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Renry lforgenthau .laq., 
Fara Credit ~niatration, 

Old South Railway Building, 
Waahington, D. c . 

Dear Henry: -

Al.bauy' II. y •' 
Oc~ber 5, 19~. 

!bere waa a aix-up about the letter which I 

wrote to the Preatdent arter our interne• in the State 

Department . In order to clear up the 1111aunderstand1ng I 

wrote a letter, or which I enclose a copy tor your informa-

tion, to Secretary Hull and arranged w1 th Mr ,1:;-n;;!'&tat 
it ehould be handed to bta direct. I do not see that 

anything t'llrther can be done in the matter. I aa nry 

anxious that our discussion with the President eh~d bear 

rrutt, but I th1Dic no t'llrther euggeeUon no• would be proper. 



~ dear Mr. Secretary, 

I reoelYed yeater4ay t hr ough vr . Cumalng 
your mea .. ge that t he Preeldent had tranemltt ed to you 
~ letter t o hl• or September twenty-tirat, and t hat 
aooordlngly you had arranged a conterenoe at t he 
State Department on October fourth . Tour meeaase 
waa tYldent l y due t o a mlaunderatanding or my letter 
t o the Preeldent. Arter the aympathetlc and exhauatiYI 
diaouealon at our oonterence on Septamber twentieth , I 
certainly would not aak a new conttrtnct whi ch coul d 
not poeeibl y aaelet you and •t•• Ptrklne in t he 
conalderat l on or tha mat ter• preatnted. I reel t hat 
ln order t o. olear up thla mlaunderatanding I ahoul d 
atat e to you quite f ul l y the clrcumatancea whi ch 
oauaed me t o writa t o the Prealdent . 

On September t welfth I had tea with 
the Preaident . I Ylaited hi m aa a t riend and not aa 
t he repreaentatiYa or any aroup, but I t ol d h im or 
•Y 4iamay and sriet at the a1tuation in Oer.any and 
d1acuaaed with hla the Yarioua aattera we preeanted 
t o you at t he conference on Septeaber twentieth . 
I lntormed the Preaident t hat Prealdent HooYer•a 
ao-called •exe cutlYe order• or 19$0 and certain 
a4ainiatratiYI and interpretlYI reaulatl ona praaented 
obataclta t o a liberal and humane application ot t he 
Iam1grat1on Law, and t hat in Ylew ot thl ·~~athetl o 
intereat whi ch bot h you and Wlaa Perklna bad expreaaed , 
I bel leYed t hat a conference between the two Depart~nta 
ln whi ch t hoae or ue who had alraady been in correapondenoe 
wl t h the Depar tment• and had atudled the pr oblem a ight 
be permitted t o part icipate, would reault in clearing 
away all dlf t icul tite. Aa I aaid t o y ou at the oonterenoe, 
i t would be preaumpt uoua on my part i t I were to t ay 
anyth ing 1 1 1 1 about my priYate talk with the Preaident . 
On the fol l owing day Pr oteaaor Frankfurt er Yi ai t ed the 
Pree ident . Hie Yiait had no connecti on with mine . I 
had not informed Pr oteaeor Frankfurter or my i nte nded 



The Honorable Cordell Hull •I• 

fr1an417 •tal\, nor dld I know a\ the \1•• \hat 
Protaaaor Franldw-tar na aapeoh4 \he nan 4q. 
Attar hla •tal\, Pr o!eaaor Frankfurter telephoned 
t o me t hat \he Praa14ant had t old h1• of my •talt 
and had aald \hat attar further oonaldaratlon, he 
would llke t o ha•• Juatloa cardoao and Jud&a Mack 
Joln •• at a conference at the ~lta Houae between 
hlmaal! and the haada of \ba State an4 Labor 
Department•. I underatood that cur na••a ware 
auas eatad by the Praaldent, not aa rapreaantatl••• 
ot any aro~p, but aa paraonal !r1an4e who ha knew 
had st••n thouaht t o the a1tuat1on . I tn!or~ed 
Pro!aaeor Frankfurter that greatly a a I ahould 
appraolata ~h• opportunity t o partlclpata tn euch 
a conference, the auaa•atton wae not entlral7 ln 
accordance ,.ith ~y own con•eraatlon with t.be 
Praaldant, and \bat upon thaPraeldant'• return fro• 
h1a weak-and trlp I ahould co~~unlcate wl\h h 1m to 
find out hla exact wlah••· &afore I could do ao 
I ractlYe4 your .. aaaa• \hat a oontarenca had bean 
called a\ \he Praa1dan\ 1a auaaaatlon at the Stat e 
Dapart 111ent on Saph• ber twentieth. 

