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X United-States Committee for the Care of European %hi[dren. Inc.
Ja 213 réu;ru AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY
Telepbone Algonquin 4-3162

MAS. FRANKLIN D, ROCBEVELT, HONORARY FRESIDENT
MARSHALL FIELD. FRESIDENT

AGHES KiNG INGLIS, BECAETANY

JACKSON MARTINDELL, TALARURER

MOBERT LANG
EXAECUTIVE DIRECTON

July 8, 1942

Dear lirs. Roosevelt:

You will be interosted to lmow that the United States
Committee is continuing its efforts to bring European children
to safety in the United States. The fifty youngsteras desoribed
and pictured in the clippings reproduced inside range from §
to 15 years of age and include 13 German, 13 Polish, 1
Czechoslovakian and 23 Spanish children.

The 23 Spanish children constitute the first group of
Spanish refugees arriving under the ausplces of this Committee.
Included in the group were many children who had been living in
goncentration camps.

The officers of the U. 5. Committee weighed the risk of
tramsportation against the peverity of oconditions in France for
refugees. The best information we could get indicated that the
children faced certain death if they remained in Europe. As
you lmow, there lan't enocugh food in unocoupled France and
apparently no possibility of getting enough food. Theoretically
the children should get 1,000 calories of food a day, but
actunlly this is impossible.

I hope very much that we shall have your continued
interest and support of the United States Committee work.

Bincerely yours,

1 ; q
JNanhalk Tild

Marshall Field l
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/ United States Committee for the Care of European Children, Inc.

213 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY
Telepbone ALgonquin 4-3162 P Y

MRS, FRAMKLIN D. RODSEVELT, HONCRARY PRESIDENT

MARSHALL FIELD, FRESIDENT
AGHES KING INGLIS, SECRITARY
JACKSON MARTINDELL. TREASURER

ROBEAT LANG
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

July 25, 1942

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

You will be happy to learn that the fifty
child refugees from Nazi-conquered countries who landed here three
weeka ago have found the United States a grand place to be. The
pitifully lean meals and the inhumanity common in Hitler's Burope
already seem unreal to them. The pictures on the inside pages
chow that the children still remaining in the reception center
are enjoying our American hospitallty.

I am sure we can all be happy that we have
engaged in this work of rescuing children who have been driven
from their homes and separated from surviving members of thelr
families. My only regret is that money has not been available
for saving more of these boys and girls.

We have a continuing obligation to some
1650 children, more than half of whom are British. I hope that
either now or when you are making up your charitable budget you
will make just as generous a gift as possible to the United States
Committes.

Eincerely yours,

J riarhall 7reed.

Marshall Field
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These are lnruu.mn.iu.km 1Jnhl:|.|| who arrived here three wecks ago, undemnourished and scared.

Good Care Makes Them Forget the Wartime
Horrors That Swept Away Their Homes
By EsserT b Mavw

Three works ago, [ sat on a steamalip pler in Staten Islanel aned watched 50

':-.-\.h| | al, Felzhibeme J hildren diseenbark From an aged Fortuguesse liser. Most of

hilcleen had come from o wnbed comstrics; many of them we 1lly umder
...-.-"..-I..-.-I.||un'~--: weTe -|'--.|~

The yeungsters were taken in charge by the U, 5 Committee [or the Care of

Esiropean Children ar 1 taken to the lovely, spacious. Edwin Gould 1ai
Pelham, there to await remaoval 1o canclully v | Vesterday 1
went bo Pelhiam to see how they had adapted themselves 1o nesw we wa T
ke rightiule that they b k s well
. The chiklren, with the resil v of e, er lalkis
I iel npe They were clean, | | eacl ivihand ag
. They dr r b t each meal. They Lad butter a
ﬁ liread an || wiin in the Found L Tt
3 e pecking the il OK w | o)
| il L'.I:--.-lll 7 g I il
The hiosts are amanet i fow of them care for chocolate koe ercam. They all

The children set the tahles, do their dishes. take vanilla

Fateel i Sovmmsl Clast kaner l-- i, I L1 I
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... Planning Their Futures, Learning American Ways

S

Serita, 11 .
Wants b be a dancer. She alscady has miven sevs Says she knows nine words of English already
the entertainment of het com- They are: "Good morning, gocdnight, how are
s, too, OF America, she said: you and thank you” The American things that
est, but 1 like the cake bet- impeess het ot are techadeolor n movies, the
strated eacellent leadership swimming poal at the hime, and brick jee cream
he children, both while in Europe and served im slioes of threa separate Bavors. Whea
the grows up she wants to “have a home.”

