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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
Harch 8, 1944

HEMORANDUK FOR
THE PREBIDENT

I saw Henry Horgenthau last
night and we disocussed what you
had sald about Ibn Ba'ud atill
insieting that he had been offered
a bribe.

e both agreed that it would
be well to hand you the attached
eopy of a letter which Dr. Welzmann
Rent to Jumner Welles last December,
explaining this whole situntion and
giving the faeta am he knows them,

The letter was sent to Mr. Velles
with the idea that he show 1t to
you but I do not know whether he did.

There 1r alpo attached excerpts
from s mtatement sent to Dr. Welzmann
by Mr. 5t. John Philby, who seemas
to have Leen the principal notor
in the transsction.

8. 1. A
Dr. Ch. Welzmann, '?;f, EI‘EH‘E Russell St.
London, W.C.1l. 12/13/43
H. 8t. J. Philby. re aAcquisition or

part of Palestine for the Jews,
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PLRBUNAL Farch B, 1944

Jear Henry:

I luwive siven to the Presldent the en-
closuree in Nr. Yelzmann's letter of Janusry
fourth, %o wit, the copy of Dr. Welzmann'se
letter to Sumner Welles, dated December thir-
teenth, and the sattsched excerpts from m
atatenent from Mr. Philby %o Dr. Yelzmann,
drted NHovember seventeenth.

I d1d not want to take tlme to nake
coples of them, 80 I winder 1f vou could
send me o copy of thege papers made from
the copy in your poesesplon becsuse I do
not suppose 1 will get them back from the
Prepldent and I would llke to have ay file
complete.

rainy thanks.

Very sincerely,

BAMUKRL I. RUSIHMAN

The Honorasble,
The Becretery of the Treasury,
Vaslitngton, D. C.

SIRYTMB
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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

WASHINGTON

March 10, 1944

Dear Sems;

In reply to your letter of
March 8th, I have had a photostatic
copy made of the material which
you have asked for, and I am sending

it to you herewith.

Sincerely yours,

Honorable Samuel I. Rosenman,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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V3th December, 1943.

don. Sumner Welles,

Daar ¥Mr. Sumner Wellea,

I+ was with desp rapret ~rat I learned of your leaving the Depart-
mant of State. 1 hops vem will Por iv: me tor tiocbling you, even now, with
A ratter dlccusted between us while you were in cfficey for [ chould Mle 1t
s ha broaght o the at entlon of the President, and 1f you mro willing to do
me his great service, I feel that no one ig e woll acquainted with the sul-
ject a- you ere voursell.

2, Vou will doubtless remember thet during oy copversntions with you
I mentionsd a scheme fur a Jenish=/rab agresnent, orizianlly put to me by ir.
gt, John “kRilby, the well-known irabian travellsr and acholar, wlio is n per=-
sonml Colend of King Iba 5a'ud, This I brisfly ropen‘el te the srosld nt when
T had the honour of gesing him. May I perin? vou of its main outline? The
Arabs should relimguish Palesiine west of the Jerdsn Lo the Jeve 1f, at that
price, complete independerce im sooursl tc ther in all other Arch lania in Asgia.
Vr. Fhilby envisaged conslderable tpansfara of Arab population, and a oompensa-
tion of £20,000,000 was %o be paid to Thn gn'ud. When Ur. Philby firet dis-
cusged this schome with me in the aviami AF 1935 in the prosouce oi my colleague
Hre hemier, we replied that Jewry, however impov. vished, will be able to meed
:e financial burdem, of which purt would hawe <o imine the form of Palestinian
goods, or work on lanc to be developed for ro-setilement of Arabs. Bubk the
political pert of the programme eould only be lmplemented by Great Bri tain and
the Unived Siates.

Be In the talk with the Pregident you sup ested sending Colenel Hoskins
to ¥ing Ten Se'ud, 1 felt reluctaunt to cxpioss my doubtz, but, affer careful
consideraticn, J wroie to you decrecadlng, the provossd choloe besause 1 Tmow
Jplonel iloskins to ce inm gsueral out of aympathy with our onnao. The position
with regard %o Ton Sntud was extremely delic:le. Ag you w.ll gee from the en~
ologed letter from iz. hilby, he md put ils sohwme balore ‘ba Satud r}n Janu-

/ATy
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ary 8th, 194C. Ibn Sa'ud replisd that he would consider i%, 1f 1% came %o
him as & Iim offer, but that he would disavow Mr., Philby Af th's attitade
was prematurcly divulged, Clearly ke foared opening himself 4o attmok by
riwls in the irab world oa aocount of a scheme which mipht newsr reanh the
stage of practical conslderation.

4 After leaving America last Juns I‘heard no more until the end of
Uotober, when Colonesl Hosking omme to ses ma heretbhree %imes in November.

He told me that he had bean to Arabla and hed “hers heard “or the first time
about the Fhilby scheme. He roported King Ibn Sa'ud as having spolen with

great bitierness about me, declaring tat T had sent Mr. Philby to him with

the offer of a bribe, which wms contrary to his honour, patriotism and religiony
and that he had turned Mr. Ph'lby out, and would not receive him in Arabis again,.
Colonel licekins also recorted Ibn Sa'ud as saying timt the £20,000,000 was to

be suaranteed by the United 3lates. Colonal Hoskins further informed me that
Ibn Sa'ud had sent a wriiten statement to the Prosideat in which Nr, Fhilby is
allvded %o, but not naaed.

Ea The arsertion about the United States uarantse fer the N8y oompen=
sat'cn was obvisusiy bmged on a misconcept ion somewhere (mes mbove, oara g raph
B). I should be profourdly distresssd Af the Prasident thournt I had used his
namc in this connectlen, which mma never the case, Further, lwas astonished
by what Telenel Hoskins reported Ibnm Sa'ud to heve said about kr, Philby, as I
knew hat Jr. Philby tad remained a puest of the Hing for quite half a year
alter having put his scheme hefors hilm. L g therefore relioved the next time
I set Colonel toskins to discover that the recort of Mr. Fhilby's discrace liad
beca werely Colonel oskins' own deductlon: he said he could not Lmazine that
the fin_ would weloome buck & man rho had sur, ested so distesbefu) a scheme. Mr.
favier anl I digcusged the matter frankly with lr. Philty, who hws also seen
Colonelilogking alone. ifr. ‘hilby'n view {as you wili ses irim the enolosure)
is that Ueolorel loskins' mission lelt mactters much ms they stood, aad “hat if
the origloal scheme was of fersd to Ibn Sa'ud on oschal? of the President and Nr.
Churehill, it would be mcoepted.

Gis filhen [ was in Amorica you were rnod enough to discuss with me at length
the lalestine guestion. I hope thet you bave not lost the interest in ‘nlestin-
ian al'sira which gave me oo much encowrniement and pleasire., tay I rut my
viewa Dafors you cnce were in special commentinm witk . Phiiby's schera? It
is concelved on big lines, larse sncugh to satisfy the legitirste espirations
of Arabs ard Jows, and the strategic and economic interects of Lhe Tnitsd States
and Iritain. In my belief, nom= of the prablems of the Viddle Leet can he effec-
tively settled plecemeal, but only by tr-e+in: them me n corrented whole. The
world is deeply Intercsted 'n solvians the Jewinh moblem, the overwhalodng majordt
of the Jers themselves desirs & Je:ish Conmonwealth in inlsatina, and e zpeck Lts
esiavlighment to nommalilse &hs position of Jaws i $he Disparsiony &the Arabe de-
mand complete independezce amd [-eadom 4o achiera unity.

