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Tha "hite Hpuse
Washington

June 14, 1943.

\y dear Mr. Pell:

L8 you may know, there is about to be
esteblished by the United Hations a Comis-
sion to investigate war orimes committed by
the ’x1s powers and their apencies. Tho
Com=lssion will have its seat in [London.

I should be very glad to have you reprasent
this Covernment on the Commission, ater
details concerning which may be obtalned
from the Department of State, with whose
officials you may desire to confer. You
would be paild & salary of §$5,000 =& year
plus costs of tranaportation to and from
London and the customary per diem while
outside the Unlted States on the work of
the commission,

1f you are willing to accept the
deslgnation, I suggest that you arrange
to call en eppropriate officlals of the
Teprrtment of State at an early date,
since it 1s desired that you shall proceed
to .ondon as soon as possible,

Very truly youra,

Franklin D, Hoosevelt.

The Hornorable
Herbert Pell,
¥nilekerbocker Club,
805 Fifth Lvenue,
New York, M, Y,
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Aupust 28, 1943

tear Mr. President:

I am still weiting in Dutchess County for permission to
proceed to London.

T believe that if I were there now I sould Ao useful work,
ar at least prepare the way =so that the work done leter would be
petter and more effective. Almost =11 the task of the “ar Guilt
commission is new work and it will have to rrepnre its instruments
from the ground up. It seens to me nons too esrly to besin. Yven
though the Committee does not mret officially, 1t would he possible
for me in lLondon to met to know the attitude of the various govefin-
ments in exile, and get & better ides of what iz pructically obtuln-
able. I am certuinly doing no good over here. I &m sure vou under-
stund how interested I am in the job which lies ahecd of us .nd how
anxious I &am to pet storted in the work, which I could do preruratory
to the officiul meeting of the Commission, 1f I were in Londen.

I wish you would come over here now and see my ploce. Since
you were here I huve been having more fun then & burrel of moaters
directing = bulldozer and o ateam shovel, run by the same contr ctor
who excavated for your 1library. He told me of the obvious enjojent
vou got out of watching the muchines at work. It 1a certainly fun
sesing it crash throush groves of 1ittle locusts like & mowing mugiaine
across & lawn.

I lunched with David CGray the other day at the Fnickerbocier.
It will be u great pleasure to be in his neighbtorhood, and I hope thLit
you will send me there us soon as you can.

I should be obliged 1f you would let me see you for u few
minutes in the neur future.

I am

Reapectfully,

Herbert Pell.

The President,
The White Fouse.
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London, January 27, 1944

Dear Mr, President:

I have Just read with pgreat interest your
astatenent setting up the Var Refugee Board, in which
you say, "It 1s the polliey of this government to
take all measures within its power to rescue the vie-
tims of eneny oppression who are in Imminent danger
of death and otherwise to afford such victims all pos-
gible relief and assistonce consistent with the suec-
eessful prosecution of the war,"

The work of the Viar Crimes Commisslon is pro-
rressing favorably. The menhers seem united 1ln their
pensral purpose. The other day there was a tulk at the
Forelgn Cffice between anbassador Winant, Sir anthony
iden, 3ir Cecil lurst, Chairman of the Connlssion, and
me. Mr. Dden expressed the wish that the Commission
should get to work as rapldly us possible. Yie immedlate-
ly orgenized ourselves officially and adopted rules of
procedure.

The gecneral opinion of the Commlission is that
crimes committed by individuals against the citizens of
any of the United Nations, or agminst their property,
should be tried by the nation affected. Of course

traltors
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traitors who have ccoperated with the enemy will be
attended to by their own fellow gitizens. This ls

in accordance with what you told me in ‘iashington.
m™here remnins, however, a Very large class of people
who have committed crines neainat the eitizens of

more thun one country, or who have directed inhuman
nrolicies in Germany {tself. The consensus 1s that
these will have tc be tried by on international tri-
bunal which must be able to sct pretty freely on the
nuestion of evidence. Munifeatly, the type of avi-
dence resuired in a Mew York court will be unavailable.
7hig course is satisfactory Lo the Chairman and to the
British Government.

