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'Tha Wh ite Houae 

'l.'aah1nr ton 

;,y doer 141' . Pella 

/. e you tray know there 1a about to be 
Mtabllshed by the un i ted lla t1ona a Com1e­
alon to i meetifl&te war or1Ma ool!lmltted by 
tho /lxh PQWera and t heir apenclea. Tho 
Com"::b a1on will heft 1ta aeat ln Lond011 . 
I should be ver y tlad to ho•e you represe nt 
thi a Co?arnmant on tba C~aaion. ~ater 
deta1la concerning Whlch may be obtained 
froa the Depart111ent of State . wHh whoae 
offlolala you may dee1re to cont'er. You 
" ould be paid a aalel'T of $9•000 a yea.r 
plus costa or trene portatton to a nd f rom 
London and the cuatomal'T par d lem Whlle 
outeldo the Un i ted Statea on tha work of 
tho l:ouun18a1on. 

11' you are w1111118 to accept tbe 
dealgnot1oo• I eugteet t hat :rou a rrange 
to call on apJroprlate ot f1clab of the 
I'.e!l"-rt!llen t ot St ate ot an early date . 
o1nca l t la daalre4 t ha t you shall proceed 
to uondon a e s oon aa poa olble . 

The Honorable 

Very tru~ youra • 

Pranklln D, ~ooee.alt. 

:le rbert Pell 0 
~nlckerbocker Club . 

805 Fltth ;;venue . 
New Yor\r , rl , Y. 



Aucuut 28, 194) 

r eor Mr. President: 

I am still weit1n~ in Dutchess County for pe~1es1on to 

proceed to London. 

I believe t h»t t f T were there now 1 c~uld do useful work, 

or a t les s t preporo tho way eo that t he work done l atar '•ould be 

better o M more e!'!'ect ive . Ala:ost e ll the task of tho "lo. r Guilt 

Commhsion is new work on~ 1 t will hDve to rrcp,. r e its instrll!l!Pnts 

from thn ~;round up. It ~ "OMS t o oo non~ too c r rly t o be,..in . '' ven 

tho~J€!h the Committt' o does not ro• et off i c i a lly, 1 t Wt>U l t:l he possible 

t or n e in Lon~on t o ~et to know the tt1tude of the v ~riouo govoBn­

ments i n exile , an~ p,et u better i t! eu of vthut i o i)r ctie •• uy obt t. in­

sble. I o:n cor t ... 1nly doing no good over h" re. I c.m !lure 1·ou un~ er­

st~od how interested I nm in the j ob which lies o!le .. d o r us . nd t•ovt 

a nxious I am to pot sta rted i n the 110rk, w!:ich I could clo :>re• r utory 

t o the offioiul meet i ng vl" t!1e Co:nm1cn1on , 11' I •tere in Londo., . 

I wish :tou would cooe ove r here now und nee oy pl - c e . >ince 

you were hero 1 hu ve been h .. v1nt• more fun thon " b •• rrel of r.:otf e::s 

d1rectio~ u bulldozer nnd a ateum s hovel, run by tho sQllle oont r ctol' 

who exonva ted for )"Our 111>rr• ry. H~ ~oltl me :.f tho obvious e njo: .c:J ; 

you got out of •.retching the _uol.inea nt work. It is certainly l'un 

!leoing it oruoh throueh grove a of 11 ttle locusts like t.. mowing m...c.l} :111 

acr ose a l awn . 

I lunched with David Oruy tile other duy •• t t he !lniokerboo<cx· . 

It will be u grea t pl <'aoure t o be in his nei ehborhood, ~n~ I hope t l.1.t 

you will send me there us soon a s you con. 

I should be obli ged if you would let ~e sea you for u few 

minutes in the neur !'uture. 

IWD 

Respectfully, 

Rerbert Poll. 

The Preaideot , 
The Wh1 t e l'ouee . 





J..onaou , Jauut>ry 27 , 1944 

nea r 1.11·. President: 

I have J ust read \lith /li'OO t interest your 

utotement setting up the · inr Refugee Dourd, in 11hich 

you say , "It 1:; the policy of this government to 

take all :~easures within it!l power t o rescue the vic­

t1:ns ot' enemy oppression who a r e in i runinent danger 

of dea th and other wi se to afford such victin::l all pos­

sible relief end assls~unce conDistent 11ith tlle suc­

cessful prosecution of the 11a r . " 

Tile wor!t of the 'lur Crimes Coruni!ision is pro­

~;ressing .favorably . The neubers seem united in tllei r 

P,eneral purpose . Th< othP.r d(>y there \<Us u t~lk at the 

Foreign Cl'f ice between IU!lbaasudor :anent , 3ir n.nthony 

:;den , Sir Cecil ·r.1rst , Chairw•. of tlte Col'l.'llssion , o.nd 

me . Mr . ::den expressed the wish ~llnt th& Cor.wlission 

should get to 11ork as rapidly us possible . '.le ilrunediote­

ly organized ourselves officially und odopted rules of 

procedure. 

The general opinion or the Collllllission is tha t 

crimes co~itted by individuals RGOin~t the citizens of 

ony or the Uni tell Nat ions, or neninst their p1·oparty , 

should be tried by the nation affected . Of course 

traitors 
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traitors wbo hnve oooporuted 'iith tbc enoJIIY will be 

attended to by their own fellow citizen:~ . ThJ.3 18 

in &ccordonco with \/hot you told au in 'ltoshincton. 

