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July ©4, 1939

Dear Eleasnort

I have read with a great deal of intereat
tho letter %o you fron Zon=tanola de la Mors
which you were kind enough to snelose with
your letter to me of July 22, 1 have the ute
most sympathy *ith the work that she is dolng,
and 1 fully shars th:z Lellis! cxpressed in her
letter that many of the fSosanish refugeess oan
find gopropriate and worth-while openinge in
the Mew World Af they are given the chanee,

A8 you know, ths "resident’s basio idea
in suggpestiny: the oreaticn of the Intergovern-
mental Committee on Refugees was %o »rovide s
praetieal Tom of intemational cooperation
through which, »ver a term of years, there
might be worked out a2 way of solving the orobe
lem of the resettlement of refugees in an or-
derly manner, It mould seem to me entirely
suitable an®? completely in lins with the fune
damentel i1dens wvhioh we hold thst summa thought
be given st the meeting to be held this autumn
between the I'resldent and the members of the
ixecutive Committee of the Intargovermmentsl
Committee on Refugees to the sueaticn of the

Spanish refugees. I have, therafors, reaommended

¥ra, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The Thite House.
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that the scenda to be submitted to the Presi=
sent inoluds ths resstilement of rof=
ugees,
rallie ve mE
Tours very sincersly,

BW : DMK
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January 24, 1030,
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I have your letter of January 11 anoloeling a
maaber of papers whioh were breught to you by a
friend of Hana Sidler and I have somewhat dalayed
writing you nae I wighed the matter to be gone into
very oarafully, .

1%t is quite pomelible that ¥r. Cisler and him,
wife will be able to show that thay are admigalbdle
into the United States under our immigration laws.
The deciszlon in thelr onses must De nade under the
law by she Consul General at iHabana to whom they
Aesire So and he oannot remch a 4
ha shall have an opportunity to oxamine ¥y, and
ra. “laler when they onll uﬂr.:arn- at the Consulnte
General to apvly for visas. ie la the customary
progsdure under the law and, although My, and
Krs. “lsler may deslre %o have a deolglon resched
as to thelr oqualification for visas before they
loavs the United Ttates, this would not be
practieable.

Our file indleatos that Y¥r. "1aler han bHeen
connaoted in some measure with communistie
organi zations and the facts vill therefors have to
be gone into very omrefully by ths Consul CGenewnl

he interviews Hr, Zigler and hie wife, I
bellave that 1t would be moat helpful to inform
¥re and fira., Slsler that 1t would not be poseiMe
%0 har a deolalon made in thelir cases until they
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¥rs. fongovelt,
The Thite Houase,.
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can progsed to Cudba and appear bafore the Consul
General. They would have to obtain permigsion
from the Cuban authorities, to enter that oountry
temporarily and they oan then oall at the Consulate
Conaral to apply for visas.

They should, of course, take with them doou-
mentary ovidenoce to establigh the faots in thelr
oases and %0 support their olalms that they are
not involved in communistic activities and that
thn{ do not have affiliations and 40 not hold
beliafe whioh, under our lmmigration laws, would
exolude them f‘m favorable consideration for
visas. It 1s impossible, of course, for me to
indiocates Just vhat the nature of this cvidence
should be, but I think it would be very desirable
rurthn{oumriﬂtmfrﬂ some of thelr
regponsitle friends in this ocountry indioating
that to theilr knowledge and bellef Mr. and
Mrs. Eisler do not hold opinions which under our
immigration laws would exolude them,

If 1t is Mr, Eigler's intention, as I under-
stand 1%t 1e, %0 apply for a non-quota viga as a
professor, he ghould, of course, oarry with him
gpecific evidence from the New School of Boolal
Reassarch of his appointment as a professor there,
This ean very affectively be in the form of a
letter from the head of the New School of floolal
Regearch to the Consul Upnersl at Habana settlng
forth the apopointment and the galary which
¥r, fleler is to recelve, It l# aleo necegeary,
under the law, to establigh non-quota statuas as
a professsor t he should have avallable to
prasent to fhe Goneul General evidence soncerning
Wi teaching sotivities during the past two yeare
and evidsnea regarding the institutions with which
4 hag desn connected and to which he is coming
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ne hﬂ';{u_r upom his quelifiostion as : m{g-?r
of a sollege, sondomy, seminary or univers n
the Serpe mestioned 15 ton 1nw,

Nre “ieler may be asmursd that the artismt
only dselres that the question of hie qualifioation
and that of his wife to reaelve visas shall be
deterained in the umial nanner by the sonsular
:rf.t;:r who ‘a e hlie un::: m 15:'1!'1!

ealding this meztian, ™ - ar
Ray also Be assured that the Coneul Genorsl will
acanrd them avery sosei™e considaration,

L am cending you herewith a duplicate of
tale 1o%ter 1n osnse you may wish to hawve 1t sant
to Mr. Clsler,.

