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Sent to lliss I ncrid Warburc Ur. Berle ' • le t, March S 
on Prsnco V•n tur1 
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hilS cabled Flabassy Ula ~ President 
ia inte rested, •• every other kind 
or representAtion h~o .. been made. 

BAreeloM is so infil tr• t.ed with 
r., .... &n &tents that lladrid C4MOt give 
an order with 11ny assurance that 1 t 
will be carried out. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

W ... SHINGTON 
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~ 

' 

In reply refe r to 
FC ~52 .6521 Venturi, FrLnoo 

APR 1 1941 
I 

'· I 

\ , . I . 
• • \ ~ ~~ 

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: I \ 

Vitb reference to the case of Franco Venturi, the 

young Italian ln whom you ere interested, may I say 

that a telegram baa been received from Ambassador Phillips 

at Rome stating that our Consul General at Genoa wae allked 

to investigate a rumor thst Venturi wss in Genoa and baa 

now reported that no traoe of hlm could be found tn that 

city. The Ambassador also atatea that he ia willing to 

t ake up the osae with the competent authorities ln Rome 

if it is &o desired, but that such action, no matter how 

informal, might under present circumetancea militate 

against Venturi r a ther then im9rove his position. In 

view of this statement by tt.e Ambassador, I do not know 

of any other steps which can be ta4~n at t hia time ir. be­

half of th is unfortunate individual. 

Sincerely yours, 

~rs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The obite HouBe . 

~~ 
Adolf A. Berl~~.~:~O 
Assistant Secretary 

\ 
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TH£ W HITC HOUSE 
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WASHINGTON DC 21 647P 

CHARLES C BURLINGHAM 
27 WILLIAM ST NYK 

WESTERN UNION 

1941 FEB 21 PM 6 52 

REFERENCE PREVIOUS CORRESPONDENCE VENTURI AND CAHN . I NOW 

LEARN THEY WERE TRANSFERRED ON 15TH TO SEPARATE PRISONS 

IN MADRID . BLANKETS? FOOD, AND MONEY WERE SUPPLIED THEM 

THE SAME DAY FROM FUND KEPT BY OUR AMBASSADORS VrrFE. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS STATES CAHN MAY PROCE. D TO 

UNITEDSTATES BUT VENTURI IS DETAINED AT REQUEST OF ITALIAN 

AUTHORITIES FOR ALLEGED OFFENSES COMMITTED IN ITALY. I 

UNDERSTAND THAT PAPAL NUNCIL? MADRID IS INTERESTED IN CASE. 

SHALL KEEP YOU ADVISED OF ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

CORDELL HULL SECRETARY OF STATE. 

15 
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~RES IDENT'S AD ~ I SOR_:~M·M~ 
0 N P 0 L CAL R E F .G~"E S 

Hamlltoa rub AmlltrODI 
P .. t Baerwald 
J-pb P. Cbambcrlala 
Baail Hania 

122 I!AST T WENTY-S ECO ND STR E ET, N I!W YO RK 

Louio Kenedy 
Tbc Mou Rev. Joacph F. Rummcl 
Jamca M. Spccra 
Rabbi Stcpbca S. WiK 
Jamu G. McDOGald, CAd,..•• 
br. s •. mud McCrc• Caven. Surti"I'J 

Mrs. Franklin D. Rooaeyelt 
The White Bouse , 
Washi ngton , D. C. 

Dear Mrs. RooseYe1tr 

Janua ry 22 , 1941 . ;cZ 

To oomp1ete the 1ntonu.tion contained in llltY l etter 
of Jmuary 14th, I am now pleased to be able t o 
report t o you t hat recommendati ons an:! the pert i nent 
documents on behalf of 

-+ Petuohlte , Erich and wife IU.thilde 

were submitted to tile Departments of State and 
Justice on January 21, 1941, and for 

,-\ Shin, Alrrod,~.... wife IJ.selotte and daughter 
Y.arion Stern 

on January 20, 1941 . 

Your a Yery truly , 

~~(~ 
GUf:J George L. 1f arren. 



