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APPEAL FOR HELP

Inmates of Camp in Italy Fight,
Enfarced Repatrintion—
Many Commit Suicide

A group of displaced Russians iy
w|ltaly has appealed to Americ
and Aritish public opinion l..:l.ln.::i
the forced repatriation of 200 of
thair compatriots
The appeal, releassd yestarday
through Lthe Refugess. Dalanss|
Commilles of 112 East Ninsteenth
Street, sald a number of the dis-
Aplaced Russians had committed
M mijeide rather than return Lo Fus-
pin and others had been killed and
wounded in irying to escape from
thelr British guards. “In this mo-
ment of terrible drama,” the ap-
peal added, “we earnestly beasech
tha democratic forces in Europe
#land America Lo rouse themaelves
against injustice and Lo put & stop
i ot he bloody mass crimes Lhat are
being perpstrated against Lhose
tnapless Pussian refugees who do|
!lnot wish to return o thelr Soviet
‘fatherland’.”

Bress

Deisils of Fighting Given
Epacial b2 Tul Mow Tora Timis

ROME, June 5—The forced re-
il patriation of Russian refugees in
§litaly was debated in Lhe British
*!House of Commons on May Il
¢ || Bubsequently the Italian preas pub-
& /|iished particulars.

i The Russian Government had
{ {long insisted on the delivery, under
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Refugees Battled
Refurn fo Sovie

By DAN MARKEL

K. T. Jowrnal-dmerican Weklnpien Buries |

WASHINGTOMN, June 5—The
death and injury of 100 refugees)-
who reaisted fonced deporiation to
Communist Russia was revesled
today by David Martin in answer
to charges that he s engaging in
& campalgn to discredit UNNRA

Mariin, secrotary of the refu-
gees Defense Committee, offered
Documentary
sulcides and multipls

proof  aof

separsilons b
where

person  cAmps UNRRA
sought to prod its pitiful wards
back Into Boviet R‘ln-jl.
REVEALS FACTS.

“The facts speak for them-
selves,” Mariin said,

pressed,
camp leader ended his life by
cuiting his throat with = iin

attack on Martin

from URRA director Lowell Rooks,
who' also included New York's ex-

riots,
forced

came

i'“" Yalta Agresment, of former
i {Russian soldlers who fought forf)
¥

‘|the Germans. Moat were in Allied
deamps but Italy was responsibie]
Afor some. Iltaly, feeling that as a
|defeated nation she waa in n weak
position to resist the Fussian de-
mands, finally turned all the Fus-{
stana in her charge over to thef
Allles, i
"1l Boon afterward the first suicides
E’ and sscapes oocurred in twa Brit-
ish eamps near Rimini when & re-
part spread that Britain had yield-

ed to the Russian demands and was i,

47 preparing to send the prisonera tof
Russia. ey were told, however,
B that they would bes sent bo Beol-
land. i

o ‘Toward the middle of May, 1824
| Rusnians were made Lo pul on Ger-
Hman uniforms and taken to Rice
elone, where they wers put on aj
ji train, Married men were permitted) &
Mo leave their wives and children|
|behind. In Ricclone the Russians,|f
fearing thay were being sent Lo
rebelled but were over-

SAYS REFUGEES
FACE RED DEATH

Russians in taly.

Displaced Russlans in Italy are
smmitting suicide rather than
fundergo enforced repatriation,
Raccording to the Refugees De-
ense Committee, 112 East 19th
Btreet, which appealed today for
public opinion to mobilize behind
ts effort to save these refugecs
rom “almost certaln death™ If
ihey are sent home. The com-
mittee leaders sald that they
were asking the State Depart-
ment and American correspond-
ents in Italy to investigale re-
ports of mass sulcides, and of
many being killed by guards

It was polnted out that under
the Yalta agreement, Britnin and

fllsnid to have suffered sevenly cas-|j
ualties. The train went on Loward)|
fi{the Austrian frontier. AL the Amer-|d
o ican-Russian sone border in Aus- ]

trin, American authorities stopped
the train, What happened after

Appeal Reports Suicides of

the United States-u
return to Bussia all persons

were citizens of the U, 8. 8. R.|tee asserted.
before the war. By the first of| The New York

this year,
nationals had been repatriat
in many cases amid scenes o
wiolence and suicide, the commit-
tee charged, while 13,800 were in

from 200,000 to 400,000, were re-

utmost to conceal their
nationality.

“We' beseech the democratic
forces in Europe and America to
put a stop to the bloody mass
erimes that are being ted
against those hapless Hussian

European camps. A much larger) pe
number, variously estimated at i;:
than
to be lving precariously Ele aga
outside the campa, doing their viet poll
Russian | tyranny
human history; or that we have
dared to leave or have refused
to return to the Soviet Unlon,
kingdom of foreed labor and the
brotherhood of slavery.”

more than 2.125000|made public several
ed.|from Italy setting forth the de-
fltails surrounding
Russian refugees.

ndertook tolof the hoax that had been per-|7
who |petrated or them,” the commil-

organization
mants

suicides  by|

“We solemnly declare,” one ap-

al from Italy rea

lee  Bystem,
without

d, “that we

guilty of no other crimes)y
that we carried on & strug-|§
inst the terror of the So-

inst a
ent  In

refugees who do not wish to re-
turn to thelr Soviet fatherland,”
the committee appealed.

Hoax Is Beported.