Ts If the world supgorts the Jews in thvir domaid for Pules®iss wost of
the Jordan, let the Arabs concede i% am o gquid pre quo for f -lf:l::snl: of their
claims
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alaims everywher- else. Our heritage in Palestine was out down to the bone
when Transjordan was sepsrated in 1922. What is left is clearly a unik, and
further parbliion of it would deprive the sottlement ol fimality. If the
whols of Western Paiestind is left to ua, we plan tp carry out & Jordan
Development Scheme suggested to us by Auerican experts. This would alseo bene-
f£it tho Arac land on the western vank, and facilitate transfers of popula=
tion. A schame on such large lines would be groatly helped by the backing
of an sutstunding personality ln the Arab world such ms Ibn Sa'ud. I there-
fore feel, in spite of Colonel lioskins' mdverse report, that, properly
managed, ir. Philby's scheme offere an approach which should not be abandon-
od withous further exploration.

Cedigeney

Engloaura,
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AXTQACTS FROM A STAT Z(INT SONT TO M- BY Md. ST.JOHN PHILBY, 17.11.43.

——— T L - -

vessssssssIt was, I said on January 8th, 15940 - & fow days aftur my re=
turn to Arabia - that I commnicated "the plan” to the King. Thara was
nothing whatsoever to pruvent him telling me then and there that it was

an impossible and unscceptable proposition = in which cose I should have
informed Dr.heiamann accordingly and dropped the whola thing. But the
King did not tell mo that. Ho told me, on tho contrary, that some such
arrangaments might b possible in appropriat. future eircumstences, that
he would kuop the matter in mind, that hi woulld sive mi n dofinity ansvor
at the appropriste time, that meanwhile I should not brunthe a word about
the matter to anyone - least of all to any Arab - and finally, that if the
proposals becama tho subject of publie discussion with any suggostion of
his spproving thew=, ho would have no hesitation whatsoaver in denouncing
me a8 having no authority to commit him in tho matter. I was purfactly
propared to accupt that position, and the King lmaw that I would communicate
his answer to Dr.l@izwann. He did not forbid me to do sol

30 far from being & persona non grats to the King owing to my
connoction with this businesd, 1 remainod Arobis until July ?lst of
that yoar (1940) - six and & helf months after tho fatal communicetion, and
practically all ths tims as thy Aing's guost at tiyadh or in his dugsrt
camp. Indeod, on Juno lst His Maj oty made mo n gift ol & nowly=built
house on tho sssumption and in tho hops that I shonldlive percaniatly
in Arabia. Tima dragged on with novor a aign from tho Xing, and on &
eartain occasion vhon Yrsufl Yasin and I weru vlona tegethur in tha dusart
I vantured to broach th. subject to him. Aa I axpoctod ho waa hoatila,
but, so far ss I know, ha capt wmy canfidangs and I hiard no mors of tha
incident. Still later, undec similar conditions of confidance, I told
Bashir Sa'dewi th. gonar=l outlina of th. plan, snd found him unexpoctodly
favourabls; But within .74 hanre [ el tuld th nin: of our convaresation,
and, wnon 1 weifud into Lo Ludisncd-champor that afterncon, the King
summonsd me to his side. Didn't I tell you, ne soid, not to talk to any-
one sbout that matter? I made some very lame uxcudd, saying that 1
thought he must have forgotten all sbout it, and that thore was no harm
in talking about it as an academic propoaition. %well, romember, ho said;
don't do it sgain! Meanwhile, the suropesn oituation wos having & gloomy
affect on Arkbia, and I imaginad that appropriato conditions for the dis-
gusaion of Palustinu sffairs would be long in establishing thumsalvus.

In May I decided to prasa tha {ing for an answar, but, as I anticipated,
ho put mo off again,- though .ithout ono single word of reproach.

It was antiroly on uy own initiative that I deocidad about the
middle of Juns tu leava Arabia for Amirica. Cormnications with my family
in %ngland had bosn out of f by tha closing of the Maditorranoan; but, when
I gava this as my roason for going to Amarics, the King tolagraphad to the

/ Arabian



mmmzmwnmw

arabian Minister in London to tolegraph a weekly bulletin regacding my
family. Noverthelass, I in.istod on guing deapits the efferts of the
King and tho Amir sa'ud to dissusde wo on the ground that I might get ine
to trouble owing to my habit of freo spoech. I answerod that Engle nd
wos B domoeratic country cherishing thu right of froe specch at all times.
In the end, unsble to dissuade me, the King ineisted on my rocording in

my diacy that he himself had wernsd me not to leava Arabia lost I might
got into trouble. On the very day of my departure the Crown Prince, who
had como tu the door to see me off, begped mo to change my mind even at
the last moment, and beggad me to racord in my diary that ho too had tried
to prevant ma loavinmg Arabia.

I expleinsd all this in dotail to Colonol Hoskins in order to
disabuse him of the imprussion that I was at any time, sftor making "tho
plan” xnown to Ibn Sa'ud, a persona non grata at his Court. Ao ragarda
tha futura, I put it to Colonel Hoskina that the suggestion of my re-
turn to Arabis heing unwiloome to the £ing was obviously susceptible of
a vary simple test. The very samo suggostion had beon of ficially made omi
bufors (in Pebruary 1941) snd I had applied the test with tho result
that I had bson gategorieally mssurad by the Arabian Minister 4n London
not only that I would bo veleome beck in Arabis, but that ho was roady at
any tims to givo me the noonssary visea for tho purpous of roturning thithe
In view, howevur, of tho withdrasal of Colonol Hoskin's original statemant
thut the King would not piarmit my roturn, I did not think it necessary to
toce any specifio mction in the matter. I was, indead, as I axplained to
Colonol doscins, complately satisfied with his explanation of the whole
matter, and ha readily wocoptod my suggostion that, as his remarks about tl
{ing's attitude to mo hed naturally shocked Dr.¥ieizmann, ho should seek an
opportunity of explaining thu ronl position to them as he had dome to ma.

ith that, I brought the conversation back to "the plan”. On his o
gnowing, 1 suid, ha had known nothing of "the plan® until it had been
mantionod to him by the King. It followed that he had not gomo to the
fing with enything in tho nature of a firm offar on tho linos of “"the
plan® on behalf of the Unitad States Govarn-wnt. A further statoment,
mada oy Colonal Hoskins to Dre oizmann (but not ropoeted to md) was that
Colonel Hoscins started by secing the £ing whothur ne would 20 Dr.Tolmaam
that the King replied that he would consider the matter, but some days
alapsed without his returning to the subjeot. Concluding from this that
the answer was nogative, Colonel Hoskins asked him whothor ho would meet
one of Dr. eizmarnn's colloagues? It was thon that tho King is reported
to have broken out sgainst Dr.Veirmann and the Scheme. Colonel Hoskins
was now eware, I wont on, from what 1 had said, that the King had sworn
mi to complato sosorocy and had warned me that he would, if neceasary,
denounes mas That wes oxmctly what had happened, and the deduction

I drow from tha whols story wae as follows:

The King, on huaring that ho was to bo visitod officially by
8 gonlidential emissary of the Amrican Jovernment naturally assumed
that tho smissery waa coming to commnicate to him a firm offer onthe
linoa of "the plan®. Tho omisuary camo with no such offer, but merely
with thu sugg etion that Ibn sa'ud should meet Dr.leizmann or some
othur Jawich leader, prosumably for Lho purposa of furthor bargaining

/ over
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3.

ovaer Palestino. Tho King, fully socustomod to tho tortuous ways of
diplomacy, had deliberately rafrainod both from giving a definite answe:
and from expressing his opinion of Dr.%woizmann. Ha may woll have
thought that a fow days . silent incubation would produce ths firm offar
whioh he had a right tu expoet if "the plan" raeflestad the dusiro of the
British and Amwrican Governmonts. ButColonnl Houakins hed no firm offer
to make him; and whon soms days later he moraly asakad for the King's
reply to his original suggeetion about sesing Dr.leizmann, His Yajasty,
realising that "ths plan” had obviously not won aecoptance on tha part
of tho two Governmints concernod, allowsd himself, as ho occasionally
doss in momente of disappointmunt, the lumury of a fit of illetamper
at the expense of Dr.weizmann, the Jews in goneral, and mysalf. It
wans exactly what I would have expectud in thy circumstancea. King Ibn
Sa'ud is gotting very weary of tha ways of Yeatern diplomscy, and ha
parhspes rightly suspects that ths strategic, vconomic and politieal
interuy.te of curtain Griat Fowarse debar thim from making any roally
accaptable offer to tne Arabs.

