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De-.r llanln: 

WHb reter.noe to your •e110randu• ot 
Januar7 eigbteen\b I u eendln& TOll berewt th 
a auggeated letter tor you to eead to &ddle 
Cantor. I bawe gone lnto the a1tllat1on prett7 
c • r e ful lT and I don't eee how TOU oan wer7 
wel l aend ~ore at thle tl••· 

Youre •er y a1noerely, 

Enclosure. 

The Honorable 
MarWin H. ltoint7re, 

Secretar7 t o the Prealdent. 
Tba Whlta Rouee. 

U :SW : FWB:SS 
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<f DEPART~ENT OF STATE 

THE UNDER SECRETARY 

January 19, 1939 

A-M 
Mr. Messersmith: 

Will you not be kind 
enough to l et me have your 
reactions to Mr. Mcintyre's 
memorandum and to the reque s t 
contained in the enclosure. 

U: 5111: MW 



THE: W HIT E: H OUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

Jr.nUflrJ lu, 1939 

r :1u t:.e Pret.iuent ti1ou,.;llt I .~icnt so~:•l it to 

;.·ou ior ~·o\U' reru:tion. 

::o,,f1...ent1r1ll;·, :.,.die n::.a ueen 

I r'"-1 .:o.•derint:; wnether : ou could 

senu twa n discreet little not e of l'l!l!'l'e -

ciation or rrnether it •:oulc be &r.fe for ... e 

to ao it . 

. . - -~ r.~--
•• • • .C J. ... :.&. I 

Secro ;: r:· to ~:1c rrecident 

'::nclooure 



Dear 11441• : 

I 11111 aor17 to be somewhat late in eolalowlec'lsiD~: 
your letter ot January 12,1939 but I Wished t o inform 
1111elt on the question whioh you raiae before replyiJ18 
t o you. 

There 1a a general reeling I beli~e, e•en among 
thoee who are moat eympathetio towards the situation 
ill which eo l!!Any t bouaande or peraons r ind themaelTee 
ab r oad, that it would be inadTiaable to raise the questi on 
ot increasing quot as or radical changes in our immigrat i on 
lawe during the present Congreae. There is a Tery real 
feelill8 t hat 1t this question le t oo prominently r aised in 
t he CoJ18r••• durlJI8 the present eaaaion we aight get more 
raatrictiTa rather t hen more l iberal t.m1gration lawa end 
practice. Naturally, howeTer, the question or the children 
1a an appealing one and it there ia any possibi l ity at all 
ot getting any l egielation througb the Coll8r••• on immigra­
tion matter• it would pr obably be a measure whioh would 
permit t he admieeion ot a oertain number ot ohildran in 
axoaaa or the praaent quota or non-quota. I think I ahould 
tell you, boweYer, that ••111 aoma or thoae moat intaraeted 
in a cba.nga wbioh would ;~erait the adm1 .. 1on or ohUdren are 
aomawhat doubtful as to whether euch legislation oould paae. 

I need not tell you bow much the President ia intaraatad 
in this whole rafu«ee probl• and you know bOW liNCh of hia 
thougbt and tilla and 1111tiat1Ta he baa ghan t o thia aattar. 
The quaation or the children 1a particularly appealing and 
I know that he baa giTen it, and wil l continua to giTe it, 
hie caretul t houpt. You oan be aura of that. Thera are, 
howeTer, l agislatiTa and ad&illietr atiTa problema whioh haYa 
to be considered moat carefully end I think I ehould tall 
you that these aepeota are particularly dittioult. In any 

eTent, you aay be aura that this matter ie reoeiTing ••1'7 
careful conaideration and I am Tery glad tbat you l et ue 
haTe your own t hougbta on i t. 

With ••err good wiah , 

Cordi allY your•, 

J; Wr. Ed. die Cant or, 
~ BaTerly Bille, Californi a . 

!.1 . H. MciNTYRE 

Secretary to the President. 



