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lion . Adol ph A. oorle 
St 'l.te D~pt~rt~ner.t 

W~shlngton , D. c. 

De11 r .. do l ;>h: 

Oc t ober 19 , 19~9 . 

r do rot ~now ·~ether our ~or~uler 

aervi oe ln V.'\rnrw, ?olond , i s Y!! t eqtl ipped t o gi ve 

u s en7 lnt'oJ1!18r.ion "i3 t o ralatives who l ived in 

t hat c i t)· et t he ttme or the Ccrroon ln•la:llon. 

Ir it \s, I would ep~recl •te 11 v~ry 

much 1 f ooma lnfo nn11 t l on coul d be ob~ained conc.,rn­

l nr the !"ollowin~t , v~r.o ~ re t.he ,,· ~ : · ,~ ·nd c ~.11rren 

o r ~ ~1rst c:~usin ~f r~ne , whom ! bro~ht ov~r 

frorr ?olo.nc in t.p r il o f th\s you r : 

~nl ' lej~er (wite) 
V. L. •ielKe 
-<o " · 16 
1\sr s,.w, i'ol•nd 

Ju~ti ne) 
Saul l 
S:tawci e) 

chi l dren 

Is 1 t po st~i ble l n ery wey th~t you ltnow 

of to send ~ny f i renct el ~eel stt~noe to the~e people1 

I woul d Gpprecl~ 1 e 1 t ve ry muc h 1 f you 

would r,. f~r t his letter t o someone lr ycur Dep5 !'t.mert 

who ha ndle s theRe thtrrs with t he rqqu eat tha t he ~d­

v1se me . 

L am norry t o bother you , but you oan 

underst~!"c the !:.nxlety of t he f·• th ~r nf thi s famil y , 

who 1 s here a l on e . 

•;,1th k i nd r eg'l r <lll , 

Very ~lncerely yours , 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHIN GTON 

Cctober 2~, 1939 

'.'!1 t l'. further refcl"' e.,..,ce tc your lettero ot October l~tt .. , 

They c.l·c , ho·nevu! , an~el' v~;.r~" strict 11m1 tf' .. tion , s~.nc e the 

city is administered ll:• t !'lc O·ercan mlli tary. Th e Germ&n 

boverr..:ent liko·.··1se hrs 1nd 1cr.teC. t ha t it 6oes not pru•tlcu-

~uc:l1Cc·.l C:i tizen . I !':o.v e ne-., ertt.eleas askeU our E!r.bc.s:z.:r 1n 

Serlin 1:0 tt.l...e Ll.-.~ r11th t l:.e CAr r.ln.n gover·nment o.$ "' ,ue..t.ter· ct 

G!--ec.h.l c?u:rtesr tnP soc:.;r•in~ c f 1~formf.t1on ::..:.:Jo·..;.t ~5 . i.:~:-n.la 

_.~ei""SC:l.U. "attE:!r, I sho~lG 'be obl16 ed 1f :;ou V~o uld 

f:e<>.> tl· l s s tr1ctll c~ni'iC.ential . :7~ t<re ce1n~ Ccht;;eC: 1·:1 t il 

tr.ouso..1.ls of l'eQuests to i'LlC. out Wi'lh t ;OL.s ha,>pene<l t o 

r oliEt: relc.t ives vi' Aucric~n citizens . It 1s "'''&.Ct lcnlly 

ou.t oi t !:.E' O.U(.;oit!.,:'l t~ t~::e co.re of these I 'equeste , st-~ ve 

Ul tlu.a tely, 

:-lonoraC..le Sa.muel RosenJ..lan ~ 

oO Centre Street, 



- '- -
ultlJDlltt!l;r, tne Geri:lt"1 .,;ovorJulon t w1ll loosen u p ; but ·mt1l 

l t voes , to enooure6e t nyone> to C.ell eve v;c cc.n do t~o Job 

1G ell. . .-1~· to encour •. 0 e ;, l ot or :telsc !".opes whlch we o&nnot 

&< t1 o!'~· . 

'.71th A.LlC: rc0~l,.G.S, I !l!"', he alvrays, 

F'Rl tl'::tully yours , 



J ' 
' 

Hen . Acolph nur~e , 
I: ~parl1.1 .. mt vf S t:.t") , 
"' ' 1 t~ • ~ hasa nb u~ , u . ~ -

Deo:.r Aaol~ r:: 

Octoo~r 25 , 193~ . 

T:1c:.n~~o vert ~.u~h f or your letter of 
Oc::Jo.;r .24t!l , \.: ,i~n I O•Bt,) l y at-~prech.te . 

r ~:.J. .. 11 ttl-:! con.;:-.rn'3d by ttl':l !>j)e11.inr; 
of t r.<:: Odw~ in ycv.r 1 -st-..::r .,.,.-: "'"' ... ,mu.,.L inl!. .. 1.-,d,t:-:~r 
a letter v. nicn l !i".lnt t <:i you Cvnt .... L:1eu 1:t Lypo 0r ... ,wiccll 
~rror r~lativi l ~~ro~o . 1 ~d n~-~ 1~ Mrs . Mani~ 
Faj•:".lr . Your lor.tel' speaKs about IAanito. Ja j r.'.H' . 
If :ny l ;tt~.c o.i:.: ::~v-~.:!.lr. t. i,l\15 na.~ae , I t •vyd tr.ero: l:; ::~till 
t ime to corr ect it . 

\'11 t~l Kind!;!~ t rP.bdrus ;.nu 1.1 th ~~:;urances 
1:;n::t I ~ :tul.L 4-·:~p ~lli!l :>L :r.;..:~ l.t •!Ot•f.i.u-;:n tlt.l , l <u;~ 



!::y dec.r s~. : 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY Of" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Octo~er 27 , 1939 

I ;;.;; ul~·d :·::"..1 wro t E, bec,.uoc i n 

'./O'J.":" l e tter t l"'e nc.r.:e 1s spel led r ·1th 

b ''J" , 1 nst ~LC of &n HT;"t' . . 

1t . 

5!-.ce:-el~ .. :r~urs, 

!'io:1orc-':lt 5 ::.::-.uel I . P.c.sE:n.~on , 



lion . Adulph A. Berle 
De;>artment ·1f ::~11 -:.c 
\o<.ahington, D. C. 

Deur Adulpla: 

December '1, 19J9 

from tne ->tat.- De partment sier.ed "Sumner ·t.e.J.les, 

Acting becretary of St1.te " , v.ith res pee;; t.o tne 

inquiry Ulade n bou t tllfl t fa111lly 1n Vlar s aw. 

It is very favor abLe and I want you t o 

!mow now a.,prcc!.a tiv t! I am . You ca:1 -.clJ. imc:.gine 

tnat tne f atoer i s soc ur.ne.t over j oyed. 

With kindes t r ega rds, 

V ~l'Y S.iJlC Ol'e '..y j':.")Ul'5 1 



J.!y dear Sam: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WA8HINOT0" 

December 9, 1939 

Thank you tor your courteous letter 

or December 7th. 

I knew, or course, about the telegram -­

all telegrams from this Department ere signed 

by the Secretary, or Acting Secret ary -- and I 

hope things are going along fairly well. 

Getting inrormation out or Poland 1S llke pulling 

teeth. There ere a rew caaea that I want to 

locate in the Russian occupied sections, where 

there i s nothing but dead and blank silsnoe; 

and Httle than I can do about it. 

Beat or luck to you. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable 
Samuel I. Rosenman, 

Justice, 
Supreme Court or the Sta te 

of New York, 
County Court Houee, 

New York, N. Y. 



,., .... -811 . 11 - Strollo 1m, 

-~ 

The Honorable 

Georg 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNrTED STATtS OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN CONSULATE G ENERAL 

Berlin, Germany , January 11 , 1939 . 

Samuel I . Roseman , 
Justice, 

Suprene Court of !lew York, 
Albany, New York. 

~ dear Justice Roseman: 

I wish to ack:nO\Yledge the receipt of your recent 
cablegram with reference to the immi gration visa app11-
caUon at this office of Mr . Georg Stroheim. I greatly 
regret that the Consulate General is unable to cocply 
with your request that the case be expedited . Ur . 
Stroheim is entitled t o priority under the German quota 
at t his office as or December 3 , 1938 . Owing to the 
great number of people registered on the waiting list 
prior to :.:r . Stroheim, his name will not be reached be­
foro at least three years . The issuance or an immigra­
tion visa out of turn is specifically fo1•bi ddon by the 
1mr.dgration laws and ro~tlations for tho reason t hat 
such an action would be tanta~ount to the establishing 
of a preference class not provided for ln the immigra­
tion laws . 

Plasse be assured tha t every consideration consist­
ent with the imm16rat1on laws and regulations has boon 
and will continuo to be given to t he visa caso of Mr. 
Stroheim. 

I ac, 
L\y dear Justice Ro~man, 

Sincovolyj'yours , 
/! . 7 -.- JM 

k~rld H. Geiot 
American Consul 



!Ton. Adolph A. ·$0r lo , 
Stato ~portmont , 
11aah1ne t on, o.c. 
Dear Adolph: 

Octobor 1 , 1040 . 