Hevertheless, sa I made oclaar tu Colonal Hoskins after our
voery full tulk over the whole buesinesa, his account of his convaersations
with King Ibn 3a'ud had not in tho least shakon my conviction - & con-
vietion on which 1 was prupared to stake my whole roputation, which
was all I had to staks since I had already sacrificsd my caresr by my
fight for Arab indepemdence - that, had he gona out to Arabla with
Prosident doosavelt's firm offer, made on behalf of the Amrrican and
British Governments, on thelines of "the plan”, that offer would have
been mocaptod. I could only draw the mather disappointing conelusion
that the B itish and Amsrican Governments are not pruopared to make the
rolativaly light smecrifices invulved in “"the plan” even to savo the
Jawe from persecution, torture and death. If, howsver, 1 a: wrong on
this point the opportunity presents itsslf for putting the matter to
the test. If tho two Governments aro roally desiroua of an arrange-
ment on the lines of "the plan” and ares prepared to make to Ibn Sa'ud
a firm offer in that sensa, I am cenvinced that the King will accept
it - but it must be a firm offer on the linas of "tha plan”, to be
sooapted or rojected as it stands without modification or bargaining.
I havs only my own conviotion to pit againat the viows of Colonel Hoskin
but no harm can come of putting the matter to the test. &ither "the pla
is mccepted, or the status gquo remains intact without prejudico to any
body. For my part, I guarantee (for what my guarantee is worth) that
the suggested firm offer will be mccepted if made by any reasonably
intelligent person of indisputable goodwill on behalf of thao two
Governments concerned.

H.5t. J. FHILBY.
17.11.43.
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3UCRT NU°F OF n¢ W7 RSATICN ITH FI LJ-MARSHAL SIUTS, HYDE - RK HOTEL, LOWDC®, 8.".9
THUPBDAY, OCT'®R 14th, 1943, at 10 a.m.
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I ret Gensral Smuts a+ the Hyle Park Fotel at ten o'clock this morning,
ard tro:rh we hai net seen each other for eleven yrars, we met as old friends. 1
had, howev-r, & considerable a-ount of leeway toc make up in order to put befere him
g nirtire of the situation as I a=e i' at present, and this took about half an hour

1 descrised our 4ifficulties and frustrations: the White Paper, and what
it means for us, the Jwwish Army, ete., and incidintally tnld him that because of
the 'hite Papsr probably about 150,000 to 270,000 mors Jews had diad in torment be-
aaugn we sould not -et them out, I added that ina fex months now, thore would be

a nstics sver the gates of Palestine: "lo Jew neced anplyl" I described the gun=
rinning trianls, and %2ld him ttat Tnelishmen and Americans wore ant to return from
Snlantine with pisonel rian'‘s, %o soread asti=-Jerish, anti-Zionist, anti-s mitie,

sropa-anin, sup-estiag that the Jovs wers gubversive, and attacidn, the Unlfed a-
“isns in the milst of the war. They w.re t-yin; to drive us in'e rovelt, and at
the gime 4l-= th-y accused us of beinp subversiwve, It gramed that ti=y were follow
ins the pattern so succesafully evolved by fitler: f'rat defame - then yru can do
what wyou slease with them.

The General listened with close attention, anl at the end sald that I had
paiated a d-rk pieture. "o thopzht I hal changsd a great deal in the years since w
had met., I gaid it was small wondar if I had. But =y attitud~ had taren a course
pracisely npposits to his own: he had atarted by fightling the British, and now
avervthing was beinr done to drive the Jows into goposition to them. I think this
made an impression on him.

1 said that, so far as the Jevs wara concarned, Hitler had won the war,
heeause he kAl su cansded in poisoning men's minis svarywhare., He replied emphatieca
that Hitler was not poing to win.

He asked me whether I thourht *he Jews atill followed me? I said I be-
|iayai that Enrlish, Arearican and South Afrisan Jaus 64111 did. So far as -Palestin
was concerned, it was some y ars sin-e I hal bean thare and they mirht rorard me as
soning empty-handed. But I thoupht thay would sidll folloy me,

I told him the story about Jbn Sa'ud and Philby and the Prime Vinis‘er's
talk with me about his plan. But -ors than two years had passed since ther, and
nothing had happened. I was afraii that such an atmosphere was being created as
sventually to make it impossible for the Prime Minister = with the best will in the
world - to do anythings his hands would be tled - the Administration in Cairo and
Jarusa lem would see to that. I gaid it was therefore essontial to do something
now, and the first thing I would suggest was that General Smuts and myself sho i1d
me=at the Prime ¥nister and discuss the matter. He thou ht this an excallent sup-
gestion, and aaid he would try to arrangs it.

/That
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That more or less terminated  the interview, I am sending him a
":ri.tt.on nete :f the facts mentiensd in my statement, He will, as he said,
chew it over", and we sihall meet again, He will then try te h
interview with the PN, v arrange the

In conclusion, I said: the picture is gloomy, but there are still
t'ree men in the worlc who could solve our problem: the Prime Minister, Mr
Roosevelt and yoursgelf, I then gave him & short account ef my talk bl 4 .
Roosevelt,

The talk, which was througheut most friendly, lasted abeut tiree-
quarters of an howur,
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EXTRACTS IHOU MINUTES OF TIHE 21ST DECEMBER . 1943,

TﬁLﬂ "ITH lﬂ. MYI

're "eizmann said he had shown Mr. Amery the telegram !e had received
from Generul Smuts] Mr, Amery had answered that he could not tell him anything
sbout it, Dr. Weizmamn replied that he quite understood that, but it seemed te
im that thinge were going tewsards pertitien. Mr. Amery replied that thers would
only be & definite decision when the Prime Minister wams back in lendon, Aftsr som
time, Mr, Amery said there was one thing he could mention, and that was the Pales-
tine Currency Board had accumulated soms £50,000,000, so that there would be soms
money to give both to Arabs and Jews, At one stage, Mr, Amery said; Let trem
impose it on you, otherwise the Arabs will refuse,

REGRADZLD UI-I{}LHSSIFIED
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A-TS FH0M VINUTES OF THE 28th OCTONER, 1048

TALE WTTH THT PRINE TVISTER

Ty fllaigmon sald that thore hed beon present at the lunch, becides lir. and lrs.
TRurshlll, and 'ajor Thurehill, ¥r. and ‘rs. Attles, Lomd Fortal, the Dowager lady
fsnding, and ancthor laboiur =an whom Or. Welzmann did not recognise. Dr. Welgmann
sat between Hras Churchill and Lord Fortal. During lumch, “re. Churchill taliced
about Jueboe and Urde and Lorsm ingate, and at one stuge ir. Churchill joined in
by snying tat ho knew Dre deizmann had manbed Orde Fingate for Comrandar-in=Chisf
of the Jowlsh fores, but they eould rot have him beonuse ho wms wanted for other wo

