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Dear llra. Roosovolt: 

J'uly 8, 1942 

ltO • ._IIT LANG 

C.IJCVfl--~· 

I 
You will be intcrcatod t o know that tho United States 

Committoo 1s oontinuing He offorte to bring European children 

to oafoty in t ho United States . Tho fifty you.ngators deaoribed 

and pictured In t ho clippings reproduced inside range froa 5 

t o 15 years ct ago and include 13 German, 13 Pcllah, 1 

Ozechoolcvaklan and 23 Spanish children. 

Tho 23 Spanish children cons titute t ho first group or 

Spanish rotugeea arriving under tbo auspices of this Committee. 

Included In tho group v1oro many children who had boon living in 

ooncentr&t1on oaapa . 

Tho ofticoro of tho u. 8. Cocmittoe weighed tho risk of 

transportation agdnot tho severity of oondit1ono in Franco ror 

rotugooa. Tho boat informntlon we could sot indicated that tho 

children faced oarta ln death 1f thoy remained in luropo . Ao 

you know, there ien't enough food in unoooup1ed Yranoe and 

apparently no poooib111ty or gotting enough food. Theoretically 

tho children should set 1,000 calories or rood. day, but 

aotually thio I a lmpcsoiblo . 

I hope very much that wo shall havo your continued 

lnteroa t and support of tho Unlto4 Statoo Cocmittoo work. 

Sincorol;y ycuro, 

llarahall li'teld 
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Jul.)' 25, 1942 

Dear ~rs . Roosevelt: 

You will be happy t o learn tha ~ the tirty 

chi ld retugeee r rom Nazi- conquered countries who landed here throe 

weeko aao have round the United States a grand place t o be. The 

p1t1tully l ean meals and the inhumani ty common in B1tler• e Europe 

already seem unreal to them. The picturee on the inside pages 

ahow that tho children still remaining in tho reception center 

are enjoy ing our American hospitality, 

I ,... aure we can all be happy that we have 

engaged in this work or reecuing children who have been driven 

from their homu and separated from survivi.ng members or their 

families. ~ only regret is that money has no ~ been available 

tor saving more or theeo boys and girls. 

We have a continuing obligat ion to s ome 

1650 ohildren , more than halt or whom ar e Bri tish. I hope that 

e ither now or when you aro making up your chari table budget you 

will make Jus t as gener ous a g i rt as poasible to the Uni ted Sta tes 

Coaaltteo. 

Sincerely yours , 
/ 

v llc:t~h.~ ~# 
llarshall l'leld 
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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

TWO FI,.TV fJARK AVCHUC 

NI:W YO RK 

November 30, 1942 

The twenty-eight eecorts whom the United States 

Committee for the Care of European Chil dren sent abroad 

to bring back the shipload of r efugee children who bad 

exit visas from Vichy- France are now in Lisbon. We are 

instructing the eecorts to remain in Lisbon temporarily 

to utilize the opportunity to save the l i ves of children 

through rescue. 

When you compare the enclosed cable received 

November 25 , the day before Thanksgiving , from Vr . Bennet 

Scbauffler, our chief escort who is on leave of absence as 

regional director of the National Labor Relations Board, 

4th district , (Philadelphia area) with the cable r eceived 

today, the day after Thanksgiving , you will see that tho 

situation is a changing one. I have also attached the 

cable received today by the Quakers • headquarters in 

Philadelphia from Philip Conard, their representative in 

Lisbon. 

To summarize: it now looks as though, provided tho 

necessary cooperation can be secured from the European 

Governments , that we may be able to save up to 500 refugee 

children from Spain and Portugal , and, if the negotiations 

through tho Swiss Government and the Swiss and French Red 

Cross are successful, we may be able to save the lives of 

a much larger number of refugee children now in Southern 

Fre.noe. 

Because or the delicacy of the negotiations , may I 

ask that no printed publicity bs given to the information 

contained in these cables. 

Again, I appreciate your interest in our program and 

I shall make every effort to keep you informed. 

