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Maorris 5. Lozaron
14 Modison Arsiss
Bzl s, Marghamd

April 28, 1940

Dear ¥r. Welles:

I am snclosing copy of letter whlch speaks for
i{tself. I shall be gled ta have your comzant
on it.

I wonder if you ever xnew Hugh Bircihead. He
wag Rector of Emmaruel Protegtant Eplacopal
Church hers end one of my most intlmate friends.
You may bave snown him when he lived in Hew
iork whers, for a few years, he wus Hector &t
St. George's. Most peopls congidered that he
hed an imperturbeble and most cold front which
he pever let down, Xou have that repgutation
tool But I felt with you yesterds, as I alwys
felt ebout Hugh Birckhesd: the waymth, the
sincerity, the profound fesling urderneath 1t
511 and so well controlled. I want to thank
you for giving me thet much, not anly of your
friendly regard but of an inslght inta the

real man.

The Honorable Sumner H. Welles,
Under Secretary ol State,
Weshington, D. C.
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April 8, lM0

Mr. Jases N, Rosenberg
185 brosdway
fes lore Cliy

Derr Jim

[ understand that you are lntsrcated Lin & proposal ta bring together
sere Tegregentstive Jews from Latio iserlca, 1 understand furi.er
that the purposs of such B sesting would be to ptimulste core lntarest
aming ur fellow Jews Lo Latlo deerica; awsien within them & sense af
thelr responelbility to the needs abroad and svoks fTom Lhem & mOTE
substantinl seasure »f [loapcial support lm our rellef, lmaigmailon
ap racomstruction jrogrem, That certalnly pesss to be & sta; im L
ri ht directlon. I teke i%, of courss, thet Feul Baercald ard sur
Jaint Distribution Cosmiitee group are discuseing Lhe propocel. Nean—
w-ila 1 should llks to oifer an esphasls which 1 trust you will deem
{mportast emough to bear Lo sind.

I. Anything that cam be done Lo eifect the sbove purposss end
brosden the bage {ros wilch we cau gather funds for rellel
piould be dons.

1I. I suggest, bowever, that you consider Lhe wipdoa of calling
Lagether only Jewlsh representatives. The raliel snd refugee
probiem is ¢ general problen.

I1I. Wouid Lt oot ba =sll to heve auch = conf~rence loclude
Christien groupgs ss well? This willa

1, mhie & greater appeal snd heve & grester chanos af
guceoss in latin America;

§, stisulate more Lntercst asomg Christisn grougs here,
1, 1: Setter statessanshlp

i. bring o bear move yorarful influsnces in Latin
lserics [or & sore gevsrove lasigratlon polley
than Lf Jess do Lt alone;

5, taks Lhe winds out of the sslle of tiose who are
looking for anti-Bemitlie amsunltlon snc ths very
foct toat Jaw and Onrlstien are warking togetber
s 8 coweon project wii. dlsslpois %o some extent
the sptl-Semitic sovements in Latin Ascrles.

1v. It ic probable thal such & conferznes could be sus-oned By
the Precldent under Lhe susplces o! Lhe existing Fresident’s
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Br, Jemep ¥, ‘osevberg 9 %

Commiites on Aefugees ms s bubsidiery growp iawolving only
the Amsricas. Such ajomsorphly wiuld glve Lt zore stacding
than Lf celled by us alroe.

'l If called b: J!-l llﬂﬂ. J."J.C-. iﬂﬂld bear inp mind:

1. Nsbum Goldmann recently =sde & swing mround South
Azerica. He gesms to howe beon fairly suocessful,
Hosever, the smounts gatiered are Lo be dlvided,
according to publishsd reports, dne=hall %o the
Lionist Organisetion of Americe ard ove-iml! to
tie World Jewish Congreass.

£, Can jou be gure that im such & confe=rence J.D.C.
would mot be & tail to the nationalist kita?

:. Hezember in having uny deallngs with the Jawlagh
rationailstes you are negoti:ting with peopls who
will not besitate to edopt eny subterfuge or
front in order, directly or imdircetly, to promote
tialr alms,

4, A ppecifically Jewish confersucs =ey have delater-
loue effects on Latin Aserican apinion snd sake
the wark of fleding hoses mot sesler t'ﬁardfr.

