Herkert RI 1
IBax QOFE

g Bleay



mmmnmwnmm

-Z6-

All during the short time I was in Hungary the German
pressure became stronger and SLronger. ﬁitﬂﬁﬁghr‘;ere is
naturally very little anti femitism in Hungary, the Jews were
well treated and gived equal oppnrtunitieq;igerman pressure
during .he summer forced on the Hungarian Government a course
of outrageous persecution with which the majority of the
Hungarians had very little sympathy.

Up to comparatively recently Hungary was alwost entirely
an agrarian country. There were a few very large land-holders
and a great number of smaller ones, roughly corresponding to the
squirarchy of England. The great nobles were almost all
catholics, and the smaller land-holders probably comething more
than two-thirds catholic and one-third protestant, but all
Christian. The poorer Christian K eople were almost all agricul-
tural laborers. The Jews were practically all engaged in com-
merce and later in professional work. The old upper class, like
the same class in England until comparatively recently,monopolizec
the places under the government. a= the importance of business
increased the importance of the Jews became greater,but except
from being excluded from cccupations monopolized by the aristocrac
from which the lower class Christlians were also excluded, they
were not badly treated, and, even more than in England, they freque
ly married into the nobilit§. I don't think that I have ever in my
1ife been in a society where there were so many people well receiv
in what would correspond to the four-nundred,who were of partially
Jewish ancestry. I remember conspicuously the case of

Baron Ullmann, a Jew with a Christian wife, at whose house I have

met representatives of most of the great Hungarian families.
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5 it was iwpoczcible for me Lo leave Hungary and
as I nad =xplained to the ueradn aunhnritias;aha
was in no condition to travel alone, Baron Jeszenszky
very sindly offered to go to Basel .walting her
there and accoumpanying her to Budapest. It would
nave been ilmpossible for him to have crossed -nto
cwitzerland .t Basel because if he liad he «ould
have been cbliged to #ait feveral weeks for a new
Geruan visa. As 1t was Llhe visa he .ot allowed
hin to go into Gerpany up to the twiss frontier
and iummediately return to Hun.ary.
Naturally «e were both extrewely grateful to him
for undertaking tuis dif ficult trip for us. I
shall always think of nim #ith great gratitude.
I never was 50 happy 15 1 w~as when I taw her getting
out of the train accompanied by Baron Jeszenszky
and taking care of her fat old dog Belinda.

when my wife arrived the scar on her 1lip
was not yvet .ealed anu for a tiwe sne did not feel
like going out, sitnough the friends that 1 had made
were all prepared to welcome her iwi had filled the
apartment at tae itz Hotel with [lowers to make her
arrival pleasant.

By the time I arrived in Budapest wost of the
Americans had already left. Practically the only
ones wio rewained were the e loyees of the agerican

oil cowpanies who were in charge of Hungarian refineries.
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There were, of course, the usuwal group of naturalized
fwericans, #ho had returned to their native country.

In time of trouble these people always crowd around

the Legation, the existence of wshich they forget
completely when things are golng well. The ones that
we knew best, of the -umerican colony, were kWr. and

krs. Victor Barry, andMr. and Mrs. Paul Lienau. kccsrs
Barry and <ineau were attractive and intelligent uwen.
Burrxfzgg the hizhest in jlace always knew exactly

what sas going on ind kept his feet on the ground.

Lrs. Barry,a graduate of Vassar, wagfzell informed,
inteliigent in¢ charming woman. The Lienau's were
somewhat younger. He was a thoushtful =snd sensible
young man who obvlously haa doni a ood deal of think-
ing in nis life. Mrs. Lienau 1s a celight. <Lhe 1=

very pretty ana very blondtnd gives that extraordinary
affect of cieaness wilch you zometimes find in extrewely
blondeand soignee wouwen. We saw a great deal of them
and always with pleasure. sowards the end of July they
all left Budapest, the Lineaus accompanied by an elderly
and decrepit dog. as 1t hud groved impossible to get
transit visas from Germany they could not go by way of
fortugal. Thelr trip wust nave been pretty awful. Two
days in a dirty train to Sofia by way of Bucharest, from
where apparently they had to take an even worse train

to the Turkish frontier where the rallrosad service
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stopped. From the f:untier to Constantinople, with a
bag apiece, they were piled hig?ddly,piﬁﬁﬁly in an
o0ld and decrepit motor and driven by fatalistic fanatics
over roads worse than the bed of a stream for about ten
hours. From there made the best of their way to Egypt,
takin, such land accoumodations as presented themselves
or whatever vessels were salling in their direction.
Eventually taey achleved tie Indian Ccean, where they
#ere picked up by the {irst available tanker going to
New York. I told them that the only possible way to
make ctuch a trip i: to resign yourself in the very
beginning, get dirty all together and stay so. 1 do
not know whether or not :tney took my advice, but it
was zood all the zame.

For = short time I went out by uwycelf to various
dinners, including one st the Hussian uegation, «here,

to the aelight of all cthe Hungarians, cavsiar was

|
served in quantities which would have been o:tentaity'

lavish had it been washed potatoes. Mozt of the guests
tucked it away like orghans in a candy shop and seemed
very wuch surprised that I aid not take advantage of
the cpportunity. Fortunately for wy .urse I .o not
ilke the stuff,

Early in June I w~ent down toc stop with Count

and “ountess lomas Esterhazy at their couniry place

at [evegser it was & very nice house,
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