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One from Mps. Willjam Dieterle, Hollywood, Calif - about getting Friederich Vol
out of Ctm.p Duvernet ariece, France to kiexico T

One from Kurt Hosenfeld, 305 Broadway, NYC - asks that General Pershing be
recuested to cable Marechal Petain on behalf of the anti-Nazis in unoccupied

France., August 24, 1940

Hyde Park, New York
’ {) "';.
/ ;
J VA

My dear Dr. Kinpdon:

at Mrs. Toozevelt'® recuest I am
enclosins two telecrams which she has received,
Ste wonld be deeply prutefu. fbr whatever you
coild do to help in elther case.

Very aincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mrs. Rocseveltb

Dr. Frank Kingdon
Emergency Rescue Committee

122 East L2nd Street
New York, New York DD
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'" The attached re: BOHDMIL Lustig appears
to be only listing in files under name

of Lustig.
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October 22, 1940

My dear Dr. Kingdon:

Mrs. Roosevelt is sorry that this
reply to bhe inquiry which she made on the
ease you sent to her on October &4 1» not more
encouraging. However, she knows of nothing
else which might be done about 1it.

Very sincerely yours,

DD



My dear Mr. President:

Attached 18 a memorandum for Mrs.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WABHINGTON

October 11, 1940.

Roosevelt.

It 1s assumed that this is the form in which you wanted

it.

Enclosure:

Memorandum for
Mra. Roogevelt.

Letter with enclosure from

Frank Kingdon returned.

The President,
The White House.
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FRANK KINGDON Do
a
122 EAST 42nd STREET -1
NEW YORK, N. Y. J"L

October 4, 1940

brs. Frankli.n DI Rﬂ“ml‘b
The White House
'“hinﬂtﬂn, D'l G.

iy dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

As a human dooument and a detailed mccoumt of
one family's experiemce, this paper will, I am sure,
be of interest to you.

The inevitable question is, what ean we do

about it? The answer to that I do not lmow. Perhaps,
nothing, but I am sure that it will stir you.

Cordially yours,

{]'}x'r;’
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MEMORANDUM FOR MRS, ROOAEVELT

These individual cases are distressing. Ome can-
not read them vithout definite ssntimental reastion.

Is is partioularly difficult in Washington te
mwnmﬁ-murmm.w
the law the consul is vested with an authority of
wvhich the exesutive offisers Of the Department of State
are unable to divest him.

General imstrustions have besn sent sonsuls %o
regard generously the preference liste whish have been
subsitted by the President's committee, Dr. Stephen
Wise, Mr. Willlsm Greem and several others. However,
the instructions also contain injumotions to the com-
sules that .mr must be satisfied that the charaster,
reputation and intentions of the applicants are sush
that their presense in the United Btates will not be
detrimental to the interests of the United Btates.
This is understood to be that their intentions are not
subversive and that their charasters and reputations
are elean.

As to the instant case, while the officers of
the State Department have no knowledge of the dossler
in the files of the consulate, 1% is falrly to be
assumed from the statement in the letter itself in 1.)
that MGN may itself have sommunicated $o the sonsul
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some information whish was not communicated to Bohumil
Lustig and wvhich may be the determinative fastor in
the formmlation of the econsul's Judgmens.

It is imprastieal and would be in viclatiam of
law to order the consul peremptorily to issue a visa.
Furthermore, 1t would be quite imprastical teo central-
420 1n the Department of S%ate in Washington the power

., %o pass upon eash individual case. A certain amount
:;fm diseretion must be vested in the consuls in the
field who come in direet contaet with the persons and
who imterviev them and have an opportunity to form
their respeotive Judgments in these cases.

