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January 17, 1941

Dear Zleanor:

' I have been go very thoroughly into the qies=-
tions ralsed in your letter of January 13 and in our
telephons conversation the other day.

Norman Davis tells me that the Fresident has in-
formed him that Red Cross ships under the American flag
which are taking food to Spain and to unoccupled France
should not hrl.ng back refugees to this country. As you
know t:intlngn:- would make such a step impossible

1 gather what the President told Norman that
he does not consider it expedient at this time to ask
the Congreas for specific legislation to authorize such
action on the part of the Red Cross.

We have made and we are continuing to make frequent
representations to the Spanish Covernment in bebalf of
clemency for political prisoners. I feel also that this
objective can be advanced through representations to the
French Government conserning the Spanish political pris-
oners still in uncocupled France. 5o far as I am in-
formed, however, all of the S ish political priscners
that have been sent to Spain France have been sent
by Oerman authorities in occupled France.

Belleve me

Yours very sincerely,

Mrs. Roosevelt,
The White House.

U:3W:DME
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May 7, 1940

My dear Eleanor:

I received this morning your letter of May € en-
olosing a letter addressed to you by Mr, Joseph Oadden
under date of May 2 with regard to the case of young
Franoisoo Robles,

For your information I am enolosing ocoples of oor-
respondence which I have had with regard to this oase
during the course of the past year with Dr. Esther J.
Crooks of Goucher College and with Ambassador Weddell.
As you will see, everything has been done whigch is hu-
manly possible to try to asslst this unfortunate boy,
and you will further see that as a result of these of-
forts, he was granted a reprieve from the desath sen-
tence imposed uvon him and there 1s now some probability
that he may be included in a general amnesty at some
time in the not distant future which should release him
from prison and enable him eventually %o return to this
gountry. What Mr., Cadden deliberately refrains from
making clear to you in his letter and in the memorandum
attached to his letter is the faot that young Franciseo
Robles has been sentenced by a Spanish tribunal in ae-
gordance with existing Bpanish law and is now in prison,
Clearly, so long as he remains in prisom, there is no
poseibility of granting him a visa to ocome to this ooun-
try. I think you will agree that because of existing
conditions in Spain if any official intervention on the
part of this Government on behalf of a Spanish cltizen
sentenoed by a Spanish tribunal is made publie, the of-
feot in Bpain will be exactly the oontrary to what the
boy's friends in this country desire. Ambassador Wead-
dell's oconfidential and personal efforts have so far
been sucoessful in saving the boy from a death sentence
and I would strongly suggest that nothing further be

Mrs, FPranklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House.
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done until after the Asbassador returns to Madrid when

I hope he may again be supcessful in getting oertain in-
fluential peocple in the Spanish Government to arrange
for the boy's inoclusion in an amnesty.

Balleve me
Yours very sinosrely,

U:8W; DME




Januery 9, 1040

Dear Eleanor:

I received this morning your letter of January 8,
with which you enolosed the letter sent to yom under
date of Degember 16 by the Duchess of Atholl., The situ-
atlon set forth in her letter is desply dlstressing,
and I shall naturally want to do anythinr that I oan
to be helpful, I am sending a copy of the Duchess'
lettar to Ambassador Weddell asking him to let me know
{amediately what his ideas are as to the suzxeetliona
that eould appropriately be msde by thie Government
a8 *o the solution of the problea,

of course, it ia unnecessary for me to say that
it is not easy for us, in view of our present relation=
ehip with the exieting Spanish Oovernment, to make any
representatione even of a brord humanitarian character
with regard to the treatment given by the Spanish
authorities to nationale who are not American oitizens.
The situstion 1s made all the more diffiecult by resson
of the faot that we ati1ll have a small number of Am~rican

Mre, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White Houne.

11043y JO Ssayong ad
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oitizens in prison in Spain =nd, notwithatanding the
assurances given to Ambassador ¥addell by General Franco
sarly last summer that the remaining American oltizene
#t111l imprisoned in Spain would be imaedlately releared,
repeated snd emphatic representationa by us have so far
been fruitless in obtaining their release, The reason
given by the Spanish Covernment for 1te fallure to release
our oitizens is that the individuale still retained in
oustody, unlike the American oitizens relessed last spring,
are under indiotment in the Spanish courts and cannot be
get at 1iberty until they have come up for trial.