Encarnuaensn 12

Had been under bombings i various countmes
arid withidn soumd of war oy B
it Her father i dbeadl
] from an older brother in E e whi
writed lomg, thoughtiul letters Encamacion s
atill pmazed st New York shyscrapers  She
wrmil] like to be & movie actress
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Arsenan. |1 Jiseta, 10 Julian, 13
wshaoreman Eilled i L waii Snschmevoush isnts thal Is the maust serious ard one of the most intelligent
vividly amd his face tukes word of Enel Tk, 1 wanis to be an aviator In
¢ hatred when it i mentioed sondded readily 5 e nferested now In
wanitant, 7} e | am Beai ik Serifa i can study. He lived
P 0 T I Fremch camp where oaly the “young boys
el capt blise Maclio City troe, was o got milk amd nolody got apy butter or jce

i in i win o e Sormancls Cream.
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\ibli\ November 30, 1942

The twenty-eight escorts whom the United States
Committee for the Care of European Children sent abroad
to bring back the shipload of refugee children who had
exit visas from Vichy-France are now in Lisbon. We are
instructing the escorts to remain in Lisbon temporarily
to utilize the opportunity to save the lives of children
through rescue.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

When you compare the encloged cable recelved
November 25, the day before Thanksgiving, from Mr. Bennet
Schauffler, our chief escort who is on leave of absence as
regional director of the National Labor Relations BEoard,
4th district, (Philadelphia area) with the cable received
today, the day after Thanksgiving, you will see that the
situation is a changing one. I have also attached the
cable received today by the Quakers' headguarters in
Fhiladelphia from Thilip Conard, their representative in
Lisbon.

To summarize: it now looks as though, provided the
necessary cooperation can be secured from the European
governmenta, that we may be able to save up to 6500 refugee
children from Spain and Portugal, and, if the negotiations
through the Swiss Government and the Swiss and French Red
Cross are successful, we may be able to save the lives of
a much larger number of refugee children now in Southern
France.

Because of the delicacy of the negotiations, may I
ask that no printed publicity be given to the information
contained in these cables.

Again, I appreciate your interest in our program and
I shall make every effort to keep you informed.

\Einﬂaraly FOurs,

;;!Ka;a nwadA 7-‘ el r

o
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Cable received November 25, 1942

"Escort Group arrived safely. Emlgration of chlldren from
France for time being Iimpossible, though still continuing efforts
in the hope sltuation may change, At present time approximately
200 children all nationalities formerly from uncccupled France now
in desperate situation in Spanish prisons, Also some children in
Fortugal. Most urgent that every effort be made to save these
children as soon as posslble, Would therefore strongly urge you
recommend State Department that visas aasigned for children be
authorized for groups now in Spaln and Portugal, Fresence of
trained escort group in Lisbon affords unusual opportunity for
transport under optimum conditions if immediate action taken.,"

Bennet Schauffler.

Cable recelved November 27, 1942

"Indispensable that State Department enlist support Swiss
Government in effecting removal children from France and ask
that Swiss legation Vichy be instructed to take up discussion
with French authorities where Pinckney Tuck (U.3, Charge d'affalres
to Vichy France prior to November 7) left off, We have taken
measures to enlist French and 3wiss Red Cross cooperatlon to
handle transport to French border and continue all necessary
negotiations,"

Bennet Schauffler.

Cable recelved November 27, 1842,

"New telephonic conversation with Geneva 3unday lndicates
delerates hope for eventual exit children,"

Fhilip Conard
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UNITED STATES COMMITTEE FOR THY CARE OF EUROPEAN CHILDREN, INC.