Can I bother you a b'lin? I woul d 11ko 
to s et aoco 1nformati on a bout tho quota atatu a or 
Richerd Turnovaky, Kozl Hom 110 • Prasue • nohemla. 

Whe n l ns t hoard of 1 believe he wna 1n 
a con centration oacp i n Bohemia. Ria uaughter 1• 
oarr1od to an American oi t l r.on and 1s r e s1d1n.; hero 
1n lie• Yor k . 

I ahoul:l l>o ho;);>y to pay for aey c ab loa 
or othor OJQooaea i ncurred 1n obta l.'ling lnfon::atlon 
about ~'on h la n~bor would be r e ached and what tho 
pros pects or emt uration to thla COU1trJ are . 

With klndest r ogarj o to you , I am 

Ve ry s 1nooJ'<lly your a . 



rlonorabl e Adolf A. Ber l e, 
St a t e Department , 
\':a shingt on, D. C. 

Dear Adolph : 

Novembe: 27 , 1940 . 

Thi .. H some more t r a gedy ·.hlch I " i !::h 

ycu cou.!.d turn over to someone to see "' hether any­

t ni ng can te done . 

I knew this mc.n onl:; slightly b.nd \moVI 
nothing a bout ti:a f c. c t a ~:c .!.c i'1 ne \';rites . 

I f ~ 'thing sen be done , bcc . r~ind to tn~ 
existi:-.g : ules, !;i ll you p:.-::..:..Je .:-a t. • .lin t...<::. cl Lct t~rs 

and I will so notify •11&. 

With kindest regard ~ , 



!ion. J.dol ;>h Derle, 
State Departm~nt , 

~oahin~ton , D. c. 

Dear Adolph : 

Nov~ber 18 , 1940 . 

l ha>e t he enclosed l et t er from e man 
•~om I do not know but who B?parentl y has r ead ~ 
nnme i 'l the newsp~>.ler and ~us to clutuh ~:.t en.,· straw. 

Obvloual y I kook notni ng o: the f acts but 
wonder whet her you could turn thi s over t o soma one 
i n your depar t ment who mi.;ht s e6 whet her an in j ustice 
has been done , and i f so correct i t . 

I r ecei ve a great manj" let t ers from 
people who:n l <l) not know but z·eaJ.ize that nothing 
can be done about most or tb~. ~nis lett er is 
however particularly c istressine;, Wlcl I 8.C.l sure 
t hat even i n your crowded days you would bexin t er estod 
i n r eacHns 1 t Wld doine; somethint. about 1 t 1l' t he facts 
stated are t rue . 

Ylith kindest r egards , 

Very s inolerely yours , 

Encl osure . 



~r. Max Brandrisa , 
102 Ce.!'denas , 
Habana, Cuba. 

Dear Mr. Brandrisa: 

NovelUber 18 , 1940. 

I have your letter of t he 6t h , and I am 

s ending 1 t to the State Depsrtrc.e::1t to see \ :h~>.t cen be 

done i n t he matter . 

i'.i t h kindes t r egards _, 

Ver~· t ruly yours , 



Hon . Adolf A. Derle, J r ., 
State Department , 
"luh1ngton, o.c. 

Denr Adolf: 

Sopte.mbor 20, 1939. 

.'loul.::l YO'.l j)lenoe hand this to s cmeone 'IIIlo 

can write me what the regulat ions and procedure of 

tho ~opartoont are with reference to the following 

rather complicated situation although i t may be a oot 

unusual one: 

~r . A io in t he United States on a visitor's 

permit which has expired but which apparently has been 

extended by tho r ecent proclamation of the President . 

!lis mother was an Amer ican born citizen , loo t her citi­

zenship by mar rlas e to a German citizen and after her 

husband 's death, became a r epatriated American c i t izen. 

She still lives , however , ln Germany. Mr . A is over 

t wen ty- one and is not permitted to be occupied 1n gain­

ful employmen t under tho conditione or h1o visitor' s 

permit . · 

Are ther e any steps thn t he can t a ke t o be 

admit ted under t ho quota with a preference because of 

h ie mother ' s c itizensh i p , or apply for citizenship 

himself? 
c.~~ 

I ouppose that the roeulationo aro ~ either 

one way or tho other and I would appr ecia te 1t 1f you 

woul d have someone inf orm me of them s o that I mlgbt 

inform ~r . A of t ho situation. 

'.'11th kindest personal r ogar<.ls , I am 

Very sincerely yours, 



l'E:\So t:AL 

Dear SIU!I: 

DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

l:ovc:r.ber 28 , 1940 

I Ifill see vlh&t. I can clo about ;;our f riend , 

Kalisch. 

I hopo it wor:<s out better t t.an the l311ndriss 

case . In that case , B9.ndrlss a pparently vias oarrod 

oecause he had b een convicted of fraudulent baru!­

r up tcy a nd concea linG assetD-- &na our ?eople seem to 

think that the conviction was a real one . 

'l'here arc so m!Uly chouo!Uld:l of caseG thu t one 

!'eels •.1holl7 frustrated . I run onl;f too ~lad if I can 

find any 11ay of rescuin:; anyone . 

',11th kind !)ersonal rec;ards , I an, as always , 

Fa:!.tilfull y :;ow·s , 

'.l'he Honorab le 
sw,luel I • 110 senman, 

GO Contre Street , 
Ne"' Yor l! , liew York. 



• 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

In re olly refer to 
VD 811. 111 Br andr iss , Max 

r:ovombel· ?.8 . 19•10 

l·IY dear Judge Roeenman : 

I have your letter of Novembe r 19, 1940 wi th which 

you tranetoit t ed s communication addressed to you by Max 

Brandriss, an applicant for an immigration visa at the 

Amarican Consulate Ge nernl at Haba na, Cubs . 

Upon consulting the fileF of t he Department I find 

thst the ease or Max Br andr lss has been t he subject of 

certai n correspondence with the Department of Justice. 

I enclose for your i nformation a copy or t he Daoartment ' s 

le tter of Sc~tember 19 , 1940 t o >.hat Deoart~ent regarding 

the esse, which ie self-explanatory . 

Sincerely VOIII'&, 

:O:nelosure: 

Oooy of l eHer. 

The Honorable 
Samuel I . R0 eenma n, J ustice, 

Supr eme Cour t of the 
State of New York, 

.~ 

Adolf A. Serle , Jr. 
As si stant Seere t~ ry 

~< ew York County Court House, 
New Yor k , New York . 



ilepnrhncnt of 8tatc 

I UREAU I 
DIVISION r 

VD 

Ei':CLO URE 
TO 

~ ................ . 

l etter drafted . 

AliiHt t :.'>.•Um TU 

.. •·L~.sJ~c-~ Samuel Rosenman 
N ew--'i ori{·, --N-e·,:.;·· t ark . 

.. • "'""'' ., • ...,, '~ ,..,..., ,.... "'-"" "'• I - I Ql.o 



(COPY: t;_~);. 
(CCI'.?:~ 

ln r~ply rer~r to 
VD 811.111 Brsndrlos, ~~x 

DZPARTME~T or STAT£ 

WASHINGl'OII, D. C. 

Sept~oer 19, 1940 

Y.y d~er Mr. Attorney General: 

I acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Schofield ' s letter 
of August 28, 1940 (fi le no . 55054/ 116) regar~lng the es s e 
o f Y.r. ~AT. Brandrlss, vho ls understood to be an aoollcant 
'or an 1mmlgret1on visa at the A~erlcan Consulate Oeneral 
at Habane, Cuba . 

The reo~rds or the De,llrtr•ent sho~< that a r ~l'o rt was 
received in December 1939 from t ne A:oerlcan Consul General 
at Zurich, Sw1tterland re~arrtl ng the cases or Josef , Jakob, 
Max Br andrlss , ~ho had been re~Jse~ im rigrnt1?n vises at the 
Coneul• ~e General at Zurich because they hed been rouni b•• the 
reso,nsible consular o1'1'1cer to be lnadmisslole 1nto the United 
~tl<tee , psrtlculrly under the roo re l turpitude clause 1n Sec ' ? n 
3 or the l mmi gratlon Act of February 5, 191?, It a ooesrs from 
a re ;)ort subro1Hed by the Consul Ge neral at Zurich ln DAoember 
1939 , that Mr. Jose r 8rendrisa had, uo to 1935 , conduc ted 8 

~holear le ruboer oustness l n Munich, Germany ln ~h1ch hl s 
br others, Jakoo and ~~x . were ~rtners . It vsa stated in the 
re~ort that t he bro thern had illegally and systematlcally with­
drawn the asse t~ of the flr•rn ~hereby 1\efrsudl nll t he creditors 
or a large sum or money, whereupon th~ brothers deoa rted ror 
Austri a . At th~ t r ial or the ?Prsona concerned the re ~as aooe 
questi on raised As to ~hether Jakob and Y~X Brer.drlss should 
be consi dered as me.bers or oertnere or the ' Lrm but the court 
de:ided t het th~ brothPro had to be rega r ded as o~~ tners end 
thu t Josef and hi e brothe r s had defrauded th~ cr~dltors . 

