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unévy Chase, Md.
oet. 29th, 1935

Dear Fellx:-

A8 "tne most influential single indlvidual in the ynited
statesa” I trust you will, nevertheleas, find it in your heart to
understand that 1, as one of the radlcal birds for whom you are
blamed, have been out of commnication with you these many moniha
through no lack of wanting to get your reactlion and pugpestlons
on many matters but ratner through my own selflsh precccupatlon
with family and other personal things.

The trlp was a marvelous e«perience desplte the difficultles
I indleated in the letter to Marlon. It does little good to
comment on it briefly in a letter. Suffice it to say that 1its
effect upon me ha: been in two apparently oppoaing directlons:
first, it has greatly strengthened and confirmed me in my
radicalism, not as a matter of moral right or wrong but as a
question of sheer necesslty (I can aee no foree other than
compuniem capable of lntegrating purope); decond, it has made
ae far less emotlonally lmvolved in the sguabbles which have
heretofore engaged me ln toe New Deal. (Qne cannot feel and
see tuc evidences of tie centurles of struggle that have gone
on iln nurope == especlaily la England, with the inspliring tangibke
eviaences cuch =8 tihe cathedrals, the Rosan ruins (the lowely
wyalcen Castle hill 1o the hardy country) -= witacut at last 1n
one's 1life getting a bit of perapectlve and realizling what a
small potato onc ls and what an exaggerated lmportance one hao
attached to flghts whlch are, after ail, Very pleayunliah.

50, slnce we have been back I huve deliberately not jumped
into anythlng or with any body yet. The only porson 1 nave sougit
out and spent many hours with 13 Lee Precamin Wio astnnds the test
of all pode's and @y standards better taan any other 1ndlvidual
wiih whom we have been thrown in the New Deal. Hls mind, hls
heart and his self-control make a combinatlon to wnlch we are
devoted. The pleture he gives me 13, o= you can imngine, one of
appalllng confuslon and worse. JL i3 too mucn to hope, I Buppode,
that some uay Rex Tugwell will awake to the fanct that he 1s
probubly the world's most incompetent administrator and that
wihat he ex-lalns as getting the rlght gort of veople into tae
organizition: over whleh he presldes or h=s influence 1s in
reality a mere satlsfying of his lnordlmate vanlty -=- a vanlty
born, 1 gather, f[rom a deep unconsclous sense of inferlority.
The Fesettlement jpdministratlon in its present state 18 a
anriekins dlsgrace and the committce which we set up before
we loft -- 7he Natlonal Committee On Social Rural Plunnlng whlech
includes the eachanting Stella Landls as a native of the worst
sharecropper reglon -- will ipevitably huve to m:ke Rex and a
mumber of hia assoclates (all frlends of ulne) decldedly
uncomfortable in our pursult of facts =s to the pdminiatratlon's
plans amd actlvitles. The conmlttee lneludes vurlous profeaaors,
southern as well ac northern, and some of ay radlieal apgricultural
friends. 1 am chalrman of 1t through no quallificatlions of
xnowledge, 28 you would know offhand, but because they somenow
thought I could brildge differences of opinion and get things
moving. A8 soon as I get my tonslls out next yonday and get
feeling flt agaln I expect to devote the ma)or share of uy
afternoons to this undertakling. wornings I =m atayling at home to
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avold telephone calls and people and to do some Scrlous writlng.
Before the winter is over I hope to have a book banged out --
not exactly as we talked it after the AAA blowup but a bit more
general. The title you suggested mlgnt fit still, however, to
the ideas that are shaping in my mind.

Numerous reports of you and your activitles have come to
us slnee our return, some of them obvlously untrue. Apparently,
hoviever, you dld play extremely close to F,D. much of the summer,
In all eandor I was much surprised when I heard the flret of them
(the first eame ln Europe). My surprise was based on the
conversatlions we huad following the AAA fracas, eapeclally your
references to Don Rlehberg and the pPresldent and the Labor
Relatlons Board. The essentlal for me in playlng close Lo a
person ie complete trust. There ls plenty of evldence, some of
it, I thousht, agreed to by you, that F,D, 15 not to be trusted
in the way I m®ean. But, knowing you ae I do, my ponderings nave
led yom me to apsreelate anew thal you aie eaper Lo use woatever
instrumont you ean to preas foruward in the direction of what you
concelve to be the soclal good. And, I must confeoss, =s I begln
to grow up I am coming more and more to share tonat sttltude. You
Would be aurprised at INE oy growlng capacliy Lo keoep iy opinions
and feellnzs concealed == except to an extremely llulted number
of individucls sueh as Dode, you and Lee. Lee, who has always
raiscd hedl with me for injucleious spontaneity of outburst, 1s
haoplly amazed, hec says, at ahat three months in Europe have done
for me. put in any event I hope an opportunity will arrive soon
when we say clscuse tnlo and kindred mattera.