Mh!'re re=ins , hoYJove r, a very lcrgo clo 3s or people 

who ha vu co:mi t t od orinos ueains t tho c1 t i zens of 

nero.. thu n one country , or who have di rected inhumn.o 

policies in Cernany itself. Tho consen.Jus i u that 

these >~i ll have to be tried by on internt. tional tri ­

bunnl \lhich nus t be able to act ;>retty freely on tho 

'!IIOStion of evidence. Uunit'o:Jtly , ~he type oi' ~:~ vi ­

dence ro;•Jired in a !lew Yor k court 11111 be unovn1lnble . 

7h1o course 1R untiof:tctory to tlte Chair=n unC. to the 

British Government. 

I t oce.cls ole:.r ~:v t un1es:; sone muoninery of 

ju3t1co, Ylhich Cl'n uc t ru pidly t.ncl riroly , i:~ pr ovi ded 

before tbe deroo.t or Cor!JltlnY and J'c.pun no p011or on 

God ' s o·een earth cun prevent u r;ruut aoul or ;>r lvat e 

revenge , cn~en by the eoldicr s or countries which for 

years b~ve 3Uffored unuor the brutality or the Cer~n 

.\rey. l'or :hia reason ! :>.~ Juccestine. upeod on the 

pOrt ol' tho Co:llln30i<m. De l u,y anu undue leuul1om will 

cel·ta l nly make it impossible t o execute the pol1c1eo 

lfhioh :;ou huv& outlined ln cany at~>ter.~ento , both o ft 

your o>~n bat and in collaboration t11th the ouchor1t1oa 

of ocher count1·1es . These atatll!lents huv e been 

r eceived 



received throughout the world with the utmost en­

thusiasm end have been almos t the only f oundation 

of hope ror nearly a thousand million people in 

~urope and in Aoi a , who uni te in a demand for j us­

t ice more deeply (und certainly more per manently ) 

felt oven t hun their r equest for the mlcesDiti es 

of life . 

I nm extre~ely proud to be your agent in 

sat i sfying t his desire . I do not fear the r espon­

sibil i t i es , but I need your support . 

aespec tfully , 

Herbert Poll . 

The Pr esident , 

The ·,/hite House. 



Bt AIR POaOII 

Dear 1:r. <'resident& 

A very i&por bnt quoet.ion of pollc7 is goi.Qg to .,._ up 
IOOil 1n the liar Crimea ca.dsaioa.. 

l'ihat are we to do about the J ewa in ~tllUII\7 and the ~ ...... 
oaboteurs. For a long t ime the offici al radio of Great Britain 
and ot the United Statea baa beeD calling on Ge:rmana to oppose 
the PJ.tler Cove~t. A oertnin maabor he.,.., done ao; of theM 
saae haw been oausht 8Dd very badly treated. I t doea not -
rlght to tell thai that because they are ~= lla tionsla they 
are ent itled to no ;:>roteotion, even though, to a certain extant 
at least a t our inst iaat i on, they have done our worlt. 

There 1a alao the very tho"" queatioD of the J ewa in 
Ge~. The oftencea ~J&ainst thaa certainly ae.,... to be doaoril>­
ed in your phraae •orimea IJ&ains t lu.aanit;y" and are aure:l7 de­
""rvin& of pun1slll8nt. IJ' this lll&tter is DOt taken up by the 
War Crl.mea Coomisaion, there se.,..a to be no organizAtion in tbe 
world that can touch thoM who ha,.., pernecuted thcee untortlmat. 
people on ocoount ot their religion and thoir race . 

I undera t8Dd that in tbe l'reMibl.a of the Baaue Lie t of War 
Crimea adopted in the ear:!7 part of the Century, there wo.a a 
blanket phraM OOYerin& on-a a&ainat m-nit;y. In t..n;1 cue 
tbeae ot1'81108a -re .)uatit'ied by Bitl...-, at least part1all7, 011 
tha groUII4 that t1-.r atnqtbe tha ~,.... 11\llitary toroe. I t 
......., to - 110st doairable that they obould be considere4 by the 
War Craea C..Uao.l.Ga, bo.lt it I • to edYooa.te th1a with 11/d­
fioiallt Ti.Fr to get 1t tbrooap I .....,, U,.., YTNr direo' 8Dd d­
tu.Uw aupport. I do not ....,t to be&in auob a.n &ttaolpt unlaa.a 
I am relUIOII&b:l7 .,.... of euooeaa, "*'1ch 1 would loot, with the d­
ru-uw bo.okin& of the United St a tes Cove........,t. 

I believe that it we fail to taka th1a line Jewe all OYer 
tha world will fHl th&t they haft be., be~ 8Dd the trltmda 
of real .juatioa will be diaappointed. 

It ia, t'raol a le&a.l point of ?1-, a teohnioe.l &XtanaiCil 
wbich 10A1Q' of the~ ot tbe Ooeoiaal.oa will DOt loot willina 
to lUite witboolt ...- ac;;t • an dti.,..u ..,. euppon,.tJ<a ... , e.l­
tholl&h I - oerta.ia tl>t.t tbe '-,orlt;y would &eoept auob ....U.. 



LaadoD, Pebn.larJ' 16, 1~ 

A very aportallt q~>eat.icft ot pollq 1a goi.ag to OCII8 up 
IIOOil 1n the !;ar er~. Coal.aa1oo. 

llbat are we to clo about the J.,.,. 1n Co..an;r aDd the ConaNl 
caboteurs. ?or a long time the ottiotal radio ot Creat Bri\ain 
aDd of' the United Statea bAa ben calling on Germane to oppoM 
the 1'.1 Uor Cove.,_t, A certain m1nber han done eo; ot theM 
S<DO have been caua:ht aDd very badl,y treated. It Cloca not -
r1£)lt to tell U... thet beoeuae thay are Ge= 11at1onala the:1 
are ent iUed to no ;>roteotion, even thoiJ&b, t o a certain extent 
a t least a t our inaUat.tiOD, they have clone our work. 