Th~ aliena ~ere cor.vloted by the court at Kun1ch or 
fraudu!ent ben~ruptc" ·~hlch l s considered to be A crl. me 
tnvolvif!E moral turpitude, i n the l l~ht or t ne decis1one 
or the courts in the Unl ted States , 

The case or Max Brandrlss eo•,esr e to be essentially 
di freren t f r om that of the al1en' •A.~. · whi ch wsa t he 
subject or the oolnion or the Attorn~y Ge1eral, deted 
December 31 , 1938 (39 Op. Atty . Genl. ~9) . MhPtt er or 
no~ the ellen in the pre sent esse wa a convic t ed under 
the ~xchenoe lava ~rohlbltln~ the expor tation of funds 
frorn Germany , 1t appear s thk t he was also convicted or 
rrnu4ulen t b•nkruotcy , ~hlch is ~~ne1der~4 to be a crimP not 
only ln Germany , bu t also l n other countries. 

Sir.cer el y yours , 
Por tne Secre ta ry of State: 

BRi:CK I..RIOO£ LONG 
~~-,~~o~ ~ q•~•• ~ o -•r 



.,.. ).:&:.. ~-s.r.dr'~•• , 

100 C&r<len£o , 
Ha vaa.na., Cubtl. 

Dea: Sir : 

'bo twlon t..'"'.c: ant! t:-.e .tott o:ono1 Oen,rAl . 

Docombor 5, 1G40 

I •11 .....-. 1d t.!-.e.t -:...'"'~re ta nc t.hi no'' t l!&t 

c.m !l:o 4oroo 1n t.he r~at• ,.r . 



•IL-tr ,.. ...,,.........,.......,.,. . ............. .. . ~ "'""" :·. "'"'(!'' !.r; --~'/~# 

/t?f ~~hlk> 

ft~~/; /Cdda ~~ &:o/. 
§P~d :7 c%:,~a... 