Tt seems cleur that unless some machinery of
justice, which eamn act repidly snd frirmly, 1s provided
before the defeat of Cermany and Japan no power on
fod's preen earth can prevent o preat aeal of private
revenge, taken by the soldiers of countries which for
years heve suffered under the brutality of the Cerman
Army. TFor this resson I am suggesting speed on the
part of the Commission. Delay and undue legulism will
certalnly make 1t inpossible to execute the policles
which you have outlined 1ln many stutements, both off
your own bat and ln collaboration with the nuthoritles
of other countries. These statenents huve been

received
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recelved throughout the world with the utmost en-
thusissm and have been almost the only foundation
of hope for nearly & thousend million people in
#urope and in Asla, who unite in a demand for jus—
tice more deeply (and certainly more pernanently)
felt even than their request for the necessities
of life.

T am extremely proud to be your agent in
satisfying this desire. 1 do not fear the respon-

sibilities, but I need your support.
Respectfully,

Herbert Pell.

The Presldent,

The White Ilouse.
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BY AIR POUCH

London, February 16, 1544
Personsl to the President.

Dear Mr, ‘resident:

A very important question of policy is goimg to come up
soon in the War Crimes Commission,

ihat are we to do about the Jews in Germany and the German
saboteurs. For ao long time the official radio of Great Britain
and of the United States has been calling on Germans to oppose
the Fitler GCovernment, A certain number hawe done so; of these
some have been caught and very badly treated. It does not seem
right to tell them that because they are German /jationals they
are entitled to no jrotection, even though,to a certain extent
at least at our instigation, they have done our work.

There is also the very thormy questiom of the Jews in
Germany, The offences against them certainly seem to be desorib-
ed in your phrase "orimes sgainst humanity" and are surely de-
serving of punishment., If this matter is not taken up by the
War Crimea Commission, there seems to be no organization in the
world that can touch those who hawve persecuted these unfortunate
people on account of their religion and their race,

I unierstand that in the Preamble of the Hague List of War
Crimes adopted in the early part of the Century, there was a
blanket phrase covering orimes against humanity. In cny case
these offences were justified by Hitler, at least partially, on
the ground that they strengthen the German military force. It
seams to me most desirable that they should be considered by the
War Crimes Commisaion, but if I am to advocate this with suf-
ficient wigor to get it through I must have your direct and af-
firmative support., I do not want to begin such an attempt umless
I am reasonably sure of suooess, which I would be, with the af=
firmative backing of the United Ctates Government.

I believe that if we fail to take this lines Jews all over
the world will feel that they have been betrayed and the friends
of real justioe will be disappointed,

It is, from a legal point of view, a technlcal extensiom
which many of the members of the Comnissiom will not be willing
tnuhﬂthmtm_,hllmdﬂmﬂn support ,from us, al-
w!-urﬁhtﬂtﬁu-ﬁuﬂﬁnﬂdmtmm
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BY AIR POUCH

London, February 16, 194k
Preal -

Dear Mr., fresident:

A very important question of policy is goiny to come up
soon in the Far Crimes Commission,

What are we to do about the Jews in Germany snd the Germen
saboteurs. For a long time the official radio of Great Britain
and of the United States has been calling on Cermans to oppose
the fitler Government. A certain number have done so; of these
some have been caught and very badly treated, It does not seem
right to tell them that because they are German lationals they
are entitled to no srotection, even though,to n certain extent
at least at our instigation, they have done our work.

There is also the very thorny question of the Jews in
Germany. The offences againat them certainly seem to be describ-
ed in your phrase "orimes against humanity” and are surely de-
serving of punishment. If this matter is not taken up by the
War Crimes Commission, there seems to be no organization in the
world that can touch those who hawe persecuted these unfortunate
people on account of their religion and their race,

I unierstand that in the Preamble of the Hague List of War
'3ﬂmnaﬂnptdinthamupnrturm0mmq,thunml
blanket phrase covering orimes against humanity, In ctny case
these offences were justified by Hitler, at least partially, om
the ground that they strengthen the German military force, It
seems to me most desirable that they should be considered by the
War Crimes Commissiom, but if I am to advooate this with suf=
ficient vigor to get it through I must have your direct and af-
firmative support. I do not want to begin such an attempt umless
I am reasonably sure of sucoess, which I would be, with the af=
firmative backing of the United Ctates Government,

I believe that if' we fail to take this line Jews all over
the world will feel that they have been betrayed and the friends
of real justice will be disappointed,

It is, from a legal peint of wiew, a technical extensiom
which many of the members of the Comnissiom will not be willing
to make without some sappoef an affirmative support,from us, al-
though I am certain that the majority would accept such ruling
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March 16, 1944

Dear Mr. Preaident:

I received your letter of March lst in which you say,
"There can be little reason for disagreement on the general
proposition that Germany and her satelllites should be required
to answer for atrocities ageinst the Jews. . . . . Presumably
it (the jurisdiction of the Commission) would extend to any
cases arising during the war period, of which there are many."

