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D EPARTMENT OF STATE 

VISA DIVISION 

November 22, 1939 

u 

Dear Mr . Welles: 

Referring to your memorandum of November 21, 1939, 

it is suggested that Mr. Carter be informed along the 

following linea in reply to hie letter of November 20, 

1939: / 

~Although our immigration laws accord preference 

etatue within the quota to the wife of an a11en ndm1tted 

into the United States for permanent residence, the l aw 

does not confer similar preference upon the fiancee of 

an allen resident. The fiancee of the German refugee 

in whom your brother is interested mus t therefore wait 

until h er turn is reached on the waiting list to receive 

a non-preference immigration visa under the German quota. 

With regard t o your brother ' s inquiry whether the young 

lady could come to the United States as a visitor and 

after marriage proceed abroad and obtain an immigration 

visa , I may point out that in view of her desire to come 

to the United States f or permanent residence , it is 

doubtful whether she could qualify for a visitor's v1sa 

under the l aw. An applicant for such a visa must eetab-

11sb tha t he 1s not an immigrant and that he des ires to 

come 
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come to the United States tor a temporary period only upon 

the conclusion ot which he will return abroad to take up 

hie residence in some foreign country , having travel docu­

ment s valid for entry into such country . It the German 

refugee should find 1t possi ble to proceed abroad to some 

country where hie fiancee could Join him i n order to be 

married, she would after the marriage be entitled to a 

preference stat ue wi thin the quota and consideration could 

then be gi ven promptly to her application for an immigration 

visa. I t would a t that t i me be helpful tor her to have 

evidence regarding her husband's ability to support her. 

I am enclosing an information sheet regardi ng i mmigrati on 

visas, wh ich you may wish to send to your brother . If you 

desire to have a report obtained concerning the statue of 

the young l ady on the waiting list or non-preference i mmi­

grants and will send me her name , t he Department will call 

upon t he Embassy a t London for a report concerning her 

applicati on for a visa.~ 

Enclosure: 
VD-General 

VD:EBC:thl 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE UNDER SECRETARY 

November 21 , 1939 

VD - l-fr. Coulter: 

Please let me know what 

reply I may make to the in-

quiry contained in the attached 

correspondence with Jay Franklin . 



JUitH FRANKLIN CARTER 
kt~ 

. ... ~.D.O. 

Sumner Welle , £tqu1re 
U'nd eraeoreta.ry 
DtP,.ru.ent or ''-'- t.e 
wae~nston , D. o. 
A\ten~1on Wil t Clerkton: 

Dear Mr. Welle: 

'!'no tn¢}0114 let.\.tr troD 8S bro\J'ler -~~~ 

an 1nqu1ry concerning 8t.at.e Depart.zent. pro­

cedure, wntch I should l i ke t.o ~nawer w1Lh re~l 
kno•ledLt ot whAt 11 pract.lcal and A4v1s&blt 1n 
t.nle caet. ~ht a&t.ter 11 un4oubt e41¥ subject 
t.o l&w And could be determined eaally. However, 
lt t.her e le any dlacretl on orde r~d 1n euch o~eea 

•• t.n1t, l would sreat.ly a pprec t• t.e any taoll l­
Uee •n.dl el.eh\ be e,.tven 1.0 t.r.le p.art.lct..lar 
&pl)l1cat.1on r ur • v·tea. 

Jto:va 
enol . 

S1Dcerely, 

/,&.. ({.«. "" . ~ 
~Jor~ Pran~lln C6rter 



John Carter, 
Press &11ld1ng, 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear John: 

PHILIP P. CA~eR 
Hanover 
New Ha<~peh1re 

November 18 , 1939 

Ae you may know, for the last 6 montha I have 
had a German J ewish refugee worki~ here in th~ shop, 
a.n arrangement which h.«s turned out surprisingly well. 
My purpose in writing you primarily has to do with 
hie desire to bring hi s fiancee over from E~land. I 
thought very likely you might know someone in 'R11ahi ngton 
who oould give me the low-down on wha t the chances ar e . 

This i s the set-up. He came to t hi s country 
about a year ago in September under the quota and has 
taken out his first papers . She left Germany slight ly 
before him and baa s ince been in England on a permi t 
whi ch allows her to stay until J une 1941. She i e 
Proteatant, a trained nurs e and has been working in the 
home or an English doctor and 1s naturally anxi ous to get 
over her e as soon ae she can so as to consummate her in­
tended marriage, She had planned to come over in Sep­
tember on a 6 month visitors permit, but or course that 
plan 1e shot to pieces now. Now the question is , are 
there any means, devious or otherwise, by which she can 
get into this country on a visiting permit which would 
enable her to get married and then re-enter the country 
as hi s wife? I realize this i s probably a pretty large 
order, but if you coul d tell me whom I shoul~ ~et in 
touch with, if there i s a poqaibllity, I would-be very much 
oblig ed. 

This letter seems to be more or l ess typical or our 
usual bri sk correapondeno~. We seem to hear very little 
of you except indirectly. FathP.r was he re for two nights 
at t he firs t of the week end i s looking quite fit after 
h is Panama trip. It you s.r e unable to gi ve me very much 
i nfo r mation along t he lin ea of the ques t ion, pl eas e drop 
us a line anyhow, and let us know how you all ar e . 