'l'bere 15 alec the very thon1,1 q~>eatioo or the J .,.,. 1n 
Gezm&Q;y. '!'be of'teneea aaatnat U... eertainl,y ae- to be doaorib­
ed 1n your phraee •oriaea aao.inat lu&anii\T" and are aure~ cloe­
uerring ot puni.-ot. It tlda utter is not taken up by the 
'l;'ar Cr~a :cam1aaloll, there ,_ to be no organization 1n the 
world thet can touch thoM who haft persecuted theM IIDIOM>mata 
people oo !IOOOUilt or their reJ.i&1on and their race. 

I underatal:ld that 1n the Preaolble or the Baaue Liat or War 
Crimea adopted 1n the ear~ part ot the Century, there ..,.. a 
blanket phraM OOYer1q oriaea aat.inat IIIDaDit,y, !n U>:f ..... 
theM ottenoea •re juatifiecl by Hitler, a t least parti~, on 
the ~ that tllq atre~~~~ the eo ..... mllitaJ7 toroe. It 
....,.. to • 110at <Ma1rabla thet they ahould be eons1dere4 by the 
War Crl.Oiea ec..daaiaa, llut 1t I • to a4'1'00&te th1a with ad• 
t 1o1ed n.,.. to get 1t tlazvu&b I ... t haw your diriiO\ 8D4 al­
ru.&Uft aupport. I do not wan t to be&in auch an at"""'Pt ualeaa 
I am reuonablJ' .,.... ot ....,.,. •• , 'llbicb I would loot, with the at­
ru.&Uft baoldJic or the Uaitecl ::t a tea Cove..-t. 

I believe tb&t 1t we r..u to tate th1a u- J_,. all OYer 
the world will tael that they han be• bel:n1e4 aDd the tr1el>4a 
o r real juatioe will be cUa&j)pointecl. 

It ia, haa a lepl. point o r .n-, a tacbnlcal ext.aGaloa 
.tncb - or the ......_ or the """"' ••I- will 110t loot willt..& 
to aalce Yitb:lut .... =w• I an a.tnz.atiw llllppOrl,traa u, al­
~ I • oerta1a that the '-,.,r1t,y 'A'OUld aooept aooob l'UlUc 



March 16 , 1944 

Dear Mr. President; 

I received your letter of !/.arch lst in which you say, 
"There oan be little reason for disagreement on the general 
proposit ion that Germany and her satellites should be required 
to answer for atrocities against the Jews • •• • , Presumably 
it (the jurisdiction or the Commission) would extend to any 
oases arising during the war period, of which there e re many ." 

At a meeting of the Legal Committee today I propos ed 
this resolution . 

It is clearly understood that the words 
"crimes against humanity" refer , among 
others, to crimes committed against state­
less persons or against any persons because 
of their race or religion. Such crimes are 
judioiable by the United Nations or t heir 
agencies as war crimes . 

It is quite posoible that the wording will be changed at 
the next meeting, but I believe that I can get it through . 
Naturally I did not use your name as my authority. I merely 
said that I had adequate authority. There was some opposition 
based 4>n the theory t hat t his suggestion would have tar reaching 
consequences and would widen the scope of the Commission • s work , 
and some disagreement as to whether these offenses could could 
be considered war crimes. I am sure that the majority of the 
Commission will support me . 

Of course there can be no doubt of this if you could 
find tbe occasion to make a public statement on this subject a t 
your press conference, or if such a statement were made by t he 
State Department . There are numberless people in t he world, end 
millions in the United States, who, if you did this, would find 
their hope renewed and would rise and bless you, To extend tbe 

definition 
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definition of "war crimes" to protect t hese helpless unfort unates 
i s not only a humane act but a statesmanlike one . To say we are 
only interested in our own nationals is mer e chaffering . If a ny 
one is to be sure of justice , justice can be denied to no one . 

Respectfully, 

HERBERT PELL 

The ? resident 

The White Rouse . 



OFP'IC£5 OF THE UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE 

OH ,..& 

UNITED N ATIONS COMMISSION FOR T H E INVESTIGATION OF W AR CRIMES 

A.L."O " O HO UII:, 

Apr il ) , 1944 ,.ARK LANI[, W .t, 

!>ear r.lr . :President : 

Tn your letter or ~~reb lst , telling me that you believed that 
the ':/a r Crimes Commission had the authority to consider crimes 
epoinst t he Jews , you added t hat this was for my confidential ~uid ­

ance . For this reason I did not ouote you in t he Commission . 

The cajority of the member s of the Commission seem to believe 
that their authori t y to consider this nuestion is doubt ful . I have , 
however , succeeded in convincing them thet the ouestion should be 
taken up . For this reason t he following proposal will be consider ed 
at the next meeting of the Commission , April 4 : 

"The Commission is of opinion that t he nuest i on or 
the pun i shment or offences committed i n e nemy terri tor y 
s~einst enemy nat ionals or stateless persons on account 
or their race , religion , or political opinions , reouires 
immediate consideration . rynless other steos have already 
been taken , or a re in contemplation , with a view to such 
consideration , the Commission would be ready to under­
t ake this task , if the Constituent Governments so desire . 
The Commission 8ooordingly requests t hose Governments to 
state whet her they desi r e it to undertake a study of thi s 
ques t ion vri t h 8 vi ew t o maki ng recommendat ions to tllem 
upon it . " 

.\a fa r es I k.'low no organization would be able t o consider this 
quP.st ion as rapi dl y end efficiently es the Wer Cr ioes Co~ssion . 

For this reason I believe we should receive instructions as soon es 
possible to go eheed with this work . 

I would not dare to feoe the Jewish community, or ony other 
people interested in human j ust ice , if I left 8 stone unturned i n my 
effort s to punish the crimes commi tted against t hem . 

