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HERBERT H . LEHMAN 

A I..8AN'I"•NCW VORl( 

Honorable Henry J.lorgenthau, :rr. 
Treaaury De;artment 
Ot:tioe ot the secretary 
tleebington, D, 0 , 

Dear Henry: 

Apri l 16 , 1940 

Will you please meet witb mo and a number ot other 

ooammity l eaders on Wednesday, Y'l)' 8th, at 8;30 P . lol., at lilY 

bome , 820 Pa_lic A•enue. 

Latest development• in the war abroad plaoe a 
oom:_pelling mandate on us, ldlo lhe in peeoe , demanding the 

rallying ot ell our torcea and all our energies to do ell that 

i s humanly possible tor the war sutterera and retllgeea over­

seas. In addition, rstugee immigration to the United States 

const1 tutas a probl,.. on our doorstep , ldlich we a re pledt!ac! to 

eolve "within tbe temil)'" , and on ..mtcb ""auat tallow through, 

Fortunately, as a group and as individual ci tizene , 

we have built \Ill a rlab tradition tor meeting and sunoounting 

difficult """""1ne1 probl-. I t h s tradition ..mtch I teal 

sure will help arouse tba t type or extraordinary oOlllliUII.i ty de­

votion required ot each ot us at this moment. 

I aoneider it ext.-ly important tbet you attend 

the conreronos at lilY home , ldlich I e.m calling, or course , in the 

capacity or a private citizen. 

As you lcnow , l.lr. !dward 11. U. l'lerburg baa eboul.der­

ed the onomous responsibility devolving on tbe chaJ.:rmanehlp or 

the New York campaign of the UD1 t ed Jewish Appeal, Now 1t is 

our duty to come forward to do all we can to aeaiat him, and to 

assume 1dlstsver .........ure ot individual responsibility 1a required 

ot us in this emergency. 

Plense wr1 te me at l William Street, New York 01 ty , 

telling me tbet you will Join us at C1f ho""' on 1.:8)' 8th, 

hbl/aw 
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own cities would respond i n a simi lar fashion to the 
unprecedented campaign of the United J ewish Appea l for 
RefUgees and Overseas Needs . 

I wi sh that 1 had the time t o wr ite you tully 
about t his meeting but Rabbi Jonah B. Wise has t old me 
t bat he will wri te to you i n greater detail. It hae 
been a source of deep encouragement to witness the un­
animity of response made by men and women of influence 
in America to the challenge that faces everyone of us 
today, not alone as Jews but as Americans , anxious to 
preserve freedom and democracy for the world by resist­
ing the encroachments that are n.arrowlng the life of our 
people abroad. 

With beat wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours , 



I 

ll:r. llllorr Worgen~hau , :rr ., 
Treasury Depert::aent , 
Wasbi~oo, D. c. 

Dear Friend! 

RAD81 ] ONA II B. WISE 

JS a.6111P ,T, • ()1,. !)1wi. :JV. !Y-

April 7, 1939 

Tbe moeting called by Governor Leb.!DaD to consider the problems ot the Jews 1n the 

present cr1~1s wss held on April 2nd, The response to the meeting was so great that 

we could not bold it at the Governor's home and it wa~ , therefore , held at the 

Harmonie Club. !he out-ot-towo man represented the very boat leadership in the 

whole country, I am profoundly sorry that you could not have been amongst them 

because I know i t would have shown you how completel y the American Jewieh community 

ia dedicated t o ~he quick end complete raising ot t~ $20,000, 000 goal of the Unitod 

Jewieh Appeal t or Refugees end Oversees Needs , 

I cannot adequately describe the meeting tor you but I can aay t his , that trom the 

moment that Sol Stroock led us i n one of t he most beeuti~~l prayers ot conseoration 

1 have ever heard and the Governor of the State of Now York erose and presented the 

case of our persecuted brethren to the time when we adjourned at dark, there wss e 

spirit of eegorncaa to help which wea simply o•er-powerins. 

Tbe people tram New York who were pro$8nt aponteneouely made their contributions, 

It wee the largest end finest gathering of New Yor k Jews which I have ever seen, 

L!r, David Podell , llr. Henry Ittleson and Mr, hlbert D, Lasker stated t he cas e in 

~be briefes t terme after wbiob llr, l!dward 11. '• Werburg asked t or contributions. 