After lunch the lndies retirel and !r. “hurehlll had ictroiuced him to the other
fusgts in vory complimentary torms. The i'rime iinister said it was a long timo sim
he had seen him, and Or, iieissann sald 1- dmd boon oo long for hime bre Churchill
them seid that after they had orushed GHitler they would have to establlsh the Jaug
in the posit'on where they belonged. [ie hal had an inkeritance loft to him by Lord
“alfour, and he map not poing to change. Or. deigmann said he did not think the
Prime Ulnlster would change, but thero were dark forees working s;alnst them which
might Moree the Obinet's hand. Uajor Churehill said they wers all enly biman and
acne of them petting any youngory it wam ther fore necossary to act qulokly. Ur.
Mhurahill endd they would Bave to take so-o ohinosgs. Turning to Dr. vsigpmann he sni
"¥au have come very good friends: for inskanse Jr. Attles and the labowr Party ars
committed on thic matter.” lr. Attles gald he csrtalinly ws, adding that he though
gomothiag 6 o4l be done shout Transjordan. re Churehill said he had bean think-
ing abest mrtition, but "mnsjordan was o cosd idens He kmeow the terrible situatins
of the Jews. Thoy would ret compepsation, and they would also be able to judge tim
crim'~als. As rogards the position im the Year “ast he did not take for granted al
the Information that came from that prt of the world. .r. Attles sald to Dr. Wels-
mamn that some of his people wers ever-nlaylng helr hand:  they ware somatinng
threatonlng. Y. Churehill sald they shosll not o that. He persomaily wouli profa
one good rows o woul advise them not &o “ave m soriese of rows. [t they had ko
do was wntch the tiring. Ha could not say publdicly what b0 was talling ir. Wolesam
nowi  thers would be questions, and e woild ‘mwe to loos tHme exalaining. They
could quote his p hlic utteramses, and say that he would not budgs from them.

irs Churehill repeated that they had a number of good [riendsr !r. Attles was com—
mitted, the labour Party wel committed, the Laschester Juardian wnn friepdly, che.
Er undoratood, howaver, that th re more cortaln Je-s In Aewrlca who wers oprosod.

B thought Dr, Walsgann ghould try and win over !r. Baruch. br. Churghill had
talted to 'r. Taruch, and fmd told him he wms wrong, but hid not oursoeded in persua
ding him. Irs Churghill went on to siy that he waa not ming to ohnnge his viewsg )
wmll.i bite deeply inte the problop, mnd it was foing to be "the biproat -lum of the
AL .

‘"hen Ure Chorehill men:lened partition, lajor jandolph and Dr, feizmann demurred, an
‘re "hurehill roplied t'at ho md bean agalnst it origimlly, but pow they had to
produse so othing now instead of the "hi e Maper. He had not meant partition in
the liternl penme = he thon menticned somet' ing about the Fogev amd Trans jordan.

REGRADZD UNCLASSIFIED Rl
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Speaking of the Arabsg Mr. Churchill said that they had done very little, and

in srme ingtances had made things difrioult for us. He would pemember this when
tha day of reokoning came. Mr, Churchill added that when the Palestine issue
onme up, he would gpeak out, and proceeded to glve the headings of his spesch.
fie finished off by saylng t'at ir. feismann need not worry = they had a wondepful
LEP TN

At one atn o, Dr. Welmmamn mentioned that anti-semitissn was growing, and the Prim
Vininter sald he thought it was not so, and Lord Portal mgresd with him.

liry Churghill said they could not yet discuss details. On the subject of the Arms
Trinl, the Frime Kinister clearly did not know the de'nils, but said agaln that
they ghoull not throaten. He suppested that Ur. Weimmann should go 4o Palestine,
widing jokingly that he had Troesiom of movement throughout the Fmairs.

At ons stage Dr, Welsrann said that ¥arch 1944 was approschin , and he fearsd than
o soe & notice over tho mtes of Palestine: "Uc Jer need applyl® ‘rom Mr.
hurghill's reply it appeared that thoy were thinking of carrying forward the

balance of certificates after larch 1644, and ¥r, Churchlill alded that in & coupls
of monthe or so after that scmething else might turn up.

Er. “hurehill quotsd, iuring he talk, the saying that "God deals with the oationma
a3 they deal with the Jews." Lr, Churshill also sald that of svery Fifty officers
who came back from the Uiddle Fast, ecaly ons spoke Bavourably of the Jews - but that
had merely gone to convince him that he was right.

#hen the party brole up, amd Dr, Welzmann eaid goodbye, the Prims Yinister sald:s
Mot goodbye = au ravolr, and that he would gee Or. Wolrmamn again. Dr. Welismann
said he was plad to hear that because he had usderstood that the Prime Ulpister
wis not wery ke on seeing him, and scewtimes urgent things aroce which ke cculd
digcuss only with him.

The lumch and the talk which followed lasted until 3.50.p.me
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genAT WOTT OF CONVERIATICH TTR FITLD MARSHAL 5115, FYOPR PARE MOTTL, LOWOOW, Gallals
TOUMS0AY, OCTODER lith, 1943, at 10 moma 3

I met Conoral Smubs at the lydle jark Hotel at tem o'olock this zorning,
ard though we had not seen eash other for eleven ysars, we met ag old friends. I hod,
howeyer, & considsrabls acount of logwny to make up In order to put before him a ple=-
turs of the sltuation as I see it at present, and this took about half an hours

I desoribed our difficulties and fr strations: the White Pnper, and what it
peans for us, the Jowish Army, ato., and inoidontally told him that besause of the
white Paper probably about 150,500 te 200,000 more Jowa had died in tormemt because wo
sould pot pet them ouke 1 gdded that in a few months now thore would be a notice owver
the pates of Pal stines "o Juw nesd anply®. I desoribed tha pun-running trials,
and told him that “nglishmen-nd imarioans ware apt to return from Palastine with pol=
somed minds, to spread anti-Jdwwish, anti-Zioniek, antl-semitls propagands, suggesting
that the Jews wers subveraive, ar! attacking the Usited Hations in the midst of the
war. Thoy wers tryling to drive us fato rovelt, and at the name time they accused us
of being subwersive. It gomad that thay wora folloming the pattarn ao succesafully
avolved by Hitler: flrst defamo = then you oan do «hat you 1ike with ¥ em.

The Genoral listened with close al tontion, anl at the ond sald that I had
paintei a dark ploturs. He thougnt [ md changed a great deal in the ysars since wo
tad pot., 1 sald it was grall wonder if I had. Bue my attitule had imken a coursa pra=
cisely opposite tc his oem: he had started by Cighting the Bpitish, and now evarything
was baing done to drive the Jows into oprosition to them. 1 think t-is wads an imprese
giom on hime

1 said that, so far as the Jews were somoerned, Hitler had woa the war, o=
cause he ad suwcoeaded in polsoning men's mimis ararywhore. o raplled emphatically
that Hitler was not going to win.

Bs asiod me whether I thought the Jews otill folloved me? 1 sald T balieved
that “nglish, American and couth Afrioan Jewa gtill did. So far an Pnln hine wae gonb=
gerned, it was nome yenrs ginge 1 tad beom there, anl they might ropnrd me as coming
mmpty-hanled. But I tiought they would still f 1low moa

I toll him the story sbout Ibm Sa'ud and Philby, and the irims Vynister's ja
with me about Hism -lan. Bubt more then two years had passed simonm then, and nothing ha
happened. I mas afrald tiat such an atmosphore was beln arentsd ns eventumlly to mak
it imposslble for the Prime uiniztor = with the best will in the world = to do amythin
g honds would ba tled - the sminigtratica in Calro and Jorusales would see to that.
I mid it was thersfore gssentinl %o do something now, and the first thing I would sug
oot wmp that Genoral Smats and wysslf sho 1d ~mat the Prime Yinlster and disouss the

mattor, He thourht this an excsllent suggestion, and anid he would try to srrange it

That mope or leas term nated the interview. 1 ae sending hi= a written nobe
of tha ficts mantloned in my giatement. He will, as hesald, fehew 1t over", and we
ghall mest again. He will then iry %o arrangs tho interview »ith the m. M.