The Department of State on October 11, 1940 oabled
to the American Consulate at Lisbon to inquire as to the
circumstances of the applicant's case and asked that a
cabled report be sent.
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September 13, 1940
Lustig, Poste Hestanta

Figueira da Foz, Portugal

Cur great joy on receiving your cablegram reading "Washington
informs visa granted, Lisbon consul will be authorized" was all too soon con-
giderably dempened. By no means does the consulate take the view that it must
give us the visa. We did not send you a cable because the facts are too compli-
cated; besides, we have herdly any money at the moment. My dear Coansny we beg
you, plesse try to get us the visa by all means. Above all, speed is erative
and unlesa somsone again intervenes in our behalf, we shall not be able to leave
here until November.

These are the facts:

At the Consulate in Lisbon, there iz a dossier eniitled "Bohumil
or Hans Lystig." This dossier contains:

1.) 4 letter from MGM with reference to Bohumil Lustig. The Con-
sul will not tell me what this letter contains; the contients of official documents
are never disclosed. All I know is that this letter has been thare for many weeks
already; therefore, it must have been sent before the U.K. from Washington arrived.

2.) A sopy of a cable from the State Department in Washingtoh.
This cable contains the names of some seven or elght persons, "outstanding intel-
lectuals™ - writers, etec. whose lives at present are endanpered and who, as
anthorities in their fields, are of some value to America.

This cable gives the Consulate the permission and the recommenda-
tion to grant those people visae. This is vhat is known as a "prefarence cable,

The name of Hans Lustig, or H.G. Lustig is mentioned in the first or second place.
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It took great effort on my part to obtain this information, although I don't even
known to whet action this recommendation is due. It might have been the PEN Club
which has taken the same sction in behalf of other writersj but I am not a member
of the PEN Club, Perhaps action was teken by some Hollywood people; or by a group
around Ihomes Mann. I have no idea.

Furthermore:

After endless efforts, I succeeded in obtaining permission for a
twenty-four stay in Lisbon. I even succeeded in getting & personal interview with
Consul Gannett who was unusually unobliging and extraordinarily unnerved. (Only
later did I hear that he had just been notified of his disciplinery transfer because
%ashington had received sc many complaints about him,) Mr. Gannett gave me no
hope whatsoever; at first he even maintained stubbornly that there was no such dos-
sider a&s "Bohumil or Hans Lustig". Then he declared that even if such a dossier
sxisted, it was of no interest to him at all., When I showed him your cable, he
flushed and said excitedly, "Only the Consul may decide whether you will recaive
the visa., Washington can only suggest it, that is all, You are & Czech, and so
you have no homelend. If we want to get rid of you after eix monthes, we will not
know whare to send you."

The contrect with kGM was of no interest io him at sll, not even
when I told him that, asccording to my information, this contract has been approved
by Washington. "Washington has no right at sll to interfere with us in theas cases,"
was his answer.

With that, my n:i___t_‘g apd I were dismissed without snother word.

Second chapter:

The next day we saw anolher Consul, e Mr. MeArthur, a cultured,
charming, young man. Suddenly, the dossier was there; the Consul read it earefully,
also, unfortunately, the notes of his colleague made the day before. This was the

results
Qur chance lies obviously in the npreference cable", for this cable
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wes almost the sole basis of our negotlations. As far as the MGM actlion is con-
cerned, it appears there is only the one letter there, but not - as I had hoped -
direct advice from Washington. The people in the consulate therefors, have had to
take my word for it, which they can doubt if they wish to.

As for the cable about tha outstanding intellectuals, Mr. MecArthur
sdmitted there might be a chance for me in that., We were able to meet Mr. Ganneti's
furious objections by telling Mr. Mcirthur that we have, in the meanwhile, secured
visae for Costa Hica. He admitted that after six months in the U.5.A., the govern-
ment, will now have the possibility of forcibly returning us to Costa Rica, 1f it
should deem it necessary. (Despite the contract with MGM which runs for 40 weeks,
there is still talk only of & visae for six months.) Mr. MeArthur seemed to be
willing to make things easier for us. Unfortunately, he later again consulied Mr.
Gannett for his opinion. (Mr. Gannett remained a few more days in his office in
Ligbon.) The result of his interview with Gannett was that I had to give them a
thorough account of my journalistic and fiml career, and everything was put down on
paper. I siressed the fact that as & democratie journalisi, and apthor of anti-
nazi sketches for Radio Mondisl (which were broadecast to America every Saturday in
an English translation) and finally, as the author of an anti-nazi motion pictura,