At \bat oOft!aranca, you wlll doubtleaa 
re .. ~ber, lt waa aald that the broad queat1ona of 
pollc7 would probabl7 be 41aouaaad wl\h the Praaldant. 
In anawar t o our IY&aaatlon tb&\ a a\ata»an\ fro• t he 
O~arn.ant ahowlq tta recocnlU on ot the \recto 
ooa41t1ona ln Ger~nJ would be o! l naa\l .. bla •alue 
ln m&nJ dlreotlona, Vr . Phllllpa atatad , t o ~ aatlafaotlon, 
t hat thla .. t.ar waa under oonaldaratlon, and that ha 
hoped that auoh a ata\amant would aeon be f orthco•lna. 
Slnca I waa, o! couraa, not authorlaed t o repeat 
all)'tbt.na eald by t.be Prealdant at our talk 1n reaard 
to t h1 a or othar aattera, I aaau.e, and atlll aaau' '• 
t hat t.be Praeldant wlll oon••Y hla •lewa t o 1011 dlractly, 
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and t.hat probably llben ho ·~ .. teeS that ... Juat.loo 
car<Soao, Jladc• aok en4 I eboulcS attend a oontorenoo 
at tbo Wblt.o Houee, be had la •ln4 a cSloouaalon ot 
ouob aeneral q1Mot.lona of polloJ. 

•aawbllo Protoaoor Frank!urt.or hoeS 1ntor 1M4 
• that ho b&cS alr .. q hl..,..pbo4 t o \be Pr .. lcSont., 
\hat blo aqaaot.lOD ba4 boen oonYoJacS to .. an4hat 
I would, 4011bt.looa, lato,.. the Proo14ant. 4lroot.1J that 
•• w01114 boleS ow-Hlwo la rM4lnooo to oa.. t o tho Whlt.e 
Houao l or 11110h a ooaforenoo wb-~or bo 4oalrocS • 
... .ruat.loa carcSoao t.olcS .. t.Jw.t. be ... road¥ t o ao 
to tho Whlto Hoaao wbeneYOr tha Pr .. lcSoat. tbolllbt. that 
hlo proHaoo wou14 be balpful. Thooo aro tho olrowoat.anooa 
that oauHcS 110 t o • rlt.o rq letter of Sopt.•bor t.woater •tlrot. 
t.o t.ho Proal4ont.. 