\ Sincerely yours , 

/n(l..r.u'~aiA. "J,'fi!J._ I 



Cabl e received November 25, 1942 

"Escort Group arrived safely. Emigration of children from 

France for time being impossible , though still continuing efforts 

in the hope situation may change , A.t pr esent time approximately 

200 children all nationalities formerly from unoccupied France no" 

in desperate situation in Spanish prisons , Also some chil dren in 

Portugal . Host urgent that every effort be made to save these 

children as soon as possibl e , Would therefore strongly urge you 

recommend St ate Depar tment that visas assigned for children be 

authorized for groups now in Spai n and Portugal , Presence of 

trained escort group in Lisbon affor ds unusual opportunity for 

transport under optimum conditions if im:nediate action taken . " 

Bennet Schauft'ler , 

Cable r eceived November 27, 1942 

"I ndispensable that State Department enlist support Swiss 

Government in effecting removal children from France and ask 

that Swiss l egation Vichy be instructed to take up discussion 

wi t h French authorities where Pinckney Tuck (U .S. Charge d ' affaires 

to Vichy France prior to November 7) left oft' , VIe have taken 

measures to enlist French and Swiss Red Cross cooperation to 

handl e transport to French border and cont inue all necessary 

negotiations . " 

Bennet Schauft'l er . 

Cable received November 27, 1942 , 

"New telephonic conversation with Geneva Sunday indicates 

de legates hope for eventual exit children . " 

Philip Conard 



february 4, 1943 

U.morandllll to lire. RooNYolt, llr . Fielcl, lira . Gibbons, 14188 Inalia, Dr. Konwort~, 

llr . llulholland, llr. llorean, llr. lfeias, llr . 'l'arron, ltiae llargaret Frawley of the 

American F'rienda Serdco Colllllitt.eo and Mr . Uosea Leavitt of tho American Jewiah 

Joint Distribution Committ ee . 

01 major illportenoa to the U. S. Co.-ittae are (l) the queations concernina 

prospects of a continuing children' s refUgee program from tho Iberian Peninsula; 

(~) ~he probabilities or develop .. nta concerning the remaining fiscal year 1943 

and .1944; Ol ajor t ypes of probla., rel..&t1ng to the present status of develop.. 

ll!tnt of the ohildren ' 1 refUgee progra11. 

The follodng me110randwo is brought together after <lisouosions with Dr . 

Joseph Schwarta , Joint Distribution Coaittee representative from Lisbon, disouaa­

ion with llr. Philip Conard, Amerioan Friends Serrlce Coaaitteo representative froa 

Lisbon , and conversations and discussions with the escort part1 recently returned . 

Conard and Schwarts agroo thet a Mae oncuation prograa cannot be considered 

tor tho Collowine reasons and thet the progra• will be a continuing one with tno 

nu1abere of children able to sail for this country being less than a hundred in 1n-

d1 vidual gl"OU9 81 ' 

l . The etrect or ...,_,..., role tine to llexioo and Bol.sian Congo , and other 

similar rUJIIOure involving !aaily mil.'l'&tion ; 

2 . Tho ruaour or tho sinking of a ref'u(:ee ehip; 

) . Tbe !ack of oreanized relief and wel!are agencies and pusonne.l in Spain; 

4 . Conflict and ooafusion regardiDg what constituteo state Dopartlollnt in­

otructlon for eoaignl.ting ohildron. 

Although it is stated thet thoro are about t wenty ohUdren in Lisbon ready 

for the next eailing, 00118 twenty- five eligible children in lladrid, and upwards 

of one hundred in Barcelona and only eicht tn tan in Vigo and BUbo&, the total 

nUI:lber of chi.ldron oennot be daterlllined until ao1110 surva1 oan be accoJDI)liabod 

covering the various Spanish aroas. Tho nWibere of children undu sixteen are 

amal.J.er than Jai&bt be expected in a refUgee group of 10110 fifteen to eighteen 

tbousand-becauao or the euerlty of crosain& the Pyrenees and the fact that tbe 

refugooa are aoatly non and/or women unaccoopenled by a noroal ratio of children. 