The statement charged that to
facilitate the removal of Russian
refugees, the local administira.
tion had unofficlally spread the
rumor that they were belng sent
to Scotland to work with British
miners. “But when these same
Russians were put in stec]
rallroad cars, heavily strung with

barbed wire, then all
vanished, and the

_“‘j'n'i‘ultﬂ understood _I_J-_l: mtuu’
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REFUGEES DEFENSE COMMITTEE
112 East 19th Street
New York 3, New York

APPEAL TO BRITISH AND AMERICAN PEOPLE FROM RUSSIAN REFUGEES OF CAMP NO. 6 - ITALY

We earnestly beseech you with all possible dispatch to inform the British
and American people that on this last May B there tock place a terrible and bloody
drama in Camps MNo. 6 and 7, which has been set up under British administration near
the town of Rimini in Italy: after having spent more than two years behind British
barbed wire, 174 persons were taken from Camp No. 7 and 11 persons from Camp Mo. 6,
all of whom were sent to the Russian Zone in Austria to be delivered to the Soviets.
In the course of the removal many committed suicide and many more were killed while
attempting to eacape.

In order to facilitate the removal of the Russian refugees, the local ad-
ministration had unofficially spread the rumor that those who were removed were be-
ing sent to Scotland to work with the British miners. Our poor Russians believed
this. They were even happy about it. They were happy to be able to work so that
they could repay the British people, even if only in part, for whatever expense had
been entailed by their involuntary sojourn in the camps. They were happy of the
opportunity to do their bit, however small, in the rehabilitation of the economy of
England, of the country that had given them refuge and that had, down through history,
won glory as the staunchest upholder of the ideals of democracy and {reedom.

But when these same Russians discovered that they were %to be doomed to death
through repatriation, when they were stripped to the skin and searched and everything
metallic was taken sway from them, when they were put in specisl steel railroad cars
(In Europe many cars are wooden - translator's note), heavily strung with barbed wire,
and when British Army reinforcements were concentrated to expedite this export of
death - then all illusions vanished and the unfortunate refugees understood the nature
of the hoax that had been perpetrated on them.

Most of those who remain in Camps 6 and 7 now are women and children; many

" of the women are very old and many of the children are orphans. We no longer believe
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in any promises. On the contrary, we are disposed to believe in the posaibility that
our wives, mothers and children will sgain be the victima of similar acta of treach-
ery and viclence. We are momentarily prepared for apother such “surprise.”

Put we should still like to believe that, even though we have been de-
prived of sll rights, one last privilege is left to us - the privilege of doomed men
to their finel testament. And it 18 of this privilege that we wish to aveil our-
selves by appealing through your kind mssistance to the consclence of the pecple of
Britain and of America.

In this moment of terrible drama, we earnestly bessech the democratic forces
on Europe and America to rouss themselves against injustice mnd to pat a stop to the
bloody mass crimes that are being perpetrated against those bapless Russimn refugees
who do pot wish to return to their Soviet "fatherland.”

We protest with all ocur hearts and with all our ensrgies against the loath-
pome attempts of the Soviet government and its meny agents to portray us in the eyes
of European public opinion as fescists and collaboratora.

We solemnly declare that we are "guilty” of no othor crimes than that we
carried on a struggle against the terror of the Soviet police system, against a tyran-
ny without precedent in human history; or that we mmve dared to leave or bave re-
fused to return to the Scviet Unlon, kingdom of forced labor and the brotherhood of
slavery.

We nsk the demoeratie world to believe that in the Soviet Union all of the
elementary rights and freedoms have been abolisbed and thet under the cloak of reve-
lutionary phrases, the sonstrous regime which controls Soviet Hussin is destroying
and discrediting everything of which progressive mankind could be proud, everything
which constituted the essence of the spiritual and material culture of humanitarian
demoeratie Europe.

In this tregic and historic moment - tragic mnd historic for the people of
Eurcpe, as well as for the people of the camps - we raise cur humble volees.

We, who for more than twenty five years have lsbored in the USSR and who
have held many positions under the Soviet government, declars it our deepest convie-
tion tmt only the lmmediate ard united mobilization of all the spiritual and ma-
terial forces of the democratic world ean curb the bloodthirsty sppetite of Rusaian
Communism and can prevent the fall of the iron fist of viclence which totalitarian
bolshevism now holds smoacingly over the demccratic world.

May 12, 1947 Inmates of Camp Mo. 6
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(ORRCION AT CAMPS
DENIED BY UNRRA

an. Rooks Answers Refugee
Group's Charges of Red
Infiltration in Organization

e ——

p—

Speckal is Tug ¥ew Yo TisEs.
WASHINGTON, June 13—Maj.
Gen. Lowell W, Rooks, director
general of the United Nationa Re-
lef and Rehabilitation Administra-
tion, today answersd charges made
against UNRRA personnel in A
letter from David Marlin, secre
tary of ths Refugee Defense Com-
miLLles.

He again insisted thal "any sug-
gustion that there is pressure,
coercion, discrimination, or un-

damoeratie action in displaced per-
®ans campa Lo escure repatriation
|in utterly without foundation.”
Mr, Martin charged that Com-
munist infiltration in UNRRA calls
far international refuges organiza-
tion sereening of NRRA em-
ployes Lo remove pro-Communists,
| He suggeated removal of Paul Ed-
lwards, UNRRA director for the
American zons ln Germany on the
ground that he both “went along™
with FRussia and stigmatized as
vMar” and “Fascist® all refugecs

e -ﬁaww’-mlwmn.—._.

who refuse repatriation.
Fdwards Reachsd In U. B,

General Rooks reached Mr. Ed-
wards, now in this eountry on
{|leave, in Aberdeen, 8. D. Gensral
t | Rooks stated:

“The UNRRA director for the
American zone in Germany specif-
teally denies that he said, We
ingres with the Russians; we sup:
port their claima.’ !

“He acknowledges that he made
the atatement in which anti-repa-
iriation groups are characterized)
as undemocratic remnants of pre-|
| war regimes that reflect Mazi and|
Fascist concepts, 1 ean only re-
gret that he made such = state-|
ment aa it conatitutes & departure
fram UNRRA's policy of strict po-
Ytical neutrality.
=] mtiribute the error to over-

i,.m.u e et 2

sarious riot had just occurred-in
s camp at Altenstadt and much
unjustified eriticiam was being di-
rected at UNRAA. Corrective ac-
{lon has been (Daken to prevenl
|much errors in the future.”