In gonolusion, I sald: The ploture ia gloamy, but ther= are still thres mem
in he morld who could solve our problems the Prime Minister, Mr. Roosewelt ani your:
gelfs 1 then pave him & short mccount of talk with Roosewvelf.

) The talk, which was throughout mos friecdly, lasted about three-quarters of
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EYTRACTS FiOM (ITUTES, 23rd Nowerber, 133

THT MVIEE ITH GUNT7AL 3 WITE

Dr, Wsigmann sald he had seen Gensral Smuts at 11 o'clook that morning, and had had
T wery cordial talk with him. Gemeral Swuts had given hig as much tims as he manted.
The Nereral thought that trings wers going woll for them. A decisiom might be taken
by Ur. Stalin, the Prime kinister and the Pragldont at their present Conferanan,

and Ceneral Smuts might foin them at the ond of the wesk - or tho boginning of next
waolc, lo sugrested that ir. Welgann and Sir Ayndham Decdes should lmeh with him
hefors he left. The Cenaral gaid that the Prime Ulnister's mind wi: revolving arcund
partition, which wauld glve a good run to the Jowse la told Dr. Welsmarm that he
ghould not ask too many questlonn, so thak he should not be committed. They wanted
to retnln Lr. Weigsann's leadersbip. OConeral Seute gald that the talk which Dre
Wel gmmnn had had with the I'rime "jnlster meant more than they bolleved. Ore ol gmin
ghould not pay too much attention to what othar poople wer saying: itwould be the
opime Linister, the Preeident, and perhaps he himgalf, who would settle the matbers
The Teparal said they had friends 1n “re Arery and “ir Archibald Sinolair. In the
meantime, -alestine must Do kopt quiet. Ha would ave Lr, Casey cn the way back. e
mentlonad thut ¥r, Casey had ap jen to him about the e ;janak. GCenarel Smuts did not
bolirve thors had boen orpmnised "provooation” but thore probably waz ® good deal of
" anig” (he used the worde "horror judaica”), which led to provecative acts. Dre
fiaizmenn maid tiat such nots had to be stopped, and Gensral I=muts said he woild tall
abeut 1t that day. General Smuts gaid the Sowermment had groat confidence in ire.
halgrann, and Dre Wolzmann replicd +hat thay hed & furny wny of shewlng 1%, beaaune
he wnz not even allowsd to aomewan Lonte with his people in nleting and Amerions
Caporal Smuts said he wna purprised to hear this, gnd would taks it up. The denara’
sugpeated that Dr. Welprann might have to go Lo Palen‘ines DOr. Welssann told him at
¥p, Dap=curion, and the anbles sent to Palostine amd  America. Goneral Semuts said ¢
if peosssary thoy woull Arrange for ivo. cdoimmenn to travel with hiza

Or, feigmann said that at one tima they had heard that sir Douglas Harris was hea &
s o vising on sone kind of partiticn soheme. Gamaral 3muts brashed this asile, an
saidr "We =111 decide."

Speming up, UOrs Weimmann snid they md discussed threa polnkst

{a) the stoppage of the arms searchesj

(b) ocommnications with Falestins and Americag

(o) provision of transport facilitios for Ers. Felsmann AT Or. Welz=ann
had ko go teo Palestine.
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FTRACT JRol MINUTES OF THE 21st DECEMBER, 1943

TALE W1TH M7, AMTEY

Dr. Wols=ann said he had shown Mrs Amery the tolegram he had receiwed from Oemeral
e ory had angwered that he sould aot tell him anythiag about it. Dre
folgmann re-lisd that he guite understood that, but it seemed %o him that things
wers polng towards partition. Mr, Amery replied that thare would only be a dalfinite
dacis on when the Frime kiniator was vack in London. Aftsr some Yime, Ere Amry said
that thors ms one thing he eguld antion, and that was that the Pales ins Currency
fgard had mooumulated acas £50,000,000, so that thors would be some money %o give both
to Arnbs and Jows. At ome stare, ¥r. Amery said: Let them impose 1t on youy other-
wize tha Arabs will refuses

pmy T e reTED
PRECV )
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January 12, 1944

Memorandum.

Some time ago Dr. Goldmann tcld me that Dr. Welzmann
wanted to write me about some talks he had had with Churchill
re Palestine. I told him to tell Velzmann to give 1t to
the 0..I office in London and I would arrange for them to
transmit it to me here, T arranged with Mr. Chervicod te do
it and today a package of letters came in a sealed envelope
via the pouch. My instructions were that they should be
piven to 0.I to be brought over by some OWI man who was
returning to Washington, but it seems they sent it this way,
One ssalsd letter was aidressed to me, One sealed letter
was aldresse!l to Uecoretary Morgenthau, which I am sending
over to him unopened, ani onc to Mr. Velazal, 41 “ast 42nd
Street, New York Clty.

I phoned Dr. Goldmann and sald Velzmann had no right
to send this private letter over and I was roins to return
it or read it and satisfy myself that there vas nothing
which censorship micht cbject to.

He s=id it was perfectly all richt for me to open
it and if there was nothing objectionable, he would call
for it and deliver 1t to Mr, Welsgal.

T told DUr. Goldmann, who is leaving for London in
a few days, that he should tell Dr, Velzmann to send me no

more letters except via regular mail,



FEFPOCOUCED FROM HOLDGMGS AT THE PRGBS 0 ADOTEVELT LmAARY

R
Y

—

EXTRACTS FEOM MINUTES,

21rd Noveober, 1943.

INT:RVIEN WITH GENERAL MUTS:

Dr, Weizmann said he had seen General Smuts at 11 o'clock that morning,

and nad hed a very cordial talk with him. General Smuts had given him as
mach time as he wanted. The General thought that things were going well
for them, A decision might be taken by Mr. Stalin, the Prime Minlster

and the Preaident at their present conferengeand General Smuts might Jjoin
them at the end of the week - or the beginning of next week, He suggested
that Dr. Weigmenn and Sir ¥ymdham Desdea should lunch with him before he
left. The General said that the Prime Vipiater's mind wns revolving round
partition, which would give a good run to the Jewa. EHe told Dr., Welzmenn
that he should not ask too many questlons, 80 that he should not be committed.
They wrnted to retaln Dr. Weigmenn's leadership, General Smuts said that
the talk which Dr. Weizmann had had with the Prime Minister meant moTre than
they believed. Or. Welzmann should not pay too mich mttention to what other
people mere sayingt 1t would be the Prime Minister, the President, and per-
haps he himeelf who would settle the matter. The General saild they had
friends in Mr, Amery and Sir Archibald Sinclair. In the meantime, Palestine
must be kept quiet. He would see Mr. Casey on the way back, He mentioned
that Mr. Casey had spoken to him about the Haganah. General Smuts did not
believe there had been organised "pmvucatiun', tut there probably wes a good
deal of "panic" (he used the worde Wterror judaica"), which led to provocative
acts., Dr. Weigmenn said that such acts had to be stopped, end General Smits
aald he would talk about it that day. General 3muta said the Government had
great confidence in Dr. Weizmenn, and Dr. Welgzmann replied that they had a
funny way of ahowing it, because he Was not even allowed to communicate with
his people in Palestine and in America. general Srmuts said he was surprised
to hear this and would take it up. The General suggested that Dr.s Welizmann
might have to go to Palestine, Dr. Weigzmenn told him about ¥r. Ben Gurion,
gnd the eables sent to Palestine and Aperica, General Sruts sald that 1if
pecemsarythey would arrange for Mra, Weimann te travel with him.