I trust that I may Aet the necessary instructions as soon as pos­
sibl e . 

Yours resoectful ly, 

H!:RI!t:RT ...,ELL. 

The "resident 
The ''lhite House . 



I 
BY AIR l>OUCH 

D1!CLA8SIPIZD 
SUllo [)opt. IA<I«. 1·11·11 

By R. II. Parb O.to AUG 31 \972 

London , June 5, 19LL 

Deer Mr . "resident: 

The Chairman of the Wa r Crimes Co~ission , 

Sir Cecil Huret , ie sending a letter to the 
Righ t flonorable Anthony Eden, a copy of which I en­
close. 

I have your letter tellinF ce that you be­
lieve t he powers of the Commission are already broad 
enough to cover the case of cri ces egainat Jewe in 
Carmany which occurred after t he declaration or war . 
I hnve been etendily tryinF to ~et the Commission to 
realize t hat this question must be taken up . At first 
there was some objection , but they have now almost al l 
coce around to that point of view, but a good ma ny of 
them , fearful or responsibility, feel that they should 
have additional instr uctions . I myself would have been 
ready t o have gone on at any time and prepared for this 
contingency , a nd I certainly will not cease my efforts 
except on specific instr uctions to do so . 

Not only your statements but those of the 
leaders or all the other nations have pr omised that some­
t hi ng will be done in this esse . I know your sincerity, 
and would be grateful for direct orders to go nhend which 
could be exhibited to t he Co~~ission , a s , of course, your 
letter cannot . 

lam 

1 Enclosure 
Copy of letter to t he 
Rt.Hon .Anthony !den . 

R" :O 

The President , 
The White Rouse . 

Reepootfully , 

HERBERT PELL. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI NGTON 

My dear Bertie: 

June 13 , 1944. 

I am in r ecei pt of your letter of June 5 , 
1944 with fUrther reference to the inclusion 
1n the work of the War Crimes Commiss ion of 
crimes committed by Gemany against the Jews. 

I am intonned by the Department or State 
t hat this and other questions deemed to be 
pertlilent to your work are now being considered 
by the Department of State in collaboration 
with th~ War and Navy Departments , and that it 
is hoped that adequate instructions will be 
going forward to you within the next few days. 

These instructions will be of a character 
which you can use before the Co~ss1on. 

Very sincerely yours, 

The Honorable 
Herbert o. Pell, 

Commissioner tor the United States 
on The United Nations Commi ssion 

tor the Investigation ot \Var Crimes, 
care ot American Embassy, 

London. 

• • 
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Ib1d,, Vol. n , 'lo, :<14, July .n . 191•'• P• 62 

;t.~t b,T the .,.,. id.ct 

(".oleued to the pntaa b7 tb& hi toe llouae Jul1 ~) 

• ~ ; ..,..._t 21 , 191.2 ! h - 4 a " t t-.t to lobe p re .. ita wb1ab at'ter 

nt!'eM'J.a& to U.. orlslea ~·inat 1Mooaot penona ccaa1tW by the ' Jd.a 

powers I ~• tatoll: 

' Lbo \.tUtoJ lot ion. ,... aoln& to win thia war. ben notoq 

tms been aohi~, it u J>.o purpooe or the Un.ited .t.utes , u I lenoir 1t 

is the •ur,JOM of oeo!> ot the ~rdted "aUcn., to ..U. awropriaw uae of 

the 1ntoruattcoa ao I .n_~enoe 1D nu•poot or U.S• b&rbarU on-. of tbe 

""-1 ..... , in · :urGj>O and in Aaia.. It - on~:r f air that U.O,. llhould 

h:ml tbia n.r:uz. tba t :.he tiae rlll ooae when !hoy llhell haw to a taM ita 

oourta of X.. SA tM 'tf¥rY OCN:>triea whlch tiM)' are now O!'Pre:.a1D& and ..._ 

nr tllr their ~ate. 1 

~ o tober 7, 191.2 • a tate! tbot it ... ' the 1ntenUQft of tbia 

'""'".,._' tlla~ tbe euoae .. atul olo~ or th" n r ahall i.Dolu.le , .,...bi<XI 

tor the s .-nli<loer t.> the ~nited :<ntioaa or war cr:l.a.1nau .' 

:'ho "'-1• or Ju >tiae ~u.,. t urned oon&t -.ntl,:r dnoa tlx>..,. atate­

""'"ta ""' i • ..ed aa! ""' ~tul t.ur:l1AQ. n ... ,... " " no~• n.ao.ra that 

~W180l1a1 6114 ......tloora of hla l 1uooiat i:an& '"~ " ~t to taka rol'll£0 1 . 

ooutnl ,.rritor:f, no .1-;y •:tu r Al bia gone an i ooJo an i hi• &Ill& rlll 

ll<! t...., ins to eaoape rrc:a t !ut i r O'li.ID~ri••• I t 1nd \ t d\tf!.Dul t to boU"" 

tl-.at ":! neutral OOUDtry would atvo a3yluoo to or extcud ,•t'Ot ooti<XI to ~ 

or u-_ ! '""' only aq t.l>at tbe ..a<r ....-nt ot tho UoiteJ t· wa woul4 rc­

aard tbe eoticn by a neutral aown-.t ita atii>Nill& aqliD to lde l eo.Jera 

or their tool.a u l.noooaiatent with th,. orino1 >Us tor wl\1oh tbo vrdte4 

..,u.,... are ritJltlllc c.l tb.~ t the c U-.! b tea U)91)~t hopea that DO 

noutr.l EOftm:OOCt rlll .,.noit Ha !.err1tor:f to bo u...S u a ~or .. lll&e 

or o lhorri• auiat ouob vencna 1n '·:"\'J or tort to "*''ape Ul• 1r juat doser t a . • 