Ganeral Rooks sald that he had
heard storien of pressures in the
camps, but they wera pressures,
sometimes invalving actual phys-
leal force, “from ups or organi-
eationa Lrying to keep people from|
returning home."

— F— Aty
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| l}n\'-mﬂnrnu which are mem-
bern of UNRRA agresd that re-

triation was Lhe best solutien
|tor those willlng Lo accept it, Gen-
leral Rooks stated. Hg added thal
UNRRA has Lherefore “used Iis
|beat effaria to bring about condi-
|tlans favorable for repatriation
This has resulted, he said, in & pal-!
iey fully supportsd by the United
States under which UNRRA “in
trylng to arrange to have nﬂplaf
who are actively oppased o re-
|patriation  placed In separaie
|campa.”

Edwards Beored By Group

The Refugees Defensa Commit-
rlu made public yestarday a letier
to Maj. Gen. Lowell W. Brooks,
Director General of the United Fe-
1fef and Rehabilitation Adminisira-
tiom, eriticleing Paul Edwards,
UNRRA Director for the Ameri-
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How Tork &, BHe is

& OPEN EEPLY 0 T DINNOTOR-GEKERAL OF UNARA.

Dear General Rooks:

At a press conference on June 4 you undertook to reply to certain eriti-
clgms our organization has made of UNRRA's administration of the displaced persons.
1f the reports which guoted you are correct, you mccused our committes of acting
put of "political rather than humanitsrisn motives® and characterized our statement
that thers wan & substantisl pro-communist {nfiltration in UNHEA 8s on attempt to
fgmear" the entirs administration. You thon went o to say the following; "They
would prefer to see these unhappy dlsplaced persona git whore they are in the camps
in Germony, Juatris and Italy until they rot thoroushly - and largely at the ex-
pense of the imerican taxpayer - rather then go home where, I m convinced, the
greater part of them would find thelr best opportunify to rohabllitate themgelves.”

In the firat place, we should like to state for the record that none of
the criticiems wo have had to make were intended an a blanket condsmnation of TNERA.
We know that UNRRA has performed o great humsitnrism service in mony fielda and we
are convinced that the majority of its employees have been loyal and officlent ser—
vents, Qur criticiems have been directed specifically againet the section of UNERA
in charge of dlsplaced persons aad, sore particulerly, agadnet the activities of
this ssctien since the inmuguration in Geptember 1946 of the all-cut repatriation
drive which the UNRRA officiala in chorge, with somowhat cynical fradmess, nansd
"gperation Carrct.®

In the second place, we should like to state for the record that our or-
ganization is not cpposed in principle to repatriation. Put we belieove that repie
triatisn ghould be on an entirely voluntery bosls. We agres wholehsartedly that
repatriation is the sensible sslution in the case of those who are not opposed to
Communies or even in the cnse of those who do not feel too keenly, one way of the
other, on the sabject. With very fow exceptions, those who belonged to this cate-

gory heve slready ascepted repatriation. With equelly few exceptlons, those who ro-
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main in the cemps nave given what should be sufficient indication that they do not
belong to this category; if they have resimted all the pressures and inducements %
which they have been subjected, then 1t can only be because thoy find the regimes
in thoir homelands so utterly sbhorrent that they prefor all tho hardships of exile
and 1ife in the camps to what swaits thom on thelr ancestral solls

In our letter of JSpril 16 we expressed the point of viow that 1t was
UNmA's duty (1) "to facilitate the repatriation of those refugoes who voluntarily
dapired repatriation? and (2) "to care for those who rofuse to roturn nome becmisa
they find the regimes in their homelends intolerablo.”. » «"We are not asking UNERA
to dissunde the refugees from returning home," said our lotter. "FHEGA must resain
noutrol. Tt mast neither persuade nor dissunde. MAny endesyor to reassure the ref-
ugoes about conditions in thoir hoso countries would fly full in the faco of the
officinal declarations made by the American President, the State Departmont snd the
Americen Ambaggadors to Poland and Yugnelavia.”

o accept your Assurance that UMHAA haa nover mmployed coarcion to get
the refugoes to go back. But this is o charge we have novor mAde. What we have
snid is that UNRRA or, more specifically, cortain UNHRA administrators; have am-
pleyed vorious typee of moral, peychological and physical pressures in thelr en-
deavors to porsusde tho rofugeos to return. This io a -mhnt which we oo back
up to the 7 Indood we are at present preparing a compilation of certaln offi-
cial UNFRA documents dealing with this typo of persuasion. W ghall be eposking of
this and other matters in a communication which you will recelve from us later
this weealk.

Our organization has téken the stand that tho avidonco of pro-communist
infiltration in UNERA mekes it igperative that THERL adminlstrative personnel be
soreensd before boing tukon over by the IR0, Azain wo wish to eophaaize that this
is no more intendnd as & blenket condemnation of tne administration thed tha Pres-
idont's introdoction of the loyalty check is intended as o condemnation of the
American Oivil Service.