Our love to Shiels Pte. 

Yours, 
Phll 
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'7 <lear !itr. can er& 

In ooanl1nnoe with t n- r~e~t o nt o tn•e 
1n rour lnU~a· 01' lto\'eaber ','0 , I bel1 4'1ve the 
tollo•dng 1"1.11 .-mgwe r the •I U .. a tl one rahtd 1n 
your broth~r• • lo~t,r t o you or Nov~-~~~r 19 . 

Al thola{ttl oar 1•1~>r:t.tlon l o.WII aeoof'C! 
p~erorenoe otA~ua wlt~ln t he quota to the wife 
o! nn 11l1en 'lda 1 t t e.1 lnto the Unite(! St o•f!e 
r :>r noNlltln~nt ~oet t'lenoe, the l mr <".o•ll not con• 
'fr.r e1l.:l1la r pr.tel':'ltnce \JTIO'J th• nan~• ot IH\ 

a llen r t' l"l dmt . flit rtcnoee or the Gforaan 
rn~urca tn whoa your brot~r Se lnt~ro• t rn 

mu ,.t t hi'IMf'o:·o walt unt 11 h"r t\l%'1! 1o r••uhed 
on t~ ~a1tt~ l l e t t o reoelv~ a non-~~~re~~noe 
hlQlcrr~tton vt ea under the a.-roan quo tot . "1 t h 
:-o;•qr-4 t o your brotl'woo :-1 • 1nqul ry wh~>th r thft 

:voun~ l ad.:r oould co ... to the United at .. toe '.lit 

c. v1ol tor l!l.n•' ~rter Ell r rl cu:re prooe>A~ " ' roa4 
~n~ obt ain an lM~1~rnt1on v1#a, I nay ~1nt 

out th.')t tn vl'"" or ,,.,r dee l t'c to c.,"',. to 'the 
t•nt ~·d 5t a 01 ~OF ~.,l"'l::Alnont rt'll1dttneo, 1 t 1n 
(!OIJLtful •heth~r ehtt ooult\ , ufll lt:T !"or a 
v1 ~>1t<>r• e v ha unc\et' the l e>w. An Ol't-l l cnnt 
ror ~uoh :s vhls !!IUnt estcblitl~ t.h ·> t hn h 
not ~n 1a.l r.r nnt QDd ~~~~ he d~elre~ t o coco 
t o the lltl l t.d J;ta " t'or a tl'l:l~crnr-, ;"'"riod 
onlT unon the oonoluP10ft o~ ~hlo~ he will 
r., turn e. t rot" l'l to t!Ut• ut> 'l1tt r .. 1t'l~nee 1n 

J o'hn Cart e r, :• rp 1 r ,., 
1210 Kat1onol Pr-se autlatn~, 

.. a.~nc-ton, D.c. 



ao .. toretgn ooue t r7, h~•tng t~o•el docu• •nte 
vt<l1d t or ~n\PF tnto euoh oovnu-y. I f t.~ 
Gerw&'G ran&~~te• ahould ttnd l t ~ora l l>le t o oto­
e~e4 ~bro•4 t o eo.& ooaat ry •here ble tta noae 
coul d Jotn bla ln order t o be a arrl ed, •~• 

• ouV o"t•r .,,~! D?.rrl e -e be entl tlec\ t o e 
preference 1tetua ,., t h1ft the quotn and con­
@ l~eratlon coul d th@ft b e v t ven ~rosntly to 
her I"''llc, t!on tor a n l :utl r.oatlon vl•a . It 
.,..,..Jld a t t Mt tl=te be hel pful tor h~r to ~ .. ve 
• •ldenoe re~1r6ln? hor hu1band1 a abl l l t y to 
eu~"10rt he~ . l &!II enolodftF nn tn forlll&t l on 
sheet J'e3&rd!ng lwal~ratlon •laaa, wkl ch you 
"''7 .oish to etnd t4 your broUI'tr, I f you ~ 
dre to ha•e a re"ort obtall'le4 ooncem!ft~ Ule 
• ta tu~ of th• 7~ 1•47 on th~ wa!t1nr 11- t 
or non-pretor•nae l allll ff P'&nts r n•l w111 eMid .. ., 
h er na .. , tho t>o~tl2'lnt 1d 11 call upon the 
~~~bc..~ 17 nt London t'or a rol)OI't oonoet'lltnO'; h" r 
'<:'pltcatlon to:- 1 al ra. 

I t T OUt' bN)ther wl 8 ~'1ll8 to tend the lft­
f ot'r.l9t l on ret!Jrred to obove, I ftl'lal.l or owt-ne 
be aoe t ha nny to t al<e the :t.D.t'ter up 1n till! e»n­
oer 1nc!t or. t ed. I aa ret urolllj:: 70UJ' brotll'l'J'' a 
l 'l ttl'r h.ere ... a ... 

!I)' k1ndeet reg&rd8 M it belhae aae 

Your a ••t-:r a 1 no.-:-.1.7 , 

'"ll"' l )P "\ 

U : SW:IIII' '\.. L 

• 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008

