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All during the short ti~o I Nas in Hungary the Ger ma n 

pressure becat.e s tronger and stronger. Ai:Jil''\iilh 'there iE 

na t ural ly very li t tle anti Semitism in Hungary, the J ews were 
• W" 

well t r eated and given equal opportunities'\Ger~an pressure 

durini$ . h.e s umn:er forced on the Hungarian Government a course 

of outrageous persecution •ith which the majority of the 

Hunga r ians had very little sympathy. 

Op to comparatively recently Hunsary was almost entirely 

an agrarian country. There were a few very lar ge land-holders 

and a great number of smaller ones, roughly correspondint; to the 

squirarcby or England. The grea t nobles were almost all 

catholics, and the smaller land- holders probably something more 

than ~wo-tbirds ca t hol ic and one-third protestant , but all 

Christian. The poorer Christian . eople were al~o£t all agr icul­

t ura l laborers. The Jews were pr acticall y all engaged 1n com­

merce and later in l' rofessional work. The old upper class, l ike 

the same class in England until compar atively recently,zonopolizec 

the places under the government . nS the importance of business 

increated the i mportance of the Jews became greater, but except 

from being excluded from occupations monopolized by the aristocrac 

froDJ which the lower c lass Christians ~tere also excluded , they 

were not badl y treated, and , even more thRn in England, they f reque 

l y 1114rried into the nobility. I don ' t think that I have ever in ~ 

life been ln a society Nhere there were so many people well r ecelv 

in • hat woul d correspond to the four-nundred,who were of par tially 

J ewish ancestry . I r eme1ober conspicuously the case of 

Baron Ollmann, a Jew ~ith a Cbris t la~ wife, at whose house I have 

met representatives of o.os t of the g reat t!l.lll&O.rian families. 
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bS I naa Xylained to the uerWdn authorities1 she 

was in no condition to travel alono. Baron Jeszenszky 

very kindly offered to ,;o to Basel .. vai t1n1> her 

there :1n1.1 uccou.pany.tnG her to Budai)est. 1;; .would 

nave been iwJ>O:.>.ible for him to have crossed . nto 

!:.viuerl.>nd "1 Ba&el bec:1use if he had he Nould 

have been vblibed tO .rai t :c evera~ .. eekS for .I new 

v eriWn visa . ;... lt olfas 1 
;.ue vha he ,o~ allowed 

nh to ,;o into J erc11my up to the ~wiss frontier 

and imrr.edia te ly return to Hun.,a ry. 

tlu r.urully 10 were both e>. treu ely grateful to hlll 

for under takin,; tJiiS difficult trip for us . 1 

shall ~l.vnys think of nlm Nith .; rea:; ., ratitude. 

1 nevet• 11as ~o happy <S 1 NaS .vhen 1 u ... . 1er .,etting 

out of toe t r ain accoJL.•Iinied by Baron Jeszenszky 

und takinb care of her f:lt old dog Bel inda . 

•lhen my wife a rrived t.he scar on her i.ip 

was no~ y et .ealed on f o•· d t i~:.e ~ne did not feel 

like goin& out , ~o.~•lou,h ~he friends Lna t 1 h:..d ••ade 

were uli J)t'epu,•ed ~o .vetcome her •nu nud filled the 

a;.ar tu.ent at t.le nitz iio~el .;l~h !'loNers to u.<oke her 

arrlv&l ple~sant . 

By •he •1me I arrived in Budapes ~ ~ost of the 

na..er icans h;;u .are .. uy left. Practically tne only 

ones .vno re ..... ined .1ere the e ... ,.loyees of the "wer lean 

oil cou.;;anies 11ho were in c hurge of Hunr;arlan refinerie s. 
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There Mere, of course, tho u&uo~ droup of na~uralized 

••-ericans , .fho had ;·e turned LO Li1eir na tive countr y . 