¥o are convinced that there ls ample Justification for this recommondas-

tion. We would polnt cut that loading national periodicale like Saturday Evening
Post and Readsrs' Digeat have carried articlos by qualified cbeorvers dealing with

aopmnist infiltration in UNERA. In Zurope thls Comsuniat infiltration in UNREA 18
& matter of commonplace knowledge. Indeed, at the preparatory committon of the
IE the question was raised by tho Duatch and Bolglan dologates, both of vhom ex-
pressed the point of wiew that IHD ghould talce measures to provent the inelusion
of pro-communist elements. Finally thore is the statemant by Mr. E1liott Shirk,
formorly Mnericen Zone Directar for the Intergovernmental Commlttos on Refugees -
a statemont vhich wes properod after consultation with U.S. Army officers; e

have long beon aware of forces at work in our A:mz%;_tlhﬂnll to the mumen snd 1

righta of D acod Fersons. Latel go_forcos hawo boan welghtod so

; T of tnoo U.B.5.H. that ;wﬁ of speoch is disappesring nctive foar ro-
it

)
placing "

Thops statomonts are, admittedly, generalizations. Bub thore is mmple
documentary evidence to back them up. We eaclose for your informaticn a photostat-
ic copy of Gtars and Stripes for Maey 15, carrying & statomont by Mr. Poul Edwards,
UNERA director for the American Zono of Gormany. Tho ceptlon of tha article reads:
HJSSIA BACKED ON DP CHAROES., The article - a United Pross digpatch writton by
Richard 5. Clark = quoted Edwards aa seying the followlng: ige agroo with the Rus-
slens. Weo support tholr claims. Thoso anti-repatriation groups are not tho prod-
ust of democratic processes tut are rather tho remnants of prower regimos that re-
floct Mazi and fascist concopts.®
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In our opinion Edwards' statoment 1s cxpressive of an altogpother lopone
sissible hostility to thoso refugeos who refuse ropatriation - and 1s indicative of
mch olse bosides. Only in tho languagoe of the Comsunist world and ite varisus por-
iphories are all theso who opposc Communism put down os "fasciste" or ®"Nazle.! If
gomantic critoria mean snything at all, then Edwards, in tho fow words quotod above,
gives cortain unmiotaksble indications. To chargoe, oa Bdwards does, that thoso who
rofuse ropatristion to thelr Communist-dominatod homelands "roflock Nazi or fagoiat
concopta® is tantsmount to sccopiing tho Soviot thesis.

Trno chargos now mado by Sdwards wero originally mads by the scmovhat more
eloguent Mr. Vishinsky at tho United Natlons. At that timo Mre. Roosevelt roplied
to Mr. Vishingky ss follows: "I gather that Mr. Vishinsky folt that anyono wo dld
not wish to roturn under the prosont form of govormmont st of nocessity bo fas-
cist. I talkod to & groat many of those peoplo who do not atrike me as fascist."

1 esn think of no moro fitting roply them thio to Mr. Edvards.

f ghould liko to drew your attootion to tho fact that it was Mr. Pmul Ed-
werds who roplaced Mr. J. H. Thiting after tho oxposurc of thoe torme of Administra-
tive Order 109 had forood the romoval of Whitings This order, if you will rocall,
provided for the sutright supprossion of enything that might be tormed anti-ropatri-
ation propaganda; tho isclatlon of anti-repatriation olomonte; the transmission to
tho Soviet mutboritios of lilsts of Soviet ciltizone; tho oponing of all cemps to
Soviet Lisipon Officors, "including tho priviloge of making houso calls to inguire
rogarding the residonts in osch house," & progrem of pro-ropatriation indoctrina-
tipn, involving "tho dlstritution of Boviet proclimations, 1iterature, filma and
nowspaperat; and, finally, it provided for tho sumiry punisiment of any Pact of
digardor, violonoo, disorder, or ingult towards Soviot officors.? TYou are no doubt
awaro that tho State Dopartment iteclf made reproscntations to the UNERA adninistra-
tion comcorning cortain of the provislons of Order 199.

%o boliove that Edearda! statement glves all the more point to our rocom-
sopdation that UNERA poreonnol bo scroonod bofora bolng tranaforrod to tho IHD. W
know that for tochnical roasons 1t would bo impossible for UNHEA or the IRO, o&a
United Nations bodlom, to rofusc to employ an Bdministrator on tho grounds that he
was & Comminist or sympathotic to Communism. But there are amplo tochnical grounds
for demanding that thoso in chargo of the displacod persons bo froo from such polit-
ieal prejudice as would meke ispartislity vis-a-vis thelr rofuges wards impoasibles
jinco the IRD will bo financod oxclusively by the non—-communist countrics, and sinoo
IEate purpose im to holp rofugoos most of shom aAre avowodly anti-commniat, and
slnco the Oomrmnist position from tho first has complotely nogated the right of asy-
lum, both foirnoss and common menso would dictato tho rigid oxclusion of pro—commun-—
iat porsonncl from IRQ.

Tho previcus UNHRA diroctor for tho imoricon Zono displayod such overt
hraotility to tho refugocs that ho had to be romeved. Ele succossor, the prosent
dircctor, has givon evidonco of an equal lack of impartiolity - and if 1t wero not
for the shert timo that romains to UNEEA, wo boliove that his romoval, too, wuld
bo varranted. Unloss tho UNARL adeinistrative oteff is carcfully screencd in order
to romove the Thitings and tho Bdwards, thero can bo 1ittle hope that the IR will
conduct iteclf difforontly.

Lot us rossmarc you in closing thmt wo arc not uneware of the groat human-
itarisn sorvico porformod by UNRRA. With ite rooont pollecy ftowards tho rofugeor wo
&ro, howover, compollod to talko sorious lssue.