Sxlisve me

Youre vory ringerely,

A-M:G8M; VNG
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February 14, 1939
-\\-._.--" # 2
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Mr, Messersmith:

I shall greatly appreciate it
if you will let me know what reply
I could make to Mrs. Roosevelt with
regard to these two questions, The
case of Dr. Edith Vogl is obviously
one for the Visa Division but I don't
want to refer it to that Division
without getting your opinion about
the request since I do not know the
lady and there may be reasons, apart
from the technical ones, why the re-
quest should not be granted,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY

February 14, 1939.

u
MUr. Wellea:

With respect to Mrdi RwodEvelt's letter of Febru-
ary Z, with which she sends a letter ghe has recelved
from Dr. Edith Vogl, I can give you the followlng
information.

There is nothing in our files concerning Dr. Edith
Vogl. We have, therefore, no information to indicate
in what country she was born and to what quota she is
chargeable. It is a reasonable assumption, I think,
that she would be chargeable to the German quota,
against which there 1s a very heavy demand running inte
hundreds of thousands. As she is in this country on
a vigitor'e visa, she is not registered under the quota.

Dr. Vogl wishes Mra. Roosevelt to glve her a letter
of introduction te the American Consul Ceneral in Montreal
where she desires to apply for an immigration viea. She
gecme to think that the Consulate at Montreal has some
quota numbers, one of which could be used for her. In
this respect ﬁr. Vogl is resting under a misapprehension.
In view of the heavy demands on the German quota and in
view of the quota belng over-gubseribed, peresons who do
not enjoy preference status under our law (and there is
no indication that Dr. Vogl enjoys preference gtatug under
the law) must awalt their turn on the walting list. She
would, therefore, have to walt 1n Canada several years
at least before a number would become available for the
tgsue of an immigration visa. There would be no object
svhatever, therefore, in her golng to Montreal to apply
for a viesa.

I doubt whether, in any event, Mrs. Roosevelt would
w sh to give Dr. Vogl a letter to the American Consul
General in Montreal for it would open her to gimilar
requests from so many peoples

Dr. Vogl happene to be one of a falr number of
people who have come into thls country on visitor's visas
and who may not be able to return or do not wish to return
to the country of origin, There ls no way provided by
the statutes that any rellef can be gilven in these cases

at
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at this time and the question of proposing legislatlon

to affect such cases was recently discussed by the Becretary
with Miss Perkins and the Attorney CGeneral and there was,

T believe, general agreement that 1t would not be desirable
to propose any euch leglslation at this time. I may say
that the effect of such legislation would be to break down
our whole immigration law and practice.

I am sure that the Department of Labor views cases
such as that of Dr. Vogl with sympat and there 1s no
reason to believe that she would not be granted an
extension of her present stay if she makes application
to the Commissioner of Immigration and Naturallzatlion
in the normal waY.

G, 8, Meggersmith.

A=li: G VNG
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February 15, 1939

Depr Flesnor:

In reoly to the inquiry you mske of me in
your letter of February 13, I 42 not think that
you w111 wish to glve Dr. Vogl a letter to the
Azeriocan Consul General in ¥ontreal for it will
undoubtedly pave the way for you to receive in-
numsrable requeats of thie character, It would
alen plees our Consul General in Montreal in a
4i1ffisult position becsuse of his inabllity under
the law to do anything at this time to comply +ith
Dr. Yogl'e requast.

Pr. Vogl seems to thimk that the Consulate
Genersl in ¥ontreal hae some cuota ruabers, one
of shich eould be used for her beocause of your
intarca% is her case. In this respact she 1ls,
of course, under p misapprshension. In view of
the haavy demands on the German qunta, persons
smast awalt their turn on the waliting 118t - une-
leas thay have legal »raference status which an~
narently Dr, Vogl does not possess. In all vrabe
ability Dr. VYogl would have to walt in Uansda
sevorsl years at lesst befors a number would he-
oome avallable for the ilssuance to her of an im-
nigration wisa.