At a meeting of the Legal Committee today I proposed
this resolution.

It i3 clearly understood that the words
"grimes against humanity®™ refer, among
others, to crimes committed againat state-
less persons or against any persons because
of thelr race or religion. Such orimes are
judiciable by the Tnited Wations or their
agencies as war crimes.

It is quite poasible that the wording will be changed at
the next meeting, but T belleve that I can get it through.
Naturally I did not use your name as my authority. I merely
said that I hed adequate authority. There was some opposition

based &én the theory that this suggestion would have far reaching

consequences and would widen the scope of the Commission's work,
and some disagreement as to whether these offenses could could
be considered war crimea, I am sure that the majority of the
Commission will support me,

0f course there can be no doubt of this if you could
find the occasion to make a public statement on this subject at
your press conference, or if such a statement were made by the
State Department. There are numberless pecople in the world, end
millions in the United States, who, if you did this, would find
thelr hope renewed and would rise and bless you. To extend the

definition
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definition of "war crimes" to protect these helpless unfortunates
is not only a humane act but a statesmanlike one. To say we are
only interested in our own nationals is mere chaffering. If any
one is to be sure of justice, justice can be denied to no one.

Respectfully,

HERBERT PELL

The President

The White House.
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QOFFICES OF THE UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE
O THE
UNITED MATIONS COMMISSION FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF WAR CRIMES

ALFORD HOUSE,

April 3, 1944 PARK LANE, W.1.

TeLEmesE . GROBVENOR 4831
Near Mr. President:

Tn your letter of March lst,telling me that you believed that
the War Crimes Commission had the authority to consider crimes
areinst the Jews, you added that this was for my confidential guid-
ance. Tor this reason I did not ocuote you in the Commiassion.

The majority of the members of the Commission seem to believe
that their suthority to consider this cuestion is doubtful. I have,
however, succeeded in convincing them that the gquestion should be
taken up. For this reason the following proposal will be considered
at the next meeting of the Commission, April 4:

"The Commission is of opinion that the nuestion of
the punishment of offences committed in enemy territory
against enemy nationals or stateless persons on account
of their race, religion, or political opinions, recuires
immediate consideration. T'nless other steps have already
been taken, or are in contemplation, with a view to such
consideration, the Commission would be ready to under-
take this task, if the Constituent Governments so desire.
The Commission accordingly reauests those Governments to
state whether they desire it to undertake a study of this
question with a view to making recommendations to them
upon it."

As far ss I know no organization would be able to consider this
question as rapidly and efficlently as the War Crimes Commi=ssion.
For this reason I believe we should receive instructions as soon as
possible to go ahead with this work.

I would not dare to face the Jewish community, or any other
people interested in human justice, if I left a stone unturned in my
efforts to punish the crimes committed against them.

I trust thet T may get the necessary instructions as soon as pos-
sible.
Yours respectfully,
HERBERT ™ELL.

The Tresident
The White House.
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BY AIR POUCH
ey

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1.11-72

AUG 311872

By B. H. Parks Date___

London, June 5, 1944

Dear Mr. Tresident:

The Chairman of the War Crimes Commission,
Sir Ceoll Hurst, is sending & letter to the
Right Honorable Anthony Eden, & copy of which I en-
close.

T have vour letter telling me that vou be-
lieve the powers of the Commission are already broad
enough to cover the case of crimes against Jews in
Germany which occurred after the declaration of war.

I have been steadily trying to get the Commission to
realize that this ouestion must be taken up. At first
there was some objection, but they have now almost all
come around to that point of view, but & good many of
them, fearful of responsibility, feel that they should
have additional instructions. I myself would have been
ready to have gone on at any time and prepared for this
contingency, and I certainly will not cease my efforts
except on specific instruetions to do so.

