabia were sent.

In Octobsr of 1941 the Roumenian Government decreed that all Jews
residing in Bukovina and Bessarabie be irmadiately sent to Trensnistria,
the newly acquired territory lying between +the Bug and Dnsister Rivers,
This ordar was nlqo applied to Jewish natives of Bukovine =nd Besserabia
then residing in the 01d Kingdom, The lesaders of the Jewish communities
protested ngﬂinstlihis expulsion order without avail, This order of el-
pulsion was uppliad to the Jews of tha provinces in spite of the fact that
their rights as citizens of Roumsnia had been recognized by the decrae
I 793 of September 3, 1941. Some 200,000 womanand children were aifected
by this order. 4ll of the Jews %hen residing in Bessapabia were shipped
to Transnistria and out of thc sntire Jewish population of Bukovina only
16,000 were allowed to remain in Cerneuti. The deportees wers compelled
4o loave their homas on three hours notice and the vest mnority of them
traveled on foot., Many wers packed in box cars without alr or dight, Eye
witness mccounts stated that the roads were lined with corpses end when the

box cars wers opened, only a few survived the ordeal,
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The excerpts from the following letier reaching this country from
Moghilsv vividly describes the plight and sulfering of these peoples

"Our Golgothe started the first of November, We laft Cernauti at
sundown, 50 men jampackad in each oattle ocar, end arrived “unday at
3 n'0lock in... The trein stopped sic miles from the station and we
were ordsred to loave the cars with our lugpage within five mimites,
The soldiers shouted and cursed at us, MNext to the track there was
s ditoch filled with mud and soft dirt. We hedto cross this didch
groughing on all fours with the luggage on our backs, Wie wore all
covered with mud while helping each other to get across, I gould
not possibly carry my Mother to the gther side so I looked for zn
sosier spot %o oross, But & guard came aftor me and hit me twice
on the head with the butt of his rifle, I was too wenkenad af'ter
this to take my luggage and had to leave it to the prey of the guards,

%o had to walk about sic miles to reasch our destinetion, So tired and
footsore were we thet soon we bagan to drop our belongings, which ware
picked up by the sgoldiers. No doubt, this wes the purpose of removing
us from the train, Meny collapsed from exhaustion on the road while
the gusrds were shipping them, None of us could help, in the first
place because we were not permitted %o, and sagcondly, because we were
all too worn out to do snything., Finally, we arrived in a locality,
On one side ol the road a military band intomed funeral merches and

on the other amiged soldiers fired salvos, This wes supposed %o be
funny and the more searsd and tired we looked the more fun they had.
When we arrived we wers completely penniless. &ven our documents were
taken awny when we were searched before our departure,

Arriving in the locality a corporal addrdssed us and announced thet

the aged and children would remain behind on the road while the young
and healthy peopla would have to march 100 miles to the Bug river whers
the concentration cemp wes loceted. But we found out after we arrived
there that sven this wes not our last stop., We hed to marsh further
and closer 't the Dniester. While merching during the night our
knepsacks were cut from our shoulders by "unidentified" persons, Thus
we lost the lest remnants of our property.

Arriving at the river we had to stend on e marshy terrain from 7 P.M,
until 3 A.M. in order to oross on a ferry to Moghilev. At 2 o'oclock
the soldiers started to search us again for any personal treasures

we may have oclung to. On the ferry we were searched again by other
guards and what their fellow soldiers forgot to tnke wers taken by
them, When I was stripped to my last shirt a soldier came %o me and
tried to find more things on me. He became so angry when he could not
find nothing that he boat me, Women and children were not trested
better., When the guards gould find nothing else on one woman, they
knocksed her gold teeth out.

The concentration camps in Moghilev were filled to capacity, so we were
lef+t to our own destiny. This seemed %o us in the boginning 2 lor-
tunate turn, but later we found out it was not, Mkoghilev suffered
heavily from the bombardment and the flood. The Dnfester flooded the
oity completely and the houses stood in water, We went out to find

living quarters but only lound a house without doors or windows, After



PEPRCOUCED FROM HOLDOMGS /T THE FRANAL O ACOSTVELT LIBRAY

-
cleaning away some of the mud wo nailed planke over the holes, We figed
stoves out ol tin, but they produced more smoks than warmth., We almost
suffocated and could not see for the smoke and soot, but we had to keep
on heating the house against the cold winds which swept through it, We
slept on the floor, newspapers and what olothing was left to us our only
protection against the bitter cold, T:ers were no bathing accomodations
whatsoever, WHe did not even possess a bucket to wash in, nor was there
anything to be foudd in the city. For six weeks we did not take off our
olotbes, and most of us are now covered with lise, lavatories are un-
known hers and the streets end fields are coverod with human sxcration,

Gpidemics and the cold have taken a high +oll in our ranks, Our first

thought after a wesk's stay was to commit auicido, but our women urged us

to walt for better days; I do not know whethsr we should be thenkful for

that,

In the Moghilev area, Tiraspol excepted, there are 70,000 Jews. According

to reliable sources 25 per cent died since their internment. The problem

of these Jews will be easily solved if no help comes soon, But I think

this is the aim of our oppressors,

I could write much more and of much worse things, but I think this acoount

will do in awakening the conscience of our fellow Jews who live under better

conditions and are able to help," (The Record, Vol, IV - No, 5, Jume 1942)
Some 20,000 never reached Transnistris alive. Those thet survived the trip faced
hardships, unsanitary housing conditions, leck of food, clothing and medisal
supplies. The Russians, befors retreating from this area, had razed all houses
and destroyed all crops. The Roumenian Gowernment excluded or prevenisd the send-
ing of outside help, under penalty of death, All able-bodied men were put to work
at forced labor in quarries and the ersotion of fortifications, During the winter
of 19411942, many thousends died from disease and starvaiion, According to the
Kmgkauer Zeitung of August 13, 1942, of tke original deportess sent to that
territory, only 65,000 Jews: wora alive st thet time,

In January of 1943 the Roumenien Government pormitied a Roumanian Jewish
Representative Committee to visit the various ghettos and labor camps of Trans-
nistria, They spant severel months visiting the differant towns end villages,

The report which reached this coundry in December of 1943 depicts deplorabls and
horrible conditions facing the still surviving Jews of Transnistria, The Committos
reported on 21 communities, The situstion throughout wes the sams. Little food,
crowded housing conditions, lack of medicines and supplies and 8 tremendous shortage

of elothing, The committess report on Moghilau is typical of the other communitiss,
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*Jn January 7th the Commission arrived in Moghilau, In the three
orphanages of Moghilau are 200 ghildren between the ages of 2 and
16 years, Most of these children are without clothes, The Commission
found them 1T 1n bad (Jour o six in a single bed) 'under hygienic
conditions which leave much to be desired." In the hospital for con-
tagious diserses there mre 63 patients, 27 of whom have spot-typhoid,
The superintendent and the physician made it clsapr to the Commission that
their food is neither suffioient nor nutritious; this is especially true of
thes convalescents.
The iron works function normally, Together with ths slectric works and
the nail factory they employ about 500 workers. The work is being con-
duoted undsr the management of the Transnistris governmental euthorities.
The citj has about 15,000 Jews, 12,000 of whom are deportses and the rest
native residants, The cantoen, for lack of funds, has not bsen fuctioning
sinca Septamber 1942, The orphanages as well as the hospital suffer from
gn acute shortage of many articlsas, The polyelinic does not funstion.”
The advange of the victorious Russisn armies brought 2 new menace to the in-
habitants of Transnistris--sxtermination by tha retreating Germams. Stories
of similar mcts of barbarism had followsed each willags or town evacnated by
the Germans, The fate of the Jews of Kiev, Kharkov and Smolensk are well known,
There was no reason to suspect that Roumenian Jews in Transnistria would fare
a better fate, As a matter of fact Roumania's leading Anti-Somitic newspaper,
"porunca Vremii" openly boasted in its editorial that "not a single Jew would
be left alive in the territory from which the German and Rouwmanian troops will
be forsed to withdraw," eacording to a Zurich report of January 11, 1944,
Alarming rupufta and urgent pleas reafhsd this country from abroad in
November and December of 1943 1o save thess peopls bafors it wans too late,
These reports indicated that only 50,000 Jews wers still alive., A1 that
time the Iighting was some 150 miles from Transnistria, Today only & few
miles separates these peoples from the retresting Cerman army eacross the Bug
River, Transnistria, sitneted between the Zug and Cneister Rivers on the
Bast and 'est and Odessa end the Southeastern tip of Poland on the North and
South, lies in the direct path of the advancing fussiens,