I t.rut. t.bat. J ou wlll parcSan t.~eaat.b or 
t.blo oxplaaat.lon. I 4o want t.o ..Xo lt. oloar t o JO\l, 
•~on at t.ho rlak of uanooooa&rJ ropot.lt.lon, t.b&t. our 
4lao\laoloa ot lopto•ber t.woatlot.b woo ~•r.r aratliJlnc, 
an4 that. I & !II contldont. t.hat. J OG and 111oo Porltlna, wl t.h 
Jour .. aoolat.oo, wlll tlncS t.bo rlaht. aolut.lon of tho 
pr obloi!IO prooent.o4 . cort.alnlJ nolt.bor or. Juot.loo car cSoao 
nor I woulcS bo wllllna t o bo P"t. ln tho olt.uat.lon of 
OOOIIlftC t.o \1M h lO lVO&t olllOO t.o lnfi1Mft00 J Our 
oonalcSorat.lon of tho •tt•ra proaont.ocS . cort.alnly I 
noocS not toll y ou that I eball bo wry aloeS t o Joln ln 
·~ further oonforonoo whloh ln tho oplnlon of tho 
ProalcSont or y ouroolt or ' !loa Porklna •laht bo helpful 
but. I ahoulcS bo f oollahly l mpott.unat.o lt I auaaoatocS now 
a ropot.lt1on or our oonforonoo of lopt.o~bor t.wont.lot.b, 
an4 I tblnk that l f JOU wlll rM4 aaaln rq lot.t.or t o 
tho ProalcSont., you wlll aaroo wlth 1M that yoVI" ouaaoot.1 on 
or a ooatoroaoo on oot.obor f ourth lo duo t o llll o~lcSont. 
•la..-..rot.&DQina of rq lot.tor. I oaa, of oourM, not 
Yeat.oro w Snt.erprot. tt 7• t.ba ProolcSont •• ... s"o aa 
to a ooatoronoo at the Wblh H..... I aaa- \bat 1lpOD 
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blo ret.11m t.o wa.nt.,.t.on 7 011 wlll "e bl• ln reaard t.o 
\hat.. In t.be Memllllle I oan onl7 aooure :you .. aln of rq 
deep oonfldenoe and reopoot., and t.o repeat. t.h&t. 
lh' • .FIIoUoe C.nl011o , Jllqe llaok and t wlll bold our .. lno 
111 readlnooo t.o .. et. t.bo Prealdent.•o wl8lwo •• t.ran~mlt.t.ed 
\O J Oll · 

1 .. t.akln& t.he ll bert.7 of oendln& Mlao PerltlM 
a oop7 of t.hlo letter . 

Wl t.b renewed expreoalono of my appreclat.l~ and 
reapect. , I & 'II 

Tho Honorable cordell HUll , 
lt.at.e Dapart.~nt., 
Waob lna t.on , D.c. 

8lncerel;y, 

J 
• 
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Dear Henry, 

I R VING L EHMAN 

September 2lat, 19~3 

I a• encloaing copy or a 

letter which I am r orwarding to the Preeident 

throuah Kiee LeHand. 

Thank• again. 

Youre, 

k 
Honorable Henry K0 rgenthau, Jr. , 
Old Southern Railway Building, 
Waehington, D.C. 

. ---



II)' .S.ar 1&. Proal don\, 

roux rr&Jikfvtor 1afor .. d •• after hlo •hl\ 
to you \hat ycna had o&1d t o bl• \hat &!\or fv\hor 
oono1dora\1 on of our oonnroa\lon of krch \he l!ov\en\h 
you would be pleaood lf Juo\loo C&rdoao an4 Judea .a&k 
woulcS J oin •• 1n a oonforonoa a\ tho Whl\o Houoo be\non 
younolf ancS roprooont.a\lno of tho 1\a\o and Labor 
Depar\,..n\o . I fool dooply aratoful f or tho ouaaootlon, 
and I l .. odla\olJ o~loato4 wl\h Juotloo OarcSoao and 
Jude• Maok. wo wlll awal\ Jour ploaouro, oaaer to oo~o 
ln &ft1 way. 

%a tho •oanwhllo, I roool•od notloo rro• 
looro\&rJ HUll \hat a ooatoronoo bad beon oallocS ot tho 
1\&\o Do par\-\ tor J .. \orcS&J' .omllll· I aUon.S.cS \bo 
oontoronoo, aoo011panlod bJ ,_..o Proo111&1aor an4 o'U" laaal 
oaport, Jlr, Xoblor. ..oro\or, .Nial l , tho t1a4ar aoorotar, 
ot 1\a\o, Wl .. Porklno, \bo Co.oloolonor or I .. l&ra\lon 
aacS \bo Chlot of \bo Vloa llw'oau nro pro on\. Tho 
dloouoolon wao ~Fftpa\bo\lo oa4 oxbauotl•o• Tboro are 
ooao &dalnlo\rdln dt\allo whloh auot be worked 011\ bJ 
tho two Depar\•ento, whl ch " wore lar or!McS oolll.d no\ 
llo 4ttlnlhlJ dt\or•lnod unUl wr. carr'• rwt~~n~ . Thoro 
are aloo ooao ~oUoao or pollq 11blob I uadorotand 
w111 probably be cSloeuooecS wl\h you. I •• oonfldont \hat 
tho a .. lnlotratl•o 41ftloultloo wlll now bo oloarod awaJ, 
and that quootlono or polloJ wlll bo ool•od ln aooord&noo 
wlth \ho flnoo\ Aaor1oan \radl\loao of oonoorn for thooo 
doprl•ocS ot tbolr polltloal an4 bu .. n rl&hto. 