Within fo~y-tive minu~eo, more ~baa ta ,OOO, OOO wss subscr ibed by two hundred people 

who alao demanded the~ the l eaders of ~he e~raign canvass Greater New York un t il 

it bed achieved the local goal of 810,000, 000 or more. The gifts announced a~ the 

meeting were all tor the United Jewish Appeal ainee t here Ia no Welfare Pund 1D 

New York City. 

The feeling erpreuad wee that ~here is no standard ot gi dog in the peat which 

applies to the present end that all men end womeo must give ot their substance end 

not ot tbelr superfluity in order that we au during this year help the vietiOIS ot 

Nazi persecution end propaganda, 

We strictly retuaed to publish ~be tecta ot thia maetlng in tbe press but Governor 

Lehman bas given me permission to aeod you f or your confidential information a copy 

ot hie statement i n which I believe you will be interested, I feel that you will 

also went to bsve e copy ot t be prayer in which llr. Stroock led u, , I am sending 

you t bia l etter, wi th t he enclosures , tor your private use and f or you at your 

discretion to CCGIIIUilicete to your fri ends end to urge on them to t reble their ettorta 



1n tho o•uae eo t~t e•ery community m&1 be accounted t or and ao ~1ty tall 

below the o.ceiM.I')' UIO\Wt to IDQe up hi quote. tor tM aHainsne.a.~ of the ttQ, OOO, OOO 

-'· 
lD ClOt:lGI ltt n 1&7 that I ba'te ceYOr bMD .0 dMp\J eo'ted. U I -.a by tt. GoYer­

nor Leba'IN ceeunc &n4 I am oal.J eorry t.ba\ you could aot he t M,. to eee tte ettec1 

tn4 \0 &6t ltl 1DIP1rt.UO.llo 

11tb ~11 • 1ahea fo r t he P&aao•er, t .. 
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AllDIW!B Ol GOVIII!IrOR III!UI!RT 8. LIBIIAII 
A! IIIIRGI!ICY QQUIRDCI Ol T8l 

UnTJD TI'IISR APPEAL AT T8l IWIIIOnJ CLoll, 
IR YOU Cl!Y, APRIL £ , 19&9 

I am gratetul tb&t eo IUil;f "*' and women bave eet uido thh 4AT to Join 
w1tb ue 1n the cone1derotion of tho ver,v gre.ve end important probl•=• tb&t oon­
front uo. I t banlt you tor your interest and tor your &ttendenoe. We art gath­
ered here toda7 on What may well prove to bo an h1otorio occae1on, the launoh1D6 
of the united 1ew1eb Appenl tor Refugees and Overeona Beede. I have celled tb1a 
meeting gladl7 becauee 1 have conceived it t o be a dut7 and at t he aame t1me a 
privUege to take rq part 1n thla great effort and to invl te 7our generoua 
ool.l&bore.tion. 

It was a aouroe of e1noere regret th&t 1t dld not provo poae1ble to wel­
oocne JOU a t rq bocce ae I b&d planned. Tbe r .. ponee to tho call, eapeo1all7 on 
tho part of national loaderehlp, went ao tar bt7ond aQ1th1ng I dnred to antioi­
p&te, that =7 home turned out to be complotel7 inadequate for a gathering of 
tb1o oizo. K7 regret, however , must be tempered by a aenae of deep gratitlce.­
tion ovor the wholebonrted readineee of bue1 =•n and women to leave everythiD6 
and oome together in tbie hour of oriaie. Thea• aro dark days, indeed -- one 
01111 eearoh in vain in ont • e own personal 11ft or ono• a memoey for any parallel 
-- but we can talte genuine roaaaurance troco the fact that man and women are not 
onlJ wil.ling to meet and to take oounael toget her -- and to talk and to be talk­
ed at -- but are wUling to do 110re. Tbe7 are willing to a:eet together to IIQl., 

wlll1ng to coeo together pnopared to asa1l!llo reoponaib1l1t1es 1n termo of loador­
ahlp and 1n tema of tbeir own 1ndlv1duel generooUy. 

The united 1owiob Appeal proposes to raloe tbie year at leaat $20,009,009. 
to be allotted to and adm1nietored by throe organisations of great &tanding and 
reopona ib1lit7: l'irot , tho Joint D1atr1hut1on Comnittoo, wi th wbioh I have been 
moro 1nt1mately idontitiod perhaps then with &nf othor Jewish bOdfl t ho United 
Paloatino Appeal , wb1oh oollooto fUnds tor the enlarged J swish Agenoy ot wbioh 
I wae for eome 7earo a member; and the Bat1onel Coordinating Co==ittee Jund, 
Ino., whlob delle on a nationwide aeele with tho oena1tivo problems of adJuet­
...,nt and rehabUi tat ion of tho nn 1Jim1granto 1n th1a oount17. 