DaVID MaRTIH
Gacratary, Hefugees Defense Committes
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TOWARD IRD
The Houss Commities os Ferelgn
irn gave Its unamimous spprovel e —
o COMMUNIST THREAT) ~ amfidiisti s e
Thrited Btates bo jobn the International ] lter, both by parsonnel and In palicy,
of he unlamsntsd UNNRA &
Pafuges Orgunization, which was cre-
aléd At the bust semsion of the U, X, miniwtration, ihes it will sam for
3 iself e cursed of all of its mH.
General Amsesnlly, The Henats has dlon wards—as UNRRA has i
alresdy givem spproval fo this plas. 1¥ rendy done Por ilasif ™
the House mow Pallows suit, asd i both ‘The memorandsm asid that Lhe
branches of Congress ihen authorize darluition of Tefagues i Ub IRO!
the propossd American contribution ta e e B
the project (& mem now fosd &b & :qu regimes, Span-
maximum of $75,000,000), thare b8 Fosd ish Rapublicans or persans moesid-
ranson io hops that TRO ean be wet up .\l‘%w‘lhm
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“Tha feet 16" the memorandum
date when UNERA ends s refugee £oe Or i il naserted, “that anly & ny minor-
work. Lt this doss mol happen, (he Mulﬂwmﬂ-l ity of the refugees in to-
American srmbes of sccupation in Ger- Committes, 113 East Nineteenth  '8Y Are refugees from Fa-
many and Austria, wiresdy beset by Birsst, m 8 memorindem  ad - W V. Th
masy difficulibes, will find thin addi- drsmsed to the House Foreign Af- mmm-l[m";."
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tution of IRO. It defines “refugess” as sver Ly pressnt polscies. satagoriss by mase in Lhe consti-
victima of Naxi or Fascist regimes, oo The memorandum, released b5\ Tinited Nationa. fut this stil Soee
of s quisling poversmenls which David Maritn, sscretary of the not fustify the em of &
thoss regimes; Mpanish fle- MDC, aaseried thal the ected|  farmuls which completely chacuren

publicans, and "persons who were cons IRD program  planned Epply the real nature of ths -
mdered refugess befors (he sulbireak o sbiain the repatria-| The coonmilfiss urged that ithe
of the Becond World War™ Buwi Lhis jof of displaced persons, and that | IR place Ha principsl emphasis
definition sctuslly covers only & very :llﬂ-iﬂlll-l' L & ;I.-.I.I-. - e it
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the authorities in Charge of the DMeplaced Fersons.
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azerican Friends'! Service Committes

Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant ald Soclety
aperican Federation of Labor

Congress of Industrial Organizations

Rafugees Defense Committes

International Hescue and Relief Committes

Hay 14 1947

ihen the question of the refugees was being debated by the Buman Bighte
Committee of the United Natione, the United States delegation under the load-
ghip of Mre. Eoosevelt resolutely oPPosed every demand of the Soviet Powers
that the Dieplaced Persons be forcibly returned to tneir homelands. REepa-
triation, eaid the american delegation, should be entirely on & voluatary
basis. Those who had reason to fear persecution if they returned nome should
be accorded the traditional right of asylus.

In & world whers human 1ife had come to mean so little, the refusal of
the damccratic nations to compromise with the totalitarian nations at the ex-
pense of thesoe hapless refugees was heartesing indeed -- and this all the
more eince the democratic natlions could not have been unamare of tho coots
and difficulties involved in providing sanctuary for those who rofusod repa-

triation.
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It is to be regrotted that the attitude of the various suthorities en-
charged or to be encharged with the care of the DisPlaced Personn pas re-
duced to rather questionsble Proportions the right of asylum for which the
american delegation fought so uncomprosisingly at the Umited Watlions. Lmay
rofugess who were opPosed to repatriation have alresdy sucoumbed to the Proc-
sures that have been applied to them, Instead of decreasing, these pressurod
nave besn increasing, so that et the present time the Plight of the refugoos
has reached a mtate of crisis that cries out for the strong and imsedinte in-
tervention of the United States, Great Britain and the other democratic powers,

{I) oOver a long period of time there wers numerous reforts from
unizpeachable sources that certain UNHHa administrators were emplojy-
ing varipus types of Preswarcs and inducements to got the refugees to
g0 home. On March 18, a conference of UllE~ directors in Faris an-
nounced & "progra= to repatriate thie Spring 360,281 displaced Foles
and Yogoslawva", this program to be Precedsd by "the elrculation in va-
ricus DP campe of 'the fullest information Possible! sbout Foland and
Yugoslavis, whose govermments will supply tne facte." (N.Y,Herald-
Tribune, March 19, 1947). UNERa sdministrators have indicated that
thoy hopa to pash thelr repatristion drive to the limit in the briof
time loft to them -- and the word “compulsory" has even appeared in
some of thelr statemsnta,

(1I) The preparatery commission of the IR0 at its recent mecting
in Genova spoke of launching the IRO by initisting a tremendous repa-
triation drive, In thie connection it is motewortny that the IHD
constitetion says that its main Purpose is "to encourage and assist in
every Way Possible tha return of the Displaced Perscns to thelir coun-
trics of origin.®

{(1II) Fimelly, there is the rocent Proclamation of Gemeral Lucius
D. Clay in which he urged the refugess "to volunteer to go homs thbls
5pring rathar than face the uncertainties of contimued residence in
Germany." Wa know that Genersl Clay Personally has boen BmOBt Bympa-
thetic to the cawse of the refugess, and we cannot bolieove that he
gould have issied his proclamation unless ne hed despairced of findisg
8 democratic solutlon.

We are convinced, however, that a democratic solution can be found,

It is not right to demand of the 200,000 Jewish DMeplaced Ferscna that
they return to the countries where six million of thelr brathren wero
slmghtered, countries which for theo Jows ovoke momories that make rehabili-
tation a Paychologleal imposaibdlity.

It is oqually inhuman - in many respocts it is oven more inhumaneto wrge
the Poles, Ukrainisns, Yugoslave and Balts, wno have fled from totalitarian
terror in thelr own countries, to accept repatriamtion. The 850,000 Politi-
eal rofugeos who still remain in the camPs and assesbly ceatres of Burcps
have already refused ropeated offers, frequontly accompanied by substantial
inducemont, to roturn home. It im not an easy thing for Paopls of tho land
to cat thomeelves off from their ancostral soil. If they have spurned tho
many overtires that nave been made to them and resisted all tho pressuros
that hgve boen exercised on them, then it can oaly be becmuse they find tho
rogines existing in their homeland so utterly abhorreat that they prefer all
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the hardships of exile and the camps to 1ife in their ancestral homoland. Nor must
the fact be ovorlooked that by their ropoatod refusals the refugoos who romadn in
the camps have stigeatized thomselves as rocalcitrent oppositionists in tho eyes of
tno governments demending tholr rotura.