However, notwithatanding these difficulties, which
I am sure you will understand are material, we will try
and do sverythine we can to solve the nroblea,

Selleve me

Yours very aincerely,

Sumpar Welles

b f].-:--k.{h. _..i:.t.ﬁ-"l-.. L‘.-i.“-‘
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The White House
Weashinston

Jan. 8, 1940

Dear Sumner:

I hope that you will
be able to do somethinz about this.

Sincerely,

E.R.
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NATIONAL JOINT COMMITTEE FOR SPANISH RELIEF
Chalrman: The Duchesg of Atholl

Eastwood
Dunkeld
Scotland

Dear Mrs. Rocevelt:

Will you forgive me if I write to vou on a matter
of great concern to a committee of which I am chairman,
which did a good deal of rellef work for the women and
children of Republican Spain during the Spanish war, and
which in the last ten monthe has been dolng whet 1t can
to help Spaniash refugees both in France and in Eritain?

e are very concerned at the continued imorisonment
of members of the Internstional Erlgade at Eurgos,-
Germans, Austrians, Czechs and Poles, who dare not return
to thelr respective countries. I enclose a memorandum
which summarizes their case and chows the stens taken
by our Government on thelr behalf before the outbreak of
the nregent war. You wlll understand how imnossible 1t
le for our Government to do anythlng now. We hove tried
to vet the Swedish Forelgn Office to intercede, but with-
out succese.

In these circumstances, will you forglve me if I acek
if you think yvour Government could poseibly intervene with
the Spanlsh Government on behalf of theese unfortunate men,
and could they pogslbly be admitted to the Unlted States?
Our Committee hre obtained an assuramce from Sir Herbert
Emerson, High Commirsioner of the Intern~tional Red Cross
at Geneva, that if the Spanlsh Government release the men,
they would be prepared to make the technlecal arrangements
for receiving them after their release snd arranging
for thelr transnort to whatever country hnadé aecreed %o re-
celve them. The Red Croes are not, however, I fear, ready
to m=et the cost of thias.

I ehould add that we have heard from a releassed
Eritish Intern=tional Erigade orisoner from the same prison
that the condltions in the prison were very bad. And a
certain number of Germans have been actually derorted thence
to Fermany. The e 1s resl Tear, therefore, that the
nrlsoners, or some of them, may be sent back there unless
some powerful Influence 18 exerted on thelr behalf. We
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btelieve that there are about four hundred men still
imprisoned.

The Spanisgh war hae been resnonasible for terrible
guffering, but it seems to us that the plight of these
noor fellows, nrisoners in a foreipgn country and knowing

that a certain death awalts them 1f they return to thelr
own, is the most pitiable of all, nnd therefore I wventure
to anpeal to vou to do what you can.

Yours alincerely,

FATHARTNT ATHOLL

Perhaps the North American Committee for Ald to Spanish
Demoeracy might be able to give some help in the cost of
transnorting these men if released? T ¥now they are in-
terested in the Internctional Erigads,

Mra. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White Houge.



There are still imprisoned at Burgoe, =ix months
after the end of the Spanish Civil War, many men who .
served in the republican International Brigade. Of these
03 are Germans or Austriane: There are also some Czechs
and Poles, None of these men Aare return to their own
country: they would be 1iatle to the death nenalty.
The Amcrican, Eritieh &and #rench prisoners who were in the
game case have alrendy been released,.

The Natlonel Joint Committee, with the asslstance
of the Foreign O7flce, endeavoured before the outbreak
of war to secure the release of these prisonersa, but
without sueccers, 1t had a nromise from the Eritish
government that their entry into Sngland would be por=
mi*ted. Thie undertaking hoa now lapsed, since & general
declsion has come into force, since the war, to refuee
entry to any Germans oOr Auestrlans.,

In these circumstances 1t 1 evident thrt only a
neutral Porer can now help these unfortunate men. The
State Department recsntly agbtained from Ceneral Tranco
the pelea=e of some nrisoners from the Lincoln Erigade,
who were captured at the same time. mould 1t be will=-
ine, on grounds of humanity, to intervene with Ceneral
Franco on behalf of these atate-leae Suropeans, “who
wnve no friends or nrotectors who nan sneak for them?

we hear on pood suthority that general Franco hig
sald that he is willing to release theee nrisoners, if
any country will recelve them.