Vot only your statements but those of the
1eaders of =211 the other nations have promised that some-
thing will be done in this case. I know your sincerity,
and would be grateful for direct orders to go zhead which
could be exhibited to the Commission, as, of course, your
letter cannot.

I am

Respectfully,

HERBERT PELL.
1 Enclosure
Copy of letter to the
Rt .Hon.Anthony Eden.
H:0

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 13, 1944,

My dear Bertle:

I am in receipt of your letter of June 5,
1944 with further reference to the inclusilon
in the work of the War Crimes Commlsslon of
erimes committed by Germany agalnst the Jews.

I am informed by the Department of State
that this and other questions deemed to be
pertinent to your work are now beilng consldered
by the Department of State in collaboration
with the War and Navy Departments, and that 1t
is hoped that adequate instructlons wlll be
going forward to you within the next few days.

These lnstructlons will be of a character
which you can use before the Commlssilon.

Very sincerely yours,

h#1fﬁ;:;;"ﬁé&NJé;EEZ:zﬁcylgp_““ﬁﬁuﬁ
The Honorable

Herbert C. Pell,
Commlsgioner for the United States
on The United Natlons Commlesion
for the Investigation of War Crimes,
Ccare of American Embassy,
London.
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Ibid., Vol. IX, Yo. <1k, July 51, 1343, p. 62
"Refuge in Yeuiral ounsries for xis Lealers,"”
Statament by the  rexident
(%oleased to the press by the ‘hite House July 30)

*n sugust 21, 19452 1 isaued a st tement to the press in which after
referring to the orimes ag:iast innocent persons comad. tted by ‘xia
powers [ otated:

the

"7he Unlted ¥ations re going to win this war, <hen victory
has been achieved, it is ‘he purpose of the inited tutes, as I mow it
is the rurpose of eash of the United Yations, to make appropriate use of
the information ani eviience in reapeot of thase barbaris crimes of the
{nvalers, in ‘urope and in Asia, Tt sesms only fair that they should
mm;mmatﬂnmmmmmmulmuhsmu
muurlﬂmthuvmmtﬂn-hinhmqmnarnppnsdnimdnr
wer for their mots,'

On otsber 7, 1942 | stated that it was 'the intentlon of this
Lovernment that the suogesaful close of the war shall ioslude _rovlsion
for the s_sender to the lnited latioms of war criminnla,"’

"he wheels of justice hsve tumed constuntly sinoe thone state—
sents were issued and are atill turning, There are now rumora that
yussolinl and members of his Fnscist gang mav altempt 10 toke refuge i.
asutral cerritory, < me isy "itlor und his gong and Tojo ani his geng will
te trying to sscepe from tisir countries, I find it difficult to believe
that nay neutral country would glve asylum to or extend srotection to ay
of them, | oan only say that the Coveynment of the United totes would re=
gard the sction by » neutral goverment in uffording asylum to ‘xis lealers
or their tools as inoconsistent with the -rincicles for which the United
ations are fighting -u! that the lpited tates Government hopes that no
aeutral governuent will permit its territory to be used as a .lace of refuge
or otherwise assist such perzoms in uay effort to sacape thelr just dsserts,”

M.Pﬁﬂ

"Inatructions to ‘mericen Ui lomatis eprese-tatives in Seutral Jountries,

“"The 'epartment of taote relessed to the press at 7130 peite, July 31,
the Collowing st-tement:

*The diplomatlo representetives of the Lulted tntes in _toockholm,
‘niara, }edrid, lisbon, Sern, Vatloan Uity, snl Buenos ‘ires hiwe been in-
struoted by the epartment of tate o bring the sresilent’s stotement to
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the attention of ths Covernments to which they are scoredited,

The Lritish represent:tives at the cbove places i the repre=
sentntives of the Uniom of loviet ‘ooialist 'eyublios in tockholm
and ‘nkara sre making simil~r repressntations.”
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TH2 WHITY HOUSE
February 12, 1544
FARINGTOR

‘& doar Bertia:

[ have just recelved your letter of January 27 regarding the work
of the Yar Crimes Commeeion and am glad t o nots that it Ls progres=

aing lavorably.