The officisl pronounconcnts of the American government on the subject of
the Yogoslav, Polish and Russian rogimos could hardly be roasguring to a man oho
fools hizmsolf to be thus stiguntizod. Nor are they particularly roassurod by those
woll-wighors who tell them that, while it may be dangercus for intollectual oppon=
onts of communism to returc homo, simplo possants hove absclutoly nothing to foar
if thoy are ropotriated. %u would point out that the New York Times rocently onti-
patod tho mumber of poiiticsl priscancs in Yugoslavia at 500,000. When it 1s con-
sidersd that Yugeslavia's total popuietion is only 14,000,000, it is vory obvious
that tho tulk of tho 500,000 sust bo not intolloctusls, tut "simplo poasanta. !

Wo bollove that noither UNRRA mor the IRO nor any other emnthority hess any
moral right to attempt to persuade the Displaced Porsons to roturn unloss thoy aro
proparcd to offer a practical ond workable antoc that will not be lu% oot
to reclol or political persccution in bhe cmm%ﬂns ta whi are mgked to ro-
furn. Tho E&uaiﬁm n; Tho Doportmont of Stato In ro tho Yugoslav cloctions and
Tho Polish oloctions would indicate that tho Amoricon govornmont is comvincod, on
tho basis of all availablo information, that froodom of politicel oppositicn docs
not oxist in tho countrios within tho Soviot sphere of influence; and they wuld
indicate further that the government socos no way &t this timo in which 1t can act to
provent these vielations of tho Yalta Agrooment and the Atlantic Ohartor.

At tho foundation of all froodom is froedom of cholee. It ie mot consie-
tent to sposk of tho nood for supporting the forcos of democracy overywhere in tho
world and &t thoe samo timo to deprive the mass of refugoes in Zurope of the froodom
to choose whether they wish to live under commnist rogimos or wnother thoy wish to
romako their lives in the domocratic world. Wnat is moro, it ls Aifficult to soo
how oithor UNERA or IRD can hope to porsuade thoso until-new unporsuadable rofugoon
te roturn homo without exercising considorablo prosgure on thom. One is compellod
to ask prociscly what forms of prossurc the suthoritics contomplate using to achlowvo
the goal of repatriation.

¥o would urge you, Mr. Secrotary, to give thoso problema your immodiate
and eympathotic coneidoration. To offor tho rofugocs no altornative but ropatria-
tion or starvation is to nogato tho right of asylum vwhich is a traditional tenot
of tho democratic falth.

Aftor the last war, tho Loaguo of Natlons succoodod in coplng with a
refugee problom much like tho one that exists todsmy. If the pro-refugoo nations
wore to combine all their offorts, wo ero convincod that, mmong the many countrics
of Latin America, smong the Empliro countriocs and in tho Unitod Statos, homes could
bo found for tho vast majority of tho Displaced Perscns in Zuropo. Wo aro convinced,
too, that the integration of tho Displacod Persons into tho 1lifo and oconomy of
tho desccratic world would contributo both culturally and economically to ita
progroes. It noed hardly be pointod out that, had the pro-rofugoo govornmonts, aa
soon as the war was ovor, cmbarked on a concertod rofugeo peliey, the mojority of
the Displaced Porsons could have boon rosottled for somowhat leas than what it has
cost to fecd thom and housc them undor sbyemal conditlons in tho camps of Eurcpo
gincoe tho ond of tho war.
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It is not too lato for tho democratic governments to cabark on puch &
pProgram nows

For tho Foderal Council of Churchos For tho Amorican Federation of
of Christ in Anorica Labor

SAUEL McCREA CAVERT TRANE FENTOH
For tho Hatlonal Catholic Wolfara For tho Congross of Industrial
Conforence Organizations

EDWARD E. SWANSTROM JAMES B. CAREY
For the Amoricon Frionds Sorvico For the Refugoos Dofonse
Committoe Comnittoo

JALES READ DAVID MARTIN
For tno Hebrow Immigrant Ald Socloty For tho InternationAl Hescuo

and Rollof Committoo
SAMUEL TELSEY
ASRM BECHEER
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HEFUGEES TEFENEE COMMITTEE Tel; GR 7-0970
112 Esat 19th Street
Hew Tork 3, M. T.

OPFEN LETTER T0 GEMERAL ROCKS (MO, 2)

June 25, 1947.
Dear Gensral Rooks;

We are writing to you again becauss we foel that it ls pecessary to establlieh an
undarstanding on certain points with both the present asd future adninistrators of
the displaced persons.

Before procesding to a consideration of your reply, I should llke to emphasize
again that whataver criticism we have to moke in not intended as a condamnation
of the UNRRA Administration as & whole — which has performed an indispensable bu-
manitarian work in many fields - btut is directed epecifically against that section
of the UNEEA Administration in charge of the IFs and more particularly against its
sctivities since the inception of the firet big repatriation drive iz December
19456,

In replying to cur several statempents you have declored repeatedly that THERA has
received no evidence that any displsced person repatriated through its efforts bas
bean persscuted in any way subsequent to repatriation; that, on the contrary,
UMRRA workers who hove checked on the welfare of the repatriates have submltted
uniformly favorable reports on their treatment. The mass of evidence at hand, how
ever, constrainas us to reject this assurance.

In the first place, we should like to point out that UNRRA has had o fleld workers
in the territories of the former Lithusnian, Latvian and Esthonian Republice or in
any of the other territorles, either prewar or postwar, of the U.5.5.R. Of all the
regions behind the iren curtain, the former Baltic Republics are perhopa the most
complotely shut off from the cbmervation of the democratlc world, Since the end
of tha war no official representative of the British or jmerican governments, no
representative of any independont agency &nd no representative of the democratic
press has been permitted to tour these territories sc that he might see with his
own eyes what was golng on there. This fact by itself should be sufficlent to a-
rouse the graveat suspicions; of itself, too, 1t slnost makes credible all ths re-
ports of mass deportations to Siberia and of totalitarian terror which from time

to time seop out of these countries or sre brought out Wy escapees.