Tbe meeting tbie afternoon 'Wll.l fell into throe oeotlono: l'irlt, •• 
will have & broad and detai led presentation ot tho refUgee problema that t&ee 
ue todaf, and what prngrema are propoeed b7 tho part 1oip&t1ng agenoieo in tho 
United 1ewiah Appeal to meet thoeo needs ; second, following this presentation 
the leaders preeent here wil l be aeked to give individual e~roesion ot t heir 
desires t o be holptul in a material way in tbia situation; tblrd, following tho 
fund-raising part of t ho mootiD6, there will be an opportunity in the ovon1ng 
aooe1on for 41ocuaaion ot the epecif1c porta ot the problema involved in tho 
refUgee situation with e~erte 1n tho varloue fielda, eome of whom have Juot 
ro turned tro= Burope. 



Wo are mot to~ at a time when world affairs are in a more cri tical 
otate tha.'l at &.no' time within our memor7. European civilization ia testering 
on the brink of a conflagration whoso possibilities of deetruotion of all the 
things we bold dear, are infinitel)' grave. We are mot here as Americans, grate­
i'ul for tho blessings of freedom and opportunit7 in the land wo serve and lovs, 
and at tho onme t~a ao Jewo whose hearto are wrung with oompnee1on f or our euf· 
faring oo-rsligionisto in other countries 88 well as for all other victims of 
opprseuion. 

Tho gsneroua tradition of our eount<7 to lend aid even in distant lands, 
and the baeio J'ewish spiritual principls, which is at the s&ms time tho founda­
tion of all religion, to provide for the destitute and the unfortunate, are 
blended harmoniousl7 in this Bftort to~. Time and again our government bas 
indicated its concern over the tate of down-trodden, persecuted peoplea. !Tom 
tbeos shores generous grants have been sent abroad, Whether to tho victime ot 
natural disaster or of man-made sufferings. Conscious of our responsi bility to 
live up to our civic, philanthropic and communal obligations in this countr)t , 
v;e need have no reluctance, no fear, to givs additional aid to our co-religion­
ists , and to other victims of racial batrods and brutal, unworth7 attack. 

Within tho borders of our country we have nurtured neither hatreds nor 
exclusions . As a tree people we may well obare soma of tho blessings of that 
freedom with those lees fortunate. 

I bavo spoken of tho American ideal of mercy and generosity to tho op­
proseed. Bow opl endidly do the t hr ee agencies in this United Jewish Appeal 
exemplify these noble ideals of extending hope to the hopeless, help to the 
helpless, and shelter and refuge tor those who are driven trom their anceotrel 
homea. 

It ie a tribute to tbe intelligent and statesmanlike qual itiee of the 
officers of the Joint Dietribution Comm1ttoG, tho Unit ed Palestine Appeal and 
the I;ational Coordinating Committee Fund, Inc., that they have reached the sig­
nificant agreement of 1939, whereby they pool their strength &.'ld fund-raising 
possibilitiee, unif7 their efforts and give to the communities of the United 
States an inspiring example of barmoniouo and COOPerative effort. 

While a part of the proposed $20,000,000. fund, by agroemont &meng t hese 
agencies, haa been ear-marked ~or the requirements of the earlY part of the 
year, the great bulk of thie fund will be eubJ oct to oarei'ul and prudent allot­
ment by five distinguished Americans, who have close at heart the neede of tho 
refugees and ot tho overseas organizationo: Mr. Albert D. Lasker, Ur. He0<7 
Ittleoon, Rabbi Solomon Goldman, Rabbi Abba Hlllel Silver, with a fifth man to 
be selected by these tour. Provioion will thua be made against the uncertain­
ties of the future oo that appropriation• can be made in that field of need, and 
for those obligations, among the refugees and ovoroeas, that loom up as moet 
emergent and most neceasaey during the couroo of tbo year. 

