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TELT OF‘ADDRESS DY HEMRY MORGENTHAU, JRs AT TESTIMONIAL
DINNER GIVEN IN HIS HOWOR BY B'HAI B'RITH

A few months ago a wave of harror smept the oivilized worlds Photographs end
moving plotures ware released showing the manner in which Germany treatad slave labor
and Ip.rl-nu‘hd prisonerss Everywhers men gtood amazed, enraged, horrifieds These
are uncomfortable ssntisents to hold, but it is important that wa should remember
tham, for it is important that we should do something promptly about those viotims
of the bestial system which wa have averthromn. The horrors that those plotures made
kmown to the world ponfirmed what we at the War Refuges Board had long imown about
the tragedy of those who wers in Oermany's powers

Many of those smaciated walkling skeletons wha roused our pity ars still in
Gormanys They are the men, women snd children who bore the brunt of Nasi terror and
surviveds For as mush as six years they went through more than the torments of death
for the same cause for which we in this country were fighting.

They are dying by the hundredss Befors midwinter, they will be dying by the
thousands, unless our efforts on their behalf are multiplied mamy timos over. Whilse
we have been onjoying this sxcellent dinner, with nothing more serious in our own
lives to ret sbout than whan we are going to got a mew gar, & 0w rafrigarator, or
a mew pair of myloms, men have been dying of starvation and exposurss I am informed
that this death rate among the displased is so high that betwesn now and this time
tomorrow night, 50 of them will have dieds And the next night, and the mext.

In the sold-blooded language of diplemacy these people today are "displaced
persons,” and are the subject of notes, memoranda, orders and agreements, souched in
the necessarily chilly prose of official documentss

"Iigplased persons” is & pitifully insdequate phrase to deseribe this multitude
of miserys They have witnessed the murdsr of their kingmen and friendse They have
been beaten and starveds They have been driven mercilessly at foroed labors They
have besn penned up amid indesoribeble filth. But it {s hardly necessary to attempt
a desaription of what theee people have guffored. You and I know the story all teo
welle It has been a goad to our consoienoes, and I daresay that most of you have
spent slespless mights worrying over the tragedy of displaced persons, a8 1 kmow I
hove, and me I am sure Franklin Roosevelt did and Fresident Trumen donss

When Garmany collapsed thers were eight million of these displeaced persons in
that country. By dint of really heroulean sfforts, the Allies have repatriated sbout
six million of them. Our pride in that acoomplishment, our relisf in delivering these
millions out of bondage, oannot obsoure the fact that almost two million mors human

beings in Germany alome must lock o the United Nations for 1ife and hopes Further
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- more, thess constitute the most diffioult group mmong all the displeced persons.
They are the ones who are too weak to be moved. They are the ones who heve mo homes
and no sountries to which they oan return. They are the hopelessly lost human desbrie
of wars BSurely, mothing that we oan do to restore these derclicts to mormal 1ife can
be too muoh trouble or too great an expenses This is & work that cannot be translated
into dollars, for who is to say what o man is worth?

It sosms clear to me that this work is one of the prime responsibilities of the
United Nationss We all fought to liberate thess people, and we have a duty to them
and to ourselves: This is mothing less than the re-ssteblishment of the displased
people in the common task of building a decent world.

This would hl- the true spirit of reconstructlion. It 18 the epirit in which
Franklin Roosevelt set his name to the Atlantie Charter and leid the basis for the
United Natione Organization. It rests with us to cerry out tha obligation to make
the Atlantic Charter and the United Natlons Orpanization into an aotive force for
pence and justise, mot just mmother souple of sorape of papers

I have besn profoundly disturbed, as 1 know you have, to realise that our re-
sponsibility has not been disgharged amy too walls The Harrison report, with ite
ovidence that the lot of displaced persons had been 1little improved einsce liberation
from Hazl rule, was a shock, but a wholesoms shook. Fresident Trument promptly for-
warded a ocopy to General Elsenhower with strongly worded ilnetructions to remedy the
situation. The General undertock personal inspeotion tours, and within a few weeks
roported to the President that conditions had been materielly improved. We can hope
that the improvement will continues