In view of these repeated reports, in view of its owmn lack of accoss to thoss ter-
ritories, and in view of the complete exclusion of &ll independent observers, wo
fall to understand how UNRRA could take it upon itself to assure the Litlmanlan,
Latvian and Esthenian refugeecs that they have nothing to fear if they roturn to
thalr homelands. Nor can we understand how you yourself, in your high office of
DMrector General of UNEDA, could undertake to make the categorical assortion that
there is no evidence that any repatriated displasced person has been subjocted to
any form of persecution. We have on hand & copy of UNHRA Bepatriation Nows, Imsue
Wo. 13, Moy 15, 1947. This bplletin anscunces the publication of a "atrongly and
affectively worded statement” by the Prosldent of tho Lithumnian Republic "in
which he urges Litmuaniens to return to their homeland." 'UNRRA team captaine are
instructed to "watch for their coples” and to distribute them when they arrive.
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e tulletin also reproduces the text of a sinmilar statement addressod to the Estho-
=ian Seviet Socialist Republic. If UNREA wore merely to distribute |'.t:l;mm statemonts
without comment, there could be mo objection. But we consider 115800 hoight

of immorallty or the helght of irrosponsibility for UNRRA Mszinistrators to under-
write these declarations about reglens to which the democratic world has boon de-
nied all Bccoas.

#a are awarc that in the caso of Yugoslavlia UNARA has had a certaln pupber of work-
¢rs in the fiold, and we arc guite prepared to baliove that they nave checkod on o
mmber of the ropatriates - mwcorsarily a wory spall poresnbtage - and have found
shem to bo leading unpersocated lives. But again ha=s Aro ‘acts which constrain us
to digbeliove the catogorical assertion thal thure has boen no persecution of ro-
petriates in Yugoslavia, Asbassador Richard ©. Pattorscn, Jr. has informed tho
pross that slave lebor in lts vilest form oxists in Yugoslavis; end all accounts by
rosponaible American correspondents agroc that the Yugoslay state has become com-
pietoly totalitarisn and that some helf millisn or more of its citizens aro now
glaye laborers in Tito's concontretion camps.

Since the majority of the ropatriates wero anti-communist at tho time of thelr re-
roturn, it would not be unnatural to assumo that they wera placod under careful
surveillance by the secret pelice; cortainly thore is no roason for believing that
tney are granted a priviloged status wiich oxompts thom from the constent oesplonago
and froquent persccution which is the 1ot of tho aversgo citizen in the modern to—
talitarisn state.

In Poland, it is true, the opposition still enjoys & fow voatigos of liberty o
that tho arrests and deportations and executions have not botn on quito as massive
a scale ag in the Bsltic countries or in Yugoslavias. Fut political situations do
not romain static. The tendency in Poland, as in Bungary, Bulgaria and Rumania,
has not beon upwards but dewnwards. If tho events of the past fow montha hove any
moaning at all, then we can only conclude that tho tendencles at presont at work in
Poland will shortly be congummated by tho complote suppression of tho political
opposition and by the esteblishoont of a totalitorion polico stato on tho Buaslen
and Yogoslev modele.

How meny of those displaced porsons who have accopted ropatriation under NERA sue-
pices have been subject to parsecuticn wo gannot sy, That there has beon persocu-
tion 1s boyond denisl. You arc undoubtodly awaro that inside and outanido tho UNRRA
camps today thore arc many displaced persons who, having sccepted repatriation,
found the conditicns in tholr homolands so uttorly unbearable that thoy risked
their lives to cscapo again to tho admittod heorrors of 1lifo in Gorpany and Mustris.

When Director Gonorsl ILa Ouardia visited tho Yugoslav camp at El Shatt last Soptom-
bor, he asked ono of tho delegation why ho refused to roturn to Yugoslavia.

fpocmac I don't wish to ropeat the oxporioneo I hed the last timo I returnod®

gaid tho dolegate. "What was that oxporionce?® asked Mr. La Guardia. "1 vas ar-
rosted and sentonecd to bo oxocated.® . . JUFMYT" . o »"Bocsugo I wed congidered too
friendly to tho British," answerod the delgato.

The rospoctod Cathelic wookly Amorica has printed the cvidence of a Ukrainion girl
gno accoptod ropatriation to hor pative Dnicpopotrovak. We quete a fow oxcarpte
from it horo
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ighen T arrived at my native Dnicpropetrovek, I was assigned to m kelhasp
{collective farm) under strict supervision of a communist foroman. « « -
I vas troatod as if I wore & criminal bocause I had been taken by tho
Germans. . .Ono day, at tho inatigation of my comsanist patron, 1 was
takon by & group of oight Soviet soldiors. . .For two days I vas mitla
troated, moleatod, raped. . «I knew thon that I could mot live longer
in my native country. . .Tno now ropatriatos mot oven worsa fatos thon
mysolf. Most of thes mover saw tholr families or pativo villagos, tut
wore sont directly to Eazekstan and Siberia. . .I declded that oy fathor-
land pas & living holl in cosparison with liborated Franco.®

Thoro is ono moro point wo should like to make on tho subjoct of po tho
displacod porsons to accopt ropatriation. Thoro ds indisputable ov oo t in
thoso countrics whoro tho communists have suecoodod in ostablishing thompolvos to
the cxclusion of all opposition, the children from tho ago of slx aro bolng eye-
tomatically militarized and bretalizod and indoctrinatod to anticipate tho coming
war with Wostorn Breaction.” Even wore it not for tho porsocution of tholr par-
ents, wo think it could fairly be argucd that to roturn childron to puch sducation
&g apnits them on tho other side of the iron curtain is by iteclf & crimo against
hupeanitys