In Novembar of 1943 the Antonesou Government announced that Roumanian

Jows would be permitted to return to Roumania, &n agreemsnt was reached be-

tweon the Government end Jewish Central Office in Bucharest with regard to the



MEFROCUCED FROM HOLDOWS AT THE FRANGM 0. ADOSEVELY LIBAASRY

"

repatriation of deported Aounanian Jews from Transnistris, the terms of which
provided :

1, Toe doumanian Government puts st the disposal of the Jewigh Centrel
Offics ten truoks for transportation of Jews from Trananistria, but the Jawish
organization is to pay for osch persnn the cost of third-class roilway tickst.

2, BEach Jer parmitted to return from exile in Transhistria must apply for
an identifiscation oard within thres days after his return, & sum from 150,000
to 800,000 lei which is equal to 51030 to 35000 at pre-war exchange rotes mat
be paid in for each such eard in advance by the Jewish Central Office.

5. The Jewish Central Office is to suprly olothes for every returning
Jewish deportea prior to his leaving Transnistrie for his home town,

4, Tpe Roumsnian Government gusrantees to sach returning Jew personal
gegurity, This aprarently ineludes also a guarantse that he will not hs molssted
by Gestapo officials in Roumania,

5. The Jowish Central Office undertakes to pey immediately the arrears of
ths special tax imposed upon Jows in 1843 in addition to 4,500,000 lei whigh
ars 1o go on the account of the sams +tax for 1944,

The Jewish people still residing in 01J lNoumenis estirated to mumber 220,000 as
of July 1943 are nét in a position to cere for the needs of those repatriated
fror Transnistris ng.fu meat tho conditions of the "ransom,"

In January 1942, Jews wers ordered to surrender quotas of warm clothing and

and blankets to the army, which was then oxpsriencing the rigors of the winter
oampaign in Russia, This tribute was %o be colleoted through the Central Office,
sach contribution being messured in proportion to gronss incoms, Failure tn deliver
was punishable by five years' imprisonment and o heavy fine, Jews who did not
possess the fixed quotas of clolhing were ordered by a decree, published on Jan.
21st, to pay cash equivalent for each article, tho amounts ranging from BOO lei
for a oap {0 10,000 lei for an oversoat, hocording to ths _urich "VJolksrachi”

of August B, 1942, the Jews of Jucharest were forced 4o deliver 1,538,000

artioles of wearing apparel., The same newspaper also raportsd that of the
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98,000 Jews of Bucharest, 28,177 were then engaged in forced lepor and that

of all Jewish meles in Houmanis botween 18 and 50, only 17,000 wers still oxempt
from forced labor bescause ol the spscimlized skillod work which they performsd.
The latter group, whose number has steadily decressed, was taxed to thes tuns

of 1,200,000,000 lei (nearly $3,000,000), The Jewish population was also
coupélled to subscribe hesvily to the Roumanian war loan, snd was ordered

to pay a collective punitive tax of four billion lei (#28 ,000,000) by

Decembar 31, 1943, under pain of deportation to Transnistria,

Numerous othsr deoroes enacted by the Antonescu Government daprived Jews of

ths right to own land, business entarprises or any intersst in them. All
rural property was confiscated by the Staie and all businesses "Rumanized,"
Jews wers compslled to disposa of their businasses %o Houmania,

"hile the situation of those Jews who are s%ill residing in Roumania is

not as grave as that of the deportees, they nevertheless are in constant danger
of departation and were doprived of thoir right %o earn & livelinood, The
practice of medicine, law snd other proiessions was denisd to Jews by decrees
of aven longer standing.

Since November of 1943 when the doumanisn Government first announced its in-

tention to repatriate the Jews from Transnistria until the prosent date only

6,400 men und women'including 400 children have aétnally reached Pucharest,

Tﬁo International Red Cross had received permizsion to distribute fond and
medical suppliess to tha inhebitants of Transmistria. In this connection, the
Agerican Juuiuﬁ Joint Distritution Committes obtained o licenss from the
Tressury Department to transmit $100,000 for the purchanse of food and medical
supplies in Turkey which was to be made available to the representatives of the
Intaornational Red Cross. This amount, however, is inadequate to supply the
urgant need,

At lesst an additional $200,000 is needed 4o feed those still remaining in

Transnistria, Perhaps the saddest plight is thet ol some 5000 orphans last

-

reported to be in Transnistria, The international Aed Cross in a rejort from
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janeva dated October 12, 1943 stated that Jewish children from Transnisiria
had been assemblad in Odessa with a view to their potential inmigration to
Palestina, Tie game report adds that the International Aed Cross was re=
luctant to transport thess children because of the difficulty of finding
appropriste shipa, Mo doubt the representatives recall the sad and tregic
experience of the 768 men, women and child ren who lost their lives when

the "STRUMA"™ sark off the shores of Turksy on February 24, 1942, sfter "the
passanyers nad been refused permission to disembark because visas to Palestine
wara refused them by the Eritiah suthorities.

According 5 2 recent report the rescue of several thousand Jawish childran
may be realized because a Turkish ship may soon be placed at the disposal of
relisf agoneies for the purpose of transporiing these childron, ‘

The following program of sction which is listed in order of importance
is strongly urged:

1, The immedia%e repatriation to Roumanis of all Jews still inhebiting
Transnistria.

2, The immedinte imrmigration of all Jewish children from Transnistria
to Palestine or n"llzhur plages of haven and refu;s.

2. The uandi..ng of food, clothing end medical supplies 4o %he in-
habitsnts of Truzi;ﬁistrin ond other locelities in Roumania proper wherever
needed. S5ince olothing cannot .s obtained in Turkey for shipment to
Koumania, provisions should be made for the transport of elothing from tha
Tnited Stetaa,

4, The removal of as many Jaws as possitle from Roumanis proper to
other places of temporary haven end refugs thus withdrawing them from tho
donger ol further oporessive measuras on the part of the Antonescu Government.

5. Representations by neuiral governments to the Houmanian Government;
that it safeguard the lives of those Jewish inhabitants still resident in

Rouranin and discontime the opprossive measures sgainat them,

CHARIES SONNENREICH
PRESIDENT MMTTTN BANTULMTAN TR AP AL aTre

=
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ROCESEYELY LAPART
PEPROOUCED FROW WORLDSIGS, A THE TRASAE B sanslated from Roumanian

October 9, 1941

P. U.'af C.
Ho. 1347

To His Excellency

Marshal Antonesou

Leader of the State and

President of the Council of Ministers
Mister Marshml:

I have been told that Jews of Bucovina will be sent to
Beserabis; that thoss of Besarabla are to be deported to the
Ukraine and that this deportation means for them death under
the present clrcumstances.