V1. 4 tle-up with the Congress groip or an exclusive Jemish
gathering, ln the very psture of things, could wot be
sponsored by the President's Committee.

I recogoise that st preseat and perbags for a conslderable time we Jewns
have to and shall meie intensive collections LW weet Jewish need, I
recognize tos tuat there sre aars Jews than otiers sho will Be [oreed

to enlgrate. This does not alter the fact that Lhe problem is a human
problem; that we must sake eveiry sfforl to resove Lie lmjresslon that
anything can be dome at will to Jews and thot Jews will bel; thempelves.
1 zes no reagon by the canons of Justice why Jews should be dealt with
as & specific minority, why sore of them shoulo be [orced to sove [rom
the lande wbere they have lived lor cepturies tias sll other pesple. I
want to drive that home to the comspcdousoess of Lhe worid. FKeturally, -e
muzt do all we can because ol the reslities of the sltuation, Dut we say
not lose any opportunit; to bring the larger Medl to the atiention of tie
yeaplas,

Fipally, I believe a joint conforsncs s;onsored by Lhe governsants
invalved and called under the auspices of the Fresldent's Comuittes
will it in =ith the Administratlon's program of doepsning the consclzus-
nens of fdentity of luterests among the peaples of thls healsphere,
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I bave hevitated t> wiite one who hes been so signally successiul ss
you in the carrying tirough of the Santo Domlngo project, one wio
ipows 30 much more sbout it and 1s 8o such wiser than I, And yet I
believe that the yoints wade in this letter sre not only lmjortast
but deperve the most earnest considerstion of our group.

As always, with affectlonste rogard,

Fultofully yours,

Worris 5, Lazarou,.
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r April 27, 1040

My dear Dr, Lazaroni

Hy very cordlsl thanks to you for your
letter of April 28. I deeply appreclate 1%.
I knew Mugh Birckhead from the time whem I
wal a small boy at school where he served for

cne year as an asslstant chaplain before going
to Baltimore.

I read with a great deal of interest
ths o of your letter to Mr, Rosenberg. I
think the points mafle in your letter are ex-
eeedingly well founded and should, of course,
be takem into full consideration.by those who

are considering taking the initiative in the
proposedl meetling.

With the hope that I may ses:you soon,
again, belleve me

Yours very slneerely,

Dr. Morris B, Laaron,
1914 Madison Avenus,
Baltimore, Maryland,
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1.135AGE TELSPHOMNED BY DR. LAZARON TOR
VR. TELLIS' INTORLATION, May 2,
1940,

"You will make no mistake in appointing Dr. F A
Dr. ¥ 's activities are primarily those of a scholar
rather then a leader. His constituency is thezrefore limited.
In that eanacity, however, he is hizhly regarded. He is
desply relirious. He will have the unenthusiastic coopera-
tion of all groups. At the same time, the appointment will
be recosnized by non-Jews as well as Jews as a compromise ap-
pointment, with a corresponding minimization of this appoint-
ment. Fe has not the parsllel standinsz of Buttricl:, to szy
nothing of the Catholic appointment. I had hoped, if an an-
pointient lust bte made, for a truly renresentative Ameriean
Jew, a 1an li'e Dr. Goldenson of Temple Znanuel, New York City,
wit™ ¢ zcura of the old world attachir- "¢ him - one who could
staend up in an assembly and be recocrni. @ Yy his fellows as
thoroushly imerican, «itl :¢ 3sise of distance. The appoint-
ment of Toldenson would strengthen those influences in ‘rerican
Jewish life which are attempting to mitigate the factors that
still bind many luerican Jews sentimentally to Zuropesn ties,
those influences which are working for complete integration

into ‘merican lifs. Cn the other hand, I assure you I an
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cognizant of the pressures and urgencies which from the
point of view of the Administration must be taken into con-
sideration.

n\gain, let me say, you will make no mistake in appoint-
ing Dr. F ; but the appointment will do nothing to
enhance the importance of the President's plan in the eyes
o® either the Jewish or the general community.

mraturally, this statenent is intimete and confidential.”

&b 8.




Morris S. Lazaren
- 18914 Madison Avenue
Ballimove, Marglond
May 7, 1240

Dear Mr, Welles:

You may be interested in this address
which I gave last Saturday night at the
concluding session of the Conference on
International Relstions at the Hopkins
University. It was well received.