I am particularly endangered. I stated further, that I would never become a publie
charge beceuse I have & legitimste studio contract., All thls seemed to have a
favorabls resction. MNevertheless my cass - as well as the cases of the other six
or seven intellectuals whose names appear in that ceable - will be submitted to a
council composed of all four counsuls at Lisbon. This council will decide on aither
an "avis favorable" or - thanks to Mr, Gannett — a reiusal. Then, we are told, the
whole report must go by Clipper to Washington on the pretext that Washington is sup-
posed to check on our statements from the information they have there on us. fhis
procedure appesrs umsual Lo me, and certainly not in keeping with the intentions of
liaghington. At any raie, it is a most protracted procedure and I don't zee any pos-

sibility of getiing away from hers in Lime. The negotisiions with Brasil did not
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work out, end the visse (or Costa hice sre only & concession on Lhe part of the
consul end by no means permit us an immediste entry into thet probably romentic
country. We hed to pay for these visms with the last of our money.

How Can you help ua?

Perhaps sot

1.) Wwith an official cablegrem from MGM - or if it is poasible,
a cable directly from Washington - in which I am easrnestly recuested for MCM,
ptoting thet I am veluable for the Amerlcan film industry. At the same time, it
should be made clear thal MGM has received approval from Washington for its action.

£.) The group which wes eble to include Hans Lustic on "the prefer-
ence ca‘itp“ in the list of "outstanding intellectuels" - (I am sorry not to know who
they are) - should agein intervene in Washington. I know thet Washingion 1s already
guite annoyed that the consulate in Lisbon is using the most Llncredible subterfuges
to counteract this action wherever possible.

My dear C..... could you please do something in this matter? Perhaps
with the assistance of Menfred Georg, Mr. Dieterle, Curt Riess, or any other group
which might have iniervened in our behalf. And please, let me have a copy of any
cablegram which might be sent in this connection o the consuleste, so thet I at least
have =omething in hand, for the consulate volunteers no informetion. It is always due
only to mere chance that one learns something has arrived there regarding one's case.

The whole affair is a war of nerves with the consulate, and we who
are living here ell have to suffer from it. By no means do we want to remain here
through the winter. And, incidentelly, we &re in no position to do so. The govern-
ment hss, for the last time, extended our stay here for one month end we are given to
understend cuite emphatically thal their patisnce has reached an end. There are many
other weighty ressons also for our wish to sail soon. You cen guess what they are.

To top it all, we have had no news from our brother-in-lew in Canade for weeks.
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The thing you might be able to arrange in the guickest end simplest
menner would probably be the cablegrem from MGM to the consulete, with & copy to me.
That would at least force the dossier pertaining to my case to be teken up &gain and
the affair would not disappear entirely into oblivion., (For that is the method of
the consulete.) The consulate must be mede to realize that my coming to America is
considered really important end valueble, and that my case is being followed up.

If it is possible to speed up action at Washingion with reference to

the cage of "Bohumil or Hans Lustig", then my case is as good as won.
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Eovember 19, 1940

¥y dear Dr. Kingdon:

irs. Roosevelt asks me Lo send
you this enclosed copy of a letter she has
recelved as she thought you would be interested
in seeing it.

Very sincerely vours,

Secretary to
¥re. Roosevelt

Rescue Committee
L2nd Street
s New York

i
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WASHINGTON
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November 8, 1940 2

My dear Mr, Preesldent!

I desire to refer to your memorandum of October 25,
1940 regarding the nature of the reply thet might Dbe
mede to the attached telegram addressed to Mre. Hoosevelt
on October 256 by Mre. Ho;arﬁ M. Morse of New York City.