Ibtd. , P• 62 

"l'ho .,~tot te ta n •laased to t ho preaa a\ 7:~ P .... t JulJ' Sl, 

l.t.o tollooriJis ·"'-' ' 

·~ JhJ.aat.tio ~ .. aen toUw~ or tbe <miteJ ~· tea 1o ~tood>ola, 

•.ruara, ll....u1.4, :.idleD, !Sem , Vatloa.D ..;u:r, m l a.- ·.tree '-"""' bee J.D. 

atn.ot.J ~ tbe .,.,,...t~rnt or tota t-> ~rlna tbe .-reaWeot' • ot - • to 



tbe att.erttiOG ot tb6 Covo....ct. to tlh1ch tbe7 are 1100nteU.Wd. 

n.. lfl'1tl.ab repr.,.ent >t i""• at tb6 aloclvo ~ ni tile J"'V19" 
- t11ti ... a ot tbe Uu.iOG ot ...ortet .Jooialiat e;>Ubl1oe l n toctbola 
on.J ·.n~cara are lliMia£ a1aU~r rep...-tatiorul. • 
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' ;rr . '10U'.3:Z 

\ -,."C GTC:. 
l'obruo.r;T 12' 1 ?U. 

I !vtw )Wi t nooe1 v&d your letter or JonUII.ry 27 rogardl.ng tho worl< 
or t.'lc •t\r Ortm>o l:olMiioaiou n.'ld at11 g l t\J t o no to t hat 1 t La i)tOgnuo­
llirld r&.v >rnbl,y. 

You ahto t ~t a to r>e09h w'>o hwo oolllld t tOO crll'l)d 3,; '11n»t 
~ ru>ti<>-.ala or t:Ol't t '"''' oo~ oount r;, or who h!lvs diroctod iahu:N\ 
:.olleia.1 <n A r.:1,Y, t "' coru~ .# .... Ia t .'\ tho ab<Nl1 bit ~rled l:!r 
an in tom Uonal •rlbwJAl -.bic'l ";ouJ.d not b3 bo=d by too atrlot 
rulod ot .,...,l,lf.t . .oa . 

I sgr.u wit'l o~ th'~ 4Ction Lro t >tae ' MMa a.'>o J.cl bit t.lloon AD 
l:"\flldzy "" 'lO ·~i ~l<t , but ! <-hin'· t 1oH t '-.o 'l'Y.>ation "" to t l., n t~ra 
o!' t 1 i n t->m tio"'al t rttvnnl. ia onJ t'ln l "'"Uill be very ~ru lzy 
CO!lt\L<l.,red. Ir t ... o trlburu\1 l n co,.pooa<l or lur l " t " choeen rr->n~ 

clV c l Uro , l.t La 0111 NMO-'\'\I.l " to 8 U?>O,\Q t 1oAt ~t 'NO~ J 111)110 V)l'l 

··•11tl01.1:>l. 1\ .4 •!11 ht mro re ..clll,y 1 ·~11 i l" ·•lr t.o ~aort b lito aoou.ood 
o.:.d !U.a CO• .,. l to l.,~nl.lntic t\rlo\ 111'\tor · tactic&, hlb : I .ot 
"' '1!1 to ,..,, !.lv\1 uuc~ 11 trlWn!\1 nhoul.d bo ruhd out, 1 ISh.o<tld bo 
lnolb ..d to t '>ln t h'\: CON x-,.,d t loua r 1.<1a la woul.'! ba obhin!Od, 
e.;-:.} -,or . \"'I.:J w\ U\ A.:. l!t ,\13J. ':BMUN of 1\LaUce , 1f it ·• ~M md.-3 U? t 0 ) 
r'U' 'UI 'lO&>.b1>, or ~t. .. le ':1m C"OS>I• r ro .. t 'llt al.ll t'\ J ~MilO >J8 or tl\e 
... ·rviOl . .U" )r o.ll ouch !»ee"')ll kn.,., or ahould ~ 3W' • .~t t.h4 r...l.,a 
ot ..-u1' •rJ llJ'O 1! 11"' ld bo nblo r~ od1lt to ~t•ct violaUo .a o~ 

'o.l&3 ruh~ a..J to t~iV·l >ro ..:r oo""•-'•rot1on to ovido.:'loe , 

! 4 Kl'\u t.o k .. ow t.l\1\t t"" Co:n .i~"lon 1o i>~rontJod w1 t h t ho 
1\!08 lt;y of o>Oo<lr 1\o' ion. I <>lll1nl'ot'J.'I'Jd th ~the Ootl<\rtcmnt 
or 'lht.1 1t1 n.la1 ~xlOW! t ... tt l '\0 whob m t ter should bo 1\00410• 
rat.$cl M ...,.,., u i)O.•Biblo , &l1d th~~ 1t 1a aondlng y ou 1nal """tlona 
oantahL~.; OU1!3 .. tlo:13 co::corntr.;: t ho 'ltOOrl< or tho Co:mdoaton. 

TbD 'Tonoral>la 
'torbert c. ~u 

Very einc»l'ltzy yourn , 

Co:or d nu loMr ror t ,. Onl.tod St'\t.l a 011 t'v.l Un1 1:<>4 
::auone Comloaior. ror tb., lmloat:is"t101'1 or .. nr Crima 
Jlllrioo.r. :dlaaQy. l.ondon 



Dolor llr. 2reoidentJ 

I hAve roaoivod ~ l etter nnd wUl do whr.t I Cl\l\ to eot eoldica on 
the bm>Oh of ~. I tlWik it oan be doDo, and I oh411 fittht to the leat 
to follow your inotr\lotians. 