PRES I DENT'S ADVISORY COMM ITT EE 

ON POLITICAL REFUG EES 

fto..U... F1o1o Anoo<roo& 122 BAST TW811TY•S£COIIO STREET, II BW YORK 

P•11l Bacrw•ld 
J..,fh P. Clumballin 
Bool Harrio 

Loolo ' """' Tllc Mooc R,., Joo<p~ F. a ...... t 
J•mc• M. Spent 
Jt.bbi S ttpbco S. \VUe 
Jt..a G. McDoo.aW. CMu.u 

b.. Samuel McCrn Cum, '-"""J January 14, 1941. 

Mro . Franklin D. Rooaovolt 
Tho llhl to Houoo 
Waohington , D. C, 

Dear llro. Roooovoltt 

Thank you tor sending me tho copy ot tho letter or Mr. Sumner Wolle• 

to you ot January 2nd torther with the Hat ot cuea submitted to 

you by the &•rgenoy Reooue Coooaittoo, Buttalo Branch. I have ohoolced 

the report of tho State Department on tho individual ouu in our 

rooordo and find that the cuoa t all into the tollowinr; oatogorin: 

Those recommended by tho Prosldent'o A4viaory Committee to the Depart­

mont• of Juatice and State prior to your oorroapondenoeo 
Pfiator, Otto sent November 27, 1940 

Blook , Nora " December ~. " 

Stoeoker, Helen• " " 4, " 
Ausepurr;, AJ::'lita " " 8, " 

Heymann, Lida Guatan " • e, " 

Wa.lter, Herta " " S, " 

'llith respect to Horta Walter, •• reoe lnd the following reply from tho 

Department or State , dated January Btht 
• In reply rotor to VD 811.111 Walter, Herta 

~ dear llr. Warren: 
1 rotor to your intoroot in tho oaoe ot lira, 

Horta Walter , oorlal no, 981, It baa not boon 

toUDd poaalble to r;rt.nt approval in thia cue 

and it hu therefore not been forwarded to tho 

Conoul. 
Sinoer•lr yours , 

(SiEDOd) Bliot B. Coulter 
Acting Chief, Visa Dlviaion. • 

I haYO no knowledce of tho rouons tor the above rojeotion. 1 ohall 

diaouoa the oaae with Mr. Coulter or tho Vioa Divioion When I am next 

in 1Tt.abington. Thio 1a probably tho oaao rotor rod to in the firat 

parar;raph of llr. Wolloa ' letter 1D Whi oh tho following aontenoo appeara: 

"I aoaume that all, with tho poos1blo exception ot 
one, haYo roooi ._d viaaa and I aaou.- that that 

one will rec•1T• hie 1n due oour•• · " 



421 ;g: as m n ~ ibSii§< 

Mra. Franklin D. Roosevelt - 2- January 14, 1941. 

Thoae recommended by the Presi dent's Adviaory Committee to the Depart-

ments of Justice and State on January 13th and 14th: Moat of theae 

were received by the Preaident'a Advisory Committee from their sponsors 

in late December. 
Amelunr; , I~ard 
Berthelet , Rene and wife Johanna 

Goldenberr; , Boria and wife Rosa 

Kappiue, Anne 
Xonopka, Erhard 
Lange, Erna 
Oppenhei mer, Lise 

Those stil l under consideration in the office of the Proa ident •e 

Advisory Committee: 
Diamant , ~ and wi fe Annie 

Petuchll:o, Er ich and wife Mathilde 

Stei n, Alfred, wife Lieelotte and 

daughter Marion Stern. 

I expect the documentation on those 

their aponsore within a few days. 

to Waehinr;ton immediately. 

three caees will be completed by 

Thereupon they will be forwarded 

We have no record of Hans Lehnert . According to the records of the 

State Department we are supposed to have submitted a recommendation. 

I shall communicate immediately with the Emergency Rescue Committee, 

Buffalo Branch, concerning Hans Lehnert and follow the matter through. 

With s incere appreciation of your interest and constant helpfulness , I am, 

Yours very truly, 

GUV:J 

~,(~« 
G~~r{e L. Warren . 
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EMERGENC Y RES CUE COMMITTEE 
BUFFALO BlANCH 

Ill WADIWI IT• nun 

1_ r~ter , Otto , bor n on April 8, 1900, at ,.unich . - Cabinet 
maer aud interior decorator . 