Or. Weigmann said that at ome time they had heard that Sir Douglas
HBarris was here and wes advising on some kind of partition scheme, General
Smuts brushed this aside snd sald: "He will decide”.

Summing up, Dr. Welzmann gald they had discussed three pointa:
(a) the stoppage of the arms searches;
(v) eomcunications with Palegtine and America;

(¢) proviaion of transport facilities for Mrs. Weigmenn 1f Dr.
Welzmann had to go to Palestine.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED

L



mmmmumum

anm

79, S77AT RUU8E L OTRTT

1O %, Tata Ve
13th Jeecwber, 1943.

Hen. Twmer ..elles,
iAS'IST 7, D.C.

Junp Fre Sumner Welles,

1% vma rith deep r -ret that 1 learned of your leasing the Department
of State. 1 hope you will for-iwe me for troublin- you, cven now, with a matter
discusced betieon us while you were in office; for I should 1ike it to be broujhi
to the attention of the President, and if you are willin- to do me this great
serviee, I feel that no one iz ns well mcguaintod with the subject as you are
yrursclfl.

2. You will doubtless rere ber that during ry sonversations with you I
mentioned a soheme for a Je irl-Arnb aprosment, originally put ‘o me by ire 5t
John Philby, the well-known Ambian traveller and scholar, who iz a personal
frieni of Kiny Ibn Sa'ud. This I briefly ropeated to the President when I hed
the honour of sesing him. ay I rerind you of its min outline? The Arabs
ghoul! relinguish Palestine west of the Jordan to the Jews if, at that price,
com lete independence is sccurel to tham in all other Arab lanis in Asim. i
ihilby envisaped considerable transfars of Arab po-ulation, and a compensation of
£20,770,0N0 was to be paid to 'bn %a'ud., .hen !r. Philby first discussed this
arheme with me in the autumn of 1939, in the pr sence of my colleapue lr. Uamier,
we renliel that Je-ry, thourh impoverished, will be alle to meet the financial
burden, of which part would have to take -he form of Palestini-m goods, or work
on land to be developed for re-settlement of Ar:bs. Rut the political part of
the programme could only be {mplemented by Creat Britain anl the inited States.

3. In the: talk with the President you suppested sendin .olonel loakins to
King Ibn Sa'ud. I felt reluctant to express ry doubts, but, after eareful con-
sideration, I wrote to you deprecating the oronosed cholne bacause I knew Colomel
floskins to be in general out of sympa‘'y #lth our cause, The positiom with repard
o Ibn Sa'ud wms ertrs ely de'icate. As you will see rom the enclosed letter
from Mr. Philby, he had put his scheme be ore Ibn Sa'ud on January Bth, 1940. Ibn
Sa'ud renlied that he would consider it, if it come to him as a firm offer, but
t'at he would disavow Jr. Philby 1f this at titude wns prematurely divulged. Clear
ly he feared opening himself to attack by rivals in the Arab world on account of a
scheme which might never reach the ttage of srnctioal considernt ion.

Ge After lmavin; America last June, I heard no more until the eni of Octobe:
when Colonel loskins came to see me here three times in Yovember. He told me that
he had been to Arabia and had there heard for the first time about t'r}- hilby

sohema
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grheme. Ue renorted Fimg Ibn Sa'ud as having spokem with great bitterness a
me, isclaring t*at I !adl sent 'r. Philby to him with the offer o: a bribe, w
wans ocontrary to his honmour, patriotism, ard religiony and that he hnd turne
ire "hilby out, and would nct recel e hia in 4rabla a;ain. (olonel !loskins
also reported fin Sa'ud as saying that the £20,000,0C0 wans to te guarantesd 1
the 'ni el States. Colonel loskins further in‘ormed me that Ibn Sa'ud had se
a wri‘ten stateront to the Prosidemt in which ir. Philby is alluded to, but
named .

5. The assertion about the United States guarantee for the money compe
tion wns obvicusly bised on n misconception somewhore (see above, paragraph 2
I ghoull be nrofcundly distresced if the President thought I had used his name
in t"is connection, which vas never the case. Further, I was astonished by wh
“glonel Ueskins ronorted Tbn Sa'ud to have sald about r. Philby, as I lmaw th
“r Philby had remiined a guest of the Fing for quite halfl a year after having
mut +is screrm~ before him. I was treref ra relleved the next time I met Colon
lo-*ins o discover that the re. ort o r. “hilby's disgrace had been mrrely
alonel "ooina' oom deductions he snid he could not imapine that the King
we 11 waleome back a man wh  had suggested so distasteful a scheme. “r. Namie
ard I discussed the matter frankly with !r. hilby, who has also se-n Colonel
#p.-ins alons. Lr. Philby's view (as you will see from the enclosurs) is that
plomel "nskins' mission left matters much as they stood, and that if the orig:
ml sohema was offered +o Ibn “a'ud on behalf of the President mnd !r. Churchil
it wo .11 be acoeptoi.

(- ihen I was in Anorica you were rood enoush to discuss wih me at leng
the Palestine question. I hope that you have no* lost the interest in Palestin
ian affairs w' ich gave me so much encowrapgement and pl asure. lay I put my
vi~ws befor: you once more in snecial commection with Mr. Philby's soheme® It
conceived on bir lines, larie encugh to sntizsfy the legitimate aspirations of A
ard J wa, anl the strateric and economic inter-sts of the Unitel States and Bri.
tain., In my belief, none of the problems of the :iille Easgt can be effect vel;
settled piecemeal, but only by tr-ating them as a connected whole. The world 11
deasly interested in solving the Jewish problem, the overwhelming ma jority of
‘he Jors themselves desire a Jeuich Cormon enlth in Palestine, and expeot its
o-tablighment to normalise the positi.n of Jews in the Disperslong the Arnbs de
mand complete independence and freedom to achlieve unity.

Te If the world supports the Jews in their devand for Palestine west of
he Jordan, let the Arabs concede it as a ;uid Eru quo for fulfilment of their
claims everywherc else. Our heritage in Falestine wns out down to the bone whe
Trans jordan was separated in 1922. hat is left, is clearly a unit, and further
nartition of it woull deprive the settlement of finality. If the whole of west
orn Palestine is left to us, we plan to arry out a Jordan Development Soheme sy
rested tp us by Ameri--n experts. This woull also benefit the Arab land om the
western bank, and facilitate transfers of population. A scleme on such large
lines would he greatly helped by the backing of an outstanding personality in the
Arnb world, such as Tbm Sa'ud. I therefors fesl, in spite of “olonel oskina'
adverse report, that, properly managed, Mr. Philby's scheme o fers an approach
which should not be abandoned without further expleoration.

5 Yours very sinceraly,
Signod....sCH. VEIZUA'N.
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CORPTERNRIAL
- MINUTE OF CONVEASATLON WITH COLONEL HAROLD HOSKINS
State Department Building-- Washington, D. C.
December 28,1943

Presant! Col. Hgakins, Ir. Goldmann
Dr. Goldmann went to see Col, Hoskins at the latter's invitation.