I om not 1:Ti tine thio l ot+.er, 1-~, c.s Ca:a:i:.&l.a=, e.trl oert&l.nl,y 
not as an ol.4 b-io~Dd. I bD "" Am<:ricaA citben intereated in the tllture of 
J11Y CQ.IDtlT and a '""""' beine intcre!lu.ci i."l the t;ocx! of !.'>e r~~Ce • 

.Prcm 'lllil ooecrvllticm of the !lnited StD.te:s, and also fioom "hat I have aoon 
abroad, i t ., • ...., to .., that yaur retention of the office of Preaident 1.n al­
moat vi toJ.J,y neceaear,r tor t ho sood of t he Ul\l.Lod Sto.tea and tor the tlltur. of 
the world.. Cer ~o.inly JmoricaA l oa.dorehip can be lllb.into.ined b;y nobod,y aloe, 
You heve the confidcnoo or al.l. t'or-Kord-locldl:l& ond hopeful people, Th1a oould 
not be im!lediatol;r tranot'orred to 8.1\Y aucceuor, howeVer CApable. 

The Continent of &lropo, with llboot threc-t'iftbe ui' <no white people of 
the 1r0rld, "ltould u:copt .&o;.;ri.oo:l lu.d.erahig with sGID4 eoni'idaneo, wherl llw>a1an 
or Br1tiah wwld be roce1vad n th ausplcrim, .la far aa the llu1tad State• 1a 
o_.-. I bol1ne that aoat ot' y<Nr rat~ have bcccr.e so set in t he .U..S. 
of the Mer1can paopa thlt no raspcmail>U Pan7 oould Hricual;r injure u­
IY• tho Jlard1.ns alll4 OooJ l <liit ;gg '01U not try t o utabliah the jldriob 1claa 
of a llingle l>&nk, 

I am 



BY AI R POUCH 

London, November lJ , 1944 

My dear !.'r . Presi d ent : 

I went to t c.ke the first occa s i on to congratulate you on your re­
election , which ,,c.s bften •.1eloomell throughout the world . 

The ·::ar Crimes Commission , t o whlch you "lere good enough to appoint 
me, has been meeting for more thon a year , I t has made some progress, 
a l though much t oo little as C;;t• Bs its orisl..'\a l purpos e i s concerned , 
Ver y few names of persons a ccused or wnr c rimes he ve been s ent in--a lto­
gether, well under a t housand . "le h&ve, however , recommended s etting up 
courts for the tri"l of oert t1in classes or prisoners who cannot conven­
ient l y be tried by nat ional court s , We have a lso recotnmended certain 
terms to the Armi stice Co1'11Jlission , nn~ hAve a sked for the retention or 
the entire Gestapo. Incidenta lly, in my opinion , m&~bership in t he 
Gestapo , ''lhich iK u v-.~lu:tt.,.I'Y OJ.'g< .. b ution , s!1oul d be punished by a s en­
tence or a t l ee. s t ten :r~at·s , I shoul d like to bove your opinion on t his , 
I know t here ts ~ 3!'en t det~l of l egul obj€ction to i t , I f :tou "'Jl!'Ove , 
I t hi n!< I can 3e·t t h1 s thrvugh the Commissi on l'!i t hout using :rour name , 

Generall;; t il~ L11!: lbors of t !<e Co:ci:>sion feel t~t·.t it has been let 
down, espacia l l :r by the Brit i sh l ew of'ficers . 

I heve ueen, as vou ca~ il'ngine, sitting on dynemito :i'or the last 
severa l months . T~e 'lUt'Sti.vn of t.h4 tt·e.~\.'Tlent !lf Jews in Gernany has 
been s ever., l times on t he ;>oint of ~xploding , both in th.o Cormission e.nd 
in Pe rliem.,nt . T;te continuud refusal or I. he Bri '".iah <¥.>vor "tment even to 
answer t he letter s of ths l';o•c"11ss1on on this s•1bject hns I"Ctle it V<Jry dif· 
ficul t, end I , iu spi t e of f requent requests , hnve not h cell &uthorized to 
throw t he official for c e of the U'\ited ~v•tse into ~.he d lscussion , Raving 
been St ate Ch«irman or !lew 'tork I knew dlCt the effect would h:t Vo! been 
i f i t had been oubll shed by your ene~es th~ t nothin~ hud been done on 
t his subject , .. t last I breathe easily ~nd feol thnt I can act mucb more 
f r eely on thts :>r; tter than ~<Jfore , 

I ltope that the De :>e.rt~~ent 1•1111 order :ne buck in December, when I 
can see you und ulso attend Claiborne ' s wedding. I do not like to t r oubl 
you, bu• I reully beliave lt would b b o cood thing 1: ! could ~ee you f or 
at lea st half a n hour . 

Re~pectfully, 

llERB'lRT PEU. 

Tbe Presi dent, 
The White House. 



BY AIR ProCB 

London , November 16 , 1944 

Dear Mr , President! 

At the meeting or the War Crimea Commission yester­

day Dr , Ecer, the representative of Czechoslovakia , made 

a statement, of whi ch I enclose a copy, 

It wee decided by the Commission that it would be 

boat t o ask me personall y to convoy t o you tho congratula­

t ions of the Commission on your r e-election , This in it­

self ie sufficiently irregular tor an Int ernational Com­

missi on . 

There can be no doubt t hat the unanimous opinion or 

t he Commission is that the i nterests ot the world in gen­

eral, of t he Uni ted St ates, end or each or their countri es 

i n particular, bee been wel l served by your r e- election , 

Most or t he members , as individuals , expressed to me before 

November 7th their hope t hat you would win . 