,,aa done i n close relation with French, uel.giu~a a nd 
Luxembourg trade- unioniets underground work from differen t 
borders into oermany, oapecially during tho war . Has been 
captured by Ge rman military authorities at Luxemburg ' s 
inyaeion, was prisoner in Germany tor several months . 
Germane did not realize his identity. so he succeeded in 
coming back to rrance . he is now in tho unoccupied part or 
~ranee and must soon leave so that the Gestapo may no t put 
their banda on him. 

+ Blick, ::ora , bOrn on January 14 , 1895, At SOchum, Attorney . 
1 And her sister : 

\'/aYtor , hertA, bor n Block, about 48 years old , born at s ochum. 
I/ , 13 , has boon a well-known Anti-I<azi atLorney at Bochum, and 
bad to flee when tlazie came to poiYer . In paris she has boon 
a secretary of Leopold Schwarzsch ild , editor or the liberal 
magazine •oas i:eue Tagebuch• , and later on, tor the last 
years , director of t~e social service or the bi$best 
emigrants- rel1et - assooia tion. She is 1-.nowll in the emigrallts • 
movement as a courageous fighter agaillst nazism, w~o continuec 

activity in helping others even while in t~e concentra­
o?' camp. Is now in the sout~ern part or Franco . 

/1uns~ Irmeard ,. born on October 8 , 1911, at oremen. 1'eaoher . 
!!as one underground work in Bremen and progreoo1ve 

educational work against the German war aims, until l93b. 
~;ad to leave Germany in 1938 because or da neer or imminent 
arrest . In Paris she collaborated a~ an Anti- ~oad publilhing. 
hou~ . stays now in southern f rance . 

~o/opka~ ErhArd, 35 years old , born in Hamburg • .;otal worker . 
Is t e type or fine skilled metal worke r, who hila never 

lost consciousness or what the l~zis did to all liberal 
people in Cernany. Has done in his factory underground trade 
union -.ork against the llazi demagogical methods until 1937 . 
Then several of his friends were arrested; they could got 
word to bio out of tne prison, telling hi m that his arrnt 
was iiiiDinent . So ho lett Germaoy, wont to Eollnnd and then 
to r rance . Is now living in tho unoccupied part or rranco 
apd r eally in dang er it turned over to tho Gestapo·. 

~e~nheimer, Lise, about 35 years Old , born in ~oeln. 
J.las Oppenheimer, a dietary asslstnnt , had to leave 

oer~ny in 1934 because or being implicated in a trial 
agninat Anti- liazi l1 boral people. Sh~ went to rrance and 
helped an Anti-Nazi publishing house , He r name certainly 
has been round by the German Qeotapo when they took over 
rar ia . She is now s taying in Southern France • 
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EMERGENC Y HESCUE COMMITTEE 
BUFFALO BRANCH 

2 . 
Ill WADIWOITI ltlliT 

·:i!':tY:r=~'?--';",;•:;;n~e.• born .\prll 29, 1907 at Ceneva . JOur nal1at . 
Johanna , born Qr uat, hie wife , bor n January 24, 

llt t anover , secre~ary . 1901 

3ertholet, a Swiss citizen, helped in 193~ to organize with 

the International , ranaport .1or kera ?ederation underr.round 

trade union work in Gercany. ;;as iml'rieoned tor two and 

a hal! years . After hie release be collaborated at rrench 

trade union move cent and as a journal1st tor "La . euplu", 

the daily or the french , rade Unione , under the pen n<1co or 

rterre J;obvrt . Durin& the present war he continued propa­

ganda against .. az1 Qer•nany at the be lgium, Luxembour g and 

Swiu border. 
Lie wife is one or the best collau<>ratora tor the cause 

of freedom and juetice . ,hey a re now livins in zurich . 

-(' ..,ei)(ert , .. ans , born vctober 23, 1899 in .,a varia . Attorney . 

r.as been a woll known attorney in Jochum and ._unlet. . 