About one hundrod fifty a day <Lre at proaont eetlmated to be worlclng into Spain 

f roo France. · 

In reapoot to thoao children in l"ronoe who eo nearly wero able to leave, they 

bavo beon returned from Marseille and Lyons t o the various Ose hol!les or other 

aourcee fro a which they wore origioal.ly gathered . Schwartz end Conard are a;;roed 

that the French refugee provaa 1e definitely cloeed. Switterl..&nd 18 not acoept-

1ng &n;f children, although a tentative plan aoJ' be at.t.ellj>tod buod on a JUU&ntee 

oJ: viaaa from Argentina for upwards ot one thouoand children who woulcl be accepted 

by Switterland for care for the duration, but SYitzerlend also would require fin­

anoin& tor -.int.enance. 
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RegardiJII the question of selection of children, it is bi&hl:r iaport.ant that 
any children selected in Spain should be carefull7 chosen in order that t heir 
presentation to tho Consuls at auch tiDO as the Consul& will accept presentation 
will not offer the Consuls an excu,.. for refusing th011 , In new of this , it ill' 
in order tM.t Herbert Xatzld be informed that in his next convortations with Dr. 
Sequerra Dr. Sequerra ' s selection of children for presentation be oloael)' scrutin­
ized and that the first children be most carefull)' conoidered . 

In view of tho conference witb !Jr . Travers in \'luhington yesterday, there is 

every reason to believe thot requests llr quota ~rs abould be colling tbro-..gh 
tro; the Barcelona &Dd !!adrid Consulates . ThUD , inatructiona to itatzld for 
Sequerra ahould be aont off a.diataly urging futuno precautions. 

With the approach of spring and aumcer it is not unlikely that tho proportion 
of children ooc11ping into Spain froa France will be increasing. It 1a quite likely 
therefore, that there is a definite problem of a child evacuee progrAm to be con­
sidered for tha remainder of the present fiscal year. On this basis , the u. S . 

Co....tttae 1s continuing ita finance progt'SJI of $907 , 000. :'ro111 War Cheats and is 
looking to other co1Dl.t1D8nts in due ti.ID8 for appropri.ata ncknowladgment . 

In teras of a prograa tor 1944 involving a cbild rotugee pro;:raa, there are 
t'ar too lll&n)' iapondorables . In discussions nth SohW&rtz &Dd Conard, tbe f1scaJ. 
position of tho U. s. Committee in terlll8 of tho financial fund raislng etructures 

in this countr; ""re pointed out, and each, I think, more clearly understands , 
and each agreed thAt he would attempt to keep in tho beck of his mind tho question 

us to developing trends e.nd events eo that as earl)' na June or July we llli&bt be 

able to 'diacuso 010re adequatel)' the 1944 fiscal progr am in order that the u . S. 
Coanl.ttae could be tllken into ~ar Chests ' ca..Jl&ii:ns in this country to be a full 

par ticipating •aber in the cs•pal£0 rather theA, b)' necessity, requesting an 
allotment froa the contingency funds . 

It is ~ conviction that the relief agencies in respect t o the refueea progog 
in tha Iberian Peninsula moy suddenly find themselves in a co~pnrable position 
to the situation regarding unoccupind Franco, and th~t when an elll8rgenoy of the 
severest natura proaonts itself that the ti1110 allowed will not be ade~uate , 

and that tho official a ttitude odll be the 8AJIIO as in france so that wbile t her e 
is still an opportunity, even though no dire emergency exists, it is sound and 

proctica.l to roroove aa ~ cbildron aa are eligible to the United States. In 
initiating this protlrua in Spain, it 1& essential tlu\t the initial presentations 
of cblldren to the Consulataa be carefull,y chosen o~. At such tiae as an 
e=ergencr should develop and agdn tbo question of .ass removal of children thrusts 
itself forward , the channels involving experience i n the reception, care and 

selection of children, Gonsulat e acceptances of procedure, and transportation shai! 
be in good enough working order ~ accollllliOdata nn emergencr demnd . 