It is quite certain thot t he majority or the Commi ssion 

believe that t he success or our work, as t he success of so 

many other things, depends almost entirely on you, even 

t hough t hey do not know t hat i t was at your request I forced 

through the recommendat i ons t or military courts , the advan­

t age or which moat of them aoo at the present time . 

I can nesure you that you have not a rnore solid and con­

vinced group or admirers and supporters , 

I should be grateful i f you would s end tor me, I t hink 

our i nterests would be served by a personal report , 

Respectfully, 

HF.RBERT PELL. 

The " resident, 
The White House. 



stA!M!E ltJIKll. .. Kl m •ww or 
Ill!!"" lSH ,,. 

ss- - l&n -u.c ... .,_, -· baa "'' -ll'!il'lallll WJi.ob 

S. ol ~·- tor tile - ol the llllla ill .,.ral ana t« 
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emepUm, an ........ 1aw ol Rooeawlt'o c.- ana_, 

atano1nat1an to 4o b1o u-.t 1n ol'<lor that tbo p:aoboo ot tbo 

ladtell lhticu ~ """' mine U. ~t ol Ado cz1e!neh, 

IObol&l.4 be t\oltiu.t. 

TWon, Raao..-.U1o re oloot.ion S. a t\oMblar .......,._to 

"'" ""''- -'t 111ll110t ... t..u- l1lot , ... _.. ol-~ 

d.oo....,.. tD 1919, ,.,.. .......,. ~ atat.cta _.. '"'117 OOCD oaoplotal,y 
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I INI!BMt: .... una a ~ ar 00118ft.tulati.al to ~?rMS.cJat: 

a: n nelt:, an behalt' ot oar ea..teaian. I do 110t: npJ'Il t:bt.e u 

'bei.nc --.]3 8ll eot al in~u-J. OOUI'Wqo It: ai-ut «q:C'III 

Gal' groats.~ t..- bU put ...no- to our--': 11114 aur tilll­

'Yi.aUan that wUI:I bU belp, ... ~ball be able t:o oe.z'17 Clllt: our "'* 
-.t'lall.y and eo oant:rlbute to tbe ..-.1 ~tnloUan ar a 

.orl4 a-..tateot DDt Cllll3 'b¥ - but 6leo b.1 tbe on.. or aur -1-, 11114 to tbe reetc.ntiaft ot law aDd Jwotioe. otl:Jendae 

tile .U.1tary 'l'iot:or:r Mil tile -terial ~truot1an wwld be in 

'1'be text al tile teleanw whl.ah I ~t:, WOI&ld NOd a1 tollowa1 

"Mr'· ~,. 

'1'lw lh1te4 lle.ti.ana War ~· OaaiNi<:ft ewMl 

~ ~ OCliiCl'&tulatiana on ywr ~lloot1cn. \.a 1-H• 

wttb grau-.. u. sz-t ~ IIUpf'l01"t .1011 •"' to Gal' 1IOl'!c 

1n UM pant, l:J7 7GU1' «-larat1ana -m.S.as \be pmi~t 

ot tbe ~ OCIIIII1tte4 ~ai.ast m-mt,T l¥ ~. JapnA 

&1111 tbe:lr .u.u... 'lie are ~ that ill \be l'llture, with 

.Y'CIIl%' help, ... abal.l 'be able to oar17 Clllt our tu1t ~ 

lln4 eo oant.ribut>a to U. IIIOnll reoonat:Not101l ot tbe 'ftU'ld aftd 

tbe I'Wt:Cin.Uan ar law IID4 ,1\l.lt1oeo 

S1r OeoU llilnt:, Olltliman • • 
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T ; ; 1rr ·• :mU3' 

' )' clollr Berth: 

Fobn.l&ry 12, 1?1.4 

I ""'"' juat ....,.,l,..cl your lett.r or Janua.ry 27 ropn11ng the wori: 
or t .... { a.r Cri .... Ooaii.IJalO!\ IUld am slaJ t 0 DO to thllt 1 t 1• progre­

e111J I'&""!Ubly. 

'lou et-tte that •o to peo9b w~ ll~ve ooam1ttucl erim" n.;'\inat 
t'>o Mti o:>ala or l!l)n> t han oM oountry, or who hAve cUX\1otoll lnllumn 
oolioieo ln .:0"""1, he oon<>o~oo"" ln t'la tbe aiiOIIJ.c\ bo Lriod by 
,.,.. intern1tional t r l blwll. whlch a '>oul<l not bo bou:Jd b,r too atrict 

Nloa or orlclonoo. 

l ~~gr r.: wit'> o~ th'\t action ln thou e>sMa olio .ltl bo ~"\knn ae 

M"ldl,y "" 'lOo~ible , but ! thin'• t '>al t 'lO :p'>etion '\& t'> t '"' n·n~ro 
or t il i ntem tloMl lri• wuu i o 0<\•1 tl\n t. '"?uld bo wr.y cmr.orull,y 
cOonltHNd. tr th> tribwl!ll i o COnt>OOOd or luriste chOeOO rrom 
olTll Ure , 1t l o onl r '"'"oMblo t o Uup10Go t1~~<t it would tJDVo verJ 

.,., Uousl,y a.'ld ud ;h t mro "'<dl.~ l u'lll 1 1 MU' to r•oort b y tl\o accuaad 
:;.3 hie cou:u"l te t.,allatlo f\.'><1 d U •tor tactic • . •hib I d not 
"' "" to ssy tl\'\1 ouo~ 1\ tribuMl ahou.ld bo Nl-.d out, l ahould bo 

lnoll~ to t l\l.ni. tlt~ t mre '"""<ll tlowo rt.•ulta would bo obt~, 
a:V\ '>O r"rt;).:J Wi th A."l ~ .I.L11 "'':IU'UIU.nt Of fu.a Uce , if it WU"O :;ad-:t u:t, I);) 

t"r '\II '''"'"tbl>, ot &.lo 01011 ohoaon rro;o t >10 IIlli lA J brane-'>aa or the 
~ rvioo . Ar•or .Ul euoh ""o'>l.o lcnow or allould ;c ow .,.·,.t tho rv.lee 
or w.n'~re are "' 'd aho .1d bo able ~;,,.,tlilv to cl .. t.ct viola tiona o r 

hoa9 Nlea o.nd t o i!iW :>roper oona•d• l"ltiOn to evldenoe. 