';/as dismissed attar the .. azis ' rise to power but stayud in 

~llnich in order to do underground work agains t the ,:az1 

barbarism 1'11 th a group or fri ends. /as arrested in 1937 . 

Gestapo triod getting from him nacea ot nis friends and 

avonal of Ilia activi't.ioc . ile remainod silont , eo that 

finally they dismissed him. Friends brouo.llt him over tho 

S\Tisa border . I n a trial t~hicb took placo aftor his !lit>bt 

he wae publicly denounced oy ~h" .-erman authorities and 

thQ ,,azi p11pers , ae thu 1nat1t:~ator or ~ile _unich under-

gr .. und worh . i:e ia no11 l1 ving in Swi tzerluud and would be 

in sorioua d .. n.,.er if t •• e . ads could bet hold or him. ,;as 

re.,ia~et·ed fo r 1nuu1grat.ton ~.o the linH .. d States but zuricn 

~C/lrlllate doos not give him viau . 

~&'us 1 .,enne , dbout .,.., years old , born in ~ochuo , -:;eat­
phelia . ,ecruwry . 

~r • .;_ l.lre . ;.appius havv dono undorgrouncl trado union 

work in oerlin until 1937 . rhon several or tneir !rioncls 

were arrested · tboy learned that a search hac! been made or 

their house whero leaflots and other Anti - Nazi documents 

were to be found . so they could not return and had to !lee 

iamecliately . Flicbt was successful but they had to separate 

~rs . Kap~iue reached the Swiss bor der and was recognized by 

the Swiss authori't.iea aa a political refugee . ,Jr . Jo:appius 

went to :ranee and later got a visa to :ngland , where he is 

now supposed to fight aa a pioneer againat oercany. ura . 

Kappiua would be in danger if turned over to the Gestapo 

by the fact of her and her huab..nd • a Ant1-,;az1 aotivi ~lee 

and by the tact or he r husbsnd•s actual !i~bt againet .~zi ­

Cerrnany . 



raee 3 . 

~loiERGEllCY RESCUJ:: COI.JIIT •'EE 

<>IIFFALO S!UNCH 

10 0 Wadsworth Street . 

-t ~e, ;;:rna, bor n January 14, 1912 , at Hamburg- Altona . secretary . 

Has done active underground work after ;:itler•s rise to 

power , d1atr1butsd leaflets, made contacte , tried to ~ork 

e.ea1net the ,:az1e • war preparation. was a rrested by the cestapo 

in 1937, but did not give any name Of her collaborators or any 

indication of thei r work . After her release ehe lef t Ge rmany 

and went to Switzerland, IYhere she 18 living now aa a political 

refugee . 'tlould be in great danger it Switzer land could no 

longec protect the refugees to whom she gave asyl um. 



. . . . • 

~~t~·-=L~ax~, bor n August 5, 1908 i n Lodz, !~land a nd h is wife . 

Fo r many year s Diamant ITas very active i n leading positions 

in socialist and trade union movements and was editor of the news­

paper "Volksstimme" in Dresden . Aft e r 1933 he continued his work, 

but in an underground way . To avoid imprisonment, he fled t o r r ance 

where he worked against the Lazie in Straebourg . But after having 

been involved in an important tr i al against Anti-Na~i people in 

Germany , he went to Paris, where he stayed until the outbreak of 

~s war . !low he is in southern r' r ance , very much in danger . 

/~s·chke , Erich , born AUgust 14, 1902 in vol kstedt , Germany and his 

wife Erj!a . 

For twenty yea rs was very active in leading positi on of t rade , 

union movement . As br other-i n- law of the attorney, Ernest Eckstein, 

who was murdered by the Nazis in 1~33 i n Breslau , he was persecuted 

by the ;,azis . He e scaped t o France where he continued to do Anti­

work in the refugee movements . He is a very hi ghly qualified 

led wo r ker . Lives in southern France . 

enberg , Bor is ,_ bo_rn August 7 , 1905 i n Pete rsburg , Russia and his 

-1- wife~· 

GOldenber g obtained notoriety i n the students• movement . He 

fought against t he !Jazi ideology in the literary area as well as in 

public meeting s . I n 1933 the Nazis arre sted him, took him away and 

tort ured him in an Bl'tful 17ey . Finally he succeeded i n escapi ng a nd 

was then living i n Paris , 11here he did journalistic and scientific 

An~azi wor k . Is non living in southern Fr ance . 