way I o\ tblo tl•o oxprooo to JOU ., h&pplnooo 
that 1n you AaarlM baa founcS • aroat loader, ancS ft1 prldo 

\hat you poral\ M \o oall .,oolt JOUr frlencS . I a• 
cSoeply aratoful that you allow •• to Joln ln tbooo 
cShouoolono. I •• ouro that. a\ t.bo oucaoo\ocS oontorenoo 
wlth JOU, a cSoololon oan bo arrl•od at wbloh wll l oor•• 
Aaarloa an4 all hu..nl\7 0 ao woll ao u Jowo. Wo, of 
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oourae, will hold ouraal.aa 1n raa41naaa to oo .. 
whanaYar •• raoa1Ya wor4 !rom you. 

Wltb oor41al axpraaa1ona of ., aftao\1ona\a 
reepaot, I aa 

Slnoarely youra, 

Tba Prea14ant of \he Un1te4 atatea, 
The White Houae, 
Wa~1n&ton, D. C. 
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Dear Henry, 

IRVtNG L e:HMAN 

July 7th,l9~~ 

Four o! the newly-for med Joint Consultative 
Committee , incl uding Or. Wiae and ~eel!, had a long talk 
with Pr oteseor Dodd, the new Ambaaeador to Germany, on 

- ·-

Monday evening. He made an excellent impression upon me. 
Although he talked with due reserve, aa an Ambaeeador ehoul d, 
he showed quite plainly that he ie a stalwart liberal, to 
whom the Nazi policiee are utterly abhorrent, and I amvery 
hopeful that be will be able to carry out the inetructions 
which I understand he hae received from the President, to 
make American opinion felt towards ending this crime againet 
civilization. I thlnk he can be ve ry uaetul in conveying 
t o the President and the state Department hia own views o! 
how American influence can be made effective in that 
direction. I pointed out to h im that although we have reason 
t o believe that or . Schacht may have informed the inner circle 
ot the Nazi leadere how the Preeident !eels, yet the government, 
through i ta complete contr ol o! the newapapers, is undoubtedly 
creating a general ballet in Gerllll!.ny, out aide of ita i.nner 
circle, that the Adminietration la on the whole not unsympathetic 
to the Nazi pr ogram. I t old him that in my opinion it is very 
important that he should for m hie own Judgment on these and 
other matters, and report accordingly t o Waehington. I 
pointed out especially that the members or every m.baaey etarr 
are likely, by their aaaociatione , t o become impressed by the 
views of the ruling claas of the country t o which they are 
accredited, and even infected by the preJudices or that claaa, 
and therefore that it was important that hie report ehould be 
baaed on hie Judgment rather than their e. 

He intimated to me that he shared theae views, although 
perhapa he did not actually say eo . I waa particularly i mpreeeed 
by hie simplicity , willingness t o hear the viewa or others and 
hie evident spirit or liberalism and Americaniem. We diacuaaed 
also s ome other mattere along eimilar linea, but I cameaway with 
the i mpression that he waa a man who needed neither urging n or 
advice t o do the right thing . I felt that I could apeak t o him 
with the same aenae o! certainty that he would understand and 
eympathize aa i! he had been a member or the Co.aittee h imself. 
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I ~uld write t o the President about our talk, 

if I thought that he would be interested . You are at 

liberty, if you see fit, t o communicate t o him what I 

have writte9 t o you. t/ ~ ~./..~-41" ~ 4 k.cv 
/1"X-"~ h ~ c~. ;-. 

Affectionate greetings, 

Honorabl e Henry Mor genthau, Jr., 
Fishkill Farm, 
Hopewell Junction, 
New York . 

Yours, 
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March 20th, 1933 

The Honorable rranklin D. RooaaYalt, 
The White House, 
Waahington, D.C. 