The J'oint Distribution Committee bae eiaoe 1914 carried on tho maJor and 
difficult taok of bringing oonstruotive assistance and emergency relief to hun­
dreds of tbouoands of opproeeod peoplea 1a Baotorn end Central Europe. It bas 
built up notable and eplondid projects of rehabilitation in many porto ot the 
world. It baa met avoey catastrophe with aympathetic underotanding and with 
eftioient intelligence. It hao promoted and ot1mulated wide-range activities 1a 
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econ01111o service, in ore41 t aid , in child care, in trado training, in me41ea.l 
and health work. It baa never given up ito eol1oitnde :tor thoae great maaaeo o:t 
Jews in Poland, Roumania and other countries who reqUire aid in tho lands in 
which tboy live. In addition, it hae taken on the new and staggering burdens 
of helping tho deeperataly oppressed Jewo ot Germany, Auetria and other coun­
tries within the widening !lad orbit o:t intolorsneo, to train and prepare them­
aelves tor emigration. The Joint Distribution Cc11111itteo baa cooperated with 
Catholic and Protestant Committees; it works closely with the Quakers , with the 
High Commissioner tor Rotugoeo, with the Intergovernmental Refugee Committee. 
It io in daily touch with important Jewieb and non-Jewieb bodiee. Ite pains­
taking , care tal , thorough and comprebonoi ve program and tbo variety o:t ito ear­
vice cover a greater range and extent of terri tocy and of individuals than ie 
recorded by any other philanthropic body of modern timee. I may eay, with the 
knowledge of twenty-tour yoara of close association with ite work , tbat it em­
bodiea tho highest idoaliam, tbo moat thorough and bueineeelike efficiency ot 
opsrntion, the bigbeot etandar do ot r esponsibility and trnateeahip . 

Tho United Palestine Appeal boopeako support of tho far-reaching pro­
grams of the Jewish Agency for Paleotine. I am intensely interested 1n helping 
Palestine to be bUilt up as a spiritual center, as a place of asylum for the 
homeless and tbo retugoeo, ae a homeland tor those who so desire . The peoplo of 
Palsstino, with restraint and dignity, have consistently proven themselves of 
the hardiest stock of pioneers . Thoy have overcome one obstacle after another. 
They bavo bunt up the Holy Land for the bsns:l'it of all ita inhabitants , Cbria­
tian and Uoslem, as well as Jew. They have shown themselves worthy, animated 
by the keenest desire to bUild up a self-supporting, oolt- dopendent life . They 
have token to their hoarte thousand& of baplese refUgees from Germany and emi­
grants from other countries . The 450,000 Jews in Palestine deserve our cordial 
aupport in their problema. Already a land that bas released the energies of 
thousands and tboU£ando of ox1loa into usetnl and ennobling channels , it is our 
fervent bops that Palestine may be enabled to open its dooro wider to the hope­
lese victims of European intolerance. 

Tho National Coordinating Committee Fund, Inc . , 1& a relative newcomer 
in t heee far-flung bumanitnr1an and conetru~~ivo act ivities. It has grown ae 
the problem ot the refUgees bas grown. With rare generosity, the President of 
the United Statoe l ast year lot it be ~own that this country, without alteri ng 
its immigration laws in the least degree , would admit the full quota of immi­
grants from Germany , ovor 27 ,000 of them annually . Under tho relontlaoe pres­
aura of t ho terror nod the hatred that orusboe tbam, they oome here and will 
continue t o come so long as the laws of this country permi t , and so long eo we 
deal effectively, tactfUlly and intelligently with these strsngors in our midst. 
As buman material the quality ot those people is high. But tboy rouet be helped 
-- adJueted to their new home, encouraged to contribute effectively to our com­
mon welfare . The question of employment must be resolved in auah a way as not 
to preJudice our American labor. Tho immigrants must not be parmi tted to stay 
in congoatcd groupo in tho large cities on tho Atlantic oosbosrd. They must be 
resettled, trained, educated. Under no oircumetonoes can we permit it to be 
oaid or intimated that any of these to whom this country has thrown open i ta 
portalo are penoion.ero on tho public puroe . Those are the delicate , e"naitive , 
difficult problems tor which the lio.tionnl Coord1nnt1ng Committee needs and do ­
oorvoe substantial support . We sbnll bo Judged by tho rosulta wbiob that com­
mittee can achieve, 
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In mAnT 71are of philanthropic and wolfaro aotivitioo I have not found 

ao ideal "" GlJlalsem of tbree greet ee.uoee Which eupplement each other ao well 

in ovor:r roopoot G8 are embodied in thio united Tewioh Appeal. 

The Aid we extend to the auttorl.ns and tho oppresaed ia evidence tbat 

we are not 1naonaitiva to the be.eio humanit7 eo eorel:r needed 1n this dlatraotad 

world. It ie pe.rt ot our keeping au .. tho worth and vaJ.uo of what we pouou. 