<stiin , Alfred , abou t 33 year s old , born in Dresden , and wife and child . 

' t 

Has had ~ublic activity in social ist youth and students• movements . 

Later on he was an attorrrey , until Hitler ' s rise \ o power and at 

dif ferent tri als was t he defender of Anti- Jiaz i people . Had to flee in 

1933 in order to a void his arrest . was t hen l iv ing in Faris a nd is 

now s taying in Southern Fr ance . 

• 



----~------.---.----- - --· • 

· .. ·, :~ ~.u.:H.tl l4 Wo.JL-'«f~ 
~ ~~ . {, I {q '{ (} . 

vJUc-~t~, M~ 
~"'~ ~ I rtc~~ 

(~~~, ( ~ 
~""'4 ~ lu,~·J. 

11 /A.-~~ v <>- - /.1 ""-j 1MAVV"" I ( ~ J._• «.. 
e.:.,; .... ~ ,.A. 2 u.2h.-. ·J,._ 



.-

llir 4eu lib'. '-"'-'• 

U\4r .-1.sa, r- lAw o1 

Apr1.ll01 lire. looNr.l\ ..cle twtaw iA~ 

ot u.. a~~ aii<M,ct!!• - or 

"f 11oft llloelcl lerla •lter, aa{~Ja Geld--·· 
A Npl.r lila• ,_ been reMind Wherein 

1t. !. atat..S • 'ftlr1 CIU'et'&l l.AY..u,atloft ... 
been ...,. in ...., ..... end \lila\ u.. .,., tal 

w-uon ...wt.W 1o \be - ot lon. llloek 

end llor\a •alt.• .!.a not aon.U....S ...tt1alen\ • 

t.M Iah~al Co•U.wa \ o .-a \be 

a4YwM ""'11Aat.1orto or t.b• orisit>&l oUM• 

la u.. - .r Ioria o.:w......... Ill ..... 

~ ~1t1e4 ......... lllropeaD ---" ot t.ba 

a.. .... of \be ~"-1 C r s !It OppedU.on, 

end Ja q• ot \Ill elNe ._laU.oaa .r U... 

t.bHe all-. dill~ .,..,.al.,•,....... or 

lncU."~• u.. la\~al c-1'"- oe 
Polhlal • .,.,.. .!.a ... 1 .. \:ID\ \0 "'>P""• u..t.r 
o.t.!•l1<011 Jat.o u.. Dnl\ed kat.• ....s.. \be pr-\ 

vu1.oa1 -.uu-. 

• 

;o~ 

00 



Dear Eleanor: 

TH E U NDER SECRETARY OY STATE,~ MAY 1 0 194l 
WASHINGTON ? 

v · 
v Ua y 9 , 1941 

I have now received a report trom the Vi sa Division 

for your personal and confidential information , regarding 

the three aliens mentioned in ur. George Warren's letter 

ot April lOth to Miss Thompson , and referred to 1n your 

note ot April 18th. 

It appears from this report that the first two aliens 

named , Nora Block and Ber ta Walter , are sisters residing 

at present in unoccupied Fr ance and seeking visas on the 

recommendation or the President ' s Advisory Committee on 

Political Retugeea . Their oases were carefully examined 

in February by the Inter departmental Committee established 

to facilitate the handling ot these special oases , but it 

was round impossible to approve them because their 

brother- in-law, Mr. Leo Gallagher ot Los Angeles , who 

assumes responsibility tor their financial support , is an 

active and well-known American Coll!:llWlist. An argument has 

now been submitted by Miss Eva Lewinski , a recent retugee 

immigrant , 

!.Irs. Roosevelt, 

The White House . 