%}» February 4, 1943

Memorandum to Mrs. Roosevelt, Mr. Field, Mrs. Gibbens, Miss Inglis, Dr. Kenworthy,
Mr. Mulholland, Wr. Morgan, Mr. Weiss, Mr. Warren, Migs Margaret Frawley of the
American Friends Service Committee and Mr. Moses Leevitt of the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee.

0f major importance to the U, 5. Committee ere (1) the guestions concerning
prospects of a continuing children's refugee program from the Iberian Peninsula;
{#) the probabilities of developments concerning the remaining fiscal year 1943
and 19443 (3) major types of problems relating to the present status of develop-
ment of the children's refugee program.

The following memorandum is brought together after discussions with Dr.
Joseph Schwartz, Joint Distribution Committee representative from Lisbon, discuss-
ion with Mr. Philip Conard, American Friends Service Committes representative from
Lisbon, and conversations and discussions with the escort party recently returned.

Conard and Schwartsz agree that a mass evacustion program cannot be considersd
tor the following reasons and that the program will be a continuing one with the
punbers of children able to sail for this country being less than a hundred in in-
dividual grouns: :

1. The effect of rumours relating to Mexico and Belgian Congo, and other
gimiler rumours involving family migration;

2, The rumour of the sinking of a refugee ship;
3. The lack of organized relief and welfare agencies and personnel in Spain;

L. Confliet and confusion regarding what constitutes State Department in-
struction for emigrating children.

Although it is stated that there are about twenty children in Lisbon ready
for the nmext sailing, some twenty-five eligible children in Madrid, and upwards
of one hundred in Barcelona and only eight to ten in Vigo and Bilboa, the total
number of children cannot be determined untll some survey can be accomplished
covering the verious Spanish areas. The numbers of children under sixteen &re
smaller than might be expected in a refugee group of some fifteen to eighteen
thousand—-because of the severity of crossing the Fyrenses and the fact that the
refugees are mostly wen and/or women unaccompanisd by & normal ratio of children.
About one hundred fifty & day are at present estimated to be working into Spain
trom France. :

In respect to those children in France who 8o nearly wers able to leave, they
have been returned from Marseille and Lyons to the various Ose homes or other
sources from which they were originally gathered. Schwartz and Conard are agreed
that the French refugee program is definitely closed. Switzerland is not accept-
ing &ny children, although a tentative plan may be attempted based on & guarantes
ol vigas from Argentina for upwards of one thousand children who would be accepted
by Switzerland for care for the duration, but Switzerland alse would require fin-
ancing for maintensance.
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Regarding the question of selection of children, it is highly important thet
any children selected in Spain should be carefully chosen in order that their
presentation to the Consuls at such time ag the Consuls will accept presentation
will not offer the Consuls an excuse for refusing them. In view of this, it ig
in order that Herbert Xatzki be informed that in his next conversations with Dr.
Sequerra Dr. Sequerra's selection of children for presentation be closely scrutin-
ized and that the first children be most carefully considered.

In wview of the confarence with HMr. Travers in Washington yesterday, there is
every reason to believe that requests fir quota mumbers should be coming through
frog the Barcelona and Madrid Consulates. Thus, instruetions to Katzkl for
Sequerra should be sent off immediately urging future precautions.

With the approach of spring and summer it is not unlikely that the proportion
of children escaping into Spain from France will be increasing. It is quite likely
therefore, that there is a definite problem of a child evacuee program to be con-
gidered for the remainder of the present fiscal year. On this basis, the U. S.
Committee is continuing its finance program of $907,000. from War Chests and is
looking to other commitments in due time for appropriate acknowledgment.

In terms of & program for 1944 involving & child refugee program, there are
far too many imponderables. In discussions with Schwartz and Conard, the fiscal
position of the U. B. Comsittee in terms of the finaneial fund raising structures
in this country were polated out, and each, I think, more clearly understands,
and each agreed thet he would attempt to keep in the back of his mind the question
e85 to developing trends and events so that &s early a&s June or July we might be
sble to tiscuss more adequately the 1944 fiscal program in order that the Y. &.
Committee could be taken into War Chests' campaigns in this country to be a full
participating member in the campaign rather than, by necessity, requesting an
aliotment from the contingency funds.