With kind regards,

Cordielly yours,

[/m:kf [%MJZ‘J\H

The Hon., Sumner H. Welles,
Under Secretary of Steate,
Washington, D. C.
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THE KIND OF WORLD WE WANT

Address of Rabbl Morris 8., Lasaron concluding the
Conference on International Relatlons

_held st Johns Hopking Univeraity, Ceturday, May 4th, 1940

For the last twenty-{our houra you bhave been listening to learned and authorita-
tive discusslons of "The World We liave", I have been ssied and I deeply appreciate
the compliment, in the circumgtances, to sddress myself to the theme, "The World We
¥ant®, There would surely seem to have been some lapse on the part of those who
arranged the program, Even iLhe moet egregious egolst cannot have completely isolated
himself intellectually or emotlonally from things as they are, though it is abundantly
helpful even to the well-informed to llsten to the brilliant analyses of specialiste
in history and Interpational relations, However, consider what I am asked ta do., I
must describe the world we want. That means I must speak not only for Mr. Chazberlain
und M. Reynaud, but for Hitler, Stelln and Mugsolini as vellj indeed, I must speai
for Mr, Roopevelt and Mr, Dewey; and, with more local application, for Mr, Radcliffe
and Mr, Bruce; for the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, the Holy See
and the Central Conference of American fasbig., Considering the fact that my-authority
is guestioned in my own group - slbeit, I am convinced, most unwiselyl! How then can
I be axpected to give adeguate description of the world we want which shall at the
the seme time satiafy all partles concerned. Even though I were endowed with the
wisdom of Melancthor, the grace of Chesterfield, the intuttion of Bergsom, the
sophistication of Casanova, the tongue of Dezcethene: end the power of a Diesal engine,
I know I shall fall far short of sétlsfying elther you or myself{, And so I :hall
ettempt not to satlsly but rather to face up to the challenge jou bhave given me.

This much I would venture to sug.est: until we see through the mists of
¢;ropagande to what le really at stake, until we are prepared to thin« straight and
talk frapkly, until we appraise objectively and feel keenly the resulis of that
appralsal, there is little likelihood that #e shall kmow what sort of world we want
and lese likelihood that we shall get it.

From the day when man began to think critically, he has given himselfl to a
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consideration of how to change things as they are and fasbion them to it hla dream
of how they should be, Isaish &nd Jesus, as they trod the anclent Falestinlan hills
centuries mgo, kindled {ires of asplration for & ju:t and humane social orcer wnich
have never been guenched, Ifrom Plato to More, Bellamy, Streit, Wells and Bingham,
the age—old qu:st hes lifted huzan spirits to deathless hope in the poseibilities of
human existence on this earth., Me are in that tradition, the traditiom of all that
18 noblest in our civilization, Men havs dlec for it; men are dying for Lt tonight,
¥g are the last links in that tradition, It shall rot die with us.

The world is facipg a strange, corrupting and terrible force. In & remarkable
book, "The War Agalnst the WestW, by Aurel Koluai, yublished in 1938, the suthor
pressnts the beckgrounds and philosophy and program of Totalitarisnisa. In the
introduction to the volume, Wickham Steed describes totalitarianism ss "a coneclous
and deliberete revolt of Germanism against the [reedom of the numan personality
slixe in its religious, social and political forms." Carlton J. H, Hayes, distinguishe:
nistorian mt Columbis, summerises the contemporary challenge in & peper glven last
Bovember before the American Philosophical Society - "The Nowelty of Totalitarianise
in the History of Westerm Civilization™t "It ls & revolt agsinst the moderation end
groportion of classical Gresce, againet the order and legallity of ancient Hoce,
against the righteousness and justice of the Jewish rophets, sgainst the charity
and mercy and perce of Christ... against th. enlightenment, the reason and the
humanitarianism of the eightesnth century, sgeinst the liberal democracy of the
nineteenth century, It repudistes all these major cinstituenis of our historie
elvilization and wers to the death on any group that retains aff{ectionate memory of
them. In Russia, Christians and, in Gercany, Jews are first §otten rid of. Presently
it will be the turn of Christians in Oermany end Jews in Fussia, for 1f you are to
ereze the most constant memory of the Bestern mind you bave to destroy Judaeo-