;t;::~ 
~~~/ t?K;t: 



Hon • .t.C.vl.l)h k.. B".i d e, 
Ass1s t&nt Sccr~tary of State, 

Was hington, D. C. 

D<Jar Adolph : 

I .u t e t o ltae,> botn,;r ine; you r.oout tnesc 

lllatt.ers ana ~isn t hat :;ou r;ouJ.o gJ.ve a.e 1.. r.a n.u;.':! of 

some one 111 tn".l (.'::p!U't.li:<Jnt to \lhOrll I ca.n wri te so t.na t 

t hey .,oula not hr. V•J t.o tak~ u ;:> your ti01e . 

Th'3 .L .. test requ<Jst I l'lh.V e i ::. f i Cill a f :-!.<Jno. 

1;hoS':! reld1.1ve is un .ll..ut~r:!.::u.n ci tizen !itl'anceo. ~t 65 

Victoria .?ar~~: Drive North, Glasgo~< v.-4 , Scotl.o.tiU . He 

w<Jn t t o Sco L.!.anU t0 ..>IJ t c. in his w~aicol euuca t.ion una is 

now 'i doc t o t· . 1:1~ hc.s his J)assaga en6e~.t;ea t o r Hu:.·u no..:'! 

on th~ CliJ))>E<I' out 1~ unt..ble to Cvllle ov er oec~:~use of 

c<Jrtai n prioriti~s. I c•t r tainly uo not 1.l:.h t •:> as.t t.nat. 

any rul<;: as tv priox·ities b'! .. &ived. I aw v.cn<.erint~ 

~ netn~r tnere is any inforwat.ion ~val.!. .. u~~ a s to acout 

when h'! wou.i..- Ot': reach<Ja in th., regular o1·aer . 

V<Jry :;incer· ;;.Li j'Jurs, 



, 
, I l 
I I 

J 

Dear S&JD: 

DEPARTMENT o,- STATE 

WASHINGTON 

D~eember 16, 1940 

I can ' t get excited about your friend who ie 

stranded in OlaBgow. I know about the case. 

A gr?up of Jewish students were unable to obtain 

admission to American medical schools and went t o Scott1eh 

medical schools . When we ordered every cne out of Europe 

t heae boys put up an urgent plea to be allowed to go back 

to tintah their schooling. Thle permission ~e ~ere not 

gran t ing; but we made an exception in their oasea on 

condition tha t they should o?me out ae soon as i t became 

evident tha t there might be danger to Americans etay1ng 

in Great Britain. 

That time arr ived; we asked every one to come out; 

we eent a ah lp to bring th em out. Some decided that they 

were 1n no real danger and preferred to stay, This 

violated the understanding on which they had gone; and on 

whloh they were to come baok. I don't bleme the boye tor 

wanting 

The Honorable 
samuel I. Rosenman , 

J ust1c"' or the Supreme Court , 
llew York County Court Houee, 

New York, New York. 

' ' 



, 

wanttng t'ht lr eedlca\ degr111 •er7 ba4l7. 

~utte a elde tro• ~Y t eellnge 1n the ~atter. • e ha•e 

recently had up wtth the 8rlt1eh the pot&lbUtty ot gettlng 

110ee AMrtoane out b7 alr. 'l'he dtrttoul.t7 la not wtth 

the Pan Amtrloan Cl lpper- -though that 1a fUll too, The 

41!floulty te that the Brltto~ .re tnetetlftR on the •~ 

oluetve uee or the London-Lt~bon plene: and, having trled 

tt ln another caee, I dleoovered that lt 11 praotloall7 

tepo~slble to get a priority on that plane unleee Pr~al­

dent Roosevelt 11 wlll\ng to ask tor lt pereonallJ . 

In thll oate i 4on't thlnk he ouaht to be •tkftd. 

Very truly youre, 



h '\) , v 

.,..-} 
/!, ·~-

~ 1\Y(~v~ ··Y' ! 
/t_,flil,,~.uJ ;V--\. 



,._._ 11.n ::n/ .•.. 

THE FORE.IGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

- . ' "'1111.. - , "" J 'I ), 

AMERICAN CoNSULATE GENERAl-

rt·, ue, ".ay 19 , l !i39 . 

•J.'h6 .tor ornble 
.... a_.uel :i: . Jo~;~f)rlf". n , 

Ju:: tiel's ::har.b~t· s , 
• "~ 'iork ... ount;o cuurt .:ouse , 

, e'r )oril , •. ow (Irk . 

1 hb.ve. t.t.c l10U01' t.o uc,:r.o l~d,--e t!.f. rto~e11Jt. 
e;f :.·Ol.L" .._t:t ter L re;ul•nt ·~·~tu , ·,·,r1t. t.t.:n ih !"avor c;,f 
.. t·s . .. 1lh&lrn1ne .. laubc.,· , ••!' . ;, l ~cr .. lauber , · r· nu L.r . 
j .• o.x .111\.t.r::stein uu<l ~~u:;jily , ''!10 vbbi l:(; to ut.Ji.·rttte 
t r the Untteu wta tE.~ f\r p•,rrurortOnt rec.i-~nce . 

,!_e r~ccrC:: ot u,ta orrtet int!icctE: th:~ t -r. 
, Blt .... · .. l: .... ~IJtr' r i:._t.crth~ on .,...,Ct:llU-!' ~l;! , 1 . .! , l'b . 
, ll.•C-fliJ~e --laube!· tu..~~.o. .... r . o.(l.( 1t.tt:r!..t.\..! r. 01, 61lUUr .1 1 
1'.- ~'J , ,.., .1.nter.aiLP i ..... J :-ttutc . .. t.e1r n~: ~s v·t-rf P.i.'.C€lC. 
\liHJ ... o .uitir list J!" t.L1& o t ."lce ol'' ~r:-or.s c:ur u-
' rj e ~ , \.I.e .... zect.o- -lov i. q·1o• 6. . • '!"-.&~;" L!!l:,· t:;,.pec t. Lo o!J-
\.h ••. ··i:J:J. ... , ir foun<.o. o ........... ~h.Lt; "c i. ... it:r .. u~ ... , !.t.n lllr 
~u n un t.r:.e r ort:L01nr ; . :-.·h. 1et. •• ~:; ect .. rt:aeh d , ' eh 
ho~tvt:~ C!I.T'.not. 1.: ~i7pucL• .. 1 Oi'u .. "t t.'"O ~·- .ars or .o:-e: , ... tw.:u 
t~.u l·r1or ;·c..r1stu:ed dt:J..!.I.rd for "' zccno- love.: .uo1t. uw.­
Lur l_.j Sl,.;.ff1c1tr.t to C:l.i.o uu»:. , : t: quottt ;'o!· & cott:...iaur&!J G 
ti; .. e . 

vur i n t.oreut 1n \.h1 u 1..u ttt..r hb.O Oteh uot..~u t.:U<.l 
~'01 1 H6J be assure, tHat w·ocli ho t.urn or ~h6 !'ot·E: o1t.1 

i~us .• .:s be<H• rt.achvu uvou tl1t~ ttuo~ .. . their ce,;o:~ 1 Ul 
ruoolv~ ever~~ conai ter~t1Cll oon .... i:..t&nt v11 th t.h& lat. 6ad 
.-egula t imw ·ovP.rni••t. ~~ ~ .11~17 or u!iens in to the Uni t&d 
-.~t.ate:1 . 
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Mr. Gerhard Kalisch 
5635 University Avenue 
Chicago, I llinois 

D~ar Mr. Kalisch: 

~ rr 1 1 
lro fl t: ' ~ ,t 

t 

April 10, 1940 

I have your lotter of April 6t h; but 
I am not sure t hat I understand exactly what 
you mean. As I gather , it will be necessary 
for yom· mothar t o be placed ahead of other 
quot a numbers , and I do not t hink that is 
possible. At least, I do not feel that I can 
make such a raquast, because it would not be 
f air t o t hose ahead. 

Will you please explain ·whether tl~t 
is tho situation or whether it meroly t11eans 
expedit i ng t he number when roached? 

Very trul y yours, 

~ . ,.,r., 
"~ ~! ... 



Justice Sll.llll.lel I . Rosenman 444 Central Park West 
New York, New York 

DeQr Sir: 

Gerhard KaUsch 
5635 University Avenue Chicago, Illinois 
April 6, 19~ 

I have not written to you for ~uite a while, and the reason 
is that unfortunatel• no change has taken place in the situation or 
my sister: she is still held in Jail, the only difference being that 
now they seem to have found my sister "guilty" of some "cr ime, " and :....a.. they sentenced her to three years# panitentiary. The reQson she 
got •onlyft three years and not more is that they have not been able 
to prove anything (it was some kind of political charge) . Then three 
years will be o9er in June 194l, but my parents who are both still in 
Germany, will try to get a pardon tor her this spr ing. How successfUl 
they will be no one can tell, but it would be very regrettable if they 

~ did not succeed in view or the tact the~ they are going to/forced to 
emigrate rrom Germany. !n feet , my mother who is living in Brewleu 
has been told to leave Germany during May or this year; my tether who 
is U ving in Berlin (my parents ere divorced) has n8t yet been forced 
to leave Germany within any definite period or time, but he, too, will 
have to le~~ve soon • ...., As you know, I have succeeded in procuring effi-
davits for my mother end sister, fir st, because I have been able to pla-::'ce 

~ the two of them with friends, secondly, because mY mother has relatives 
in this country and the American Consulatd1in Germany now re~uire people 
to produc4 affidavits signeJ.. by relatives. As my father, unfortunately, 
has no relatives in this country,• es l have not been able to plat e him 
with eny friends, a e has a t present no a1'fidav1t which would permit him 
to co108 to this country. I have written all this in order to acquaint 
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you again with the facts concerning my unfortunate family. 

I have a.lready indicated the etnergencJ situat i on wiU.ch has 

arisen recently! lty mother is forcea to leave Germany not later than 

sometime in l.iay - and her quota number is due mw:ll later~ She was 

borD in Lodz, now Pol and, or rather Germany, but her quota number belongs 

to the Polish quo t a . 1r she • oes not emigrate in time, she faces either 

the concentration camp or deportation to soma God forsaken part of Poland. 

In order to prevent this, I should like you to help mel You have been 

very nice and generous t o me when you got in touch with s:ec ' y of S~tate 

cordell Hull, on behalf of my mother anJ. sister. And as tar as the 

~ 

American authorities ~ concern*d your intervention has proved success-

ful because mY father wrote me that i f my sister had been released ~Y 

the German authorities , she would have got ten her American quota visa 

immediat ely although her number would have been,! due very much later; this 

was done because she had round herself in an emergency situatioh. Since 

however my mother did not find herself a~t that time in any such ~ 

emergencJ situation, she had to await her turn to get the visa . fjow 

however, she f inds herself liliU in a situation Ylhich seems extremely 

critical, and if 1 want to save her life, I will have to act and to 

help her . The only parson who can help me in my presen~ predicament is 

you; , and therefore, I have taken the liberty of bothering you again. 

Since you have proved so very interested and hel pful a year and and a 