Pr. Yogl 1a, 1 sunpose, in this ~ountry on a
visitor's viasa. I am sure thet the Department of

¥ra, "ranklin D. Roosevelt,
The ¥hite liouse,
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Labor views cases such as this one with sympathy
and there 18 no reason to believe that she would
not be granted an extension of her present stay
1f she makee application to the Commissioner of
Immigration and Naturalization in the normal way.

With regard to the case of the Countess di
Nogarole I may say that the Countess has misin-
formed you when she told you that her husband 1s
on the staff of our Consulate in Venice at a
salary of $58 a month, According to our records
he 18 receiving a total compensation annually of
$1,540, or, roughly, $130 a month,

The Countesa' husband, ¥r, Meehan, 18 an
Amerioan citizen now gixty-three years of age
who, aceording to the reporte of the Consular
Inspector, 18 a very unsatisfactory employee and
should never have been nmglaﬁuﬂ in his present
oapacity. It appears that the Consul o ap—-
pointed him to the clerical position which he oo~
cuples appointed him out of pity because he wanm
told by Countess 41 Hogarole that unless employ-
ment vz found for him he would commit sulolde.
It ceema from the reports I have received that in
all likelihood he will have to be discharged be-
cause of his complete incapacity.

I think you should also know that in an In-
spection Report received sometime ago the Consul
General in making the report informed the
ment of State that Counteas di Nogsrole and her
husband, while they were conducting s school be-
fore the husband obtained his present position,
used your own Rame as that of a sponeor for the
school withou$ your authorization and also used
your name in varioue other connections with the
school that were lmproper.

I cannot help but feel that the Countess
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Pelleve me
Yours very simesrely,
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Harch 3, 1639 /

I should 1ike te lay before you, however,
the following considerationa;

Immtmnlumpmwm
uate stuldents is such more likely to ba §
ful than travel undertakem by undergraduate or
preparatory school students.

I think it 1s also olear that a year or
more of study im a T 1land muah
more understanding tham a brief visit.

Thus I think 1% seems advisable to en-
courage studsat travel along the lines of

Hrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White Houwme,
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earefully sslsoted groupsa, graduates as a rule
praferred to undergraduate or preparatory

school students, and so far as may be possible
to smphasise the desirabllity of at least a
yoor of study in one of the other Amerloan
Hwhutuu rather than a merely casual tourist
visit,

Balleve me

Youra very sinoserely,

U awWilJ
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April 12, 1939

Dear Eleanori

I have just received your letter of
April 11 asking 1if the Department can cbtaln
information concerning the wellbeing of
Mr. Kraus and Miss Munk whose addresses are
ziven as Vienna and Prague.

I am having instructions sent to the
aporopriate consular officlals immediately
and as soon as the information 18 glven the
Department I will write you again,

Helleve me

Yours very asincerely,

Mrs, Pranklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House,

Earervrs

el il N ala

AE TTAar §ano Ty o
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April 19, 1038

Doar Llesnori

.Lth peferenoe to your letter of Aprll 11,
I have received todey = telogrsm from our Con-
eul in Jsague o tie followlng ai'fact: Lottle
rant woll, wul deslires to Yeave ITague Wbere
she iz now roslalng,

In the nnae of Holwrat Ssifried Kraus, the
censul in Vienna states that he 1a 1iving at
sha adorens plven la your letter, he is well,
smA 1z in Procuent communication with nia daughe
ter, Lo%we iraus, wiose sudress is glven ae
60 west 715t Street, New York ULTY.

Lelieve ne

Yours very sincerely,

Sumner Wellem

Krs., Frankiin O, Aoosevelt,
The White iiouae,

360F .60F15/43
360.6£16/66

UigwiIJ
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gay 4, 1090

Dear Dleasnori

On Mareh 14 you weole to me with repgard
to the Intersst of Den Pocsevelt In the oose
of *ilhelm Outtsann in conncetion =1th the
dealrs of the lattsr to cbitein & viea for
entey into the thnitsd 2taltes,

an Angul a8 %o the status of ¥p, Gutl-
senn was scids imsedlatsly of our Coneul conerel
in Londen, snd for your information T am on-
aleni no:g'ernmmrmthnm
Asmarel dated April 17,

tnder the tarms of existing leglislation
the Oomsul Oenerzl has not been able te find
that Mp, Cuttasan snjoya & ferential status,
and oonsszuently ¥ fear that 1%t =111 be mcae
time before he onn abtain & viea under the
=arular owote. ¥You oan be surs, hows
aver, that the Consul ceneral will de every-
thing moselble to facilitate a eatlefastopy
solution of this onoe.