I .._. gl.\d to l<now tl\.'\t t'le Com J.ulon b imprenoed wl. t ll tl\o 

n >oo • ll;y or a~ "" ' 10<1. I ... 1ntol"'l:l'>d tit l tl\o De""rtiDOllt 
or :;t..te 1a tlln anx.loua t 'l.t t'>o w!lob aU.r a.'>ould .......... 1 .. ~ 

rotod aa l!llOh aa pooeible , and t l\st 1t 1a •~nding you 1nalNctlOM 
oonta.ln.1!lg augaea tiona ooncomli'IJ tlto wori: or thll Comal.aaion. 

Til" llonorable 
'l<>rbert c. !'ell 

Very elnoorol,y yourt! , 

( Sgnd) "ranlclin D. Rooaevelt. 

Com.doo1oner ror t "' United St&taa on the lhli t<od 
:r&t i OIUI COJmdBu1on ror th~ Invoa t igatlol1 or ;:o.r Crin>:~a 

.W.rl<>An :d>aaey. I..On4on 
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t:o.rch 1 , 191,4 

I am in receiot or your letter or 'cb>'\JDJY 16 rog•.n\1!1,3 t!w 
juriac!iotion of tho 'Na.r Orin. a Conmiuaion w1 th res:>~ct to _,.rmo..., 
a'\botcu.r:~ at>.d Jovr.J in .;ern"J1Y. 

There can be li t.tle reaso:t tor di&~.;;r.lo::en t on the g'Jn~ro.l oro­
...aai tiO!'\ tlu.t " j.er.:f:lf"J and ~r S::Lt.dli t·.:a ~houl.J. i)~ r l!ui r •d l-O MUWCr 

ror atrocitiea a::;a.inet tl}~ rews./I do not u.nd..!!rt?...<") , ho~vor, • O pasa on 
th, ext,nt of the lul'i:>dt ·t i on ot yvur Corll'lioeion in thOJO me.tt~r'·/ ,>re­

B• ll\\\b1,t it would extend to 811'' caooe aria1ng dul'i".! t:,• wr oo riod, or 
which th~re: ~t"'' t!N\Y• /'.Choo.o oceurrin ; b rroro t:1a v.ur period or whic!• for 
oth 'tr r::aeon.H flWr not r"ll w1 thin t "te ·"Clt.l,;or· of w:l.r criroo o, will have 
to be d'al t ~ith b·, t ho i..hltod lAtionn. ! ahould s..:.~noce, ' •owever, that 
:l l 4t"g): "?~rce:tt!l;~ 04'10 t.he o~rnetrst.ora of" fttroci ti. _,~ in t~:) o·"e-W!lr 'eriOJ.\ 1 

h'lVO alS"> co:u:::itt.~N , Or h1,V,J ~~n iuolicat-Jd in t.'-.e CO!mi :uslon Of 1 atrnc-

1 tioa Cl. rL'; tl-n "¥1\r oe riod, .fU16. ·u:.c, will b: aub l.!ct to ounJ.a!\Q ·nt aa 

war criclnals. 

'l1u m tter ooHoe rnlng Cer·a:1 n-~. Uon'\J.u vdlo h"lv-..:# conrai tted aota or 
s '\boto.se 1.1 'iCr . IIJ.;\Y , :.r. :sonk1vthat dirfar, nt. In t'~le fir.Jt ,luoo , I ca.'l iwt,g: 

th.'\~ t rure ""uld be :r-~t diCficul t:: ln dot>r':d.nin; w'l>ther the s"'bcteur3 
I>Ct..d because or ex!>ort~tio'tl' lT.t r<Uiio tro"t t~ Uni ~>d !':t:lt>a or Great 
'iri tain , or .-ll;>ther t h-.y ai~J,:! o.et'>d on ,.,, b'\sis or tlnir o..,- f "elings 

a..n..\ in&tincts . In t"" ~ecor.d ?l:loe , -. would bo goi 1g ntll•r r_,r to 
Wl<lert.'lk4 to !"'nisr> of'rieiol3 of' o.n enor:u country ror !)enU.l.&ing 1 ts 
cm:1 Mtiorutls f or acto or <nbota;;e n;o'\J.not t hat eotmtcy . .\11 countries, 
inolucU.n.:: our O'f.rn , !)3Mllr.e such aot::s . tNo.tm.:nt JJ.ccordod by •Je:nmny 
t o Mtiono.ls o r tho United Hntions for octa , >r :>.lleged acttJ , o!' s>bo­
teee io , or cour~o , n dlf!'er<mt Jtl'lttor , !Uid l.ll.t:ht well fftll within the 

Jur1od1otion of the Cor.mlooion. 

J>!!A,;;a.r:rc D. NOO~~'V ;t.T 

The 'lonoru\lle Clerbert C. Poll 
Col!\' llnsloner !'or t.ho United ::Jt11tcs on t lu lirli tml '•'ltionn Com.,ll.oaion 
for thO" Invoati ·ft.tion or 'Nar Cri-n!s. o/o rlo)riot..n ·:~'\Bo ' • Lo.1don 

• 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024