~ dear Mr . PTeaident , 

Though I realize tully that eo aany preee ing and 
Yital pr oblema auat be ached by you within the next taw waeka 
that no one ehould aak you t or an appointaent without Yery 
graYe reaaona, I etill real that I ought to aak you,eYen now~ 
t o grant •• an opportunity to coae to the White Houae with one 
or two or ay aeaociatee on the Aaerican Jewlah co .. i ttee , or 
which I a• Vice-PTealdent , tor the purpoae of explaining to you 
the work or that co .. lttee and eapeolally ita attitude toward 
the preeent eituation in Geraany . I expect t o Yiait 
Juatlce Cardozo in Waehi,ngton on wednaadey , March the 
t wenty-ninth, and to ra .. in there t or a day or two. If you 
could conYaniently arrange t o aee ua any ti•e during tboae 
~wo daya, I &bould be Yary grate~ol, but or courae I bold 
ayaelf in readineaa t o coae at any ti•• whi ch a ight be •ore 
o»nYenlent to you. 

The Alllerican J ewieh Coaalttea ie co•poeed or •en 
froa all parte or the country eelected bacauae or their 
etanding, influence and dieoretion. I bell••• that aoet of 
the •••bere of our ExecutiYe co .. ittee are known to you aa 
••n ot Judgaent and aoderat i on. Both Juatice Cardos o and 
Her bert were •••bara of that C0111111ittee until t hey aaau.ed 
their praaent otticea, whantbey withdraw tro• it with 
reluctance. Dr. Cyrue Adler, who auccaeded the lata 
Louie Marahall aa Prea1dent, ie alae Prea1dent or the J ewieh 
Theol ogical s eminary of Aaerica in New York and or Dropaie 
College in Philadelphia. He ia generally recogniaed ea one 
or our l eading acholara and thinkara . I My aay without 
poaaibility or contradiction that •••ry national Adllliniatra t1on 
i n the paat baa had confidence 1n our eo .. ittee and haa f reely 
oonaulted with i t a •••bera . 

I a• aura that you are deeply concerned about 
the e ituation in Oaraany, and fully ahara our anxietiea. It 
would be both preau.ptuoua and unfair t o urge upon you or 
the State Departaent any particular oouree of action, but I 

• 
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believe that at thia Juncture it might be helpful to the 
Adminiatration t o have available the informati on which 
we are able to collect through correapon~nta in various 
parte or the world, and to d1acuaa with us poaaible 
future action. 

With cordial expresa1on ot .r hi&h eateem, 
I am 

Yours very aincerely, 

vtt/~ ... -
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Dear Henry, 

I haYe Juet receiYed your letter ot January 
twenty- titth which wae f orwarded to me trom AlbanY· Perhaps 
the delay wil l make it imposs ible t or you to aocept the 
suggestion to allow Dr . Roeenbaoh to use your name in 
connection with the dinner to Dr. Glueok. Otherwise I 
could see no object ion to your giYing t he dee i red permission. 

I am personally great ly intereat•d in the UniYereity. I 
think that in such matters you could afford to take the 
same attitude aa Judge Cardozo takes. He has withdrawn 
from all community activities except the Board ot the 
Univeraity, and baa become a member ot the Jewish Welfare 
Board. o r course, in neither capaci~yldoes he take part 
in any campaign tor money-raising, but do , not think that 
a dinner such as is proposed ralls within that restriction. 
You wil l both in the oourae or the next day or two receive 
an inYitation to attend a dinner and meeting ot the Jewish 
Welfare Board at my home on February twenty-fourth. Of 
course I should like to haYe both or you present, but 
equally, o f course, I do not expect either or you , s o 
you need not trouble to send anY explanation of why you 
cannot oome. 1 haYe also aYailed myeelf or the permiesion 
of your father and yourself to elect you members or Temple 
Emanu-El. That will not inYolYe anY pecuniary sacririce, 
as 1 a m arranging with your mother- in- lew to haYe her 
transfer two o f her own seats to you , but to conti~ue 
to pay the tax on those aeata. It you should get a bill, 
pleaae return i~o me and 1 will take care or it. 