Col. Hpakins said he had returned from Londonm about ten daye ago.
He hadl seen Dr. Welzmann several times and he had aaked Col. Hoskins to get
in touch with Dr. Goldmann. He had reported to Dr. Welzmann on the result
of his visit to Ibn Send and wanted to give Dr. Goldmamnn the same report.
He hed discussed the Zioniat problem with Ibn Smud and had proposed to him
on behplf of the American govermment that Ibm Spud, or ome of hils represen-
tativea, meet with Dr. Welzmann, or other representatives of the Jewish
Agency for Palestine. Im Spud hed refused on two scores-- Tiret, because
of his gemerally sntagonistic attitude toward Zionism, and, second, becauss
Sir John Philty had come to ses him lao 1341 and, on beshelf of Dr. Welzmann
hed offered him 20 million pounds (or dollars, the figure escapes me--NG),
vhich he regarded as a persooal insult to him. When Col. Hpskins saw
Itn Spud he did not kmow whet the actual facta were and learned them only
later in his conversatlons with Dr. Welzmann.

The real story is that Sir Joho Philby suzgested to Dr.
Welzmann that he be smthorized to discuss with Ibn Sand the guestion of
a loan for the development of Spudl Arabia; thet Dr. Welzmann hod discussed
this proposal with British officisls and had told Philby that if Ibn Samd
would help the Jews, it should not be imuossible that such & loan be
arranged. It eppeared that Philby,who had epent several montha in Sgudi
Arablp without achieving aenything, did not tell Ibn Sgud thet the idea of
the loesn originated wih himaeelf.

Col. Hoslkins said that Dr. Welmmann felt thet the Prosident
should be informed of the resl facts and had wanted to give Col. Hpskins a
memorandum to be submitted to the President, but since Col. Hyekins left
England a few days before his scheduled departure the memorandum was not
ready. He axpects to get it through the American Eubassy in London.
In any cese, Hoskins concluded, it 1s clear from his talke with lbn Spud
that the idea of using him as an intermediary was a mistake and that
door must be regarded as definitely closed.

Dr. Goldmann eald this was no surpriee to the Jewlsh Azency.
As Col. Hoskins might recall, in conversations with him and with Mr.
Murray, Dr. Goldmamm hed said that the Agency was more than skeptical
about Itm Saud's taking a moderate stand; that Mr. Shertok had warned
against the whole idea. However, since the State Department thought them
was s chance, the Agency did not think it should prevent thelr tryimg it.

Col. Hyekins eaid that the idea about Ibn Spud had eriginated
with My. Bhurchill who hod discussed 1t with Dr. Welzmann in 1940.
For this reascn the President, after recelving his report, theught that
Mr. Churchill and the British government, as well as Dr. Welzmann should
ve informed directly by Col. Hoskins about the fallure of his mission;
it was for this reascn he had besn sent to London.

Col. Hopskina said that now the situation was clarified ent
and other avemes of epproach will have to be found to bring about an
understanding between Jgows and Arabe.

The telk then turned to the general situation chout
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Pakestine. OCol. Hoakins sald he had taliked with Nuri Pasha and other Arab
leaders in Cairo snd had seen Bengurion in Jerusalem; he also had had

a long telk with Shertok in Cairo. On his way back from Saudl Arabla,

ne wanted to go back to Jerusalem to see Bengurlon and Shertok, but in
Bnssra he got a cable asking him to return lmmediately. He got the im-
pression from his talks with the Arab leaders that it should not be im-
possible to bring about a peaceful solution of the Palestine problem
through an understandlng mitunlly ncceptable to both parties. He thoupht
the American government could be very useful in this respect as the Arabe
have great confidence in America. ’

Dr. Goldmann said that since the begloning of the war, the Jewlsh
Agency hed taken the position that America and England shouid cooperate
in securing a solutlon to the Pelestine problem. The Agency never be-
lieved in playing America off against Great Eritain, tut 4id believe,and
was encoursged by many of ita best friends in Groat Britain,that it would
te difficult for Britain to find a way out of contradictory commitments,
and it would be easier if there were jolnt Anglo-American responsibllity.

Col. Hoakins sald he fully agreed with this attitude and that
guch was the main purpose he nnd others had who suggested the jolnt state-
ment about Palestine to be issued by America gnd Grect Britmin. He
said: "I know you were against 1t and finally prevented 1t. But I would
like you to koow my motives; I would not wont you and your friends to
thigk I wos anti-Zionist.” Hy said he felt thot such o stotement would
snse the tense situstion in Palestine and would bring America definitely
into the picture as rendy to take a hand in the solution of the Palestine
question.

Dr. Goldmenn sald that the intent to bring America into the
scens was certainly laadable, tut for this purpose 1t was not necessary
to issue such a statement as was contemplated. It was unacceptable for
thres reasons: (1) the Zionists did not agree with the evaluntion of the
Polestine situation as being on the eve of civil war, with the Jews ready
to provoke disturbances. Dr. Goldmann sald he knew that Col. Hpakine
felt that way becmise he had seen his report, but thought that the
plcture was exaggerated and rather hyasterical. The fact that nearly a
yoar had passed without any disturbances should convince him that he
wps too fenrful.

Col. Hpskins sald that Dr. Goldmann might be right, tut he
believed the situation was still tense and mentloned reports of the
killing of Jews end Arobe in recent weoks. However, he sald, his motive
was a genuine desire to prevent anything which would interfere with the
war effort, in which Dr. Goldmann was certaloly as interested as he.

{2) Amy joint statement between America and Great Eriteln,
Dr. Goldmann pointed out, which does not indicate that the White Paper
policy is changed, mist be regarded as an endoreement of that policy
by the American govermment.

(3) The warning to Jews and Arsbs contained in the statement
to dlscontimie public discussion would never have been accepted by Jews
in this country or other countries; on the contrary, it would have
antagonized Jews and created a breach between the Administration and
Jewish public opinion, which should certalnly be avolded.

1f, Dr. Goldmann said, the British and Americen governments
should issue a statement that tith were ready to act Jointly to solve
the problem and that a new policy would be initiated in due course, no
—one—
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one would object to 1t. Put for the ressons alresdy givem, the statemect
as 1t had been drafted was certelnly moat objectionable.

a
Hoskins sald that the matter was no longer/real issue; a decision
had alresdy been made against his position. Hywever, he had raised
1t only to explain that whatever the differences, his motives were not
anti-Zonist. He sald his only alm was to be used as a mediator betwsen
Jews snd Arabe snd to help them reach a positive ngreement.

Dr. Goldmann said this was sgain very laundable, tut that in
order for him to play such a role, he could not give the impresalon that
he was biased against the Zionists and all Zionists had that impression.
Dr. Goldmann his attentlon to varioue conversations with Senatore
and said that/Zonists would have to regard him as hostlle, he could not
play the role which he wanted to play.

Ir. Goldmann then asked whether he thought the time had come
for discuseions in London between the Zlonlsts and tne Britlsh about the
final solution.

He sald he thought the time was rapidly spprosching when such
discussions could start and that the British attitude that they were
not yet ready for such dlscussions was beginning to change.

He knew that Ir. Goldmenn wes planning to go to London and
anid thnt there he would get a real plcture of the situation cnd
would also realize thot the moment for discuseing an ultimate solution
woe op roaching. He sold he had alao reed rumors of some partition
gcheme to be discussed by warious Eritish offlciels end asked what
the Zionist position was.

Dr. Goldmonn explained why Zionlsts were novw inslasting on
the meximim area in the whole of Polestine-- the problem is no longer
one of gradual and slow immigrction; after thls war the problem will
be one of mass transfer of homeless and uprooted Jews and a smnll port
of Pelestine would not serve the purpose.

Col. Hoskins anid he ticught the Areb lesders understood that
tre Wnite Prper policy would not stend; on the other hand, the Jews
cannot expect that 100# of their demands would be satisfied. Some
concessions may have to be made to Arab demands.

Dr. Goldmann said thot once the Arabe recognized the right
of the Jews to return to Palegtine, n basls would be found for agreement
with them. However, diccuselon is of no use, so long cs they do not
know that the policy of the Jewlsh Notionegl Home will be supported by
America and Great Briteln. Once they know this, they will be recdy to
reech an agreement; but so long as they think thot America and Grent
Beitain will adhere to the White Paper policy, there 1ls no basis for
agreement.

