


Habana, October 3, 1940

Dear Mr. Fell:

1 as taklng the llberty of writing you agaln
with regrect to ny friend, Dr, Frune Van Cauwelaert.
ile hae seocureld "la immlgration visa at our Consulate
General in Lisbon and proceeded thereon to llew York
where he has now made legal entry for reraanent
reslidence, T understand that hle family, which
inecludes Yra., Van Cauwelaert and pome of the children,
are =ti1! in Lisbon and that they are suprosed to
recelve thelr vizaa aarly in Sctober.

T wan hwae for a few weolils on business and saw
Mr, Tan Cauwelaert in New Yark, le tells ae that
hilp rlans for the pregent are rather unocertalin
and that he z=ay fin? it noecssasry %o return to
Lieton and perkaps procesd to England in the near
future on matters connegted with the Government of
Balgziun, !r. Van Cauwelaert -ais a very high sense
37 rosovonalbliity o hls country and naturally
iahes to be an useful oz pensidle, Undoer these
elreunetlances, 1t may be necessary for Mrs. Van
Cauwelsert and the family to remaln in Lisbon for
gome tlme after they have secured thelr lasigratlon
vigag, btut [ hawve lmpressed on him the lmportanoce
% Mrg, Van Cauwelaert and the ghildren securing
taeir visas in Ocotober which, I underetand ig prae-
tlcable, and that they have been told that this can
be done, Should, by an; chance, tley net be able
tn Teave ligbon for the !inited States during the
1ife of the wisa, which I understand 1s four months,
they could, of eourge, get renswal of the wvlsa during
the current gquota year,

Mr, Van Cauwelaert

The Honorable
Herbert Clalbourne Pell,
Amerlican Minlster,
Lisbon, Portugal.
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Mp, Van Cauwelaert l1s very much concerned with
regard to his family as 1%t le poselble that they
may have to leave l'ortugal wvhen he 1s not there and
it may be difflicult for them to get passage on an
American ghip, I have told him that I would write
you in regard to this., I understand that we astill
have gome Amerlean ghips calling at Lisbon and, of
courge, they take on flrst American citlzeneg and then,
if there 1s room, take on allens.

My thought in writing you is that if Mra. Van
Cauwelaert should arproach you in this matter, that
you will be good encugh to facllltate thelr securing
rascage. !ir, Van Cauwelaert has been such a good
friend of »ur country over so many years that I feel
we ghould show him and "1s famlly every possible
eonelderation, I have told Mr, Van Cauwelaert that
if Mre. Van Cauwelaert needs any asslstance in the
way of passage, ete., during 'le atsence from Llsbon
that she should not hesltate to get 1n touch with you.

While I think Mrs. Van Cauwelaert is provided
with adequate funds, I wou'd want you to know that,
in cape funds are needed for the transportation of
herself and family, 1 will be very glad to refund
to you personally any expendliture which you may make
for the passage of Mrs. Van Cauwelaert and her family
to the United States.

I heaitate to burden you with this matter but
I wish to be as helpful as I poesibly can to Mr, Van
Cauwelaert for the reasons which I have already
indloated to you.

I am sending you an extra copy of this letter
which you may wigh to furnish the Consul Ceneral
for his information.

Belleve me, with very pood wlshes,

Cordially yours,

aaM/hme ~» George 5. Messersmith
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Lisbon, Portugal
July 24, 1940

His Excellency

George S. Messeremith
american Embassy
Havana, Cuba

My dear Messersmith:

1 have recelved your letters on the sucject of Mr.
van Cavwelaert, and bave eventually gotten in touch with hin
throurh the Belgian Legation. He is in good health and most
anxio:s eventually to come 1O the United S¢ates to settle
if it ie impoesible to return to Eelplum. In any case he
wants his partner to go to the United States on account of
his photographic supplies business.

1 do not know whether or not Havana is full of refu-
gees anxious to reach the United States, but the =mituation
here is st strained that it 1s almost impossible to induce
any Consulate to give visas. ur. van cavwelaert intentis to
put himself on the immigration liet, but his partner only
sante a temporary visa. I have suggested to him to ask you to
have special instructions sent in the case of his partner who
will probably ask for a visa at pordeaux.

1 want to take the occasion toO thank you very heartily
for having given me the opportunity to meet such an interest-
ingz man age Mr. van cavwelaert. He came here the other day and
we talked for about two hours on all sorts of subjects. He 18
an extraordinarily cultivated man, and I sincerely hope to see
him azain in the near future and enjoy a repétition of our
tnlk. 1 am really in your debt. 1 have met few people Who
have interested me moTe.

Let me know if I can be of any further service to you.
1 qa always at your disposal.

I an
: Youre most eincerely,

Herbert Pell
american ulnister.