Pellsve ao

Youra very alnoerely,

Sumner felles

¥re, Pranklin 5. focsevelt,
The "hite House,

811.111 Guttmann, Wilhelm
U:aW: MW
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THE FOREION SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN CONBULATE GENERAL
London, England, April 17, 1939.

SUBJECT: Allien Visa Contrel: Wilhelm Out tmann.

THE HONORABLE
THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
WASHINOTON.

8IR:

T have the honor to refer to the Department's
memorandum instructlon of Mereh 23, 1939 (File 811.111
fiuttmenn, Wilhelm) enolosing a copy of a letter which
the Department had written to Mra. Roosevelt, who is
interested in the lmmigration oase of Mr. Wilhelm
Outtmann.

ur. Outtmann, who is presently reaslding at BOA
Lanercost Road, London, 5.%W.2, has Jjuat oalled at this
office for & dlsoussion of his cese. It appesrs that
Mr. Outtmsnn has been lecturing in law at the Univer-
sity of Genos, Italy for the acsdemle years 1936/37,
1937/38 during which time he perved ss msslstant to
Frofessor (lovannl Menara, member of the faowity of
that University, snd attended glrasens. His position
Auring that time oould, 1t la bellavaed, be Assoribed
as a "student nnpsistent®. Frior to that time he was &
praotising lewyer in Berlin. 6o far s oould be learned
he has naver been a professor within tha msaning of the

immigration laws, nor doea he hava an sngagament to
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teroh in the United Stales.

In viaw of the above Mr. Outtmann's case will be
taken up =8 moon a@ his turn ls reachsd undar the German
quota on the basls of his reglstration at the Amerlean
Gonsulete Ganersl in Neplea on September 19, 1938. OJur-
rently thes Consulnte Oeneral ils glving appolntments to
Germen guota spplioants who regletered in June 19738. It
osnnot be foresesn at this time how long it will be
bafore lr. Guttmann's turn will be resched.

Reapsotfully youra,

Dougles Jenkina
Congul Genaral

In Quadruplioate to the Department.
S1l.ll=Outtmann, Wilhelm
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 8, 1939

Dear Sumner:

Thank you so much for your report
in the case of Wilhelm Guttmann. I appre-
ciate the trouble you have taken to lecok into
this.

Very sincerely yours,

%M
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 22, 1933

b 'hb.“‘-
SECRETARY S‘;:\
Y

JUL 241939
M wEpL®

Daar Sumner:

I am enclosing this letter from
Constancia de la Mora and I wonder what
you think about thls question. Is it
possible to prepare for di scussion on 1%
at the meeting in Septerber?

Very sincerely yours,

Ll St



258 Kings Highway,
Westport, Connecticut,
July 17, 1839,

Mre, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Hyde Park, New York,

Dear Mra., Rooasevelt:

May I thank you again for the great kindness and
hospitality you showed me last Saturday? I hope we
d1d4 not overburden you, But I wae very anxlous that
Dr. Negrin should have another opportunity to see you
before he salled for France. As you have doubtleassly
noticed, he has a certain difficulty in expressing him-
self eaeily in English (he epesks German, Ruselan,
Hungsrian and Italian fluently!), besides, I am sure
he felt that Saturday was not an appropriate occasion
to tell you what our hopes for the future of the Spanish
refugees are and what 1t has been poselble to accomplish
so far., That is why he sent you his letter, as he finds
it easier to put thinge in writling.

Do you think there is some possibility of the Presi-
dent's Advisory Committee on Refugees taking up the ques-
tion of the Spanieh exiles, or of another similar commit=
tee being formed to deal only with the Spanish question?

Please forgive me for oputting thie question so blunt-
1y, but I am sure that some constructive plan could be
worked out with the help of such a committee; a plan both
to raise money and to use the Spaniards arriving in the
new world to foster the democratic policles of the United
States in Latin and South America. We should not forget
that many of our exiles are men of the greatest preatige
in all Spanish speaking countries, Thelr words and writ-
inge carry great weight; but they must be given the op-
portunity to establish themeselves in their new surround-
ings.