But that is mot the emd of the problem. There remains the question of what to
do with thess people beyond the immodiate task of feeding, olothing and shaltering
thems S0 far, the burdea has fallen upen the Army, aided by 300 or 400 UNHREA toams
operating in Germany. Eventually the whole problem of the displaced will have to
be shouldered by UNREA, in Germany as well as elsewhares

In recent weeks we have heard a great deal of oritiolam of UNRRA. No doubt some
of it was justifieds Dut a great deal of 1t was based on a misunderstanding of the
limitations imposed by UNERA's comstitution. It cannot work in such countries as
France and Holland, which pay their own way. It cannot make distribution to indivi-
duals but only to the governments with whioh it has entered into agresmentss

But under the magniflcent leadership of Governor Herbert Lehman, UNRRA has gone
far to overcome the handlcaps of the difficultlies it had to face and the lack of
appropriastionss HNo one could have done meres than Governor Lehman; I know po one

who gould have dono as muchs
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UNRRA has suffered, no doubt, from an imability to get field people of the
highest type snd capaoitys And its avowsd objective ls to cars for omly tem per
sent of the many milllons in need of ite servioess
It is easy to eriticize shortoomings in o task of such magnitude. But it is
plain that our cholos s mot botwesn UNARA and something better. Our choles le bet-
woon UNERA and mothings That was recognised by the responsible lesders of both
partiss in Congress during the debate on granting UNERA tha rest of our firet install-
ment on our commitment to the organizetions
i It is almost unbolievable that the balance still due on our firet installment ia
$50, o o)
It was solemnly pledged by our goveroment in mn Aot of Congross passed
Con Tl delind
more than & yeer and o half ago == on Maroh 28, 1944« The total United Bt.ltu‘--r the
samo o8 that of every other country = was 1 per cent of the national income. After
s year and a half, the balance of that appropristion has still to pass ths Semate.
The oommitment has been fulfillsd by the House of Representatives, although tardily,
somewhat grudgingly, and with imperfect understanding of what it was doings In fixing
conditions under whish the American share of the funds must be spont, the House has
falled to grasp the fast that it was not approprinting for an agenay of tha United
Btmtes Government, but for nn organizaticn set up by 44 soversign sountrisss UNARA
represents one of the first efforts of tha United Hatioms to carry out a oommon peace=
time task. For one natlon's legislature to attempt to govern it even in the most
laudsble of aime is to disavow the principle of intarnational cooperations
I sincersly hope that the Senate will proaptly rocognize the responsibility of
Ameriss to take the lesd in genuipe collsboration if the nations of the world are to
work together ae partnerss
I am sure that all of us here tonight are disturbed and uneaey over the lag in
meeting our commitments. The need 18 s0 urgent, the case of millions of humon beings
oo desperate, that 1t comes as & painful shook to learn that while our own Congress
debates an appropriation pledgsd s your end a half ago, other matlons have approprinted
their ghare of UNHRA's expenses for next years Instend of being the straggler in the
parade, we ought to be up front, leading 1ts
The fate of the displaced persons in Gersany and all the rest of Eurcpas, or ot
least thoss seotlions of Burope where UNRRA can operate, rests upom our sotion. Ho one
knows very scourately how meny of them thers ares Thoee who are actually in asoesbly
senters can be sountsds Thus we know that there are 1,300,000 in tho assembly centers
in Germanmy alones But tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands more are scattered
through a dozen coumtries or mores Fifteen thousand have rocently m:darnd from

pustria and Csechoslovakia to Italys Thousands of others have taken to tha roads,
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hopelessly seeking shelter or & bit of breads Other thousands sre in hiding, fearing
to return to their pative lands. ;