I implore you to stop this exodus, if it is possible and
1f the deportees are not guilty of anything.

Accept, Mister Marshal, the assurance of my profound

rospect.

Tha Preasldent
(Dr. W. Fllderman)

P.8. The distingulshing mark of the Jews has not yet besn

auppressed in Bucovina.
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October 11, 1941

Federation of the Unions of
Jewlsh Communitlies of Roumania
Hﬂq 1355
Contlnuation to No. 1347
Mister Marshal:

I recelved today a desperate appeal froa the dirsctor of
the ghetto of Chisinau.

In the morning of the 68th inst. 1500 left, nnntl; on foot,
taking with them only what they could hold in their hands therefore

most of them are doomed, as the weather 1s cold and they are

without appropriate clothing, without food, and without any
possibility of finding provisions during their jJourney which
wlll last aut least eilght days, in the rain, the cold and in the
BNOW.

Only the 111, the aged and the children were given carriages.

The deportation measure did not even spars the 111, and even
the women had to leave on foot,

This 1is death, death, without any gullt, without any other
guilt than belng Jews.

I iaplore xoﬁ.uzlin, Mister Marshal, to prevent such a terrible
tragedy.

Accept, I pray you, Mister Mershal, the assurance of my

profound respect,

The President
Dr. W. Pilderman

To Hie Excellency

Marshal Ian Antonesou

Leader of the State and

Fresident of the Councll of Ministers
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Translated from ROVMANIAN

Escutchelon of Romanie.
Leader /Conducator/ of the
Romanian State.

Mr, Fllderman:

You wrote me in two sucoessive petition about the
shocking tragedy" and "implored" me in lmpressive terms, re-
minding we of my "consclence" and of "humanity" and enpasized
that you are "compelled" to appeal to me and "only" to me in be-
half of the Jewa of Romanim who left for ghettos prepared for
them on the bBuy,.

In ordor to also lnclude tra;edy inte your intervention,
you stress the fact that tidle messure "is death, death, death
without puilt, without any other gullt than that of bein; Jews."

Mr. Filderman, no one cen be more sensible than I, to
the s fforings of the lowly and of the delfenseless. I understand
your pain, but you should understand, or better, you too, all of
you should have understocd my sufforing of the last year, which
was that of a whole people.

Do you think, did you think of how we felt at that time,
at the evacuatlon of lesarabis, and how we feel now when every day,
end even every hour we are poaylng wlth magnanimity and blood, with
very much bleod, for the hatred with which your fellow Jews of
lesarable treated us during the time of the evecustion of Besarabia,
the way they recelved us durlng our retrest snd behaved toward us
from the I'mlecter to Odersm snd to the region of the Sea of Azovl

But falthful to a tradition, you would today reverse the

roles and turn (rom accused into accuser, for vttlng the reasons



which omuseu cne situation whiloh you i}t bemoaning;. Allow me to
ask you and through you all your fellow=Jews who cheered all the
more frantically, the heavier were the blowe we recelived:

¥hat did you do lesst year when you heard about the be-
havier of the Jews of Lessarabla and of Bucovine towards retreating
Rousnian troops who untlil then, had protected the securlty and
wedlth of those same Jews? I remind you of this:

liven before the arrival of the Soviet troope, 1%t appears
that the Jews of Lesarabia and of Bucovine spit on our officers,
snatched their epaulettes, tore thelir uniforms end whenever they
could, the 6 killed our soldlers villaneously with clube. Ye possess
proof.

Those ingrates recelved the Soviet troops with flowara
and celebrated thelr arrival wlth great joy. e poassess photo=
graphs that prove this fact. '

| During Soviet occupation, those whom you are now pltying,
betrayed good Romanimns, denouncin; them to the Comwunists, and
caused ;rief and sorrow in nany llomanian femilles.

From the cellars of Chisinau, numeroua corpses are taken
o.t every day, horribly mutilated corpses of our mirtyrs wio had
been thus repaid ‘or havin; extended & friendly hand to those in-
grates for twenty yeara.

These are well-known facts, certainly known even by you,
and you may convince yourself at any moment as to all thelr detalls.

I ask you: why did the Jews of lesarabla set thelr houses
aflre before retreating? Can you explaln to me why we found upon
our return Jewlsh children of 14-15 years, w'.ose pockets were full
of hand=-grenades?

I msk yout how meny of our people were villanously killed

by your fellow=Jews, how meny of them were burted slive}l If you
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wiah to have prool of these facts, you may have then.

These were acte of hatred, a hatred that was close to
mudness whieh your Jews have s owed apainat our people, so tolerant
end hospltable, but who today ls conselous o 1ts righte,

To repay the generosity wilth which the; were recelved
and treated in our midet, sjour Jews, w0 had become Soviet Commiss-
anries, caused the Sovliet troops of the raglon of Odessa to put up
8 reglme of unequaled terror, witnessed by Romanlan prisoners, and
orgenize a uscless massacre, only in order to lnerease o.r losses.

In the region of the Ses of Azov, our troops were temp=
orarily retrenting and they left behind numerous wounded officers
end soldlers. ihen they res mod thelr advance, they found thelr
wounded horrlibly mutilated,

‘en who eould have been saved, dled in atroclous
sufferingno.

Their eyes had been torn out, their tongue out, as well
ns thelr nose and esars.

Can you lmi;ine the scens, Mr, Filderman?

Do you feel mhocked? Do you pity the viotims?

I ask youl ;h; this hatred on the part of the fussian
Jews wikth wiom we had nothing to do?t

Your hatred ls the hatred of ell, it is yo r hatred.

If you really have a soul, do not pity those who do not
desprve 1t, but pity thoss wio dezerve lt.

iourn with the mothers who lost their chlldren in s.ch
paine, and not with those who os s-d them so muech wrong sand will
also csuse so m.ch wronyg to you.

/olgned/ Larshall Antonescu
10/10/41.



mmmxmmnmm

PeBa

A wounded soldier from

Pletra Nea ta was buried slive ... /several 1lleglble words/

of the Soviet Con lssaries...his Loubj

he Luplored not to Le buried.../several 1llegible words/......4 children.
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Bucarest, October 19, 1941

Federation of the Unionas
of Jowlsh Cormrmunities of Roumanla
Ho. 1387

Mister Marshalt

l. ortation of Jewlsh Houmenl gltizens of Bucovina
E kunb!l.

2, TIxpulslon from the 0ld Kingdom of Jewlsh Houmanian
cltlzens, natives of lucovina and L esarabla.

A eclamor of despeir hitherto unheard shakes the alr sverywhere in
the country. It makes me tremble on account of the terrible responsi-
bility which I aecumed, and 1t forces me, in thece daye of great na-
tional celebration and ;lory for Your Licellency, to lmpart to you my
tormentn.

1: oratlion of Jewish 30umln1nn gltizena of “ucovine
sarabla

A few days after an appeel to us by the Governor of lasarabla to
help our brethren of falth of that province--a decree ordered the lmm-
ediate daportation of sll the Jews of Nesarabla and Pucovina. His
Excellency, the Vice-President of the Couneil of linilsters in the
sudience granted to me on October 14th;

1, Hnd.emumtod to exempt from deportation, the in-
tellectuals, workers, merchents and proprletors,

2., Had reserved his declsion concerning my request to
postpone the deportation of all until the spring and to bring back those
already deported in order that they be selected according to No. 1.