In your statemont to tho pross in reply to our lottor you again donled that UNERA
had employod amy prossuros to induce the Displacod Porsons to accept ropatriation.
Fe have in our possossion so meny dopositions by displaced porsons and =0 many
copies of official UNERA documents in which the pressures to bo coployod aro
frankly discussod, that wo aro at a loss to undorstand your statomont.

gne of tho mest torrifying and effoctive of the varlous prossurcs employoed by UNERA
was the repoatod seroenings to which tho displasod porsons woera subjoctod -
sereenings which in somo camps doprived more than a third of & porsemncl of thoir
1P status and cast thom out to starve in a starving snd hoetile Jerman worlds You
aro no dowbt swarc that in & numbor of casps mass potitions worc submittod protost
ing againat the brutality of UNEEA's scrooning mothods. You ara no doubt avare,
too, that carly this yoar tho United Statos Army in Gormany intorvonod to halt the
UNREA scrooning program because it had causod so much alarm emong the IPs. Wo
quoto from tho Stars and Stripes for Jamuary 20:

ngrancfort, Jan. 25. Tho Army today disclosod it had ordorod UNRRA field
tosme to halt o now scrooning progrem vhich had causod alarm emong thous-
ands of Zone IPs who considercd it 'politicall.

Alex Squadrille, ezocutive officor of tho USFET 06 IP branch said 'all the
IFs woro somowhat agitated! whon they rocolved guestionnedres on tholr
political affiliations and background.

Faots askod in tho survey could bo usod againat IFs by govoromonte in the
lands thoy no longor want to livo in, the IPa foarod.

Ono lottor of protost sigeed by noarly 5000 at tho Anpaburg-Hochfold Baltic
Comp, roguestod tho Ammy to imvostligate the actlion. . .

Squadrillo said 'IPs are boginning to rogard UNERA as politieal ergmization,
rathor than an intornational roliof organisation.”
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In the 1ight of available evidence, 1t could hardly be denied, tos, that the UMREA
Administration has attempted to izduce repatriation by discontinuing educational,
recreational and other cultural actlvilles ia the IP comps, by withdrawing school e-
quiphent from use, énd by transfercing cempe even in tho dead of winter ond, more
froquently than not, to inferior altes. WetT has been imvolved cannot by any
stretch of the imagination be put down as & series of unrelated and accldental o-
ases; on the contrary, 1t must bo &scribed to a conecious progrom to induce the
refugeos to return by dlacomflorilag thom physically and morally, aad by utterly &u
priving them of &ny hops for cn eoternative eolutlon.

In support of this assertion, we quote from one of meny documents - & latter to a
Polish School Director, signed by C, W. Hilts, Director of UNHRA Toam 120;

"Septenber 26, 1946

¥In line with the total emphasis on repatriation, word has been received from
Central Headquarters in Gormamy, to the effect, that as of Octobor lat, all Polish
schools, vocational courses, work shops, handicrafts, etc., shall be discontimied.

This order epplies to the thres pccupation zones, ead we have no altornative
but to carry cut this instruction.

Will you kindly cooperate in this as in othar matterai?

The tremafer from ono cémp to mnother mey soem like & small thing to people who are
rooted in thelr homelands and thelr homee, btot in reality it was probably tho great-
est pingle factor contributing to the bresking down of resistance to repatriation.
The inmman manneér in which these transfers are sometimoes accomplished are amply
documanted by the refugees themselves, and by UNRRA'e offieclal records. TWe list
here only two cases of tho meny: (1) on Jan 10, 1947, persommel of the Marnmu camp
at Augsberg were transferred in 20 degress of frost, after thelir resistance had
been broken by smtting off heat and electricity and wlthdrawing food rations for
a poriod of 3 days. (2) In November 1946, the Yugoslav coleny at Munich-Freimann
wag transferred to a disused 55 barracks at Bad Albling, despite the warnings of

& refugoo committoe, headed by a competent doctor, that tho conditlons at Bad Alb-
ling woro so unsénitary and facilitios se completely lacking that any trensfer was
bound to result in catastrophe. Within 3 weeks after the transfor, 25 of the 80
children who came to Bad Aibling woro buried in little graves ocutslde the barbad
wire, and beside theso little graves woro many largor graves. Wo append for your
information & statoment by Dr. Milan Shijachkl, Prosident of the Yugoslov community
&%t Monich-Freimann, doaling with tho ovents doseribod abeve. We loave it to you to
dacide shother or not transfors under such condltions “comstitute "prossuros".

The succoss of tho first repatriation drivo initiated let OQctober and emding 3lat
Decamber 1946, during which approximately 51,000 Polish DPs agroed to refurn to
tholr homeland, has boen tha subject of a vory frank spalysis in the monthly re-
port of the Military Govormmont, U.5. Zone, for Fob 1947 (No. 19). We quote:

"jin evaluation of this drive indicates that tho 60 day-ration offor was not
the primary inducoment, but rather that docisions to roturn wore more dlroct-
1y rolated to nows from Poland, porsuasive propAganda, and mags peaychology.
The mandatory uprooting of meny groups, necessitated by tho consolidation of
centers, also induced ropatriation.”
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It is not an casy thing for a poasant to go into exile from his homeland, to shut
himself off from the carth he tilled, from the friends he knew, from tho fomily
he loved. If the pecple who remain in the Displaced Persons camps have refusod
all the inducements and resisted all the pressuras to which they have becn sub-
jected, (to do so required nothing short of an heroic constitution) then it can
be only because they are somewhat less prepared to make their peace with communism
than woro some of the UNHRA administrators who have been urging ropatriation on
them. For such people the real solution is not repatriation but rosottlemont.

In closing, we congratulate UNERA on its massive accomplishmont in repatriating so
many millions who desired repatriation. Our quarrel has boen with its attitude
towgrds the displaced persons who rofuse repatriation.
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