Three imnediate matters regyulre your advice to me. 1. The
gutting famlly wants o book written about him. They wlll finance
it. They aave extended feselers Lo me [or tic job. I1'u nol at all
ponvineed there's encugh material. There's damn litlle docunentary
stuff, Lnst I've already aocertalned. uriliraois, hls lew lexleo
sollbleul machine and actlvitles ln bullding It wre none Lo
palatable. I honeotly belleve Bronson was Just about Lo cmerge
0 n notable figure. I do not think he had done the stuff yet.
What 1a your opinlon?

2. toney for the Uconey easze ls wrgenily neeued, for
actual payment of stenographlec transcripta oi Lue record, payment
of wltness s expenses, etoc., etc. John Flnerty nas shown me
his flnanclal eonditlon as a result of the exse and Frank Walsh
1s, of course, shelling out his own money 21l along on 1t. A
couple of thousand dollars 18 required right away. You probably
now =1l Lhls. [iavVe you any suggestlons? There 1s no propaganda
monkeybusiness about the situatlon. It's Mooney's biggest chance
since you had your say in the case for [ocodrow Wllson. It's a
shame and dlagrace to let it sllde. 7e've formed a comalttee
here and I am starting this week to canvasa all wy frlendg by
mall. pPlease glve me any leads you may have.

. Sonja Branting, Georg's sleter (we had long sesslons
with Georg in Stockholm), has beoen here in tune lntorests of
political prisoners under faselsm. An interparliumentary
group headed by rierre Cot of France (Alr !lnliter under Herriot)
and ineludlns Georg, Lord Listowel of the Britlsh House of Lords,
senator Just of Spain, Flacher of the Belslun iouse of Deputies
and others ls holding a Congres: in Brussels on jjov. ldth and
19th, I belleve, to take action on the report of tne commlttce
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reporting on each individual case of the hundireds of membera

of the German Relchstag who have been assasainitea, tortured,etc.,
or who are now in concentratlon campa, etc., a2 well as membersa
of other provinelal or dlstrict alected boules before Hitler came
in. The Intorparliamentary Group, through son)a Brantlng, wants
to get cxpressions of sympathy for the purposec of the Congress
to combat the rising tlde of fasclsm from members of the ynlted
ctatoa Congress. The E;aapla who had gonj)a 1n charge here -- pora
Haines, et w1l == dldn’t help her in the least, practically all
members of Congress belng absent. Do sonja and her receptlon
committee 1ln ¥ew York nave turneu to me. 1 will go after Lae
boys [ lnow porsonally == pob Lafollette, Homer, Lew setwallenbach,
24 Costlgan, laury laverlck, vito areantonlo, ete., etc. [ave
you any 2ugestlions?

Thia has run altogether Loo loaf 1lrexiy. 1 coan see you
iapatienily seanalng 1t and Beelag w.other there's room ensugh
on the muruins to serlbble replled. nqut before I shut up for
the moment I want to report that Jlm Landls, with whom I had
1unch a ccuaple of daya ago, Scemsd in 2 definitely level-neaded
conditlon witi no illusions of grandeur or of the po slbllity
of workin,  wonders witi the actj and that Jerome ¥Prank, Wwiho 18
1bout to move over to tus power comulanlon, 48 you doublless
know, 1: stllli us f-.3clpnatlng an. brilllant £s ever but should
never aave remalned ln Wiasalnguon. 1t h:s been bad for him
poychologlcally, 1lu Wy opinlon, and his lafluence ha: been
miterlally lapalred. flso I mi_ht add that pDoue anc I ran inte
Henry . ullace anc hi: wife at the Brarcelses far ten last Sunday
aftornoon =- Lho Tlrat tlme I had seen il... Blnce the blowup.
fie chook hanue cordl.lly with me and ealled me "Pat,” but declined
to ral-@ nls eyes frou the floor while doing 50. He ald likewlse
with Dode who wae €ven @orc resccveud shnn I, feellng intensely
resarming rleie Gid als uyotlelom on she woes, Justice Arandels
seems to me well but in the fou words wo hal aside he exprassed
the proftouncént ‘L of pesalolem Lo wee 1 papect to hove 4
session withn bl in o day or two.

lell, I haven't mentloned secaslons in Geneva, Lonaon,
parie or your lovely Vienna winlich 15 one of the soaddest places
we hit. e spent @mo3t time in mngland nd love the Fnelish
csuntry - loe better than anythlng we've cneounts red anywhere (I
30 undoratand conny Alken's pull towirds 1t now) but llke ~tockhdlm
beast for its neople anu way of Llife. The family i1s fine. The
trip aid all of taem mich good. ©Dode's got to huve her tonsils
out »fter 1 ao but that's an old oroblem. Flnanelally, after the
greav suo el esponditured, (and the achool, house painting, ete.,
cipencitures aince our return -- the Dolivian inister anc hls
famlly lcft the houwsce in o hell of » mess) I may be in hot water
before many moons but I'm fatalistiec about “ueh natters now. rleae
glve our love to |ariocn and tell hor that, excepnt for sone agric.
1abor inuirles and sone Italo-Ethloplan digping and some probing
in hideously insane Germany I did pick daisles 211l Summer long.
7e mach hope te ace you and her soon.



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004