As you will perhaps recall, the reported action of
the Spanish authorities in gentencing to death a number
of prominent leaders in the former Republican Government
in Spain, and the action that 1% might be possible for
us to take under the clrcumstances, Was discussed 1ln my
letter to you of October 30, 1940. In accordance with
the decision which was thereafter taken the BSpanish
Ambassador, who ie thoroughly familiar with American
public oplinion on aueetions of this kind, was asked to
gcall et the Department and was received by me. I in-
formed him that public opinion in the United States was
deeply concerned by the reporte of political executlions
in Spain and with the possibllity that distingulshed

Spaniards

The Fresident,

The White House.
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Spaniards who had held office in the former Spanish Govern-
ment and who had been refugees in France might be turned
over to the Spanish Government and then be executed. I
made 1t clear to the Ambassador that we recognized that the
treatment of Spanish nationals by the Spanish Government
was & matter of domestic concern to Spain in which this
Government could not offiecially intervene, However, act-
ing upon the broader grounds of humanity, I expressed the
hope that the Ambassador would let i1t be known to his Govern-
ment immedlately that the American people earnestly hoped
that political executions would not be undertaken and that
mercy would be shown in the ‘dleposition of politicel cases
of this kind. A telegram has been sent to our Ambassador
in Madrid, acquainting him with the approach which we have
made through the Spanish Ambassador here and requesting him
informally to exprese the hope that our message might re-
ceive favorable consideration on the part of the Spanish
Government.

With reference to the nature of the reply that mlght
be made to Mrs. Morse's telegram to Mre, Roosevelt, I may
say that we have been replying to communications of thle
kind along the following lines:

The Department has received a considersable
number of appeals from persons in various

walke of 1ife on behalf of leaders of the former

Spanish Republican Government who are reported to
be in danger of execution in Spain. In as much

as
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as these cases involve the treatment of Bpanish

nationals by the Bpanish Government and conse-

quently the matter ie one of domestic concern to

Spain, this Government cannot, of course, claim

to have a direct interest nor can it present any

legal Justification for action on ite part., For

your information I may say, however, that acting

upon the broader grounde of humanity we have ap-

proached the Spanlsh Government with our wlews on

this maetter and have informally expressed the hope

that clemency may be exerclsed in politlcal cases

of this kind.

With respect to the reported shipment of foodatuffs
to Spain mentioned in Mrs. Morse's telegram, we have merely
getated that the Department is informed that in reply to in-
gulries on this subject the American Hed Croes has lndicated
that it has made no such commitments.

It is noted that Mrs. Morse ies under the impression
that both Seflor de Rivas Cherif and his wife are in danger
of execution in Spain. The informetion which we have re-
ceived indicates that Seflor de Rivas Cherif 1s one of a
number of former Spanish Republican leaders reported to
have been sentenced to death in Bpain. Hle wife, however,
ie understoocd to be residing in France and we have had no
information “to indicate that she might be in any danger of
execution by the Spanish authorities,

I am returning Mrs, Moree's telegram to Mrs. Hoosevelt
herewith.

Falthfully pours,

Enclosurs:
Telegram from Mrs, MHorse.
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ENCLOSURE RETURN LETTER TO LRS. ROOSEVELT

Letter drafted .. .

ADDRESSED TO

B ] 1=

TELEGRAM 7
| @The Wihite Frouse
E8wuh 59DL, 4dex. ﬁ“}!ﬁg{m

NEW YORK, N. ¥ ., Oct. 25, 1940

MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT: ﬂ
As clitizen ma.r I urge you to plead immediately for clemen

avold execution ‘i:n Spain of two celebrated directors of former

Republican Spanish Natlonal Theatre, Cipriano Rivas Cherif and ‘ll'ellssley

graduate wife. Why do we send wheat and give credit of one hundred.

million dollars to Spain when internationally great artists are execut-

ed? A
MRE. HOWARD M. MORSE, 140 West 1l Street.