1 hate to trouble you during these hectic days 
by anY auggeetion in regard to Jewish matters. It looks to me 
now as if the visa question will soon be adjusted in a highly 
satisfactory manner; ao fer ae 1 can t all now both Depar tments 
concerned are acting in a fine spirit. Thera ia, howeYer , 
onematter ooncerning wbtob I reel that 1 ehould write to you. 
I received information today from a source which I think 
more or lees authoritatiYe that at a r eoent conYereationwith 
Dr. Luther, the Preaident wee informed that American creditors 
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The Honorable Henry Morgenthau, Jr. 

muat receive emaller payment• than creditora in other 
countriee on indebtednees due from German concerne, 
becauee of Germany'• unfavorable trade balance with 
this country, and t hat ae a reeult your Department 
ia issuing ordera which will parmi~ the dumping or 
German goode here. I doubt whethe'l"here ie any 
economic Justification for such procedure,or 
whether 8ermany would not find other exouae for 
failing to pay indebtedneee. or couree, I do not 
expect or deeire to influence your own views in euch 
a matter. Both the President and you will, or couree, 
alwaye act in accordance with what you deem the beet 
intereets of the country, and.you have better aourcea 
or information than anyone else in regard to that. 
Consequently I should accept your deciaion without 
argument; yet I ehould reJoice if the information 
I have receiged proved to be incorrect. Pleaee do 
not trouble to send me information or explanation 
if ~ information ie true; but if not I ehould weloome 
a denial. 

I appreciate very much M&x Turner '• 
appointment in your Department. I ehould have 
written to you earlier about it, but I have been 
extraordinarily buey the laet f ew weeks. He wrote 
me a very enthueiaetic l etter in which he expressed 
great pleaeure at meeting you, and added "He ie one 
of the handaomeet men I ever laid eyee on• . pe suetibue, etc. 

I have no doubt that you are fully aware or 
the change in sentiment in bueineaa cirolee t owarde 
the Administration and eepecially youreelr. Everywhere 
I find that rears are growing lese, criticiem ia 
becoming milder, and ia almost eubmerged in a ohorue 
or approval and real confidenoe for the future. I have 
not heard a word or criticiem either or your tax 
propoeale or or your handling or the monetary eituation. 
I feel that you ehould be conaratulated on what you have 
already aocompliehed, but I must add that from many 
eourcee I have heard that you look tired and that you 



- ~ -

ought t o try t o work leas hard . 

S1aa1e and I expect to l eaTe tor Bermuda next 

Saturday t or a two weeks ' Yacation. I wiah that you had 

the same opportunity . 

I a m 
With affect i onate greetings t o Ellie and y ouraelt, 

The Honorable Henry Morgenthau, Jr . 
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January 18 , l9Z:6 

Dear Henry, 

In answer to your letter of January the 
fifteenth , I would l iKe to give you the follo.ving informa tion 

The German J e·llish Children ' s Aid a t 
245 Fifth Avenue has taken care of the German ehildren t hat 
have been brought over here so far. This is a national 
committee although its headquarters are in New York. 
It has brought over 159 children and t here are in Germany, 
entirely prepar ed t o come over , an additional 91 chil dren. 
The committee is now considering an appeal to raise a 
fund to enable it to bring over t he addi tioual 91 
children . · 

Should this particul ar organization no t 
appeal to you , would you perhaps be interested i n 
contributing to the present drive of t he Joint Di stribution 
Committee which t akes car e of all Je.vs in need throughout 
the 'Norld . They are doing work in Poland, Roumania and 
all other countries where t here is suffering due to 
discrimination, Wld are taking care of German refugees 
in France, Holland and other countries besides giving 
some help to the Jews within Germany . 'l:be drive this 
year for toe Joint Distribution Committee is being 
held separate from the United Palestine Appeal . Last 
year t hese t•'IO drives combined . 

Just for your information, I am sending you 
the letterheads of both these organi zations . I thought 
possibly informati on as to the people active i n them 
might help you in your decision . 

Very 

The Honorable Henry 11orgenthau, Jr . , 
2201 R Street, Northwest, 
Washington , D.C • 

fondly , 

/~/~ 
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