half ago, I do hope that you will agcin help. 1 realizd that 1 

on you and your time, and 1 am very sorry f or it; I would never 

bothered you if it had been for my own sake per sonally; but my mother 

and my sistel! are involved, and therefore .1. cannot remaAJI inacti~. 1 

t rust you understan~my motives;, i f the persons who ar e closest to you 
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are in a very great danger you do what is hummly possible in order 

to help them, even if you have to i .mpose on others. 

Thus my request is simpilly this:: it is necessary that my mother 

get her visa before her r egistration number (wi t h the American Consu­

late ·bl Ber lin since there is not any in Breslau) 1s due; and that she 

get it as soon as possible since she has to emigrate sometime during 

May (although I daresay that if she can produce some kind of evidence of 

her fot thcomeing emigr ation, they may allow her to stay until June; 

but tt;;; is merely a supposition oil! my own for which I have no factual 

basis) . 

ting in 

The way you got this favor last time for my sister was by get­
he 

touch with a~ec 1 y of State, Cordell Hull , perhaps Ill will again 
.._ 

lte kind Clough to help in this very grave situa_:t1on. I am very much 

upset by this new development of mY family's calyo1re , and I am very 

anxiousilly awaiting your answer . You may be sure that whatever this 

answer may be, I am always going to be very grateful for your kind 

interest and humane generosity which makes it easier for me to bear the 

heavy burden of my respons.l.bil1ty, both materially and spiritually, for 

if I know that in this horrible world of ours - I am referring mainly 

to the Ql4 world - there is some hope fo e my mother and s i ster - then 

I can carry on. 

In order to explain to you why you are getting this lette& not 

f rom tho Phi Epsilon Pi House at Iowa City, but from Chicago, Ill I hs:ve 

to say that I have been lucky enough to obtain a refugee fellowship to 

the University of Chicago, and that I am expecting to got ny Ph.D. i)n 

Alathematics in June 1941. I got lilY a.A. in 1938, and my lti.S. 1n 1939, both 

from tho University of Iowa. 

I hope my English is not quite as bed as my typing - and I ask you 

to excuse the mistakes 1 have lll&de. Anxiously awaiting an anseer, I remain, 

*ratetully and sincerely yours,~ 



i 
cf{or h l() p, . . 

P:··, l: .. . ~Wf"ICMI..CC.W .. _~..-- f'O 

f"HC SftC;ItC',..ItV 01' ..,ATC 
,._,..., .. c \ 

In reply refer to 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASH INGTON 

VD 811. 111 Schenker, Gertrude T. April 19 , 1939 

My dear Judge Rosenman: 

I ref er to your letter of April 17, 1939 

concerning the difficultie s Mrs . Gertrude 

Turnov sky Schenker is experiencing in obtaining 

authorization to leave Prague . 

The Consul General at Prague has been 

requested by cablegram to submit a prompt tele­

graphi c report about Mrs. Schenke r' s situation 

and immediat ely atter its receipt I shall write 

you aga in . 

Sincerely yours , 

The Honorable 
Samuel I . Roeenman, 

Justice, Supreme Court cf the 
State of New York, 

New York. 



vpall . lll Schenktr .Qertrudt ~ 

Hon , 8\,;,Q\er .. tlles . 
Under Seeretar~· or St ntlt , 
eaah1nuton, D.C. 

April 17, l 9 3 9 . 

!lay I t"~fer you to t he a.bovo file . 
JU' , $"!,otnk.er t.at :lpOie:en .. 1 t' ro15 -1fe b:; ttloph~ne 

::everal tia:e• 4n.d it s ee:u th&t )·e 1l havln& d1ft1-
culty in gett1nc tt.c nee•s:sa:-y aut~Ot1Uti'ln t> !e•ve 
Pr•tuo. 

I note rroua )"our kt.1t1 l ettflr or A.pr! l .4th that 
tl.e Depart.:.unt ha.:a i.O+!fied • •. e l'n1t~ St&t.tl Consul 
Ceneral a.t Prafue by cat:lecrc. vr • ... a~;trJ••l ,r .J.r , 

Sc .enk.er •s pot tion :or n,n-quo•n Jt!ttu:s f)l' :..trs. 
Schenker . 

In vi ew .)( her r:.z.rrta,e t.;) J.lr , St: ·.enker (an 

Al:lerioen ~ith~n) , I an JMer.:n: .,.,ett.e:- ·'ltfthin,e: 

turt .. er '=&n "' 4 .nt.- . ~ neeesssr:; t :x >e:n3ot or eai::.lo­
;r&,s, etc . w1 1- bt .;lodly U.lrna b: ~. 3ct,!T\4Ct r

1 
who 

i s naturally '1U1t,. on::dous o.bout lht 1n ttt~r. 

fl1th .dndest r egards, 

Very Btncerely r'!:lur1 , 



......-:M ............. c.~--"'-.. ~ .. 
TMC MC:*IrTA~ 0' lrTAfC 
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NJin 
~n reply refer to 

VD 811.1J.l Schenker, 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Gertrude T. April 4 , 1939 

Uy d ear Judge Rosenman: 

In accordance with the reoue st contained ln 

your letter of Uarch 30 , 1939 the Depart me nt 1s 

notifying the Consul General a t Prague by cablegr~ 

of the aporoval of Ur. Schenker' s pet ition f or 

nonquota s t atus tor Urs . Schenker . You are assured 

that the Consul GenerAl w 111 ac t uoon l.!rs . Schenker ' s 

application as pr~ly as pos sible . 

The Honorable 

Since ely yours, 

\ 
\ 
\ 

i - ' - -

S!Uilue 1 I . Rose nan an , 
Justice, Suoreme Court ot the 

State or New Yor k, 
New York . 

• •• 
.... ,. ' 
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~ 
I n reply rater to 
VD 811.111 Schenker, 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Gertrude T . 

lty dear Judge Rosenman: 

I refer to my letter to you of ltarch 27, 1939 

concerning the petition filed with t he Department of 

Labor by ltr. Harry Schenker to accord nonquota s tatus 

to hie wife, a native of Ozechoelovakia. 

The Secretary of Labor has approved ltr. Schenker's 

petition and fo rwarded t he approval today to the Depart­

ment of State. A notification of the approved status 

baa been forwarded today to the Oonaul General a t Prague. 

Ae I mentioned in my letter to you of ltarcb 27th, 

t he Department will be glad to notify the Oonaul General 

at Prague by telegraph tha t the petition baa been approved 

in order that immediate action may be taken on lira . Schenker~ 

immigration visa if ltr. Schenker will indicate be desires 

a cablegram eent at hie expense . 

Sincerely yours , 

The Honorable 
Samuel I. Rosenman, 

Justice, Supreme Court of the 
State of Mew York, 

New Yorlc . 

I 



Hon . :.umner Well&, 
Onder Secretary of State , 
Washington , D. c. 

Deer ~r. Secretary: 

l!aroh JO , 19) 9. 

Thanks ve~y ~uch tor your ~ind letter or 

t•!a rch 27th rel a t i ve t o t he petition of !.fr . flar:rJ 

Schenker for a ~non quote" atetus to his wife , e 

nettve of C~echo Slovakia . 

I have been informed that :.lr . Schenker 

nee forwarded the aff idavit ~1~ u1n€ fro~ the jurat 

of one of thA V!ltnesses t o "the De;>ertment of Labor. 

' lr. Schenker will of cour<Je pay the cost or 

any ce blegrar.1s end I would sugeest. tbet t he$) l:e sent 

pursuant t o the lest pert~.graph of your l e"tter . 

I aesure you or my ve r y dee; approc i e tioo 

f or your action 1n t his matter , end or course of the 

deep ep~reo1et1on of Kr. Schenker. 

Wit h kindest personal rega rds, 

Very atncerc1y yours , 



:ton . SUJilol1e:- •.,'ellen 
Undersecretaz·y of &tute , 
11Etshington1 J . C. 

.J:.:rch 19.)9 • 

A !':-il'"ld ,r :!line 1 :la rry f,C)ll"nk c.>:- 1 

:;:.o Fiftn "venue , ·.tus recently uar>-!.:rl to u Y? ' l!l6 larly 
i n Prague, C..!.•!r.h.:>-f.l.)vllJ<.1v. , ~·':o; e nuc e n.::l'r 1$ tit r t-ude 
'.:urnovs.-y Sc•luruter, ? ra!Sue 1 , C.o7i c, . 1:1e informs ::~e 
thAt t!: ey lic:-e: married in Pra~ue on ""eb::-aa::-y :"ncl of 
t!'.is year . .dt:! i s an A.leric'lJ"l cidzen . He in~c:-~.s :::~e 
thP.!. he ::us fillnci ou l a'lc ~1l•: :J the 1 •re~ story :'.mni­
~t·u .. i •Jn .J&,>i::rS LIJ brl .'lb hi ·, !)l'P.Sent v.lfe to the 
Un:'.ted ~te.tes n~ ·, :)rl!.!f ~rrect case unacl' , he <;tD::r a r:: 
·.:hat. !llesc ;>a;:l<us 1:et' " duly foz·wt.u·cleu w tul: St attt 
Dep~ortment . 

I ··:!\ \. :- ~ ~tr~g to : n p l ~ .... ~ !'thetht:r y •.) J 

cou.;.d have :;o:ne ... tle st:no ..11: so.ue infor.J<Ition a s tv the 
present status o~ the a pplir.atl.)n . 

"1 th ~tinoc::t .:-ega:·c s ~r rl ··~ th ~ P P !' 
appr ecia t.:. :>!1 :.J •• y ..lUI' t.:;u:: Le:;y , ... aw 

\ 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

:.:arch 27, 1939 

Ky dear Judge Roeenman: 

1 refer to your letter of Karch 23, 1939 

written on behalf of your friend, Kr. Harry 

Schenker, who baa filed a petition with the 

Department of Labor to aocord nonquota statue 

to his wife, a native of Ozechoalov&kia. 

As the result of an inquiry directed t o the 

Department of Labor I bave been informed that the 

petition of Kr. Sohenker was ready for approval 

but a final uamination revealed that one of the 

witnesses failed to state in her Jurat how long she 

has known the petitioner . Thi s statement ia required 
by law. 

The Department of Labor is telegraphing the 

intereated attorney reque eting that this information 
be telegraphed immedi ately in order t o facilitate 

prompt 
The Honorable 

Samuel I. Rosenman, 
Justice , Supreme Oourt of the 

State of lew York , 
lew York. 
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prompt app roval of t he peti t i on. 

It Mr. Schenker is prepared to pay the cost of 