Christianity both in its roots and in its flowers. Backwsrd to prim tive barbariss

or »amard to conscienceless utopia, that seems to be the cholce of goals of the

great contemporary revolt.” If anyone is led to question these appraisals, it might
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be well to mote that Rauschning's recent volume, "The Viice of Destruction®, is mot
only Listory but prophecy and fullillment,

Last year & popular song caught the public fancy, "Wishing Will Muke It 80",
Tue haunting, sinuous melody of the plece peemed to anecsthetise the ratlonal laculty
and 147t it to that reals of fantasy where Lotus eaters dwell., When I was & lad I
was teught that "if wishes were horses then beg,ars would ride". e sesm to be
attacked today by troops of cavalry riding their wish-steed of lsolitlon. Britaln
rode these steeds of Areby im 1381 to Manmchukuo. She rode thez to Burgos. She rode
Lhem to Munich., They have led to Oslo and Irondjheim tods;. Tomorrow the peth may
lend to Sues an! Gibraltar,

This does not mean that I 'u:gt our entrance into wer. It does mean m gearching
inquiry into the efiects of lsolstion. It does mean fecing tue uestlon: cin we
remain untouched by this titenic struggle? It does mean sccepting the posaibility of
German victory. It means particularly for us & soratorlum on cheap tricks for
colitical ddvantage in an election yeer. Would a totalltarian victory bring us the
world we want?

I do not believe this is Just a war between two imperialisas, I belleve they
who say $o are blandly naive. They are the unwitting or conaclous agents of those to
whose advant.ge it is that we should live in & [ool's paredige. For myeelf, I canrot
view with complacency the reduction to ilmjotence of the British and French peoples.
The quality of life they represent is my way of life,

Those grest jeoples and empires would be the firsi to declars that Lhey nave
failed to realise all the profussions of their high principles. bBut I agree with
Lord Halifax who said in an address twa monthe agoir "The broad record of the Britlish
race stands to be judged on facts that are incontestable. It ic the fect thet durlng
the ninsteenth century when the power of Britaln was unchallenged, tiers was no
nation in Europe tbat felt for that reason losecure or taat did not recognlre ur
sower to be an instrument of jesce., The fulure of husanity sust not be left in the

hands of those who wo ld imprison and enslave it."
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Though I respect their convictlons and would defend their right to wvolce them,
I am not & pacifist. When evil invokes force to achlave its sims, it 1s only by
force that 1t can be overcoce. Every experisnce of thé last ten yuars testifies to
that truth, To fmil to use such powsrs ms we possess in such a strugyle ils to doom
to destruction the most cherished ideals of our civillzation,

If there iz & community of interest azong the dictators, certalnly there iz a
community of interest asong the democracies. FPerhajps the time has come for us to state
rot vaguely but clesrly, unsdstakesbly as some on the other side have stated it1 e
iers in Auerics ey be AABXBSEEPSFEAb but we sre not meutral, We ere resolved mot to
g7 to war unless we are forced by our vital intereste to do so. But we glve fair
warning thot se view the defeat of the democracles and thelr way of life, wilch ls our
wey of life, with the deepeast concern. We siall meanwhils give them every aid sbort
of war end this phrase lz to be taken in ite literal and direct meaning.

We know the sort of wo-1d e totalitar.an victory would bring. We know that 1%
is rot the kind of world we want, We should mot be iree in such a world., OJur
sconomy would be undermlned in ite contest with autocratic systems; every citisen
wiuld feel the offect of markets siut agminst sur goodaj our standards of living would
be lowered; we should have to fight for our very existence, a marching militarlism tnat
would force us t3 spend =more and more for defense, exhaust'!ng sur uature]l resources.
Meanwhila we should be fighting the enemies sutzide and inside who would sow seeds of
dlssensisn among us, divide us agalnst each other to betry and destroy us. These
#re not ikm halluclnatls s, We have peen these thinge with our eyes &nd in these
iays, W gnow what & Masi-Fascist- Communist pezce would be and rhat kind of a
world it ofiers.