""L.:".
| 447 '-::
12:24 p. m. ' q.liﬁﬂ
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Letter IN%LMLML_APL- 5C - 965 Fifth Ave., NYC about
|Erich Jungmann who is in concentration camp and wants to get to the U.S.
T

Angast 7, 1940
Hyde Park, New York

)/)

e

My dear Dr. Eingdon:
Will you please let Mra. Roosevelt
know whether your Committee will be able to

do anything in this case? It 1s one in which
ehe is marticularly interested.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
lirs. Roosevelt

Dr. Frank Kingdon

122 EBast 42nd Street
Hem York, New York DD

ttee
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My dear Mrs. Simoa:

"3
T

Qingis -

Very sinceruly yours,

Mrs. Abbott Simon

Apt. 5C

965 Fifth Avenue
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Chairman
FRANE KINGDON

JAMES H. CAUSEY

C(.Tmergmcy ;Qmm Commiﬂfu
192 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK. N. Y.
TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 5-4813

August 12, 1840
v
1}”

!a%.ff

Miss Malvine Thompson
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt
Hyde Park, New York.
He: ERICH JUNGMANN
Dear Mies Thompson:

In regard to your note of August 5th and the
enclosed letter concerning Erich Jungmann, who is in the
Camp du Vernet, we shall see if it 1s possible to get &
vigitor's visa for him.

Of course, you understand that we shall have
to search for affidevits of support end sponsorship, but it
may be that Mrs. Simon would be willing to supply these. We
gre taking the liberty of writing direct to Mras. Simon to
find out whether she is in a position to give these or to
get them.

In the same mail we received from you a latier
from Mr. David Wallach concerning the case of Mr. Bachrach.
The matter is complicated by the fact that Mr. Wellach for-
got to give us more then the last name and present address
of the man about whom he is worried, as well as by this
matter of the convietlon.

We shall try, however, to get complete informa-
tion and en suthoritative opinion as to whether anything can
be done. We are taking the liberty of writing direect to Mr.
Wallach for certain essential data and will let you know what
we eventually find.

Very sincerely yours,
MILDRED ADAMS,
Executive Secretary.



FRANK KINGDON
JAMES H CAUSEY

Secretary
MILDRED ADAMS

{.:nargmcy Kascue C;ammiffn
122 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y.
TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 5-4813
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Miss Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Mras. Hoogevelt
Hyde Park, New York.

August 7, 1940

Dear Miss Thompson:

Dr. Kingdon has not yet returned from the West,
but 1n eanswer to your letter of August B5rd and the enclo-
sure, may I say we will be glad to take up the case of
Dr. Willi Wolf and put it through as rapidly as possible.
It sounds like & simple case end the newly established
visa routine should meke it easy.

I am delighted to know that we can use Mrs.
Roosevelt's name in these cases. I take it you mean in
the particular cases with which the letter is concerned.
Her backing helps a great deal.

Very sincerely yours,
MILDRED ADAMS,
Executive Secretary.
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August 3, 1940

My dear Dr. Kingdon:

Mrs. Roosevelt is interested in this
and would like to have you take the proper
steps through your Committee to help these
psople. She has no objection to your saying
that she is interested in these cases if you
think it would help in aoy way.

mill you let ms know if you will be
able to do aaything?

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mirs. Hoosevalt

Dr. Frank

51 tlee
122 Bast L2nd Street
Hew York, New York

J/' Charles Fawcett, @mérican Consulate, Marseille, France - about
r. Willi Wolf, Mme. Kathe Wolf, Mme. Lili Dunmann
._,_.—-—'-"'__'__-_'-.J-H

>

DD
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August 20, 1940

My dear Dr. Kingdon:
In omneotion with the letter from

—| Mrs. 141116 Panick, o/0 The Jewish Atd Cosmittes,

" BMlocmsbury, London, Bagland, which was seat
you cn Angust 15, the emolosed papers have
been received by Mrs. Roossvelt and are being
forwarded %o you for your information and record.