a oablegr am the De9artrnent will be glad to notify 

the Consul General at Praha by telegraph that the 

pet1t1on has been approved 1n order t hat immedia te 

action may be taken on Mr s . Sohenker' s immigration 

visa. 

\i 1 t n my k i ndes t regards to you, 

~1~~rely, 

Ut __ 
believe me 
I 

I \ I 

\ 



Son. S~ner ~elles 
Department of State 
Washitl&ton, D. r: . 

~ear~ . Secrot~ : 

January 26 , 19J9 

To'ould you please refer t bis inQu1t7 t o sa&e­
ono in your Oapartmont 'llho could give me tne neces­
sary 11".for~•~t!.on~ 

A !rione of mine nas s~e relatives, co~­
s1st 1ng of u ~en , wife ~~d daugnter , al: now in Ger­
many . Sufficient affioavits have been obtained as 
a basis for procuril\ll an 1= 1urut1on ~uota visa for 
all t,li' ee . 

I aro ~nfor:ned t n«t t .. e difficulty i s t !ut 
t he daughter 1\a.; a ~l1glltly subnormal oev ~lopment 
and cunnot r oad and ttr1te as "ell as a person of 
her years should, but that othe rwi s e t~erc ar e no 
sigrs of " re:-.!J.y defoct1ve :Dentality. I 3.l!l in­
formed that she is nealthy, strong , socially wo! l 
ad j usted and able to do household "ork for herself 
and ne ighbors . 

or course, 1 huve no actual knowledge or 
any of tnese characteristics, but t'~t is tno re,re­
sentat ion which is ~ade t~ ~• about her . T~e ~other 

and tat:tcr obviously do not Y..lltl to .!.eave their 
daught er behind When they como t o t he United St&tes . 
I Bill 1ufo r;ced tnat a sufficient bo:td can be fur­
nished to tako care o~ the t ar oe of the.'ll so that 
t ney will never beco~e a public cbsrge in tb1 5 
country . 

The information ~rhic!l ! d sh is whet her or 
not the !aw and t ne r egulations would ;:>e rm1t tho 
entry of t he daught er accompanied by her parents 
under t he circucstances nerein discloaed . 



3on. Sumner Pel:es--/ l/:f/J9 

! wv tld 'l:;,,r ec iate i t var y ::uc."l if you ce>uld 

l et me have this !.nfor_at!on. 

?11th k 1ndo:.t r egards, 

Ver y sincerely yours , 



c.ff>,h ), ,, ,· 
~ 

.. _ • . ,,, """"'' .... cow .. -.. Y101o• 10 

THI •ct .. IOTA ftY (ll" PATit -·--···oo., o.c 
0,: • .? \ 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

In reply refer to 
VD 811 . 111 Kuttner , Julius Ap!"il 25 , 1939 

My dear Mr. Justice: 

I refer to my letter of April 10 , 1939 concerning 

your interest in the visa cases of Mr. and Mrs . Julius 

Kuttner and t heir daughter, Martha. 

A report has nofl been received from the Consul 

General at Stuttgart, Germany , s t ating that Miss Kuttner 

appeared at the Consulat e on March 27, 1939, accompanied 

by her parents and was exami ned by the senior officer of 

t he United States Public Health Service. As a result 

of the examinati on , Miss Kuttner was certified by the 

medical officer to be mentally defecti ve and feeble 

minded, Thi s condition r enders her inadmissible into 

the United States under section 3 of the Immigration 

Act of 191? a nd she is not , therefore, qualified to 

receive a visa under the law. 

I regret t he unfavorable nature of the Consul 

General ' s 

The Honorable 
Samuel I . Rosenman, 

Supreme Court of the State of New York , 
New York, 
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General ' s report. In view of the findings as a result 

of the examinat ion, he had no alter nat i ve under the 

l aw but t o wi t hhol d a v}-e\ in 

Sinotrel 

Mis s Kuttner ' s oaee . 

yours, 

\ I 

\ { 

I 



Honorable w~er Welle, 
UDder Secretar y of Sta t e , 
~ashLngton , D. C. 

Dellr llr . Wel'-81 

File No . V D 811.11102 

1'1-u.nll: .rou ('or your l et ter of Feorua!'y lst in 
tnt a iK>\' e, ueu~. . The fa t he•• &no moth fir in the 1'11JD1ly 

ll tou t. .,.blcl: I wJ•ott> in this l1Ul. tter ar e Julius Kuttner :~.ruJ 
b~a Kut&ner • no tne consul i n charge 1 ~ at ~tuttgart . 
The ~other ur.d fath~r are on a preference quota becau~e 
their eo...!t.h~er;. are Alilo:ri ~"n <·i t i zens •nd ar e sendir~ 
!'or thea. 1,(1., .,, u , they 1.:> n • wl t h t. '·"'· J.n Gcr:>ony a 
:!::ush .er ... artht. t. itu id Lht uw: 5boUt >.r,os (; r .-r.1 e l r.-fi clen­
cy \.!•~•'(; : ;:; :.OIA& C.UdStion . C:oule t.I10S8 prospective 0:111-

gran tS ~e ~~a~lned pr~aptly on t he grounds that the father 
ana oother &re on p1 -?fo:t·enct: • na a t·e trying t o d lseover 
whether, tr the fat her would come over be could !lave tl".e 
other·s fo.l.low nim? Oth~:t"''.lse 1f thQ dnUt.htPr would have 
to 'IH•it until Iter regular quota nu<Aber is re>~ched ~o .l'ort 
exaotinati<~n could be had t he parentu "ould not know whether 
the aacghter ~ltima tely would be permitted to come over. 
Obviously they would not come if the dau~hter would have 
to r~.a in t eu1r1<. . 11 you coulC: obtain the repot't whl c:h 
you cention in your l etter and if the rules llna r egulati on• 
woul d per~it ~ proapt e~r.ation of the d~ughter to de­
t eroine the quest ion i t "ould be very helprul in perui t t1n& 
the rather ana mother to d&tersine ~hethar they wi ll be able 
to come to t he United States . 

As I stated to you I t hink that any neces~ary 
guarantees UJ&y be obt ained f rolll the children now in the 
United States to insure t he support ot these e~grants when 
t hey come to America. 

Your s s incerely• 

c; • • 
J 



.. oo..-~ .. ,.IC1.41o.COW_,..._ N 

THI!U:CII:&TAJtY Of"n•rt: 
..,.,.,..,~,o.c 

~ 
In reply r efer to 
VD 811.111 Kuttner, Julius 

My dear Mr . Justice: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

April 10 , 19:39 

In Mr. Welles• absence I r efer to hie letter of 

February 15 , 1939 concerning your interest in the visa 

cases of Mr. and Mrs . Julius Kuttner and their daughter, 

Martha. 

A report by mail has now been received f rom t he 

Consul Gener al at Stutt gart, Germany from which it ap­

pears that JAr. and Airs . Kuttner were registered on 

September 13, 1938 on the waiting list under number 24,5$ 

and t hat in view of t he large prior demand against the 

ouota t heir turns are not likely to be r eached for con­

siderable time for consideration as nonpreference i mmi­

grant s . The Consul GenP.ral points out, ho~tever, that 

if Mr. and Mrs. Kuttner h ave a daughter in the United 

States who is an American citizen twenty-one years of 

age or over , ehe would be entitled under t he law to 

file 

The Honorable 
Samuel I. Rosenman, 

Supreme Court of the State of New York, 
New York . 



-2-

file a petition with the Department of Labor to obtain 

preference status for them within the ouota. The neces­

sary petition forms are enclos ed, When completed, they 

should be sent to the Department of Labor for consider­

ation. Upon approval of the petitions, authorization will 

be sent to t he Consul General to grant Ur. and Mrs . Kuttner 

preference etatus within the quota and this will permit 

the Consul General to accord their applications prompt 

consideration, 

The Consul Gener al also stat ee that Martha Kuttner, 

who is twenty-seven years of age, was registered under 

number 24,555 on September 13, 1938 and t hat her turn is 

not likely to be reached for several years. As the law 

does not accord the sister of an American citizen prefer­

ence status and as Miss Kut tner does not appear to come 

within any of the categories of persons for whom the law 

provides nonquota statue or preference statue within the 

quota, t here is no way to expedite the issuance of a visa 

to her. However, the Consul General has informed 

lliss Kuttner that she may call at t he Consulate at her 

early convenience for a preliminary medical examination . 

You are assured that the Consul General will accord 

the 
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the cases of Mr . and Mrs . Kut tner and their daughter 

every possible consideration. 

Sincerely yours , ~ 

- (1,/l~ 

Enclosures: 

1. Two forms no . 633 . 
2 . VD-Gener al. 

·--· .... ·~--
A. U. Warren 

Chief, Visa Division 





THIRUEN SIXTY • ONI MAOIION AVINU& 

N EW YOR K CITY 

Bon. Samuel 1. Rosenman 
Supreme Court Buildi.Dg 
Foley Square 
New York City 

M,y deer Judge Roe enman, 

June 17, 1940 

When 1 telephoned the oable oompaniea this 
afternoon, they in.formed me that meesagea were bei.Dg 
accepted only at the aender •a risk, This muat mean that 
there 1e unoert&inty, to say the least, about delivery, 
Consequently 1 believe that a letter to the State Depart­
ment, aa you suggested, would be the beat procedure, 

I hate ;to impose on your generosity, but I am 
aski.Dg that you write to the proper authorities tor aome 
news ot Dorothy•• family, who, whan l&et heard ot on 
»a.y 29th, were in Parie, They are Franoh citbena, two 
of whom were in the Franoh .Arrrt;t, Inquiry should be lll&de 
ae to the whereabouts and aatety of 

Dr, Jacques Vallee 
Bopit&l Paturle 
De le Catoau (Nord) 
Faria 

If he oan be reaohed and asked to ccmmunioate 
with us, we would then lee.rn the fate of tha six ~~~e~~~bera 
of Doro~•s family. 

I need not add how muoh I appreciate your 
quiok response to ~ requeet, It ia another lii&Difeatation 
