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Berlin , !.:arch 3 , 1936 . 

Personal end ~onfidentiel . 

I am encl osing a letter to you written 
a day or two ago about a Consular r.Jatter here , and 
a lso a letter to the President which l wish you 
would send to him if you think he has time to look 
it over . Since writing these letters some additional 
end rather serious infor n:at i on has con1e to our 
knowl edge . 'l'he German newspaper r eports say that the 
League i s trying to force l~ussolini to terms , and 
that if he refuses to negotia te , the oil sanctions 
will be applied . I would not have taken this quite 
seriously if I had not l earned this morning confi
dentially from Col ogne and Ha mburg that the Standard 
Oil end Sinclair Oil companies are withholding ship
n,ents to Germany and that the control of the gr eet 
refinery at fran:bu r g has been turned over to an t:ng
l ish firm. Information also comes f r om the same 
sources that Humania stops her shi pments of oil to 
Germany . '!'he reasom they a ll give i s that Germany 
does not pay in for ei gn exchange . The l."rench consul
a t e in Col ogne made it quite clear to our ~onsul 
ther e that the l."rencb vovermnent is inte r ested . 1 
have no chance this roornln,:: to verify this news 
from other sources . In fact , each of the men who 
wro t e us ins isted that it was exceedingly confiden
tial. As I wrote you before , the Sinclair and Stand
ard companies have been prgparing f r eat 3torage plants 
during last autumn . This news seems to me to indi
co.te that England , F'rence and Rumania e r e be&inning 
actually to cooperate , end the rea son they apply this 
rule in Germany i s that other oils were s upposed to 
be shi pped to Italy from Hamburg , either by sea or 
trannported through SVJitzerland . I mer ely mention 
these r eports , not quite sure of their motivation . 

Another curious lni'orn.:.-t ion which came to 
us yesterday i s that Fritz Thyssen t old our Consul 
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in Coloc;ne on the night of J:i'ebruary 28 two things : 
First , that he had c ontributed huGe sums to enable 
Hitler to win his dictatorship , and second , that 
t he Hitler r eci n:e i s very unsatisfactory to hi an 
i n two ways : (a ) t1alt r e a-ting the frotes-t ants e.nd 
Calvinists shamefully , and (b) that i ts radical 
wine is beconin~ a L"'!oSt Collll:lunist i c . He actually 
::add tha t the time is approac i nr.; for another " June 
30 . " This ~ight not appear very i mportant , exce pt 
f or the fact that he said he had had a l onG conf er 
ence with Hi t ler a day or two before , and we know 
that Hitler &nd 0\:lrinc had long conf er ences v1ith him 
and the Y.rupps about June 26 or 27, 1934 . ·:/hile I 
do not now bel ieve t hat such e. violent pr ocedur e is 
coming soon , this conversati on does seem to me to 
i ndi cate the likelihood of trouble . I bel i eve the 
cause of thi s f eeling is the fact that the economic 
life i s so difficul t t o manage and that the treatment 
of r eligious peopl e has become s o drastic that laree 
numbers of peop l e in all sections are serious ly 
troubled . or course all of us know that in our time 
when absol ut e control of press , telephone , telegraph , 
fi lm a nd letter-writing are all under a dictator , 
anythinG like popular r e s i s tanc e i s nearly i mpossibl e . 
I am g iving you the s t at ement because in case a war 
should break and gener a l publ ic feeling is truly 
repreoented by the news we ge t , t her e mi gh t be 
s erious di~fic ulty . 

Since r e ly your s , 

co 4T'r d.;. .J. 7./. ().J.)..IC ~ r 
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