Col. Hoskins sald he agreed with this and that the mein problem
wae for America and Great Britain to work out a formla.

Ir. Goldmann smid thet the Zionists sbould be kept informed
about such a formule and mot be faced with a falt accompli.

Col. Hoekins said he would remain in Washington snd wouls na
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gled if Dr. Goldmenn would keep in touch with him.
Before leaving Dr. Goldmenn mede an appointment for Dr. Silver.
The interview lasted an hour and a half,

1

Washington, D. C.
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THE JEYISH AEMCY FOR PALESTINE,
T7, GRZAT RUSSELL STREZET,
LoYooM, W.C.l.

4th Jinuary, 1944.

Judpge Samuel “csenman,
The /Ahite House,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

I have beon anxious to write & you for some weeks now, but have felt
it batter to wait for a rood opportunity.

First of all, I wanted to let you know sa‘:ething of the "Hoskins story’
of which you may have heard some echoos in Washington, and I think I cannot do
batter than send vou the account of recent developmonts at this end which I wrote
down for idr. Suncr Welles in a letter dated December 13th. I attach a copy of
this letter, with the enclosure by Mr. S5t. John FPhilby. (Mre Ph'lby, who is a
great Arabic scholar and traveller, has been connected with Ibn Sa'ud for many
yeara; he is, I believe,a great friend of the King). Though I addressed the
latter to Mr. Sumner Welles, it is, as you will realise, intended for the Presides
to whom I was anxious to explaia that it was mot by us t'at his name had been so
gratuitously introduced into the matter of the puarantesa. Ibn Sn'ud's cshange of
sttitude as reported by Colonel Hoskine, may I think be due %o the long delay
between the original mention of the idea and Colonel Hoskina' wisit (the first
discussion with Nr. Philby was three years ago); or to the fact that Colonel
Hoskine came without the "firm offer" which the King expescted; or - inmy view
very probably - to the intervention of certain representatives of the oll compa-
nies which hold important concessions in Saudi Arabia, and which must provide Ibn

Sa'ud with a considerable incomey +the metivities of such companies in the Middle

/Bast
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East are, in my experience, usually anti-Jewish. In my own view, the sending
of Hoskins to Tbn S5a'ud was & serious mistake: he came empty-handed, and quite
unprepared - and he is in any event none too sympathetic, I did warn dr. Sumner
Welles about this in m letter which I wrote him before leaving America - of which
ybu can pet a copy from Mr. Meyer Veisgal.

I think the letter to Mr. Welles ccvers the rest of the Hoskins story
- 80 fr as it is known to us hers. I should perhaps add that the "plan" which
Mr. Philby mentioned to the King three years since was also mentioned to me,
quite independently, and without any knowledge of lr. Philby's views, by the Prime

¥inister, amd this is why I have always attached considerable importance %o it.

Since my return to Londen I have sden guite a mumber ‘of people: the
Prime Minister, Mr. Attles, Fisld-Marshal Smuts, and of course thes Colonial
Secretary (several times) - apart from some other members of the Cabinet. No
very precise information was made available to me, but my impression is that
there are tha followin: “prnbn‘.nilitius“ in the air:

1) 1t seems to be assumed that the White Paper cannot be maintamined
{though I'm sure that the Palestine Administration would do - and is doing -
everything in its power to maintain the White Paper policy), and that something
alga, at present unapecified, will replace it. It may ba that the idea of parti=
tion is to be revived. Such a solution at this time would, I believe, be nelther
just nor final, nor could it be agreed to by the Jewish pecple. I do not know
whather any definite decision hae been reached or not, though I gathered from
hints dropped by Field-Marshal Smutes that our affairs were discua.and at the
recent meetings, and no doubt the President was in the picture - which makes me
vary happys

2) Hints are also being dropped in various quarters that the declsion

- whatever it may be, will be "imposed" on both sidea, and not previcusly dis-
. Jous sed
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cussed with us or the Arabs.

The element in the present situation which mrriuu us most 1la the
growing bitterness bstween the British Administration in Palestine and the Jewish
Community. It stems, of course, mainly from the "hite Paper (to which, as already
mentioned, the local officials would like to adhere indefinitely), and from all
that has happened to us in the last few yrars: the Struma, the Patria, the em-
auation of refugess {ram Athlit to Knuritius, the raesnt trinla and searches For
arms, with the savage sentences imposed om our people (in striking contrast to
the trivial punishment meted out to hundreds of Arabs guilty of similar and more
garious of fences ) = all this, with innuemerable small and larger chicaneries over
a period of years, has contributed to exasperats the Jewish population. I have
doe my utmost - not, I believe, without some measure of success - to hold things
steady, and have just recently invited delegations from Paleatine and from the
States to meest in Londen in arder to discuss the whole situation and the peoasible
decisions of which we may be informed. I gannot emphasise too strongly that our
most impediate anxiety is to prevent the pesurrence in Palestine of ineidents
which may prejoiice any future arrangsmen’ s. Hany Americans returning from
Palestine are, I fear (like many of the British) unduly and mdversely influenced
by the local Administ-atieon, and snything which can be done from the American
gide to counteract this would be of great value. For the last year or so we have
been hearing from British and American sources that everything in Falestine is
working up for a elash hetween Jews and Arabs. On the other hand, we understand f
from mAnY Sources that relations between Jews and Arabs - at any rate in ordinary
day-to-day intercourse - aro improving, and these panicky reports have no roeal
justification. For myself, I am quite sure that talking about clashes is the

best way of brincing them about. UnoertainSy is also a fertile broedinpg-ground
[ ror
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fop unrest: the sconsr a delinlte dealsion is taken, and & constructive poliey
annnunced, the better for evervons. Tha Frime Minister rightly attaches the
greatest importance to correch tiring (an you may ses fro= the snolossd note of
my talk with him); and we would agree, ware it nat that wo fear that delay may
play into the handa of tho dark forcas op rating in that part of the world -

foreos anxious to provoke & alash, and prevent any construative eolution.

Just as I loft America I heard, to my great distress, that you were
not well, so that I ocould not see jou to say goodbye. I am very happy ta learn
that you are back at work again - the beat poseible sign of full recovery.
1 sond you oy very bist wishes for a happy Mew Year, and lock forward to
hearing Fromyon 800Ma
With kind personal regards, 1 am

Very sinceraly yours,
Sipned....CH. WEIZEANN

F.%, Wa have tmen thinking of goimg %o Palestlne - bu* of courqae it i
A4 fgult, thinpe bainp as £ = r, 'o make any dafinite arrarpersonts acy

distance aheoad.
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Jewlsh jrrency for Palestine
- (sce Velzmann)

PIRSCNAL ¥arch B, 1044

Dear Henry:

* neve given %o tue resicent e oh=
closures in Or. Yelzoann's lelier o waniu TY
fourth, %0 ¥it, the capy af Lr, swelznenn'se
letter Su Suaner “olles, Wi locu ~uceRoer Uille
teenth, snd the sitached excerpte Irac &
atatensnt Tron ¥r. Philby %o Dp. Yelezmunn,
dnted liovenber sevonicenth.

I did not want to take tlme To onke
copien of then, oz I winder 1f you caula
aend us o copy of these "ampere npce JromM
the copv 1n viur pocsesnnion beceuse 1§ &0
not pupuase i will pet thea bpek Irae Ve
Prealdent ana 7 would like to have ay fllie
coaple te.

many thuanke.

Pe Muoldibal

The honarable,
The Searetory of the Traasury, SIRJST
vashington, 7. C.
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