Tou stata that g to pecple who have commlttod erimes azainat
ths nationals of moye than ons gountry, or who haws directed inhuman
nolicies in Germany, tha cunssnsus 1o tha' the: should ba tried by
an intermitional tribunal which should not ba bound by too atrict
rulos of awvldenoo,

I agrse with ou that aotion in thes: oasea should be taken as
mipldly as nomalils, but I thin® that the quastion as to the nalture
of th intern tional tritunal is ons that shsuld bes wery oar=fully
conaldarad. Iff the tribunal 1s cosposad of luriets choeen from
olvwil life, it is onl reascasble to suprose that It would move wery
Caytlousls and mioht more resdily lond itsslf to reasort by the acousad
and his counssl to lagalintie and dilator: tacties, «hils I 4 not
moan 4o say that auch a tribuaal should be rulsd out, [ should be
inolinad to thint that more :xoeditious rooults would be obtalnsd,
aad sartans with an eyual masure of fustice, i 1t wire made un, 80
Par as nosalbls, of atle men chosan from the millta y tranchse of the
aorviea., After all such o2eoals know or ahould « ow wizt the rulaa
of warfare are asd sho 1d bs able rawdlly to dstsct violatlons ol

hose rulez and to giva oroocer considamation to evidsace.

T a: glad to kiow that tha Comdssnion ia imprenssd with the
nyos sity of swedy ac'ion, I anm informed th.t the Department
of Stata is alsn anxious that the wholas matter should be accalaw
rated as mich as posaibla, and that 1t is ssading you inatructions
omtalning suggestions concerning the work of tha Commdnalon,

Tery sincerely yours,
{?gnd] "ranklin D, Roosavelt,

Tha Monoratile

axrbert C, P2ll

Comdasionsr for te (nited Statea ou the United
fations Commloslon (or the Inveatigation of iar Crimes
imorloan imbasay, London
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March &, 15Gk4.

Dear Mr, fresident:

I hrve received your letter and will do whet I can to pet scldiers on
the bench of judges, I think it can be dome, and I shall fight to the last
to follow your instructlions,.

T am not writing this letter, however, os Commiusioner, and certainly
not as an old friend., I &m an imericsn citizen interested in the future of
my country and a himon being interesied in the good of the race,

From my obscrvation of the Unlted States, and slso from what I have seen
abroad, it seems to me that your retention of the office of President is al-
most vitally necessary for ihe good of the United Statea ond for the future of
the world, Certeinly American leadership can be mainteined by nobody else.
You have ths ccnfidence of all forward-looldng and hopeful pecpls, This could
not be immediately transferred to any succesaor, however capable,

The Continent of Burope, with about three-fifths of the white pecple of
the world, would accept Amcrican leadership with sume confldence, where Russian
or British would be received with suspicion, As far as the Undted States is
concerned, I belisve that most of your refarms have became 30 set in the minds

of the American people that no responsible Party cculd sericualy injure them.,
the Aldrich idea

Even the Harding snd Coalidgs gang midld not try to establish

¥ost reapectfully,
HEREERT PELL

The President,
Tha Whita Hounra.
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BY AIR POUCH

London, November 13, 1944

My dear IMr. President:

I wont to toke the lfirat occaslon to congratulate you on your re-
election, which aas been weleomed throughout the world,

The War Crimes Commission, to whlch you were good enough to eppoint
me, has been meeiing for more than a year, It has made some progress,
although much too little as far aa its original purpose is concerned,
Very few names of persons accused of war crimes heve been sent in--alto-
gether, well under a thousand., e have, however, recommended setting up
courta for the trial of vertaln classes of prisoners who cannot conven-
iently be tried by national courta, We have also recommended certain
terms to the Armistice Commission, nn? have maked for the retention of
the entire Gestapo. Incidentelly, in my opinlon, membership in the
Gestapo, which is u voluntury organlzution, should be punished by a sen-
tence of at leest ten years., I should like to have your opinlon on thils,
I know there is & zreat deal of legal objection to 1t. I you foprove,
I think I can get this through the Commission without using your name,

Generzlly tihe mamberas of the Comminsion feesl thet 1t has been let
down, especially by the British law offlcera.