Very simocorely yours,

i e -y mﬁf%

Emergency Rescue Committee
122 East 424 Street
New York, MNew York

/.
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Dr, Frank Kingdon,
Fmergency Rescue Committee,
122 East 42nd Street,

New an]!, N. Y.



FEFROOUCED FROM

CHAIRMAN
Frank Kingdon

TREZASURER
James H. Causey

SECREIARY
Mildred Adems

mmnmmunm!mnmf

EMERGENCY RESCUE CuMMITTEE
129 Bast 42nd Street, New York

Telephone: MUrray Hill 5-4813

August 235rd, 1940.

Mr. Thomas J. Doyle,
The White House,
Washington.

Dear Mr. Doyle:
Thank you for forwaerding us the papers
concerning Mrs. Lillie Panick, in London.
I have forwarded these documents to
Miss Cecilia Razovsky of the National Refugee

Service to whom I referred the original letter
from Mrs. Pﬂ-ﬂiCkﬁ

Sincerely yours,

e QOassa®,

MILDRED ADAMS
Executive Secretary

AC/A
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,,l_-j'.r’s_.;ial_'radori, 12 Main 5t., Canton, N.Y. - avout the plight of the

Italian exiles in France,

Septembver 27, 1940

My dear Dr. Kingdon:

Is there anything the Emergency
Rescue Committee could do about this? Will
you let rs. Roosevell have any suggestions
you might be able to make?

Very slincerely yours,

Secretary Lo
Mrs. Roosevelt

! Dr. Frank Kingdon
Emergency Hescue Committee
122 East L2nd Street
Hew York, New York

e
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Chairmon
Frank Kingdon

Vice Chalrman
L. Hallingawosrth 'Wood

Treasurer
Jomes H. Cousey
Secrelary
Mildrod Adams
HNational Commities
Elmar Davis
Mrs. Emmons Blalne
Dr. Robart Hulchins
Mrs. Honry Goddard Leach
Dr. Willlam Allen Hadlson
Dr. Charles Seymour
Dr. Gecrge Shuster
Raymond Grom Swing
Dereihy Thompaon

A a::furgdncy ﬁm Cﬂmmit ¢
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122 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK, M. Y.

TELEFHONE MURRAY HILL 3-4500

October 1, 1840

¥ies Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Wra. Foosevelt
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Miss Thompson:

Dr. Kingdon has askedme to reply to your
letter of September 27 enclosing a letter about the
plight of the Italians,

Dr. Lionello Venturi, of whom this letter
speaks, is closely cooperating with us. The fact is
that the Italians for whom visas were secured in
Aupuat, have not yet reached the comparative safety
of Lisbon. We have assumed that if this is the case,
being anti-Fagcist, they could not pget permission to
cross Spain. Fven the most experienced, to whom dis-
guise is almost second nature, have not reached
aaflety.

¥We have conferred with Dr. Max Ascoli on
the matter and we have also asked our man in Marseille
to see what he can do, but so far, without result,
Recently, however, we have had a cable which gives ua
gome hope that ouwr man is in contact with these
courageous anti-Fascista., We have cabled specifi-
cally with reference to their relief and are expect-
ing a report before long on their situation.

¥e will be very glad to send Mrs. Roose-
velt word as soon as we get it.
Very aincerely yours,
Mildred Adams
Executive Secretary

HA 2 mb
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December 12, 1940

Dear Dr. Kingdon: \

I am enclosing a letter from Mrs. Joseph.

W, Cohen, Boulder, Colorado, deseribin: the case of

—_—

Dr. Hans von Hentig and his wife,

Mrs, Rocsevelt asks 1f you know of mny
way in which Nr. von Tflentig can be helped.

Very s incerely yours,

Secratary to
MNrs. Foceevelt

Dr. Frank Kingdon
Emergency Rescue Committee
122 East 42d Street

New York, N.T,

/ '../ FEOE,
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