It is my conviction that the relief agencies in respect to the refugee progmm
in the Iberian Peninsula may suddenly find themselves in a comparable position
to the situstion regarding unoccupied France, znd that when an emergeney of the
severest nature presents itself that the time allowed will not be adequate,
end that the officlal attitude will be the same as in France so that while there
ig still en opportunity, even though no dire emergency exists, it is sound and
practical to remove as many children as are eligible to the United States. In
initiating this program in Spain, it is essential that the initial presentations
of ehildren to the Consulates be carefully chosen children. At such time as an
emergency should develop and agdn the question of mese removal of children thrusts
itself forward, the channels involving experience in the reception, care and
selection of children, Consulate acceptances of procedure, and transportation shall
be in good enough working order to accommodate an emergency demand.

From the conference in Weshington on Februsry 3rd with Travers, the following
summarization relates itself to this memorandum:

Mr. Travers sent a cable during the conference with Mr. Warren, lir. Schauffler
and iiss Lowy to the Ambassador at Madrid directing him to follow the instructions
previously wired to Lisbon and Madrid and to follow the same procedure as was used
in Lisbon authorizing visas for refugee children who should be presented to the
Consulates by representatives of the American Friends Bervice Committee and Joint
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Distribution Committee, children whose parents wish them to go to the United States
and children whose parents have been deported,

Another cable is being prepared by ir. Travers regarding the cases of children
whose papers have been lost and children who have arrived in Lisbon and Spain
without perents so that there will be no difficulty about issuing visass to child-
ren whose perents or guardians are not there to vouch for them.

Hr. Travers promised immediste action on the applications of the five merit
eazas which had been received that day from Lisbon.
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United States Committee for the Care of European Children, Inc.

215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY
Telepbone Algooquin 43162

MAS. FRANKLIN D. ROCSEVELT, HOMORARY FRESIDENT

MARBHALL FIELD, FRESIDENT
AGHES KING INGLIS, SECRETARY ROBERT LANG
(.
i

JACHEON MARTIMNDELL, TREASURER
Y
” April 23; 1943
L~
/' = -
Mr. Louis S. Weiss / [} }
61 EBroadway

Hew York City
Dear Wr. Weiss:

fiithin the past month a ruling has been established by the United
States Department of Stzte to the effect that those persons who left
Gernany before March 15, 1938 are not to be considered refugees and in
this sense not eligible for evacuation to the United States under the
provisions of the United States Committee for the Care of European Child-
ren, Inc.

In the Iberian Peninsula this ruling eliminates many children who
would otherwise be eligible for evmcustion to the United States. These
children face the same dangers and hazards as those children who were in
what was unoccupied France, from where the United States Committee brought
284 children. Many of these children were refugees in the sense that they
had been on the road ahead of Wazi pogroms prior to the 1938 Anschluss
date. These children from the Iberian Peninsula are not Spanish. They
come to the United States unsccompanied. The remaining parents, if any,
gign an agreement with the Consul whereby their eventual visa requests
are not to be influenced by the fact that their children are in the United
States. These people will not be allowed to remain in Spain forever,
the dangers and hardships created by this war makes them eligible for
evacuation as refugees, and invasion possibilities place them in the same
position as the children in France.

There will not be great numbers of children in the sense of large
evacuation groups. Rather, the present evacuation program prospect would
be one of a continuing series of smaller groups of children.

The order setting forth the dute determining when a child is or is
not & refugee was issued by sources which require us to go beyond Mr. H. K.
Travers, Chief of the Visa Division, with whom this matter has been discussed
Previously, Mr. George Warren of the President's Advisory Committee on Ref-
ugees assisted us on these matters, but Mr. Warren is now attached to the
State Department and is in Bermuda at the Refugee Conference.
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This matter has been discussed by the Advisory Committee of the
United States Committee on the child refugee problem. Ve do not know
Jjust why this date was established, snd it is the wish of this Committee
that you explore possibilities of determining "why this ruling", and

whether or not it may be rescinded.
2# yours,

HRobert Lang
Executive DLrectnr
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