


July 10, 1939

Fersonal ind

Dear Bill:

It was very nice to have a chance of epeaking with
you on the telephone a few moments ago. I have checked
up on the repart you told me you had had that I was 111
and I found that all that happened was that the last time
You tried to reach me on the phone the operator sent word
that I was not in the Department for the week-end but
that I could be reached should you desire to get in touch
with me, and that word was later sent to her that you had
cangeled the call,

1 am sending you these personal lines with regard to
the representation of France on the Intergovernmental Com-
ailttee for Refugees. The FPresident hss been disturbed as
I have by the inoreasing feeling of defeatiem which 18 be-
ginning to prevail in thie country and which existe even
more in England and in France with regard to the nractiecal
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results that may be achieved from the President's initla-
tive in oalling the Evian Conference and in ereating the
Intergovernmental Committes, Every kind of diffioulty

has arisen and by no means the leagt of the difficulties,
apart from the attitude of the German Government, has

been the apparent unwillingnes#s or inability of the vari-
ous private refugee organizations to get together in the
oreation of the negessary resettlement foundations and in
the support of the efforts of the directors of the Inter-
governmental Committee itself, After a great deal of ef-
fort some of these dAifficulties have been resolved, as you
know, and, while it has been agreed for reasons of expedi-
enoy that the Intergovernmental Committee 1taelf will adopt
a more passive attitude during the next months in order %o
let the settlement foundations undertake the brunt of the
work involved, the President nevertheless feels that this
Government should make it olear that it continues %o have
a deep and ibiﬂing interest in the refugee problem. For
that purpose he has instructed Myron Taylor when he reaches
London to attend the July 18 meeting to state, either of-
fi0ially at one of the sessions of the Committee or behind
the scenes and personally %o representatives of the govern-
mente involved, that the President desires to hold here 1in
Washington this coming September a meeting under his per-

gsonal supervision of representatives of the governments
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now represented on the Executive Committee of the Inter-
governmental Committee, namely, France, Great Britain,
the Netherlands, Argentina, Brazil and the United States,

Necessarily the agenda for this proposed meeting oan
only be determined after the gonolusion of the July 18
meeting in London, but, whatever the agenda may be, the
holding of this meeting by the President at the White
House will greatly encourage and stimulate the enthusi-
asm of those elements of our population which are pri-
marily concerned with this problem and give at the same
time an indication to all of the other governments repre-
sented on the Intergovernmental Committee that this Gov-
ernment continues to have an effective interest in the
matter and very definitely believes that the Committee
must continue as a means of providing a long range solu-
tion of the whole problem of the resettlement of minorities
in Burcope. The main issues will be dramatized, and partie-
uvlarly the fact that the orderly solution of this problem
18 an indispensable part of a real peace program.

Forgive this somewhat lengthy dissertation on back-
ground, but I felt it necessary to give you an indieation
of what we have in mind as the reasons for the oonsidera-
tions I am sending you. A very great obstacle in the
functioning of the Intergovernmental Committee almoat
from the beginning has been the attitude taken by Henri
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Berenger, the French representative. I don't know what
the reasons may have been for his seleotion but I have
known him personally for a good many years and he cer-
tainly has at no time demonstrated any personal interest
in the problems involved nor does he ever seem to have
grasped the real importance of the objectives we are try-
ing to attain., Recently, as you know, he stated upon
several oocoasions very positively that he had no inten-
tion of attending the July 18 meeting in London and,
while he has recently modified that position, he is now
stating that he will only be there for one day. I quite
realize that the French Government in its present situa-
tion ecannot undertake to do more within French territory
for refugees than 1t is already doing, but, on the other
hand, it would seem to me that it muat be olesar to the
French Government - granted the position of the United
States - that some open evidence of sympathy with the
point of view this Government is taking and of a will-
ingness to cooperate with us at least so far as open
moral support ie concerned would be of real advantage

to France and would have a very benefiocial effeot unon
publie opinion in this country. All of the intereated
organizations of the United S3tates, however, are openly
diseussing the lack of interest on the part of the Frengh
Government and the extraordinary poliecy of blocking the
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efforts made by the Intergovernmental Committee which has
been displayed by Senator Berenger, This, you will realize,
is hardly oonduecive to much eympathy for France on the part
of a very important element in the United States,

It has ocourred to me that you might, as soon as pos-
gible after you receive my letter, let M. Daladier know
that Myron Taylor has been authorized to convey this in-
vitation for the September meeting which the President de-
sires to hold and let him sppreciate 1ts true significance.
If he realizes the value to Franoce of an evidence of ef-
feotive cooperation om her part, 1t would seenm to me prob-
sble that he would realize that Senator Herenger should be
replaced by some more responsive, effeotive and cooperative
representative of Frence on the Exeoutive Committee,

I realize there may be some political reason for the
designation of Senator Berenger of whieh I em not informed,
but, if such considerationse are not compelling, I do sin-
cerely hope that some other French reoresentative may be
appointed before the September meatling.

Every good wish to you and believe me

Youre most sincerely,

P.S. Since signing this letter I have been speaking
with Myron Taylor on the telephone, He is sall-
ing for London tomorrow. While he 1s entirely

in
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Paris, August 23, 1339.

Dear Sumner:

I wish to make a belated reference to your
letter of July 10th regarding the Intergovernmen=
tal Committee on Refugees.

Bérenger has been benaving in the most wonder-
fully cooperative manner and has been very obliging
indeed in every possible way. Myron Taylor, there-
fore, requested ms to disregard your suggestion
that I speak to Daladier about him. I have conse-
quently not taken the action set forth in your
letter.

Bérenger is really delighted to be going to
Washington for the conference in October and I

hope
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hope that while he is there, you will be able to
have a personal conversation with him.

With every good wish and kindest regards,
I remain,

Very sincerely yours,

William C. Bullitt.
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