All these people present many and spealal problems. But there ls cne group set
apart from the rest by its sufferings end its fesrss The remnnnts of Eurcpe’s Jaws
are & Emall minority of the displaced persons, but they are the most diffioult to
rossttlos

The total Jewish population of Europe outside Russia is pow estimated at about
1,353,000, Of thess, only sbout 100,000 are believed to have survived in Germamy and
Austriss Virtuslly all of them have passed through the lnhuman tortures of the labor
camp and the sonpentration ommps

By the very nature of the Nasl, these 100,000 Germen and Austrian Jews are the
ones whose sufferings stood out oven emong the general misery of the displaced. Few
of them have amy homes to whioh thay csn returne And yet they, like most of their
comrades in despair, are l!.ngull..rly in nood of aid that will go beyond the mere hand-
ing out of a few bits of clothing, a minimum relief diot and medicsl cares GSpiritusl
and soonomic rohabilitation are equally essentisl. For years these people have lived
sbnormal livess Thoy have been deprived of any trace of the amenities of family,
community and religious 1ifes They have been thoroughly brutalized and regimented by
the Naziss Our obligation doss mot stop with feeding and clothing theme We must pro-
vide the understanding, taot and soolal wisdom that will permit these victime of war
to eoter a new eovirooment as fit members of scolety.

I am convinoed that thers is only one solution for the homeless, stateless Jows —
ths immediaste admission of at lemst 100,000 to Falestine. For FPalestine is the one
refuge where they oould be mssured of achieving at onoe the status of weloome and
respeoted oltlcens.

This solution iz by Do memns a new thought. It is the one ardently desired by a
groat many of the displaced Jows thomselves, as all compotent obsarvers have noted.
Earl Harrison, in his report to the Fresldent, salds

"For some of the Europesn Jews thers 1s no moooptable or decent solutiom for
their futurs other than Falestine."

Harvey Olbeon of the American Red Cross, who made a tour of the displaced person
oemps at Oeneral Eisenhower's invitatlon, says that 95 per cemt of the Jewish refugees
in Europe want to emigrate to Falestines

This was the thought, too, behind President Truman's request to Prime Minister
Atlee that 100,000 Jews be admitted to Palestine. I sincerely hope that Fresident

Truman will renew his request during Mre Atles's vislt to this country. Mre Truman
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expressed the same thought in a letter to General Eisemhowsri "I nm communicating
direatly with the British Government in an effort to have the doors of Falestine
opensd to such of these displaced persons as wish to go thers."

That wae & thoroughly statesmanlike and a thoroughly humanitarisn sppesls. It
should be put into effect by application of ma old and cherished Amerioan prin-
eipls = ths right of self-detersinations The displeced Jews of Eurcpe eshould have
the right to decide whether they wish to remain as olitisenms of the countries in
whish they have :Lhud- or decide whether they want to go to Falestins.

The 100,000, whose need is most urgent and who have expressed a desire to
emigrate, should be admitted without delay.

But the probles of the displased Jew is not the sole concern of smy siogle
nation, nor of any small group of nationss It is the responsibility of all the
peoples who fought fasolsm and won & mew cpportunity for demooracys

Therafore the whole guestion of the future of Falestine should be plased under
the ausploes of the United Nations Organizatlion. This was the kind of procedurs
most people had in mind when they scolaimed the result of the San Franoisoo Con-
ferenoe as a long stop toward peaces We folt that at last we had an organizetion
big enough to do the reslly big jobse

If we are to tread the paths of pemse, we must get used to working with the
machinery of pesces Such a resettlement ms I have proposed, sush a use of the right
of self-determination ssn only be schieved by the joint determination and sommon
efforts of all fres peopless A world problem must have behind its soclutlon the
fores of a world authority. Only so oan we achieve the goal of justice and fresdoa
for which we have fought and for which we lmow in our hesrte we muet contloue to

fight, replasing the weapons of war with the weapons of peace-
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