The above order pursuant to paragraph No. 1 was immediately executed
in Bucovina, but in Besarabla, although it seems to have been sent there,
it has not been axecuted, aslnce the Milltary Commandment doea not know
anything about 1t, Thus, a few transports of deportees left Chlslnau,
and we received information that the corpses of all those who belonged



NEPRCCUCED TIOM HOLDNG3 AT THE TRAIGLEG B RCOSEVET LIBRARY
e

to the first transport lle between Orbel and Resina. Concerning the
other transports shipped away on October l4th, 16th and 18th, no news
{s avellable other than that they were stripped at Orbel of everything
they had on them.

Where are theyj Are they still alive, or did they share the fate
of those corpses that lie-mccording to rumors-between Orbel and Rasina?
what will become of those who were desiynated to leave on the

morning of October 20th and the days following that date?

Approximately 800 Jews, natives of Balti and residing in Olurgin,
were sent to HBesarsbla, in seasled wagons, without air or light, and
travelers who arrived from R. Sarat, informed us that they nearly went
{nsane when they heard the soreams and cries of the desperats and the
moans of the dying.

"A man 18 a man, to whatever falth he belongs."

" justice must be granted to everyone whether he enjoys it or
applies for 1t." |

These are the principles upon which Your Excellency declared that
the 8tate would have its new foundation.

Allow me to ask you to order that the Juws, too, be tremted like
men, and that Justice Hn rendered to those of them who have the right
for themselves and in whose neme I am epplying to your kxeellency.

indeed, Decree lo. 793 of 3eptember 3, 1941, regulating the oltizen~-
ship of the inhablitents of Besarabla and Horth Busovina, declares:

"Have bson and are Roumaniens" all the inhabitants of the liberated
territories, who, pursuant to the laws in effect on June 28, 1940, are en~
joying Roumanian citisenship" (Art. 1) with the exception of those who
have applied, after June 28, 1940, for authorization to return to the
invaded territories." (Art, 2).

Thus, on September 3,1941, you established the rule that a Roumanian
citizen is one who in any manner and by any reason 1is able to prove his
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Notwithstanding this law, & few days later, Noumanian citlzens
of Jowish faith were forced to quit thelr houses within three hours,
that 1s to say without being able to take anything with them, and a few

days later, they were deported to forel countrles in aplte of

which recognized their right of citlszenship and even more their human
right end also_their right to reside in the country whose citizens they

had been recognised to be.

In the audience of April let, 1941, I had the honor of handing you
a memorandum=--the memorandum No. 212/85 March 194l--concerning expulsion
froem the country where they had been residing for several decades; many
of them who even had bescome Noumanien subjects. In the aforementioned
memorandum I complained about the fact that to these Jews only a few
days had been given to leave the country while othors, who had entered
Roumenia clandeetinely had obtained two months to leave. I sald in the
aforessntloned memorandum:

".hat 15 more serlous, many of those Jews who are Folish subjects,

have consulted us about the liguidatlon of thelr industry and they

have for our nukq given up the idem of liquidation. Indeed,

pursuant to Lhe oblipation taken hefore Yo Nxesllano;

that the Jewa will not sab@tage the government of Your Lxcellency,

pursuant to the decision of Your Lxcellency, which was agaln made

public by the address of the Presldsent of the Counell of Minlsteres,
on September 18, 1040, pursuant to the law of Apptl 3, 1830,

which asssures to the Jews the right to workj pursuant to the
cormunication of the Government, of October 4, 1840, concern=-

ing 1llegal immlgration; pursuant even to the law of November

16, 1040, referring to the status of the Jewa eniaged ln enter-

prises, which grarantees the keeping of the #mployers; pursuant
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to the derree of the Minister of Labor, dated March 22, 19041,
which withdraws the working papers of forelgn Jews but upholds

the right to work of those of them who are owners of enterprizes;

and finally, pursuant to the law on sabotage which punished the
smployeps who dismiss thelr personnel and reduce thus thelr act-
ivity, I advised the men to refrain from liquideting thelr buse-
iness."

vour Fxcellency has recognized the justness of the cause and

ordered suspension of the expulsaions.

Sinee you recognized, Mister Marshel, that forsipners reslding
in the country camnot be treated worss than t hose reslding there
11le;elly, I vannot believe thet you will not agree with ne in de=
claring that citizens of Roumania cannot be treated worse than for-
sl;ners; that the law rforbide their deportation, that this measure
lacks any legal basis, and thd, in fact, the way they were driven out

of thelr houses and the fate reserved to the deported are incompat-

tble with the fundamental prineiple that & man is a'mm to whatever
faith he belongs and that Justice must be ramdered to everybody whether
he enjoys 1t or ﬂ[?t?'l‘.l.'l for it.

illow me to believe that the aforementioned measure hu ceassd to
be urgent today when the war 1ls over, gnd when danger no longer exists
for "oumanis., Hut the present measure of deportation 1s gll thes more
serious snd illegal because it is ap lled not only to the liberated
provinces, out also to South Duccvina end even to the country of DUorchol
recently incorporated into Bucovina.

II. Izpulsion from the 0ld K1

om of the ann,

A decroe of the Minister of Interior ordered the departure of all
the Jews, natives of Bucovina and Besarbla from thelr natlve country--

torether with thelr families,wives, or chlldren--who were born in the
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old Kingdom,

There are Jews who have lived lor decades in the 014 Hingdom, many
with their wives or children born herej all of them are Roumanian olt-
igens whose citizenship was recently ovxamined and proved; they have
gerved in the lioumanlan Army or are now performing useful work in the
army; they have subscribed to the Loan cr are wakting to- be invited
to subseriba to 1t ufter having given plenty for Mospltal needs;
others have entered the uUld Kingdom alter June 21, 1940 fleeing the
Sovliet regime and prﬁtin& thus their attachment to Houmanla. And all
these Jews==-those of the uld kin dom as well as those of South Bucovina
or Dorotol and those of the liberated provincos==-are belnpg treated
worse thewu the foreigners who entered the country legally or illegally,
they are rulned bscause they have been given no time to liguidate thelr
businsgses--they wlll be sent in a few days or hours to death, without
eny legal ;round or personal gulilt, without any other gullt than that
of their origin, & descrinmination being thus made between man and man,
dpending: on the relliglon to which he beléngs.

later Marshal, :.réu mentioned to me, during the audlence of Dutiman,
the bad conduct of a I'ew Jews, but you also mentionsd the bLad conduct
of n few Roumaniens., Isn't it a fect that innocent people heve suffered-=-
intellectuals, morchents, industriellists, proprletors, etc.--whether
they be Jews or Uentlles--under the bolshevistic reglime, nnd1thlL not
only Roumanians but thousands of Jews have been deported to Glberia?

1 did not defend and em not defending the ;ullty ones; the lattel

should take thelr punisiment.
I an only defendin; the innocent, those whom an adminlstrative

neasure deprives of thelr right of eitl hip as well as of the h

rights, which the text OBf the law clearly recognizea to_ them.
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Mlster Marshal:

If I and I alone, bear all the responsibility, I and I alone, should

got_all the blrme, because [ end L alone prevented the Jews of the 014
Fingdom and of South Bucovina from liqulidating thelr enterprizes as 1
raspeacted the word glven to Your Txeellenocy, namely that I would prevent
gebotage toward the poviermment, and as Your FExeellency repesated to me
the worde stated %o the newspaper "Stampa":

"The Jewa wlll no honger be the beneficlarles of the resources of the

State, but they will be allowed to live in Houmania."