- 2 -

immigrant , to the effect that these aliens are not them­

selves Communist agitators and that they will have nothing 

to do with their brother-in-law if admitted , but the 

Interdepartmental Committee does not consider this suffi­

cient to remove the adverse impl ications of the or iginal 

oases . 

The report of the Visa Division also indicates that 

the case of Boris Goldenber g was recommended by the 

President ' s Advisory Committee , but was disapproved when 

this alien v~s identified as a recent European agent of 

the Bureau of the International Communist Oppositi on, a 

dissident offshoot of the Communist International and a 

parallel of the Lovestone group in the United States. On 

March 19, Mr . Norman Thomes wrote to Mr . Berle on behalf 

of one Jacob Walcher, '!'- former associate of Goldenberg now 

in this count r y on a visitor ' s vise , r equesting a recon­

sideration of the Goldenberg case . Several days later, 

however, Mr . Thomas again wrote Mr . Berle , enclosing a 

"cryptic communication" indicating that Walcher desired him 

to suspend any intervention because "new facts have turned 

up since he last wrote which made it necessary to change 

our plans?. Preliminary investigation by the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation indicates that Walcher himself was in 1940 

connected with the Bur eau of the International Communist 

Opposition 



- ) -

Opposition in Paris and i s admittedly a tormer high 

otticial ot the Gorman Comcunist Party , which may render 

him subject to deportation proceedings . 

In view of the close associations of these three 

aliens with definitely subversive groups of individuals, 

the I nterdepartmental Com.mittee on Polit ical RefUgees is 

reluctant to approve their admission into the United 

States under the present critical conditions . 

I may add that the action taken in t hese cases is 

exceptional, since more than 2,100 of the 2 , 500 retugee 

oases submitted t o date by the Pr esident ' s Advisory 

Co~ittee have been given imcediate approval and less 

than one hundred have been disappr oved. I believe that 

these figures wi ll assure you that every e:ftort is being 

made to assist these unfortunate people , except in 

instances where it appears that their admiss ion might 

prove inimical to the interests of the United States , 

Believe me 

very sinoerel , 

Enclosure : 

From George L . viarren 
to ~ss Thompson , 
April 10 , 1941 , 



PRE S IDENT'S ADVISORY C OMMITTEE 

ON POL ITI C AL REFUGEE S 

I :&2- !AST T WIHTY•S I COND $Tit liT , N WW VOlt It 

W. 11 lid Tina C • 'lhoapoon 
Secretary t o ~~. Roo a•Yelt, 

The White Houoo , 
Waeh ington , D. C. 

Dear llho Thompoon 1 

April 10, 1941. 

Thanlc you moot kindly for your letter or Apr il 8th 

with lto onolooureo trom Mr. Welloo . 

With roopeot to !lora Blook and Horta Walter . olaton. 

di aappro.,...d b)' tho Intordopartloentol COII:Idttoo, will 
you ki ndly addu lira, Rooon.tt that we ban rooontly 

aubait tod oupplomentary information to the Dopartmonta 

ot Stat e and Juatioo? I oinooro ly hope that we ~ 
e'Hntually crnroome the unt&'f'O!"'&ble 4eoleion. The 

dit tioulty arlou out ot tho t a ot that tho brother, 
Loo Gall&&bor 1n tho l!nitod Statoo , wbo otterod atti­
daYlto ot oupport tor hio oi otero, lo oonaidorod to 

bo a co .... unllt, ll'e ban oubot itutocl the attldnito or 

other peroono and oubaittod otatomonto by En Lewinoki 
and othoro that the two ohtoro hoYo bad no oontaot with 

tho ir broth or in thlo country and that they aro in ~ 

''""'t oo-.plotoly out ot ey-.patb;, with bia pol\tloal 
Tl- •, I ohall be r;lod to adTl oo you ot tho final 

outoo•. 

With roopeot to Borla Goldonborr; w haYO only rooontly 

boon adTlood ot tho dlaappro'f'&l and I oball toll- tho 
.... ttor further to detoraino whether any helpf ul aotion 

ean now be taken. 

With appreciation or your Into root in the a tt.,., I u, 

GUitJ 

GCOfiC L Wanta 
lhf,_,,., ,..,,.,., 
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