It ia A gesture of sharing Which ooye to tho roet of the world, •taate a little 

ot our good tortuno. Share with ua in a bleosing tbat ie not merol7 of the 

broad but ot the opirit. Take thie aid which we give in token ot a way of life 

b7 which a nation of free men live on the American continent. Do enoour86od and 

have hope in theaa dark doya. Human treodom and morc7 an4 tolerance :ret live on 

American con.• D7 the token of this hand of friondohip o.nd of mercy 11hioh we 

extend, wo ehall not allow that freedom to pariah. Wo shall defend and oher1ah 

it and with Ood'a l1elp we will ahara eome of ita bleeoinga with the millions Who 

hunger tor 1 t aero as tho oea.e. 

While we talk, the need growo greater, the suffering& inoreaoe. The 

united Tew1oh Appeal, with all ita plana and hopoa to achieve, ohallengoe uo, 

our Towioh spiritual heritage, our American tradition of humanit7. It in the 

paat we bave dealt mero1fllll7 and Justl7 bJ thoaa who sought our help, let me 

BUJ tbat th1a un1 ted and higb-vialonod cauae, dealing with auttoring nnd porao­

oution on tho largest acale 1n modern hiator7, oballengoa ua t o render tho ut­

most in service, to g1v6 1n 1nf1nite17 larger moaanre, to pledge ouraelvoa, b:r 

helping our brethren, to live worthily to the high privilege ot being tree men 

and Americana. 



ON APRIL 2, 1939 IN 1!1 lORI CITY 

O.u.LSD lll GOVBRBOR Hl!:RBJ:R'l' H. LEIIIWr. 

Frlenelo, we meet t odaJ to conaeorato ourselves &gain to the cauu ot our 
at!1ioted brothers and it h~a boon doomed meet and proper that betore entering 
upon our deliberations, we ehoulel pause tor a moment to aek for divine guidanoe 
in our task. In all of our literature, thoro io no more poignant or Clramatio 
epieoele than the etocy ot Joseph mald.ng h1maelt mown unto hie brothere. Coming 
tram a land devastated and desolate with famine and peat1lence, these brother• 
oame Clown int o tho land of plenty, to Egypt, 1n asaroh of food for their aut-
taring peoplee. 

They were brought before the groat Prime Kin1eter, Jooeph. They did not 
recognize him. '1'h1a gr eat man had so grown o.nd changed since hie ;youth that 
even hie """' brother• mn him not. But he knOll them. Humbly and suppliantl;y 
tbe;y aoked tor food. They fe3roel that the;y would be turned away, but J oeepb 
lifted them tram their knees and excleimed , • I am Joseph, thy brother, rund tbe 
Lord baa eent me before thee to ehow thee the "01· • 

l.l;y Clear friends, that high pr1v1lege that wao accorded to Joseph in tboBB 
Cla;ys ot oldie ours toda;y. Blessed beyond all poosible bopos , we in this great 
countr,r have enJoyed the blessings which c~ rather , our Heavenly Father , vouch-
eafed to us through our fe.thera whom he brought forth from the turmoil end the 
oppreee1on of Cantral Europe not oo vecy long ego. 

'loda;y we are privileged as was Joseph ot old, to eervo our brothore , and 
1n tho oame spirit end alllloot 1n the oeme warda we oa;y to those who oomo as well 
es to those 'libo are forced to remin, •llo aro Joseph , tby brothot· , and the Lord 
has eent us before thee to ehow thoe tbe "01· • 

Let ua , then, rise , and with bowed hondo devote ouraelvoa for a moment 
to a1lent ~~er tor guidance from our Heavenly Father in . e;l1! } t no,. 
cannot fail; •• d~~ tail; we mnat not tall! 

our del1bere.t1ona . We 



HERBERT H . LEHMA N 

A .. 8ANY · H£.W YOftK 

Honorable Henry Morgenthau, Jr., 
Troosury Department , 
'llaahington, D. C. 

Dear Henry 

February 10, 1939 

I em very anxious to have you join me on sunday, 
March oth , at 3:00 o•eloek in the afternoon, a t my 
home, 820 Park Avenue, New York City. Since the 
recent happen1.ngs in Europe , t here ere matters of 
great importance which we have before ue. I ehould 
like the opportunity of discussing these with you 
and a few other leaders ot the country as a whole, 
at a private meeting. In this emergency your coun­
sel wil l be ot great help. 

Will you please advise my secretary, Niss carolin A. 
Flexner, at 1 William Street , New York City , whether 
I may count on your presence. 

Looking forward to the pleasure of s"eing you, I 
remain 
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