Unly two months have elapsed since Uen®ral Stonescu transmitted to
me the mea:=age of Hour Excellency in which you gusranteed the physieal

existence of the Jews.

At present, lilster Marshal, not one of the Jews of' the country enjoys
eny teanquillity of mind. Unprecedented panlec and boundleas despalr
rrevells among them, and the are haunted by a horror which provoked
many sulecldes at Cernauti, which ml;ht provoke, lod knows what tomoorow,
but for whleh, T know, the responslbllity 18 laid to me.

You suffered very nuch, Miater Marshal, until you could asee the
triumph o justice fn?-gﬂurunlf for Novmenia and the Houmanian people.

I mn profoundly, very profoundly econvineed that you will not tolerate
the ;lory of Houmania and of Zour Ixcellency to become tarnished; that
the reepect of humen rights end of the lawa be suppressed. You will
order thiat the ;enerous decision o” the Vige-ifresident of the Counecil
of inilsters thhould irmedistely be slsc extended to Pesebabla; ctherwlse

thie wvery morning and on the following days new transports will be sent

to Deeth, You will order that those who have been deported be brought
back for selectlon; the rullty ones should be punished, snd the innocent
ehould not be teken for deportationi the Jaws of Uoutl Pucovina and of

the 01d Kingdom should not be affected ln any way.
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If 1t would nmot be possible to reach a definite decleion now, even
a defermont until the Spring, could be, 1t seems to me, of graat slgni-
ficencae, nll the more becoume nany Jews would leave the Country in the
moantime and many even now are lsaving 1t, geveral pmong thaem belng in
posscesion of visas so that their dapartura 18 only n question of days.

I must olso mentlon that I'11 imredintely summon to Hucareat 'lessrs,
Jacobpohn % Hloon, repressntatives of the Joint Matributlion romlttee,
tn order %o ask them to aceelerate the depurture of sa meny Jowe na
soaglble.

The penle tiat selzed oll the Juwa pfter tha Necrea which axpro=-
printod them of thelr outstanding ereditec on mortrapes, of thalr ashares
in incerporated irms, and eo on, w iech chaesed landlorda out of thelr
gpartrents a few duys bafore Uetober 26, which not only obliper them to
iragnsfer to the Ireasursr the rent r ceived br them from their tenants,
but cleso to pay themselves s rent immefiately-although they dld not yeét
recelve the money for the expropriation,--the ghettos nml also the de=
portatlon of the Jows not only from the liberated countrled but else
from South bucovine,=-measures which sprsed Zsrror all over the rast of
the country, ought to be, I bolleve, su pressed in the intoreata of Rou=-
monia.

The Yice=iroesldent of the Counell of “inisters conflrmed to me that
he wns working on a stotute, whiose general linan==inanfar an Jaws were
conserned=-=Your Yxoollency was kind enough to ropeat %o mo -“uring the
pudionce at 'mitlmen., It La of thu ;reatest importance--1t seems to me==
that the sztatu%a la questlon should be promulgated without delny nnd that
an ond ahould Te put to the panic and to the instabillty of the nolitléal
eivl snd piridicel atatus of the Jews, bocause everythling will orumble
without atabllity.

I dare hope, Mister .arshal, that you will believe .. ussumption,
numely, that L was gulded by the purest Houmanian patriotic sentiments
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{n exposing the above feots, and I ho,e that they will receive the

gpecial attention of Your lixcellenoy.

I beg of Your Excellency to accept my most respectful conslderation.

The rreszident:

I}I‘. .:'I Fildm.
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October 26, 1941

To Hle lixcellency
Marshal Antonescu, e8q.
Lesader of the “tate
Mister Harshali

Your letter of the 19th 1nFt. was handed to me in the evening of the
2lat inst.

Although 1t crossed my petition forwarded in the morning of October 19,
and &1t ough in this petition can be found-short but clear- the answers to
geveral questlons put by Your !xcelleney, I feel obliged not to limit myselfl
to the mere expression of my thanks, but %o skso answer your questione with
the same loyalty which I evinced cver since the first day of your advent,

1 was certain tlat no one could be more sensible tian Your Lxcellsnocy
to the sufferings of the humble snd the defanseless} that was the reason
thet I applied to your Exesllency.

L& you know very well, kr. Marshal, I, too, have devoted my life to the
humble end the defenseless since my early childhood.

"Under & gloomy, leaden sky
A pitiful crowd of men-behold l-
In th; snow-oovered [leld nearby
Drage ltself sadly, half-dead with cold..”

These verses of the poem "March to Siberia” have decided my way of life.
They were the cause of my usin: the minutes of recreatlion in High Bchool
and the ho.rs of night= while my schoolmates played or slept-to publish
tiose "Lessons of practical agriculture” whiich helped the peapanta' ohildren
learn sgriculture in the gardemestablished by the village of Splru Ilaret.

hese versed induced me to study the problem of the peasants and to
make proposals for the ralsing of thelr standard, proposals, sone of which
I had the pleasure to see, were taken intoconsideration. fhey made me

declare, while defendin; my fellow-/ews--that + would never defen:. them
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B Bllies mi cwyocoe e suserssts ol the ““L-!!EI ian people.-=-and my relations
with the Fings, the Hegenocy and with all the leaders of the country for

twenty-five jyears were, I belleve, the beat recognition of this attitude,-=-
in aplte of the smarch made in nmy house in 1927 by the 'ilitary PFublic Pros=-
ecutor, by order of the inister Ootavian Goga, Lsq., and in splte of the
two lneffective searches ordered by the “ecret Pollce mnd the Legionary
Folice who looked for proofs of my working againat the country or the
regime.

These versed made me declde at n time when Jewas of othor countries--
fighting Yationeal-Soclallsm==provolaimed the boyeotting of Cerman goode-=
to ask the Yerman envoy for an audience in order to assure him that as long

es foumanie wo 1d be linked to Germany by a commercial agreement, the

Boumenien Jews would not support the boycott,--a declaration that was broed-
cast by all the boradcasting statlons of Uermany,--and when you concluded

en alllience with Uermany, to restate to the Jews my edvice of absolute loy=-
alty.

On the other hand, those same verses inclted me, H ster “arshal, to
Intervene in behalfl of the Jewa, netives of Hucovina and of Besarablas who
are at present in the 0ld Kingdom, and also in behalf of the residents of
South=-lucovinae and of ﬂlq-Duruhol, incorporated ln Sucovina--whom I cannot
conslder, 1n eny case, but as anti=bolshevik,--as well as in favor of those
Jews of Pucovina and of Pesarabia who proved to be innocent of' any anti-

Roumanlan action. I was intercedin; for those Jews and only for thoss.

I thereflore did not lnaist so much upon the withdrawal of the order

as upon the pos.ponement of its execution to nemt Spring and upon the

gelectlon of t'e men, snd I did not think that such a measure could provoke
any discontentmeant.
At the time of my intervention, I was well aware, iisber Marshal, of

the eccusatione which are ths subject of your letter, You communicated

them to me at Dutiman through the Vice-Pregdient of the Counecil of Winisters
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and through Dr. N. L. Lupu.

I replisd to you then, Mister <arshal, and 1 am replylng agaln today,
that the ;ullty must be punished without plty but that one cannot punish
ten thousand imnocent for the orimes whdch other people committed.