of your unfailing ooucteay and consideration, 

Sincerely, 



In reply refer to 
VD 811 .111 Knopf, Ar.na M. 

Cear S8lll: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

The Vies Divis ion has given careful attention to 

the letters or Mr, Knlisch encloeed with your letter 

of November 27 . I t appears that he is anxious to have 

i~r.med.iate action on the vlsa ap:>Hcat ion or hie fiancee , 

Anne M. Knopf, who has only recentl y regi s tered at an 

American consulate . 

Applicstione for immigration visas must be con­

e i dered 1n accordance with their priority as established 

by the datee of r egistration. Unfortunstely the law 

provides no pr ior ity tor fiancees ot persons already 

ln the United Statee. ~hile the Depar tment ie unable 

to estimate the length of the waiting peri od under the 

quota, there are indications that it may be bri ef owing 

to the difficulties being experienced by many applicants 

in obtaining exit permits and 1n making travel arrangements. 

Mr. Kaliaoh 

The Honorable 
S8llluel I. Rosenman, 

60 Centre Street, 
New York, New York. 

... 



Mr. Kaliech may be aeeured that the caee or his 

fiancee will be accorded every oonsiderat1on coneiotent 

with the immigration law. He may wieh to forward tor 

her use the evidence or support descr ibed in paragraph 2 (b) 

ot the enclosed i nformation sheet. Such evi~ence may be 

forwarded by official pouch 1t it reaches the Department 

in an unsealed envelope addressed to th~ coneular office 

concerned and bearing the neceeeary nostage tor ocean 

mail . 

Sincerely yours, 

£ncloauree : 

1 . Two letters from 
Mr. Kaliach . 

2 . VD General . 



. .. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION ( A-B 
BUREAU ( ························································ 

ENCLOSURE 

TO 

LETTER DRAFTED ··············-·······-· ····················· 

ADDRESSED TO 

The Honor able 
Samue l I. Rosenman 
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CKICAOO• IU.OfO• 

September ifY, 19d0 

Juat i oe Samuel I . Rosenman 
444 Central Park west 
New York, Now York 

u eRl' SU': 

Fi~at of all I ~u•t apol8g ize for my troubli ng you t i Me and 
again, and I t'o w1ah to assure you thnt I apprec iate your gener­
osit y and th e int<~r ~ a t you have shown me so f ar.-.! I do hope 
that you will undersaand my position . 

This t~~e i t is a new eituat. ioh which requires your help if you 
doom it j ust and worthy of your inter~at . - As I have ment i onoO 
in some of my earlier l etters , I have a r 'ancee in France . She 
is , like I , or o~rman- Jewish originj~ .. ""he was studying medi­
cine 1n France jus t before I came here 1n 19J7 (she was enrolled 
at the University of Straabourg) , ~th her pa~,nts wrre physicians 
in Germany and they bot h have co-o t o t h io country whore t he y 
a.,.o now living (Dr. Edward Knopf , 682 St . Johns Place, crooklyn, 
N.v . , tel . Maine 2 - 1545) , Her father :ucceedc4 in pessing hie 
s tate Boar d 6X&min•tion, an extraordinary feat for a man or his 
age and he i s now atrugglin& desperately iA bui ld-.s up a practice. 
Ho firs t st~tted i n Jersey City, but he had to interrupt MK his 
prac~ice on account o1' n very serious stomach opera t i on . Af ter 
the operation he di d not succeed i n reviving t he pra , tice and he 
~ocide ct to start all over aga in i n BrooRlyn at the addre~• indi­
cated . I am writing you ttois in detail in order to acq•t•int you 
a littl e with to~r parents and t'~s with h~r excell ent background . 
As h~r parents hav~ almost no money t hey decided t o l eave their 
daughter i n Fr• nce i n order to enable h~ r to finish her medical 
=tu~ies which are v~ry inexpensive in Feance . They figured 
t>,v.t t hey and I would brin~ her over after h~r stu!liesJUIJta"( '8fttlw~:J. 

~ ~ould have been in a couple of year s hone~ . §o na t urelly, 
she d id not register with the Ar.ler i ckn Consul which t act tw•nol.1 
out t o be v~ry d9ng~roua and f ateful. I hope I have succeeded d~ 
in cresonting th,. stor y so far : my ll iancee , Anna ~largot Knopf 1 

s tudent of Medi cine nt the University of Strasbourg , France ; 
I , h~r f i ance , a nd h •r parent s , are i n t h i s country. !!ow, when 
th• wnr broke ou t , she was evacuated fro~ Strasbol.lbg i b to tho 
~ outb of prance . Then th• French interned h~r as they did ~11 
" ene"'J a li!'ns" . Finally she was r"leased by the Prenc~d 
t~on she was 1nvi>r~ by s ome triands who li ve 1n Clera ane- ~errand . 

Her par ents , i n the mean time ,have procured h~r th~ necessv.ry 
affid~vita ana they at• o have been able to get the r.oney for h•r 
transportl!tion (trough Spain and Portugal t.o t~is countr y) . They 
have sent her the a f fidavits a nd ~ she has registered in t he 
mean Xll~ ti~e with the Amrrican Consul in ~arseilles. I Must 
nd,; tha t the corre~pondonce l:>otween my fio.nce e and me and h r r 
llflll'ent3 i s mot very sa~isfactory these l..a ftt n1onti' a s i nce many 
lett•r s have been lost and since i t is ~R now imposs ible to discuss 
fr~e l y one•s situation as the ?ronch are be ing very sevAr e with 
"ene~y aliena• , par t icularly wit~ G•rman Jews . Now it se~ms t ha t 



CEIIHARD JC ICAUSCH 
uu uwtVaa:rn .uQitll: 

CHICACO, lU.IHOts 

she will have to wait a long t1~e before she can' got hPr visa. 

Rowevertr, ~ rccent11 I I t o one o f her uncles who 1a ale o 

living i n t!Ua o.:ountry , she has wr1tteni~J- very d"spernt.e letter . 

I and he~ parents have no t received mali from her f or ~u1te a 

while so t his letter is the moat t·ecent news 111e have had f Dom 

her . In tria lett~r she tells in veiled languag~ thut she is 

about to be ext.radit~d to the Germans I And that would MSXZM ~ 

executi&n . So , of ~urse , m1 request is now th6 following one : 

Ple,; ~e do •ltll'! yo11r 1nfluence ~11th t.l-e ap·,ropriB te authorities in 

order t~at my f ' ancee may rece ive P. visa be fore it is too late . 

"ow in order to Justify t his req\lest , r should like to mention 

thtt 1n t~e flrst plkce the lne1val palce for h~r tn he Xl is 

1n this c oun)l'y bPCBl\Se her parents and I al"e l1v1n~ "f'r l' . But 

I t~1nk that the secon<"1 r.r~ument i t a bot '; ~r one . "he many Ge.- ­

~an zw Jews who have applied for a visa are n ew stuck - t.~cy 

cannot lc~ ve C'.f'rmany b'.!lcause they are not allotYed to go t l- roug!'l 

France , Spain a:'ld Port•1gal. In s ome .-are cases thoy have be ~n 

able to lfO through Russian territory - ba t ' very many of t he•• 

" "''e not abl o to use their XZIO!i visas . I t h ink that 1t would 

thereto~ be j ustified iR'"allowq Jews tiY t at ?resent are able 

to come o this country to get t r oir visas i~e~iatelyj . I wish 

you would be able to help us in this ilb cr.l.t l oal situation. 

and I hon~ th&t I have n ade ~y request ole r . 'fhe proper authori­

ties are the Con:;•.qs, of course , and the Dcp&rt- ent of st~<te , 

I t r ink . · 

p l ease let me knoYI whethe"' ·•ou can do anyt.,.. in& for 5YJ! he r . 

In case you Vtan t to get in touch vti th he I" Pllrents - you may 

be ablo to get some information ~have not got ten yP t , 

Pl'.!I&Se belie ve ~e it I a ssure you that I an VP~Y sorry to 
bother you as I did - but I hope that you' ll under stand me . 

Gratefull y and sincere y yours , 

~K.!<~ 
Gerhar d K. Kal1sch 

~ ~~~ 1/ 1 1'--:.J 

-£/ ~- -



as 

Justice Samuel I , Rosenman 
444 Central Park West 
Hew York , Hew York 

l 
Dear Sir 1 

Gerhard K, Kaliach 
5~5 University Ave, 
Chicago, nl 

November 18, 1940 

Wi ll you ple~ae tor&ive me if I keep calling on lou tor help 
IX the only living person who can help me to-day . Some time 

~go I wrote y~u a letter ooncernfng ~Y fiancee who is at 
present in the non- occupied part or France but who,being a 
Jewish German r efugee, 1a in very greail danger since the 
French are extraditing German Jewish refugees to the Mazie , 
I reali ze that due to t he elections you probably were busy 
and ther efore had no t ime to answer my letter and I apologize 

tor having bothered you at such unopportune a moment . Alao 

the uncertainty before the elections may have made any ~equest 

or~ inquiry awkward. I am therefore now renewing my plea 
and I hope that now since the outcome of the election is known 
i t will be possi bl e for you to try and help me it you are eo 

inclined and it you think it worth pour while , 

I shall now summarize the facts concerning my fiancee . She 
is a Ger man Jewish refugee and went to France in 1933 or ~934 

in order to eocplete her Hi gh School education and in order to 

study med1c1.ne . She lived in UDI.illl Strasbourg, France until 
the outbreqk of the war last year and then abe went to the 
South of France , &HXll Por a short time la•t year and at 
t ho begi nning of this year she has been interned by the French 
as German alien, She is now free - she ie living in Clermong­

Perrand ( PIQ'- de-Dome) in non- occupied Prance. She has been 
writing desperate letters liiai telling me in veiled language 