AEFRCOUCED FROM MOLDOMGS AT THE FRANGLSN 0. ROOSEVELY LBAARY

Lisbon, Portugal
July 19, 1940

His Excellency

George 5. Meseersmith
American Embassy
Hayana, Cuba

My dear Ambassauor:

1 have received your letter of July 1l0th
and have made every effort to get in touch with van
Cauwelaert, btut so far have been unsuccessful. The Bel-
-iad Lesationlas at last gotten the information that he
has gone to France. They expect he will be back here in
the near future.

In the meankime I am entirely at your cdis-
posal, and I shall show him your letter. I will do every-
thine I can, both in the way of advice anu financial as-
gistance. I am always glad to help in any way possible.

I am,

Yours most eincerely,

Herbert Pell,
Amerlcan MHinister.

HP:GT
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Habann, Cuba,
July 10, 1940.

The Honornble
Harbert C. Pell,
American Minister,
Lisbon, Portugnl.

Dear Mr. Pell:

T fear that I am molesting you with letters and requests
at a time when you must be very greatly burdened, but in this
instence I am under the compelling necessity of writing you
concerning ome of my oldest and most intimate friends. I have
just had letters from Franz van Cavwelaert, a Belgian subject,
who is stoying ot the Grande Hotel de Itnlia, Monte Estoril,
Riviera de Portugal, which I understend is near Lisbon. Mr.
van Cavwelasrt wos Mayor of Antwerp during the greater part
of my ten years' stay there as Consul General. During that
time he showed himself as an understanding and helpful friend
of the United Stntes. Some years ago he made n visit to the
United States, nnd the President and Mr., Hull who saw him both
had the highest regard for him, He has been an exiremely
constructive element in Belgium and is a true petriot. EHe is
one of those few men in Burope who, in recent years, have
deserved to be called statesmen., I feel that it is my obliga-
tion, personally and officially, to do everything that I can
to emable him to bring himself and his family to a place of
safety. He is undoubtedly ons of those men cgainst whom the
German wrath will be most active, and I think that his life
and even perhaps that of members of his family will be definitely
in donger if he or they fall into German hands. There are few
Belgians agninst whom the Germans feel more bitterly because
they know his great understanding and the respect which he
enjoys in his country. He is therefore one of thosa Belglans
whom the Germans would make every effort to get out of the woy.

In view of the status of the Belgian quota and the wnliting
time which may be involved, and in view of the regulations with
respect to visitors' visas, it may seem desirable for Mr. van
Cavwelaert and his family to proceed to Cuba. I have consistently
pafused to intervene with the Cuban suthorities in cases of thias
kind, but I can assure you that if Mr. van Cavwelaert ond his
family wish to come to Cuba that the necessary instructions
will be issued to the Cuban officials in Portuganl by the
Cuban Covernment here to give them visas for Cuba. Cnce the

family
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family is here, I will underteke their support. I have every
confidence that Mr, van Cavwelaert and his family will eventually
be able to proceed to the United States where, because of his
great capacities, I can see any number of ways in which he can
monke a new existence for himself. You may be sure, therefore,
and you can assure Consul General Young, that even though Mr.

yan Cevwelaert have no funds, I am prepared to make the necessary
advances, and I will see that they will not become a public charge
in Cuba or in my country.

In spite of my wide acquaintance among SO many of those who
have suffered, this is the first case in which I am prepared to
moke financial advances and to assume financinl guarantees. In
view of my own friendship with Mr. van Cavweleart and his family,
the high regard which I have for him, and the services which he
has indirectly rendered my country, my wife and I feel that any-
thing we can do for them mist be done.

1 have sent you the appended telegram which is self-explana-
tory. I am sorry to burden you with this matter, but from the
foregoing, you will realize how deep and well-founded is my
interest.

With very good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure.
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COPY

(July 10, 1940)

AMLEGATION
LISBON

Personnal for the Minister:

Will appreciate your communicating through Belgian

legation with Franz van Cavwelaert important member Belglan

Government now in Portugal and who is a very old and
intimate friend of mine to effect that I will gladly do
sverything in my power to facilitate the admission of
himself and members of his family to Cuba and eventually
to the United States. I am sure that I can arrange for
their admission to Cuba while they are awaiting visas for
the United States, If he is in need of funds for trans-
portation I shall be glad to make appropriate remittance.
Latter follows.

Please telegraph any information my expense.

MESSERSMITH



mmrmmnw:mnnrnnm LmAART

L
b
i
e
i
é

PRRTTTH L
i ._mwwmmm
mMm.mmm_NMM“mw
HHEE T T
mmuwm“mmmemmm
mmxmmﬁ.ﬂ.
L ik,
iy
g mmm num .m o)
S HHI L

spect t0
to be
any
pear=
I
my
the
| ]
that
wish
s
have
and
de to

1

MMWﬂn g3 Sux mmuMu
ittt gl
S mmgm,,mﬂ :
b3 T 4
it Gl
L
kil ki
§ 2

,.mmmm i |l ,mmmm

AL MME:



REFPCOUCED FACH MOLDSHES AT THE FRASGN 0 ADOSEVELY LAY

coms with them, This is a decision in which I do not believe
that I can give counsel, but cne which you will make yourself.
I only venture the opinion that,in spite of your great knowl-
edge ond your great patriotiem, it is extremely doubtful
whether you would be able to render any real service in the
Govermmsnt or life of your country if you were to return
thare now. FPassions are running high end you are undoubtedly
& marked man. The very qualities of statemmanship and courage
which you have shown meke it almost certain, and I believe certain,
that as long as the German occupation of Belgium continues
would not be in a positiocn to render any service there
may be in real personnl danger. TUnder the circumstances
may feel the impulse to leave Europe with such members of
8 may be able to accompany you.