That enco.ra od me to wrlte vou agaln was the fact thet a few days after
the amudience of the Bth of Septenmber, a decree was published, which mention-
ed the rights of cltizenship of Jews of North-Pusovina and of Fesarabia,
under the restriction that the same righte could be withdrawn in individual
cases,--a law which ln my opinion excluded mass deportation and strengthened
me in my bellef thet my request was in conformity with the motto of Your
Excellancy:

"Juptice 18 given to anybody who possesses 1t
or who applied for 1t."

Thus, Jjustice for the Jews cannot be @ifferent than justice for other
people, and 1t is not possible to say that, because g few Jewse are contemp-
tible, all the Jews are contemptible, blendin,: the good and the bad.

There cannot be two kinds of justice, Ihe llussian Jews are flussiens
and not lMoumanlans and consequently, wo cannot be held responsible for thelr
actions, Just as the Jniq_uf lMesarablia and Bucovinm,=-smongst the families
of whom meny have beon l;nt to Blberieg=--connot be held responsible for the
deeds of those of their relatives who had become Communists. This is all
the more trus slnce the Jews of the entire world had disavowed Communism
and the Communist Jews.

50 did the Habbie of.Unlted ‘‘oumanism & few years apoc under the pres=-
idency of tlie late Creat Rabbi Dr, I. Niemirower, and so did I in my lect-
ures and in a pamphlet whieh I published in 1922; so did also the American
Jews through the proclamation of the #American Jewlsh Cormittee, which de-

elared that the triumph of bolshaviam "would lnevitably lead to destruction

of Judaiem."
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1t can stlll less be conceived that the whole of Roumanian Jewry,
should be held responsible for the scts of the Russian Jews.

If the Roumanlans--Jews or lentiles, soldiers or civillans--committed
such barbarous acts, the culprits must take the consequences thereof,--
for the soldler, even the ememy soldier, 1s a martyr who def'ends his
sountry,--and he who touches him otherwise than In open combat or tortures
him, 18 the most abject of criminals.

four Excellency clted examples, Allow me to ;ive Iin my turn one ex-
ample, At the departure of the Moumanian troops from Chisinau and Cernauti,
gll the Jewish stores of the center of these two citles were devastated by
Jewlsh Comuunlsts. Just as the rebellious sxtremlst Leglonarles intended
to exterminate the leadlng Roumanians in order to secure definite mastery
over the country, the communist Jews prepared themselves to exterminate
Jewish bourgeolsie. And Just as the Houmanlan people cannot Le responsible
for the murders perpetrated at Jilava or for the ansesslnation of Jews,
in the same way no Jew of the 0ld Kingdom or of Transylvanlia or the inno-
cents of uucovina can e held responsible Tor acts initiated by & few smong
them.

Moreover, in the ludi_.nnno at Putimen, Your Excelleney expressed to
me verbmlly a few of thée arguments which sppear In your latter ond yet you
added that a few Houmanians who had looted the Jewa of Yesarabla had been
punished by daath penalty; you also told me of the possibilty of asuthorisling,
after the fall Odessa, the Jews in rural communities, to return to their
residence, and Your [Lxzcellenoy alsc apoke to me abou. the situatlon of the
Jews of the 0ld Kingdom whom you trusted, and who would be glven a privieged
position.

I did not imapgine that, under theose circumstances, my lntervention would
irk Your Excellency. I even thought to serve a major national and governmen=
tal interast, becauss the Jews--as "Universal" recognizes them=--played an

outstanding part in Jesarabla and Tormed, topether with the Cermans, the
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"emonomiec foundation of Besarablia” and Lecause, mccordin. to the newapaper,
Jewe and Germans could not be re;placed:

"in & twinkling by improvesed elements, unfamiliar with surroundings,
with the spisit and local work-conditions," (Reconstructlion of Besnrablan
wsonomy, Universal, October 21, 194l.)

ihelr deportation would consequently hamper the economle reconstruction
of that province and of the rest of the country whiech depends on Besarabla
for & number of products.

I thought finelly that 1t would have Leen more useful that all Jewlsh
worlcers slould be put to work Cor the army and for clivilian nesas just as
Uerman Jews are used and as Geruany used the Ghetto of Lublin.

My Interventlon waes all the more Jjustifled because I knew that wlhen a
few Leglonaries introduced the Law about Roumanigation, the German envoy at
Buecareet told them himself that this was not a clever political measure and
that the law Iin quest lon was bound to disrupt the economy of the country.
The total and lmmedliste deportation of the Jewa of lesarabla and o Buocovina
must even more guickly have the seme effect.

The selection and the pospponent appeared to me to be In the interest
of the country and of Your quullanuy. This was my deep convioction without
which I would not have nﬁﬁinlud to your lLxcellency.

And now, I will give preclse answers to the (uesilons of -our Excellency.

fos, Mister Marshal, we did speak about terrltoriasl cession, as well as
about the questions of refugoces and the bad behavior of & few Jews of Pes-
arablae and of Bucowina (Enclopures 1=3)

No, Uister Harahal, we do not wish to reverse the roles from accused
into acculers as we dld not accuse anybody., ihore 18 nothing in the two
letters o which you refer which resembles an mocusation. e could not do
it, as we dipa prove of the facts related b, you.

No, Mister karshal, I cannot explain elther the setting afire of houses

i d 1
by Jews of vesarabla or the pmfsnation of the children's minds by the filling
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of pookets of 14 to 15 yoar olds with prenadea.

1 can imagine, Mispter Mershsl, the sufferin;s of those mothers, wifes
and children, and I feel horror and sorrow at the mere thoupht of thoss
puffaringa. I therofores undertool the collection from Jews, thousands of
blankets, mattresses and tens of thousands of bedsheets, plllowe, plllow-
cases, stec. for the hospltals of the wounded. :

I sles initioted n drive among Jews in favor of subseriptlons to the
Loan, If this drive did not succeed, 1t was not my Cault: becsvee not
until the ond of lJeptember, did the Collectors o Internal Hevenus=-and
not even all of them--send us ln the returns showin; the [lranclal situation
of the Jews. I assure you that my appeal 1111 ba followed with enthuslasm,
if only the Jews could pet a little relief, if each day did mot bring them
new herdshipe and 1f the dats of exp ration of the Loan would bs extended
two more montha.

I certalinlyry am mourning, “lster Marshal; I assure jyou that I am mourn-
in; because no human suffering is iddifferent to me; and sc are not the
sufferings of all of us foumanlan Jews.

I &n not mourhbng Cor those who have dons themselves so much harm,
These people should be pl.lm.hhtd. but only thess peopla.

I, dister ®arkhel, have remained and will remain felthful to my pglven
word, [ gave you uncoeaslng proof of Jewlsh ldéyalty, by means of memoranda
ar through =ajor Merin. Your bkxoellenoy has repeatedly recopnlized this
loyalty.

Yot, the most convineing proof ls that sinos your advent to powsr, not

one Jew of the whole of lloumania has been found pullty of working a;ainst

the reiglme; that since the beginning of the war the Jewish populsce manintalned
the seme loyelty towerd the Yarman  rmy and toward our army, and before all,
Ay written requast==two days after moblligetlion, to tha e'fect that Jews

should bs re=-inductod into the army, that they might follow thelr predec-
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sssors of ths Yar of Independence, o’ the Halkenle av and of ths ‘lar of
union, snd that they might glve thelr llves, slds by slde with the Houmanian
soldiler, lor the triumph of the Loumenlen causs, for o ,reut and powerful
Fowsahbe .