In time of trouble the se .eo~le ulMays croNd around 

the l..egu tlon, the exis tence of ·•hich they forj!et 

completely .vhen t hin&s ore t;Oln& well. The one~ that 

we lme,y best, , f the ··111erican colony , were Mr . and 

~rs . Victor Barry , anuYr . ~nd Urs . Pau~ Lienau . ~~ttrs 

B&rry and -1~eau ~ere .ttr active ~nd intelli~ent ~en . 
who 

narrlfwus tbe nibhest in 1 1Hce alNays ~new exactly 

11ha t .t~s .,oing on .nd kept hh f eet on the ,;r ound . 
a 

~.rs . Bu1·ry, :.> t;radue te of V~ssur , way well in! OI' ILed . 

intellibent •n' chur~ing woman. rhe Lienuu ' ~ ~ere 

soat~t~ Whti.L youn~er . He sus ... \.hou~htful 1.nd s en!ible 

youn., .... n MhO ObViOUSly h30 ,I)Oo U ,_OOd •. eal Of think­

in& in ni ! .ife . krs . Lienuu 1 ~ a celight . the is 

very pre tty «n'l ,.e,·y bl onde .n•J bives t hat e xtraordinary 

affeCt Of C.~oea ness NlliCh you ~on.etirues find in extre&wely 

blondfand soignee wouoen. .le saw u ~; rea t neal of them 

and ~!Nays •ith plea~ure . •o,war<ls the end of Jul y they 

al_ !eft Buda peet, Lhe Lineous accoc.pa.~ied by on elderly 

and decrepit dog . ..~ 1;; n"d , roved ia.,~o~~1ble to fe t 

t ransit vi~as f r oc Geru.any tney could not &o by .vuy of 

&'ortut;nl. Their tri 1> u.uo.t nuve been pretty uNful. Two 

days in _. di r ty train t o ::.ofia by ~oy or Bucharest. from 

where apparently they had t o take an even Nors e t r ain 

t o the J urkish f r ontier .fhere the r~&ilro ·•a servic e 



stopped . Frow t he f ontier to Cons tanLinople. Nith 8 
' 

bag apiece . they were piled hiti~dd!y , pi'\e\lly in an 

old and decrepit motor ,no d riven by fatalistic fana tics 

over roads ~o rse than the bed of a s tream for ubout ten 

hours . From tnere ~ade the best of their Nay t o Egypt , 

tak~ such lana .. cco ..... odatlons as pre s en t ed tnea.selves 

or ~hatever ve~~el s •ere sailln~ in their directio n . 

Eventually taey achieved t :le lndilln Ocean . khere they 

uere picked up by •he f irs t uvuilable tanker ~oing to 

Ne.v York . I tolll them thut tne only posSible way to 

make ~uch a trip h :o t·es16 n yoursel f in the very 

beginning, r;et d irty al l to., ether . nd stay so. 1 do 

not kno1•t ••hethe r or :lot . ncy took my -,dvice , bu t it 

wa! ~ooa ali ~he !Owe . 

For ., short t ia.e l aent out by u.y::e' f to vut•ious 

lli'lners , l:tclUilL'Ib o ne ~ t :.he .:lUSSian ue,_atioo, ,/here, 

to t he uell~nt of all t he Hunoarians , ca ..,lcu· Nas 

served in quantities Khich .vou~d have been o"tenta~ 
lavish had i t been washed ,~ta~oes . ~ol: t of the ~uests 

tucked 1~ away l lktl or vhans in a c andy shop and ~eerued 

vel'y ruuch survri~ed t hd t I o l d not take advantage o r 

the ovportunity. l o r tunAtely for r..y w·se I .. o not 

.. iKe • he Stuff . 

Ear !y in June I .ven t t.iown t o s t op with .:ount 

Ja'-'t"-'li"'e._v"'e"'o;,._s,_e,._r._ ______ l ~ ns a very nice hou~e, 
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