that she expects to be extradited to the Germans unless she 

can IIZIOZli come to t hi s country, She was tol~,! at the American 
Consulate of Lyons tha t she will have to ~ait 8 o~ 10 years 

bitore she will be able to come to this conntry. You realize 
XZiilX that such a delay would probably mean that ahe won't 

leave Eurppe a live . I t is gr~e that she is not the only 
person in such a desperate s i ta ation - but in the first place 
the Jews 1n Germany proper are not in such immediate a dAnger 

as those in Prance 1f they are extradited (which would mean 

execution) and secondly only a few have tho money to pay for 
their ticket so thnt H even 1f they do get the visa they 
can ' t use 11: , Also iillJ many Jews in Europe if they had tho 

money couldn't leave (e.g ., from Germany unless through Ruasia) ­
but abe could leave through ~pain and Portugal , And the fina l 

p~int is that her ~&X8XBX parents o.ro both living here in 
t his ~ country - in fact her father , Dr. Edward Knopf , 
1a practicing medicine in Brooklyn, li .Y. (address, 682 St . Johns 

Plaoe, Brooklyn, N.Y. ) -well, her father i s pract icing medicine 

and I , her f1aacee , am in this country, so this i s really 
tho logical place for her to l111e in . a j he got into thia 

present mess , because she didn ' t register in time with hhe 

Ame •iean Consulate . The reason is that §he WHZK wanted to 
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finish her medical studies i n France because it was so very 

much ¥ZX l e ss expensive ~~ than i t would have been in 

this country and her parents arc now very very poor . So 

you see that at present her situation is quite desperate 

and I should like to as~ you again to help her - even if 

-t..t .:w,r reae ons IZK tba. t I have just a dvanced areXZ:&aX not so 

very good. The s imple fact is : Please do help my fiancee l 

rle've SQ.!. to get her oat of the European mess before it 

i s too-rate . There isn ' t much I can aay to defeng my stand, 

except xal·~ tha t I would like to save the li• e of the person 

I love most »t~MZ in this world (outside of my mother) and 

I think you ' 11 understand me . And as long as you can save 

a life : why not this one? There are so many people-to be 

saved that one cannot tell where to begin : so why not begin 

vtith her? I very much ask you to do it . 

Please do answer me if and v:hen you have XZ*Z the ti,.e • Please 

excuse my horrib~e typing : I guess I am a bit upset - I hope 

you will forgi ve . me •. 
• 

Gratefully and hopefully(?) yours , 

. · J~. 
! ~ --· - ···-- -

.. · Gerhard Kaliich 
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_ ....... ..._Y"Cf'I[III TO ·~'.\ 
..... No. 811. 11 D .'· n , 

:t'T/.IL SOJ\U 1 , 

~ '""'"'· 
llo.bette 
:.:ax 
! .ax THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AM ERICAN CONSULATE 

Stuttcart , Ge~ny, December 29 , 1938 . 

The Honor abl e 

'>ir : 

Samuel I. Rosenman, 
Justi~e of the Suprene Court of llew York, 

!lew Yorl< County Court House , 
tie,·; York , !!ow Yo r k . 

I l1ave yo'n., le ttcr of Decelllher 5 1 193B, with ro­
:·cronco to JOUr interest in t1-le i:'lni•·ration visa cases 
of e. nnmber of aliens ':hose nanes 111 ll follow . 

Tllo Consulata ' s r·eco1"<1a sllot: t:<o.t 3abetto Eer: tan , 
of .:!cr .:;znbern, Con'l!lny ' ~t\S iloon rocisterod on tho 
naitin~ ll~t of .intcndinc ir.:U;-;ro.nts of tho nonpro::eronce 
clnss under the number 25554 since September lG , 1938, 
a11d due to the lar,::e number of person::~ \'tho re,cisterod 
before that date and lthosa oases v:ill bo enti tlod t o 
prior consideration it is not anticipate<! that her turn 
will be renched until after July 1!:143 . In the event 
that :"rs . !3oX'!!Uln is the mother of a ci tlzon of the un::. ted 
States,the citizen son or daurrhter should execute and 
file •:t:l.tl1 the Department of Lllbor , \hshincton, D. c. , a 
relative petition (form 633) in her behalf . This peti­
tion, when approved, would entit l e her to pr eference 
status within the quota of the country of her blrth s.ncl 
woult\ enable the Consul ate to expecU.te action upon her 
application . 

Lonn and Ilse Sal'luel , likewise of I3or~;zobern, 
:iermany' have been res1s tared under the munbcr 25555 
oince September l C, 1038 , and th"i"" turns n1ll not be 
rea ched before July 1943 . 

The records inill.cate fnrthor that :·ax, JohMna, 

Julius 
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Julius , l!cr t a and Leone Samue l , all residing a t Erlen­

bnch, Germany , have been r ecistered under the nmr~ber 

18u45 since August :n , 1938, and it is not lil<ely that 

t hei r cases will be in t urn before 1 942 . 

r.:ax , He lene , Sally and Gr et el Sender , of Konken, 

Germany , have been registered under t he numbers 22716 

and 22879 , respectively , s ince Sep tember 9 , 1938 , and 

thei r cases v1ill not come up fo r consideration until 

after July 1 942 . 

It has been impossible to furnish you the forec o1nc 

inf ormat ion by t elec ram as you requested , since collect 

~essages are not accepted in Ger many . 

You May be sur e that t hese cases vii l l be g .i..ven eve ry 

consideration possible consi:;tent v:ith t he i m.r:U..::;r&tion 

lar~s and r egulations . 



~ 
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OEPJ\lt'l~Uiri't' 0~ :,l';,Tf! 

\'l,,;j,lfilC TON 

I n r epl7 rarer to 
VU 811 . 111 Ke l l soh , Sophie u. 

tJy dear J udge Rooenman: 

;~'~(1:. ·~~ a,.,,.,, 
1hp lr • ·· 

Oeoe1nber 2, 1938 . 

I n tho Se crotnry 1 s abs ence I refer to h i s co~~i­

cetion to you of AurJst 12 , 1938 regardtn~.thP cases of 

Mr. Cerherd Kel1ach 1 s slster, !Jiss bophle 16. !.c.li sch , 

e.nn hi s oother, llrs . :l.a r g&r ete JJerthG KaUsch , who e r e 

d"sirous of oominf; to tho Un iteu l:ot a t ea from Germany. 

A r eport on t.he c& s e s of the a p,)Uoanta ln questi on 

has now be~~ rec~lv~d from the ·~erlcan Consul Ht ter 1ln , 

t he pertlnnnt para,;re;~n·e of wn~ch are quoted helot:: 

"1 gre1<tly regr et that o~.l.n~: to c ertain difri­
eultles v:nlcn were nncountered in com:nuntcat1ng 
with these a~~l1cents , tne Ve~art~ent • s instruc­
tion under reference was not oom,llnd wtth at e.n 
ee rller date . 

"The oases of Miss '(lltisch 11nd her lllother 
er e sepsrcte i n t he f i les of the Con sula t e General . 
~Hsd Sop!lie Kallsoh ' s evidence ot support. was sooe 
ti:ne ego round to be su frlclent to ost&bl i sh thut 
she wou.!.d not become e public ohar ,::e , s!loulrt sbe 
be e~tted into the Un itea btntes. ~he ~~s , 
therefore , lnvited to c~ll et the Consulate Uen­
erel on ~ept~ober 9 , 1938 t~ mn~c formal a~yl l-
cat i on ror en l mm lgr &tlon vise . •or tbe r eason 
that ~l ss Y.al i soa dia no t cppeer on tnts o.e te 
and on subsequent da tes , her invlt~tion da te 
was ohan;;ed to October 5th , October l?tll , ond 
Oct ober 21st . Her f e ther called ot t he ~onsulate 
Genera l flnd in1'or.ued t hi!; ot 1'1co thot hl• deu~>hter 
llad be on arrest11d on June lo , l93B. The charge 
u?on whi on Mise Keltsch wns t aken ~!lto custody 
le not !alo•:n t o the Coasult. t e Ganeral. •. letter 
wh l oh htss Just been r eceived from .Ars . J.rart;ur ete 
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iCalisch Rtates that on 5o;ne:nter 21, , l93 ':l the 
Secret Police tn uerlin ref"us'30 to relcc:~e 
'.llss t<all.>ch frorn custody but. that there ls a 
possi t ility the-. sue ::wy be roleesed in the future . 
1'ne Cons•; late General wi ll , ~nerefore , .<ee:~ ln 
toucn v.i th :-.he fe1nily &nd arrange for e formul u;>­
ol :cation oate ror . .liss '~t.l lsch im:neciia.tely l.hnt 
lhe author\t\PS ~ill UKrec to release her for this 
pur;>O!le . 

"Hrs . ~largarete Kali sch , wllo was horn in 
l'oland , w<.s registercu at thls office on ~he wait­
in~ list r·or non-preference vi st.. eo;Jl i cu!'lts unc!er 
the Polish quote as o:' ::>e,1tember 8 , l93o , the flrst 
dete on whi<:n she too..: ste.Js to ucke eool ic~;.t ton 
for e. visa . Owin"· to the extre .le pressure ega.inzt 
the J:'ol ish c;uoto sr;d the GreL t nul~':ler ol' rer:; istre­
tions made ,>reviously to ~.Irs . J(alisoh ' s , there \',ill 
be an esti.netad W!i.i.tin::: tir.o o:' e.t. lllest tv:o yeEo;-s 
ber'o;-e tne Consulate Genertil mny tC~i<:e u,, hl'r cese 

"The Consul,;te Generel will koo1J tnc i.lo~t.rt­
:ncnt int'on:.ect in re{';ard t.o any !'Prbse:juent c.evelop­
ment~ in thfl !\e li.,cn Cbses . " 

Tne Honorable 

~emuel I . Rosenman , 

Sin cerely yours, 

W .. LO'l' ~ . COUL'l'i;.k 
hCt{nc Chief , Vi sb Division . 

lslull i~ountain Lt'llce , New York . 



5 AMUELI.ROSKKMAN 
&75 M..t..DISOJf A v • aroa 

N.-w Yo•• aa 

t 
'-

January 22, 1962 

MF1•!0RANDUM TO FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY 

The attached correspondence is typical or 

the desperate effort made by many Americans through 

whatever channels they could to obtain the release 

or relatives trapped in the Hitler regime through­

out Europe . 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060

