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THE W HIT!!: HOUSI!: 

WASHINGTON 

l!E1DJWID11Li FOR TJIE DI RECTCP. OF THE BUI:GE'l': 

I have decided to take the following steps at once : 

1. Publicl y declare t hat it is the policy of this 
Government to take all measures nithin its pov1er to rescue 
those victims of enency- oppression ~tho are in imli.nent danger 
of death and to afford such victiw.s all possible aid and 
assistance consistant vrith the successful prosecution of the 
we.r . 

2. Establish a Uar Refugee Board consistine of the 
Secretary of State, the Secretary of the 'l'reasury and the 
Secretary of Her . '£his Board shall be charged vritb full 
responsibility for seeing that t his announced policy is 
carried out with the utmost vigor and directness . 

3. Rave the Board desi~ate an executive director o£ 
capacity, energy, and resourcefUlness , knorm to be sympathetic 
t o war refugees and deeply interested in their rescue and relief. 

4 . Arrange for the State Department t o ap~oint special 
attaches vrith diplomatic status to be selected by the Board and 
to be stationed at points vrhere they can render the most 
effective aid to war refugees. 

5. Arrange to make available to the Board im:nediately 
out of the President's Zuergency Fund one Dillion dollars for 
initial. administrative expenses and such fur t her s= out of 
the President 's Emergency Fund and other available a~propria­

tions, inci udill{; Lend ... ease, as the Doard may from time to ti.I:le 
certify as necossar; for its operations . 

I want en Executive Order• accomplishing these purposes 
ready for !Icy' signature as soon as possible . Judge Rosenman is 
familiar with what I have in :nind. I have asked him to expedite 
the matter for me . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI NOTO H 

I ~1&'1., n. en de ... .:lJ ~t)l)"~rul"l fGl' u l'lnt. u 1t' lli t h 
the CO\'oll~·ll~ per secut i<ul o! lhe Jc,;:s 1>·• tl,. ::~z:s . I fear 
thn.t t\IS the WIL!" arfr O:lC!lC3 tbc t:r,.l :~.it\t•t• 'l•ill \'eJnutil~ 
·.~a o'"'~rt:s to :.;.cr . ....:~t~ th~ rrtJlir ' •.· :•:t : . .;._,~.,,,e , 
It is i~lftt"f:L~: vl!' , thf!retore , l"· { •; lnl"e 'I~'JcDr•'I.O tni.i-,u 

.. rJnC, . !n vi•u Of th.a : .. :r..: <..;. r.o ~~ ~~~~ 0 .. C .. e .. t:)t•tl 
tl) Cn.t'! , ! th~ !· Lt : ~ als ... i ... 10r" .,. t t 1':,. h·l o ·r 

n fll! l l. ow o; o~otr il ttorh' ru:.t: :Hl .. u ~" a~l ~b a 
-.a .ln ~·ar L"' er to Sll;"' !J,o..:$ ~. '"o-.)e . 

_.cl,:: •. ·e . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

PP-hle 

October 10 , 1944 

Lri.I.~ORANDU1.l FCt1 THi .?RE' IDEN'l' . 

I h..:: ve r e cei vcd a nu.nb01· of 
phone ce lls r'rom 1.nw Yo.t'l:.. ttbout 
the~e r eport s a bout t h o J~azi 
int entions wi th r espec t· Lo mdsa 
extor mi nati o!l . 

I have t. ..tlk9d · 1i th '{r . ?uh1e 
of the •.:a r Ref ugee ~oa:A.'J , an 1 th9 
atta ched is his Sl!f:~;estion \1:1 ioh 
I think is fine . 

S . I . R. 



January 20, 191.4 

::y cleor 1.1r. A t~orney u.,.ral, 

Attent ioaa llr. llu;.:h oox 

1 re!or ~o u .. cl1ec.ue1on thie :acrninl) bet- 1/.r. Alleel I'. 

l!llU'ord or •:v ..r !'ice end ur. lt""' ~ ot ;vwr .apert.<oent. rcaardl.n; 

t.he pr apoeed .ucutive order u tabU.hin.: a \liar Re!Uj;ec bcnrd, 

This 11111 contl.m llr. :.c.trcrd'a ata"-'lt t.bat Soct ion Ia of 

t.bo propooud ->rdor con~latca thot title U of t hoo !lecood \,or 

Power& t.ct 11111 be •ZIJ)loyed in acceptina COiltribut1one aDd tha t eucl\ 

contributione t o Ule l'>cerd or t<> the llto.ta , 'l'roNUZ"J or trar 

Apartl:>anta will be rwle 1r. atrict. accordance wlt.b all prov:tei<mll 

of GW:h Act relAUni w t.be ....:eptance o! conditional .;il'ta lrJ thoo 

Soens~ o! thoo TreU\11')' to lllrt.ber thoo wor l'l"'£2Wl• 

V flr1 tz-uly ;voure, 

tb• :iooorable, 

'ftlto Att.orM;y IAIIoral ut the Un1to.l b tatae. 

Al'Lonrd - l/20fta4 



fhe Prea1dent toda7, b7 Exeout1Ya Order, eat up a 

Var Refugee Boa rd oona1at1ng of the 8eoretar7 or State, the 

Seoretar7 ot the Traaaury and t he Beoretary ot War, t o taka 

aot1on t or t he 1mme41ate r eaoue and relief or aa aen7 ae 

poaa1ble or the Jeva or Eur ope a nd the other o1v111&n v1ot1aa 

o r anea7 peraeout1on. 

The Exeout1ve Order deola ree tha t "it 1a the pol1oy 

o r th1e Government t o take all aeaaurea v1th1n ita po~er to 

reaoue the v1oti•• ot enemy oppreaa1on who are 1n 1am1nent 

danger ot death and otherwise to afford euoh v1ot1me all 

poaa1ble r el1et and an1atanoa oonaiatent vi th the euooeaeful 

proaeout1on or the war•. 

The Board 1a charged with direot reaponei b1 11tT to 

the President 1n eee1n6 thn t tho announced pol1oy 1s oarr1ed 

out. The President 1nd1oeted t ho t whi le he would look 4ireot l7 

t o the Board tor the aucoeaatul execution o r thie pol i cy, t he 

Bosrd, or oouree, woul d cooperate tully with the Intergovern­

mental Committee, the Unit ed Hationa Relie f ena Rehabilitati on 

Admini1trati on, an~ o ther 1ntoreeted international organiza­

tion&. 

The PreB1dent stated t ha t he vas going to ask tor and 

that he expected tho cooperation or all meabera or the United 

Nat1one and o t her tore1gn government& 1n oarry1ng out thia 

41ttioult but important t eak. He etated that the ex1at1ng 

tao111t1ea ot t he Sta\8 , Treaeur y and Var Departaenh would be 

employed t o tur n1oh aid to Ax1a v1otiaa to the tullut extent 

poeaible. He atreaaed that 1t vaa urgent that aot1on be taken 
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ot onoe t o torutall the phn ot the lfuh t o utera1nate all 

the Jeve ~tnO other peraeouted a1nor1 U ee ln lilurope. 

It wi l l be the dutr ot t he tull-t1me Exeout1ve 

D1reotor ot the Boai"O to arrange t or the proapt exeout1on of 

the plane and progr aae deYeloped and the aeaeurea inaugurated 

by the Board. 
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