It will esurely interest you to know that our Catholie
writer José Bergamin (now in Mexico City, heading a group
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of Spanish intellectual exiles who plan to start a pub-
1ishing house) has already started giving a geries of
lectures on the great Spanish literary figures: Unamuno,
@Garcia Loreca, Machado, etc. The first lecture wae only
attended by anti-Fascist intellectuals but the last one
was sold out, Everyone in the cultural world of Mexleco,
reactlonary or eral, was present. To me, this 1a a
most significant thing, and very indicative of the way
we can use our people, both to gpounteract the Nazl and
Fascist penetration, disguleed in Spanish "Imperial®
language - the kind of language the Phalangists have
now copied from Mussolinl - and to keep the real tradi-
tion of Spanish culture alive, For the tradition of
our culture is essentially democratic!

Excuse me for writing such a long letter, I do
not think I will leave this country for the time belng;
in fact, I even have hopes that my husband might Join
me here later this summer.

May I thank you once more for your warm and gracious

hospitality, and may I tell you that the interest you
take in my country and my people fills me with hope and
gratitude,

Sincerely,

CONSTANCIA DE LA MORA



THE WHITE HOUSE
- WASHINGTOMN

Septarber 6, 193

liy dear Sumners:

This is a letter in answer to one from a Germam
woman with whom I wemt to school in England and whoss
husband wes in comsand on the western front in 1914.
3he bas been pro-Nazi snd I had a letter from her the
other day appealing for sympathy for Germany. She is,
however, very religious and I have written her what
I honestly believe.

I ave left the letter open in case you vant
to read it. I don't dare mail it direct for fear
it would gmet her into troublse, but I thought it might
be delivered through our represemtatives in Berlin,
without making her conspicuous. If you think it is
wise not to send it, just tear it up.

Cordially yours,

Tl Vit



September 11, 1939

Dear Elsanor:

I greatly apprecliate your kindness in giving
me the opportunity of reading the letter which
you propose sending to a friend in Germany and
which was transmitted with your letter to me of
September sixth.

Since you have given me the opportunity, I
think I should give you very ny beat
judgment which is that I do not think 1t would

be wise for you to send this letter. It is very
possible, indeed, probable that your letter
would go't into the hands cf officlals of the
present German Government and Af 1t 414, I am

P erald thet unwarranted use might be msde of it.
Also, the very feot that you are writing a letter
of this kind to a German friend might prove,
under the conditions which exist in Germany, %o
be harmful to her. Oonsequently, thoroughly as

I share the opinions set forth in your letter,

I believe it would be more expedient for you

not to send 1%,

Believe me
Yours very sincerely,
Enclosure,

Mrs., Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House.

U:8W:IJ
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINOTON

Septenber 11, 10390

REVARY OF 7
i .e_:;'&‘

ot
¥ sep 161939

MR, wELUE

Dear Sumner:
Thank you gs much for
what you are dning to haln

Dr. Vera Lachmann.

Very sincersly yours,
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foveaber 17, 1848

iear leanorl

In view of Yhe sowing lotter wiled
‘los Ersue nas erittea %o vou, 1 hive =amn
shat @ sonPoprlate leSter has been srliian
20 sar omswl Jeneral s Vheans, Wr. Norrls,
iaking Mim %o 4e %Thal i hds aarsanal
sapaelify he acRes & dlsersst ingulry late
tan vheresdouts ami walfare of the purenls
af Mee Lraws asd Sransalts tc us s lo-
formation avalletle., 96 #1111 do thle julte
nersonally sad umelfiolally ol i1l cunvaey
tha results of his tmsulry o G, snu L8
soom se I hear Twom ha 1 ahall Be very glod
+5 heve the lafersstion svallable conveyed
to yaw for trensslssion %o ¥iss Ersun.

In the meantlss you aay ~lahk te tell
¥lse Eraus thet wa are ondesvoring o rcodurs
come informntion eomeewmlng hep noronie
whieh »4111 be forwurded to her «§ 900 &6
cpeeibla, tut that thsre =111 undoubtedly ce
pome Aplny se the walle are o blt slow.

Gelievs as

Youry vary slncerely,

gllLE

Sumnes "

ne=. Fesaklin O. ‘wossvelt,
Thw *hite Houwan,

UiswWimw
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