From the conference in Washington on Febl'WU"y )rd with Travero, the following 

aua:oarization rolataa itself to thio memorandua: 

!lr. Tr11vera sent a cable during the conference with llr • • oa.rren, !a. Scbauff!er 
&Dd W.sa Lowy to the Azbeasador at :tadrid d1rect114: him to follow t he instructions 
previouslr wired to Lisbon and tladrid and to follow the en.., procedure as was used 
in Lisbon authorizing visns ror rotugeo cblldren who should be preoent•d to tbe 

Conauletea by ropreaentativeo of tbo Amoricnn ~iendo Service Co&mittao and Joint 
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Distribution Com:nittoe, children whose parents wiah theto to 110 t o tho United States 
and children whose parents have been deported , 

Another cable ill being prepar ed by Gar . Travers regarding the cases or chiltlren 
whose papers have been lost and children who have arrived in Lhbon and Spain 

rlthout. parents so tbs.t there will be no difficul ty about issuing visas to child­
ren who.se )Jtlrents or gtl!U'(il.Aoa aro not there to vouch for them. 

tao . ·rravers prolllised iiDlllediate act ion on the applications ot' the five merit 
cn:las which bad been received tht•t day from Lisbon. 



United S tates Committee for the Care of European Children, Inc. 

WAJt.HM.L PIELD, ,_.,oun 
A~NQ • :INO U!IOUa. ..cM'I.U:'t 

JAC • . .OH M AJtT1HDIILL. .,..,. • ..,.... 

21.) POUITH AVINUI, l"IW YOlK CITY 

TtiiiiH•• Al.Jonquln .._)16Z 

1-----...--
April 28 , 194) 

t.lr. L-ouis S . lleisa 
61 Broadway 
New Yor k City 

Dear !!r. l'leies : 

Within the pest 110nth a ruling baa bean established by the United 
States Depart.Mnt of Ste.ta to the e.ffect that those persona who left 
Cercany before lolarch 15, 1938 are not to be considered ret'ugees and in 

this sense not eligible for evacuation to the United States under the 
provisions of the United States Committee for t he Care of European Child­

ren , Inc . 

In the I berian Peninsula this ruling alillinatas 111&11)' children who 

would otherwise be eligible for evacuation to the United States. Those 
children face the same dangers 8lld hazards as those children who were in 

what was unoccupied France , freD where the United States Committee brought 

264 children . 14ruoy of those children were refugees in the sense t hat they 
hud been on the road ahead of Nazi pogroms prior to tho l9J8 Anschluss 

date . These children froa the Iberian Peninsula are not Spanish. They 

cot>e to the United States unacco11peoied . The re..aini~ parents , if any, 
sign an agreeaent with the Consul whereby their eventual visa raqueata 

are not to be influenced by the fact that their children are 1n the United 

States. 'fhese peopl e will not be allowed to remain 1n Spein forever, 
the dangers and hardships created by this war makes them eligible for 
evacuation as refugees, and invasion possibilities place them in tho same 

position as the children in France . 

There will not be great nu.ber s of children 1n the sense of lar&e 

evacuation groups . Rather , the present evac:uation program prospect would 

be one of a continuing seriea of smaller groups of children. 

The order setting forth the date deterDining when a child is or is 

not a refugee was issued by sources which require us to go beyond t.lr . H. K. 
Travers, Chief of the Vise Division, with whoa this ~~attar bas been d.iscuseed. 

Previously, t.lr. Geor ge l"larren of the President' s Advisory Co.aittae on Ref­

ugees assieted us on t hese matter s , but llr . llarren is now attached to the 
State Department and is in Bermuda at the Refugee Conference. 



This 1118ttcr nus been cUseuseed by the Advisory Committee or the 
United States Committee on the child refugee problem. We do not know 
just why this date .. as established, and it is the wish oi" this Commihee 
th11t you explore possibilities of determining "•b.Y this ruling" 1 and 
whether or not it may be rescinded. 
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