DEPARTMENT OF STAT E 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

fl(. .• u.u~ ----
January 2~ ,1939 . 

Dear h.r . ·,/ellea : 

I ~eve prepared the appended re,ly which ~r . 

~lclntyre may wiSh to send to Eddie Cantor in reply 

t o Cantor ' s l etter hereto attached or January 12th 

t o him. I think this is about as much as Mr . Mcintyre 

,.,ould wish t o aay on this quest.ion or the children a t 

this time . Sveryone feels very favorably disposed when 

i~ comes t o the refuc ee children , but I think I should 

tell you th~t t he legislative and the administrative 

difficulties involved are so serious that I am certainly 

doubtful whet her any such legislation would be finally 

passed oy t he Congress . I believe it would be very un­

desir able t o have much diSCUSSion or it in the COn(l:r tiSS 

tor it would raise ell sorts or questions which should not 

be discussed at this time, a nd I think we can be sure it 

would stir up further 'lllti-Semiticism whioh is raising its 

ugly bead in so ~~Y parts of the country. I do not believe 

that t he President would wish t o te.ke e n attitude a t this 

time openly fa voring any such change in our immig ration 

laws which would per:nit the adrlission or chi ldren as non­

quota or in excess or t he present quotes . 

It 
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It would be much better to let t his question come 

up in the Congress rather than to have it raised t hrough 

the initiative or the President . I keep in very close 

touch with these problems as you know and I believe 

this ~tou!d be t he wise course to Collow. 

Very sincerely , 



I 
Jtaroh l, 1939 

De11r lfaM1n& 

With regar~ to rour memor&ndua ot 
FebruAry 27, enoloe1ng e telegram addressed 
t o rou bJ Pat £vane , or HoUftton, texas, I 
11hould be onlr too t.Uad t o take oar11 or tbe 
matter ror rou as rou au~aat, but unfortu­
nately tha quu tlon h one 0'1 th •h1oh thia 
Departamt hae nothing to do. It 11 a ~~~&t­
t er that woul d have t o bt handled bJ the 
Oepartaent or Labor . I would 1Uil8eet tha t 
the Seoret err or Labor be requeated to take 
a peraonal interest ln tbe qu.,~Uon. 

Bflll eYt liB 

Youra varr e1noerelr, 

'fha Honorable 
Uarvln R. Kointrre, 

U: Sll: lllf 

Beorttar.r t o tha Proel dent , 
'fhe llhl t e HOUt!l, 
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Tl£ WHITE HOUSE 
WaahlJlitOn 

f'eb. 2?, 1939 

The attached tele~ra• addreeaed to me by 
Pat ET&na, ot Houeton, Texaa , l e telt-explanatory . 
I will &ppreol ate l t l t you wt ll be good enough to 
replJ' to tt cUreot, atatlng that I ~ve brouaht tt 
t o rour attent ion . 

'!'bank you . 

II. H. llolii'I'YRE 
Secretary t o the Preat dent. 



{ 
COPY 

Houston, Texas~ Feb. 26, 1939 

w. H. Kointyre: 

One Bane Pohl, a twent1 years old hal! Je• awaits 
ln Houston Texae Jail deportation chargee tor Jumping 
ship February tlrst. He deo~ree will kill hlmeelf if 
deported back to Hitler (his fathe r le a field director 
ln Germany divorced from a Jew wire). If I ae a United 
States natural cltlten would take thle metn unde r my care 
and guidance could not the governmt>nt grant specl.a.l aaaenaty 
tor probation of eay elx months and allow me to report on 
these tlndlnge . Thle may be 1n line with our Preeldent 1 e 
foreign pollclea who knows surely elnce this a caee or lite 
and death . llr. U:clntyre aaay I aak your g ood ott l ee to 
do some fas t and humanitarian thinking and obli ge yours 
v ery truly 

PA'f EVAt/8 City Engi neerA Department 
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