I heve been, 2s vou can imagine, sitting on dynemite lor the last
several months. The nuestion of +the treaiment of Jews In Germany has
been seversl times on the voint of expleding, both in the Cormission and
in Parliement. The continued refuasl of Lhe Britlish Government even to
answer the letters of the Tormisalon on this subject haa mode it very dif.
ficult, end I, in spite of frequent renuests, have not heen asuthorized to
throw the off{cial force of the United ~totes into the dlscussion. Having
been State Chairman of Hew Vork I knew whet the effact would have been
if 1t had been publlshed by your enemles thut nothling hud been done on
this subject, .t last I breathe easily rnd feal thet I can act much more
freely on this mztter than tefore,.

I hope that the Depertment will order me back in December, when I
can see you und also attend Claiborne's wedding. I do not like to troubl
you, but I really believe it would be s good thing if I could see you for
at least half an hour, 2

Respectfully,

HEREZRT PELL

The President,
The White House.
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BY AIR POUCH

London, November 16, 1944

Dear Mr,., Tresident:

At the meeting of the War Crimes Commission yester-
day Dr. Fcer, the representative of Czechoslovakia, made
a statement, of which I enclose & COPY.

It was decided by the Commission that 1t would be
best to ask me personally to convey to you the congratula-
tions of the Commission on your re-election. This in it-
gzlfiia sufficiently irregular for an International Com-

88100

There can be no doubt that the unanimous opinion of
the Commission is that the interests of the world in gen=-
eral, of the Tnited States, and of each of their countries
in particular, has been well served by vour re-election.
Moat of the members, as individuals, expressed to me before
November 7th their hope that you would win.

It is quite certain that the me jority of the Commission
believe that the success of our work, &s the success of so
many other things, depends almost entirely on you, even
though they do not know that it was at your request I forced
through the recommendations for military courts, the advan-
tage of which most of them see at the present time.

I can mssure you that you have not a more solid and con-
vinced group of admirers and supporters.

I should be grateful if you would send for me. I think
our interests would be served by a personal report.

Respectfully,

H7:JG HPRBERT PELL.

The Tresldent,
The White House.
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Sinos our last meeting, a great event has coowrred widoh
is of importance for the ceuse of the Allies in general and for
the work of our Commission in partioular.

Franklin D. Roosevelt has been re-eleoted Fresident of the
United States.

211 leaders of the United Nations are oomtributing to their
utmost to the common effort of our peocples and in addition each
m#mmhmme.ugﬂum“m
share,

When I try to find the special personal contribution of
Preaident Roosevelt, it seems to me that it lies in the moral
mmﬂﬁohMth#ﬂmhmtw.

All hie declarations, especially those dealing with the crimes
of our enemies are throughout, mey I say, imbued vdth the highest
sense of moral responaibility. Mot ene eingle word of his pro=
nounoements is merely propaganda. All his statemsats without
ecoeption, mwdmtf-mmm
determination to do his utmost in order that the promises of the
United Nations Lesders ommcerning the punislment of /Axis criminals,
should be fulfilled.

Therefore, Roosevelt's re-election is a further guarantes to
us that our work will not be a failuse lile the work of our pre-
decessors in 1919, when very solem statements were very soon ccmpletsly
abandoned.



Inmtnmdingahlmdmﬂl&ﬂmHMt
Roosevelt, on behalf of our Commission. I do mot regard this as
being merely an eot of intemational courtesy. It should express
mmﬂhﬁfamwtmmmﬂtmmfﬂm—
ﬂcﬂmthntﬂ.thhhhﬂp.nnhﬂlhnhhtuuﬂ:‘aﬂﬂﬂ
mlhmﬁnnmtdhahtnthmlmmﬁmur-
world devastated not only by arms but also by the orimes of our
m.mmmmmumutmmmm. Otherwise
mﬂmmmmmmmnmmmuh
vain.