There aore with you, as I understand it, your wife and
doughter and one son, and I hope that the efforts which you
have made to get your other sons out of Fronce may have proved
successful. In cose you have not been suceessful in uniting
the whole family, it would seem to me that your soms who may
not have besn mble to join you would wish you and Mrs. van
Cavwaleart, and those of the fomlly who can leave, to do so,

In view of the developments in Burope, there are, of course,
tens of thousends of persons desiring to proceed to the United
Stotea and othar countries of the Western Hamisphere. 3o far
a8 our country is concerned, the lmmigration laws, while they
have not been changed, limit the admission of persons from
abrond very specifically. It is incremsingly difficult to sscure
o visa for a temporary stay in the United States, ms in order to
seoure A visa for a temporary stoy the alien must show that he
has unguestionably an unrelinguished domicile to which he can
return at the end of his temporary stay. This, in the case of
yourself and your family, might be difficult to establish to
our commmlar officer in Iisbon and he might find 1t difficult
to grant vieas for o temporary vieslt to the United States.

In order to secures a visa for a permanent stoy in the
United States, the law lays down certain conditions, and the
greatest difficulty ie that the law specifically restricts the
mmber of persons of any origin who can anter the United States
in a year. The demands on the Belgian quota, which up to recently
were light, are now very heavy. Persons must reglster with the
American Consul for an immigretion viea and them must awanlt their
turns on the walting list of the quota until their application
cen be examined finally for a visa. I would therefore suggest
thnt whatever your plans may be that you immediantely reglster
the nomes of yourself and the members of your fomily at the
Amsricen Oonsulate Oensral in Iisbon for immigration visas.

Thie
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Thie will place you on the list of thoso mwniting visas under
the Belgion quota for the United Ftotes.

As 1% may be diffiocult to secure immigration visas, or
visitors' visas, for yourself and your family for the United
States ot this time without n long delay, you may wish to
gonsider coming to Cuba, or to some other country cantiguous
to the United Statesn.

place %0 ooms, I sm confident that the Cuban authorities eould

the neceseary instruoticns to the Cuban
offioials in Fortugnl to give you the noosssary visas to proceed
who desire to emter Cube,
the Cuban offioinls sbread must naturally find it difficult to
grant visas, I must, of course, rofronin from exercising any
influsnoe ordinarily o aid aliens in entering Ouba, tut I
sonaidar that the case of yourself ond your family is an
ontirely exceptionml ome, and you may be sure that I would
use all my good offices with the Cuban Governmant here ordar
that ita officinls in Fortugnl muy be instructed to gramt you
the visas for Cuba.

i
!
|
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It oecurs to me thet 1% will be preferable for you to
seck t0 coms to this country = that is Cubo - mmther than the
United States, nnd ownit here your turn undor the Belglan quota
for visas., This, however, does not mean that you should not

P

be of any essiztance %o you in our power

finenoially as well as otherwise, If, therefore, you should
to secure passagoe for Cuba, or for the
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of which I enolose a OODY. I shall eweit information from you
mumnllnrlhiuthntnnum-rhmtht

Enclosure.

GEM1 fm.
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Ligvon, Fortu,al
Julylé, 1340

' y o ouw AttasandopP ’

gzsoromith, in Cuba, to <ot in touch with

rTens
speiey iy . ]
il '.-:‘l.hrE].qui".-

I rhould b~ ruch oblired i vou gee M40
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if# you rould sek him to el in2 u)e

I am,

Yourg vary sinecerely,

Hervert Fell,
aseriecsn '"inteter.
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AMEMBASSY, Havana July 10, 1940,

ORaAY July ll, 1840, 8 a.m.

Personal for the Minister.

i1l appreciate your communicating through Belgian
Legation with Franz van Cauwelaert important member
Belgian Covernment now in Portugal, and who 1s a very
and intimate friend of mine to effect that I will gladly
do anything in wy power to faocilitate the .dmission of’
himself und members of his family to Cubu and eventually
to the United States. T am sure that I ctn arrange for
their admission to Cuba while they are swaiting visaes
for the United States., If he is in need of funds for
transportation T shall be glad to make appropriate
remittance. Letter follows.

Flease telegraph any informution my expense.
MESSERSMITH

Decoded: KOS
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