Contrast this with the kind of ;eace we seek and the world we want. We want a
pesce and a world whichk respects the sanctity of individual end mailon snd which create
ingtrumsntalities to msintain that respect. We want the xind of a world wiich offers

to the lndividuals civil and politiocal rights without regard to race, cresd or calorj



PEPROOUCED FAOM HOLDSNGS AT THE FRAMGI O ACOTIVELY LIRARY

economic security - that is, the resoval of the threat of unezployment, an lncress-
ing weasure of leisure and education and opportuidty for its enjoyment) [reedom of
consclence end rellglon, We want that world not for ourselves alone but for the
Germen and Itelien ard the Russiam peoples too., We want that iind of a world which
;ilers to boe nationt integrity of its boundariesj its politieal, ecouomlc and
culturel independence - these to be psrantred by acknowledgmeut of lotermstional
law, recognlzed sud scc-phed in the political and econonlc flelds and implemented
ty a league o. free peoples, We wunt thie kind of a world not for ourselves and the
dewocrucies aline, but for the Gernan, Italian and Russian peoples as well., We want
the anly -ind of & world in which peece will endure, & world which accepts justlce and
coepassion ag spiritual values tiat lle al the heart of life, because we believe that
"the wor. of righteousness is pesce and the effect of righteousness, gulet ard
confidence forever."

But we shall have to wor. for that world and sacrifice for it. It will not
come to us az o gift.

from s grave somewh.ore in stricken Scardinevia there comes & volce long since
dead. It iz the wilce of Henrlk Ibgen, The burden of hie philosophy in a dozen
slays wuet we ere all of us guilty of complieity in the sins of soeciety. Perhags you
will recesber 5ig eor's words in Richerd Wright's gripping novei, "The lative Sin"i
"] Gidn't know I sm: really slive in this world until I felt thlngs herd emough to kill
far thes," This poor megro murderer was the vietim of pressures which an environment
that did oot understand visited upon him. BSociety, with its bans, iaboos, discrimina-
tisns hed dullec him and made 'im less t'an & man, He was a driven animal. He is
but the sysbol of millions of the poor, the disinherited in our country and in all
the nations of earth.

Let us in our America bewars, Man's inhumanity to man does more & .an mAKe

eountless thousands mourn. It createe wars and revolutlons. shall va, ln fear of
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the recentment of the underprivileged, seex to _ut down their dreams of [reedom
by foree? Ehall »e turn to totalitarianism? Ie that the world we want?

Can we not hear what the masses of Germany and Rugsis &nd Italty are trying
t> say to us? Behind the rythmic tread of the legiouns of brutality is the longing
of zen for freedom, to stretch thelr arms sgainet the sky. Let one clear, suthentlc
voice be lifted in the world today, a far keen call to lead men and natlons to that
destiny of which they have dreamed.

Then not through death and war shall men come to know that tioey really live

but as they build the good soclety.
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Morris 5. Lazaron
1914 Madison Avenus
Baltimore, Maryland

July 1, 1940

My dear friend:

I forgot to enclose this letter from
James Rosenberg. When you have
glanced at it, I shell be greteful if
you will return it.

Fajthfully,

liwn, S QPW

The Hon, Sumner H. Welles
Under Secretary of State
Washington, D. C.
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JAMES N. ROSENBERG
155 BRCADWAY
NEW YORK

June 27, 1940

Robbl Morris 8. Lszaron
1914 Medison Avenue
Baltlmore, Maryland
Dear Morris:

Thanke for yours of the 00th.

The Pan-American Jewleh Conference ldea strikes
me 88 terrible, and I em writing the American Jewish
Committee, esking them what they are going to do about
it.

iAs to the Venezuela matter, I asgree with you --
let'e let it ride.

Youre sincerely,

JIM



July °, 1940,

My dear Nr. Lazarron

Thank you for your kindness in eending
we wiilh your letter of July 1 the letter
semt to you on June 7 by Mr. Jamee Posen-
Lerg. 1 sm resurning it tc you herewlith
6e you requested.

You may be interested to knov thet a
few days ago ! had a letter from Rabbl
“ise saking ny °frerk cpinion" with remard
1o the Ssslirsbility of peetponlng the pro-
posed Pan Amsricen Jewish Conference. I
repliel lazediately saying thet in my opin-
ifon it would be highly expedient to post-
sone the proposed conf:rence for an lndef-
inite period.

With my kindest regarde, belleve me

Youre very elnoerely,

Dr. Horrie . Lazaron,
. 1914 Madiaeon Avenue,
Baltimore, Maryland.
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