The text of the telegram which I suggest, would reed s follows:

"jr. President,
The United Hations Viar Crimes Comuission send

you sincere congratulations mmmm. e reallse

ﬂthmﬁhﬂlﬁnpﬂtmﬂlmﬂtma“utumm

inthnput,byywrduhmﬂmlmmhsthlpmilhnt
of the crimes committed egainst humenity Ly Germeny, Japen
and their /1lies. ‘e are couvinced that in the future, with
ymrhlp.nﬂﬂlhnﬂntnmmmmm
nﬂmmﬁiﬁhhﬁlmﬂlmmﬂmﬂtbmdnd
the restoration of law and justioce.

slr Ceolil Hurat, Chalrmen."
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THT MIT: HOUSC
February 12, 194
FASHINGTON

iy dear Bertie:

I have just recelved your letter of January 27 regarding the work
of the War Orimss Commission and am glad t o note that it is progres—

ﬂiﬂ,‘i Favo mb]’-

You atate that 18 to peopls who have commltted erimes agalnst
the nationals of mors than ons eountry, or who havs directed lnhuman
golicies ln Jermany, the conssusus is tha’' the: should be tried by
an intarnitional tribunal which should not ba bound by too atrict
rulea of avidenoe.

I agrss with ou that action in thes: cases should be taken as
rapidly as nosalble, but [ think that the quastion as 1o the nature
af th intsrn tional tritunal is one that should ba wery oarslully
conaidared, [f the tribunal is composed of lurlats chosen from
olvil 1ifs, it is onl reasonabls to suprose that 1t would move very
anytlously and miht more readily lend itsslf to rasort by the acousad
and him counesl to lagalistic and dilator tactics. vhile I d not
m:an to say that such a tribunal should be rulsd out, I should be
tnelinsd to think that more sxpeditious results would be obtained,
and sarfmos with an squal measure of lustice, if it wors made ua, 80
far as nossibls, of aule men. chosan from the milita y branchass of the
sorviea, After all sush oeosls kmow or should koow wizt the rules
of warfare are acd sho.ld be abls resdily to dstact violations of

hoss rules and to give sroper considesration to evidence.

I a: glad to «now that the Comdsaion ia impressed with the
neos. nity of s»eedy ac'ion, I am informed th.t the Decartment
of Stata is also anxious that the whols matter should be accoles
ratad az mich as possible, and that it iz sending you instructlions
contalning suggestions conosrning the work of the Commission.

Very ainosrely yours,
(3gnd) Pranklin D, Roosevelt,

Tha Flonorable

Harbert C. Pell

Comdacioner for the United Statea on the United
Hations Commlssion for the Iavestigation of Far Crimea
American ‘mbassy, London
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THE WHIT:Z HOUSE March 1, 1944
WASHINGTOR

My dear Bartis:

I am in receiot of your letter of February 16 P@gumiing the
jurisdiction of the War Crimss Commission with rzspsct to german
saboteurs and Jews in Germany.

Thers can be littls reason for disagracment on the gensral oro-
nosition that Germany and her satellites should b r vuirsd to answer
for atrocities against the Tews, /I do not undertaks, howsver, “o pasz on
tha extant of the juriadi-tlon of your Commission in these mattern,/ fre-
somably it would extend to anr ecases arising durin; th2 war ceried; of
which thare are meny, Those ocecurrin: b:fors the war peried or which for
othar reasons may not Call within thas catopory of war erimea, will have
to ba dsalt with by the United ilations. [ should suo-oss, howewvsr, tnat
a largs sercentags of the oerpetrators of atrogitise in the ore-war -eriod,
huve also comrdtted, or have beon ifmolicatzd in the comuission of, atroe-
ities during th: war oeriod, and hanes will be subjaet to punishmnt as
war criminals.

Tha matter concerning Gervan nationals who havs committed acts of
sibotage ia Germany, .= somewhat differsnt. In tha first slace, I can lmg:
that thers would be sreat difficult: in dstsrminin; whether the sabcteurs
actad bapause of exhortations by radio from the United Statzs or Great
Sritain, or whather thay simply acted on tha basis of thair owr fzelings
and instinets. In the second =lace, = would bs going rathar far %o
undertaks to ounish officials of an eneny country for penalizing its
own nationals for acts of sabotage azainst that country. All gountries,
ineludins our own, nanalize such acts. Trsatment accorded by Jermany
to nationals of the United lintions for acts, or alleged acts, ol' aabo-
tage is, of course, a different matter, and might well Call within the
Jurisdietion of ths Cormisaion.

Thesa views ar:z for your conlidential guidunce,
Very sinecaraly yours,
FRAUKLIN D. ROOSZVILT
The Honoralle Herbert C., Pall

Comiissioner for the Unitsd States on th: [nitsed bations Commizsion
for the Investi ntion of War Crimes. o/o American “mbassr, Loadon
hil
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