1 hope, Minter sprshal, that theowe lines will definitely enlighten you
and thet pussuant to my requast of the 19th inatant, congerning the aocoeler=
ation of the statute of the Jews, about which i gpoke with the Viga-Fresidant
of the Council of -inisters, you w11l be kindi enough to grant me an pudlence
ge without an lmmedlats stoppage af the avalanche of lawa and derees, the
latter will no more be abla to work, belng completely rulned, which would
upsot the whole soonomic structurs of the country.

In the menatlme, 1 peg of jou to belisve that Lootor Felderman remaine
the same loyal and moderate man, and chat he did nol and will nsver do any=
thing that might render mora dlfficult the situatlion of the country in these
palinful and hard tloe, snd that he is at the ormiers of Your sxoellency with
all nis energy and all his affectlon for his country.

fecept, lilsber Warhal, the assupance of my doep TeALEOT.

(Dr. . Pilderman)
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e Trenelated from Roumanian

Bucarest, November 3, 1941

F. U. C.
Ho. 1439

Mister Marshal:
The letter of Your Excellency of October 19th, predated the evening
of October 2lst, was answered by me on October 25th; but as my reply did
not reach you and as I cannot bear the 1dea that you could bellieve me
cepable of a lack of tact vis-a-vis the leader whom destiny entrusted
with the fate of the State, and that I refused to answer th guestions of
Your Excellency, I have the honor to inform you of the followling:

1. Houmanian Jews have disavowed through me the facts mentloned
by Your Excellency, declaring among othe 's that "with all we are and with
all we have, we are ready for any sacrifice in order te fulfill our duty

toward the Throne and the Country” (enelosure No. 1): asking all the Jews
to embrace with fraternal affection the Roumanlian refugees from the provin-
cea temporarily ylelded. (Enclosure No. 2): dlsapproving severely the
cerimes related by the press, committed by a few Jews at the tlme of the

retreat of our troops, and declaring that not only did they not approve

them but that they guslified them "acts of savage madness" (Encl. No. B8)

and requesting you the ?auond day after the mobilization, to re-induct us
into the army so that iﬂ might be able to take part 1in the reconquering
of Roumanian territorles for whose conquest our fathers, brothers, chlld-
ren, and we had fought. Publlic declarations in the same sense were made
by Spanish Jews as well as by different Jewlsh general and local lnstitu-
tions.

2., I formulated my petition enclosed in my lettera of October
gth and 11th, under & double reserve:

8) "If the Jews in behalf of whom I pleaded, were not guilty
of anything," and

B) "If 1t was possible.”



mﬂmxmmnwm

2
Thus, I still gcted this time wlthin the border of patriotism and of
honor, as I have not excused any fault, whatever would have been at stake.
Moreover, I stated clearly that I tried to intervene even in favor of the
innocent only under the conditlon that "It was possible," that 1s to say
that 1t was not contrary to the interest of the 3tate.

Besldes, His Excellency, the Viee=President of the Counecll of Minis-
ters, when receiving me on October 14th, gave a favorable reply to my re=-
quest and ordered the selection of the deportees--an order for which I
thanked him in writing; 1t only remained then to reach a declslon concern=-
ing those who had been deported prior to thelr selection.

3( My attitude on that occaslon was not inspired by circumstances}
Indeed, since I took in hand the direction of Jewish affairs, I daulnrﬁd
repeatedly that I did not want to defend the Jews neither beyond nor

against the interests of the state and of the Roumanian people.

Thus can be explained, I think, the fact that I had the supreme
honor to be received by the Kings, by the Regents and by all the Govern=
ments of the country for more than twenty-five years.

Permit me to ramin@;ynu of the two searches made in my house on
January 3rd and 5th, 1§41, upon orders of the "Slguranta"” and of the
Leglonery Police who went through all my files without finding the slight-
est indlication of any activity agalnst the gountry or the reglime.

Thus cen also be explained the fact that while Jews of other countrles
decided to boycott German goods==to fight National=-Socialism=-=I presented
myself at the offlce of the office of the German envoy at Bucarest and
declared to him that as long as & commercial agreement would exlst between
Roumania and German, we would not support the boycott,--a declaration
broadcast by all the German posts--and when Your Excellency concluded &

treaty of alliance with Germany, we renewsed our pledge of absolute loyalty.
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Besides, 1 turned over to you personally and also through Major
Marin the memoranda and statistics which proved the absolute loyaelty
of the Roumanlen Jews and my own loyalty.
4, In eplte of this, Mister Marshal, and in view of the fact
thet the press is attacking me and demands my eliminstion from the bar, I
decided to retire voluntarily, having the impression that I lost Your
Excellency's confldence that I had been honored wlith for a year, and al-

though on October 14th, the Vice-President of the Councll of i'Inisters

also expressed nhig confidence in me.

On October 28, I was even summoned in audience by the Minister of
Finance who was kind enough %o extend for one month the expiration date
of the subseription by Jews to the Loan, so that I withheld my resipgna-
tion lest the latter should be interpreted as an act agalnst the Govern=-
ment.

The declsion remains with Your Excellency.

In the meantime, kindly believe that Dr. Filderman remains the seme
loysl patriot he has always been, and that he will not undertake any-
thing that could be detrimental to the country's interests. On the
contrary, he is, as he has been for more than a year, at the disposal
of Your Excellency with all hie energy, his affection for the country

and all the veneratlon and respect for Your Excellency.

Dr. W. Filderman



MEPROCUGED TROM HOLDNGS AT THE FRAMGM B ROOSEVET LIBAARY Translated from Roumanian
Hovember 5} 1041

F. U. C.
Ho. 1439

Enclosure No. 1

"CURIERUL ISRAELIT" No. 28
of JULY 10, 1940

In these stormy times of trial, which weigh so heavily upon our dear
Fatherland, the Roumanian Jews express their homage to the Throne and wish
to proclaim their firm solidarity with the destinies of the Roumanian people.
They share the fate of the gcountry, and their sufferings and hopes are
Roumanian sufferings and Roumanian hopes.

The Jews of the 0ld Kingdom--Jews of Roumanien land--born and brought
up for generations in Roumania, are and remain attached with all the affec-
tion of thelr heart to the soll of Roumania, soll of abundance, fertilized
by the blood of their noblest sons, fallen in the War of Independence of
1877, in the war of 1913 and in the War of Reunion of 1916-1918. Thelr
1deals were always intermingled with those of all the Roumanians and what-
ever would happen and whatever they would suffer, they were and they are
eternally unified with the Roumanian people, and they conveive their destiny
as belng indissolubly attached to this earth.

And the Jews of th.'iﬁnnxnd territories have, too, proved thelr attach-
ment to the Fatherland, fulfilling wlth an entire devotlon thelr debts and
obligations of Roumanian citligzens.

At the appeal of the Patherland, all thelr sons responded with the same
patriotic enthusiasm inspired by the same consciousness of thelr civie duties
and the same sentiment of Roumanian national solidarity. With everything
they are and with everything they have, the Roumanian Jews are ready for
every sacrifice in order to fulfill their obligations toward the Throne and
the Country.

We recall the blessed memory of generations who repose in the holy

ground of the Fatherland and we kneel down humbly at the tombs of tha hereos
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With thelr unshakable resclution and their will, as hard as stesl, the

Roumanian Jews feel thamselves united with the Roumanian pecple, in t hair
natlonal solidarity and discipline, in thelr profound patriotie falth and
dwotion toward the King and the Country.

Long Live His Majentyl

Long Live His Royal Highness, the Great Volwved Mihail

Long Live Roumanial

The Federation of Unions of
Jewlsh Communitlies

The Federatlion of Unions of
Jewish Communitles

The President: Dr. W, Fllderman

The Chisf Rabbl: Sanatort
r. Al. Safran

The Secretary General: Dr. I. Brucar
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rlU'c-
No. 1439

Enelosure No. 2

CURIERUL ISRAELIT No. 22
of JULY 10, 1940

A eiroular of the Union of Jewish Communities

The Union of Jewlsh Communities of the 0ld Kingdom forwarded

the following circular to all the (Jewish) Communities:
Mister Fresident:

The Jewish population of our dear Fatherland, deeply afflicted,
gshareg the mourning of the country.

In the Friday-evening and Laturday-morning sermons of July 5th
and 6th of the present year, the Rabbl of your community will emphasize
the mourning of the Roumanian Jews which merges with that of the
Roumanian people.

You will particularly address an ardent appeal to the faithful
1n favor of thelr contribution with all their means to the help of
refugees from Besarabla and North Bucovina.

g ‘Bincerely
The President: Dr. W. Fillderman
The Chéef Rabbi: Dr. Al. Safran
The Secretary General:

Dr. I. Erucar.
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F«U.C.
Ho. 1439

Enclosure No. 3

CURIERUL ISRAELIT NO, 22
of JULY 10, 1940

Whatever will be told, whatever we wlll have to gsuffer, we atill
remain united in deep affliction with our country in its mourning, in
these times of changing laws and changing belliefa.

We know only by hearsay the villalnous acts which some residents
of Fesarabla and North Bucovina are sald to have committed on the occaslon
of the evacuation of these provinces by the Roumanian troops,--among
which residents, were also a few Jews., We do not know to what extent
rumors referring to these acts aré true or to what extent Jewa of Bes-
arabla have taken part in the represhensible acts which have been comm-

1tted thepe. But whatever the truth may be, what pullt do we have in

these crimes of mad savager committed b sople born and brought u

under another regime, who had no time to attach themselves in their

heart to the people and to the country] We cannot have any solidarity
with those facts which have nothing in common with our faith or our

historical trlditinna.lin any place and at any time of our destiny.

For one hundred and twenty years we have been refugees, attached
to the Roumanian people and the lloumanien eountry, and we remalined the
gsame in 1821 as in 1848, in 1877 as in 1913 and 1816-1918.

All these are facts that speak the truth about our devotion and
our gratifude, facts that cannot be erased truﬁ one day to the other,
They are deeply penetrated in our souls. #And whatever might happen,
we shall be animated by the same sentiments tlat are so deeply imprinted
upon our consclence, as the result of our unshakable falth in our

country.



FEFTCOUCED FRACH HOLDSMS AT THE FRAKRGE 0 ROOSEVELT LmALRY

Transleted Mrom Noumanian,
Bucarest, November 11,194

Roumania

Escutcheon of Romania

Office of the Prime
Einister.

No. 16343 c.c.
Hr. Fildermant

Marshall Antonesou entrusted me with transmitting the following
answer to jour petition of November 3, of this year:

"I am surprised at the way in which you endeavor to prove that
in the year of 1740 the Romanian people were close to your heart during
the traglec events with which they were overwhelmed.

In fact, the arguments which you are presentini in the enclosure
of your petition, sre nothing else but a clever display of ﬂul“uoririuu'
made by Jews for "thelr Romanian fatherland”, from the War of Independence
to 1040, as though Romania had been founded and built up thanks to Jewlsh
gallantry and Jewish blood lavishly shed in the course of times on our
battlefields. (Enclosure l.)

In the oircular of the Union of Jewish Communities (Enclosure 2)
you do not beg of all the Jews, as you claim in your petition, "to embrace
with fraternal love the Romanian refWwgees coming from the provinces tempar=-
arily turned into battlefields", but you aek them to "contribute with all
thelr means to the ald of the refugees coming from Nesarabla and from Norkh-
‘ucovina”; as thls apesl has been addressed by your Rabbis in their Friday
night and Saturday-morning preachings, it means that it was only a question
of contribution for the help of the Jewish refugees, since it 1s usual to
collect contpibuttions through the synagogue. Your interpretation was there-

fore misleading.
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Likewisa, the truncated reproduction of an article published
by the "Curierul Israelit"™ (No. 22 of July 10, 1940) wae mothing but
a vague disapproval of the abject misdeeds of the Jews of Besarabla and
North-Bucovima, since, Mr. Filderman, it has been established that 1t
was the Jews who had committed those ipnoble horrors.

In enclosure No. 3, it 1s said, "The facts were perpetrated
by inhabitants of the evacuated provinces, among whom there were also

Jews. We do not know, to what degres the rumors are true, nor to what

degree Jews of Besarabla participated in the reprehensible acts that

were comnltted there. But whatever may be the truth, whatever pgullt
we may have in those acte of savage madness, perpetrated by people born an

bpought up under another regime who did not have time to be united in

their soulc with the people and the country, ete,"
Thus, your disapproval was much more & whitewashing and a

justification of the crimes of the Jews of Besarabla, since flrast you
expressed doubt about the fact that those crimes had been actually com=-
mitted by Jews, and, at the same time, you tried to vindicate them in

the same way by saying that they had been committed by men born and brough
up under another regime, etec.

Consequently, we too were aware of that and precisely for this
reason, we felt the Impulse to defend ourselves and so the measures of
deportation to ghettos of those Jews "born and brought up under another
regime, eto." are justified.

Moreover, in that same enclosure you do not forget to dlsplay
"the smcrifices" made by Jews for Homanla, going back as far as 1682l....

This is rldoulous, Mr. Filderman! You see %to what has been
reduged your "approval" and "disapproval”. And 1t 12 useless to employ

toward Marshall Antonescu this cleverness of a lawyer, which 18 specif=-

ieally Jewlsh.
Maraliall Antonescu has sald his word.
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All the Jews will have to leave who came to Romania after
1914 and all those of the liberated provinces, without exception.

The Jews of the 0ld Kingdom will be allowed to remain, who
resided there before 1914, provided they comply wlth the laws of our
country. Uut among them, all those will also have to leave who are
communlsts or those who will make subversive propajanda or assoclate
themselves with the enemlies of our country and all those who will try
to sabotage in one way or another the interests of the Romanian State
and the Roumenien People.

Now, we have to come to defend our Homanlan rights and our
country, since our hétherto too indulgent hospitallity, of which the
Jews particularly took advantage, facilitated the substlitution of
foreigners, . especlially Jews, for Romanianas in those rights. In splte
of this substitution, they did not show any gratefulness, on the contrary
many of them repal@ our kindness and hospitality with hatred and hostil-
ity.

We are determined to stop this situation. We cannot jeopar-
dize the existence of our People, which has hammered out its history and
sealed its righte on this soil with a lavishness of sacrifice and of
blood in heavy fighting agalnst all kinds of invaders - We cannot Jeop=
ardize our rights for the sake of a few hundred thousand Jews or to
cave the principle of a humanitarian democracy, wrongly understood and
repald with hatred, erimes and hostility.

On this Romanian soil Homanians are and will remain the masters,
because this must be. The others might be tolerated if they do not try
to steal our rights, if they submit without a murmur to the laws of our
country and do not stand in the way of our national aspirations.

You and your Jews must understand thias, Mr. Filderman, and

those who will not understand 1t, will have to leave."
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Sonl of the The Seoretary Censral
Prime "imleter's Ovidiu Al. Viadesou
Jrfice. (Signed) Viadescu
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