They probably ecould not enter the Tnited 3tates
under the nuota system. Could the State Departient over-
come this dlfficulty?

The war has apruptly ended all noseibility of help
by any Britieh orcaniestlon, for Tinanclasl &8 well &aa
dinlomatic repsons, Unless America will help them,
they will remain in prieon {ncefinitely. The Germans
and Austrians are all political refucees, who jolned
tha EBrigade from idealietic motives., They have a atrong
eladm on all who uphold the cause of democrecy.

H. N. EI‘HilFfGrﬂ "

o7th November 1939.
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January 7, 1941

Daar Eleanori

1 nave received your letter of Decem-
ber ®1 in whieh you sak whether, out of Oov-
ernment funds, some of the expenses of mov-
ing 3penith refugees in Frenoh ahips might
be undertaxen by tnls Jovernment.

The Uepartsent of 3tate has no funde
under its jurisdiotion which eould legally
be used for tals purpose.

The feeling of 3ecretsary 'ull and of my-
self is that it =would be unwvise for sny Gov-
srnmeat funds to be utilized for this purposs
unless the Congress had spaoifieally aprropri-
ated suoh funds with the full knowledge that
they wera to be ueed to pey for the transpor=-
tation of mliens. In other words, in our
Judgeent if the Presllent determines that
this step shculd be undertaken by this Oov-
ernmeat, the Congress ocught to bs reguested
to provide a speoific apprepriation for this
use.

Belleve me

Yours very sincerely,

Nra. Roosevelt,
The ¥White House.

UiSwW: IME
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

January 7, 1941

=
lr. Welles:

Unless I misunderstood him, the
secretary's feelinz on the attached
{s that expendltures of Government funds
for this purpose should be made only ir
congzress had speciflcally appropriasted
such funds with the full knowledge that
they were to De used to pay for the trans=

portation of aliens.

CWG
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE UNDER SECRETARY

January 3, 1941

=]
The Secretary:

Please let me have your judg-
ment ae to the suggestlion contained
in the second paragraph of Mre.

Roosevelt's letter.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

December 31, 1540

My dear Sumner;

Thank you very much for your
letter of December 21 giving me the informa-
tion about the Spanish refugees in France.

I wonder if, ocut of govermment
funds, some of the expense of moving these

people in French ships might be undertaken
by us?

Very sincerely yours,

S S
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January 12, 1940
Lepsonal

Dear Elpanor:

A3 & result of cur talk the cther evening regarding
the oonditlon of Spenish refugees in France, I sent an
inetruction with the President's suthorizestion to Bill
Bullitit reguesting thot he obteln the approvel of the
French Government for en officisl of the Americen Embasey
in Ferie to uake an inspectiocn of the conditien of the
gpanish refugees ln France,

I heve %today received a reply from our Enbasey in
Parip of w) ‘oh I sm enclosing a paraphrese for your in-
formetion, when we get a further reporit, I shall be glad
to send it to you at onoa.

Belleve me

Yours very sincerely,

Enclosura:
Paraphrase of No. 82,
Jeanuary 11, 8 p.m.,
from Paris,

Mra, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House.
U:8W:1J
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM
Fromt Amerloan Embassy, Paris
Dated: January 11, 1840,

In an informal discussion this afterncon, the Chief
of the European Seotion of the Foreign Office sald that
ne saw no objeotion in principle to the proposal con-
talned in the Department's telegram of January 10. With
a view to obtaining an early reply, he will take the
question up at onoe with nle superiors and through them
with “he Kinletry of the Interior, The Frenoh Aubassador
in washington, he =2ald, had telegreplied about the per-
sistent reporte of an unfavorable natwre in the United
dtates, and he was sure that tnle opportunity to put an
end to shem would ba welcowsd Ly the coupetent authorities
hera,

We ware told that at the cutbreak of the war only
160,000 wen and 100,000 wuwen and children, of the 500,000
refugees originally received in France, were still in
France, On December 25 only 28,000 of this number re-
mained in refugee cemps, 77,000 men had been integrated
into Franch industry and labor troops from the beginning
of the war until the 25th of Degember. In addition a
conaiderable number had been allowed to go their own way
in France without any government survelllancs whatsoever
and had found places in Prench industry while others had
returned to Spain foluntarily. It was estimated on



December 25 that by January 16 only 8,000 Spanish
rofuraes, plus 4,000 of the aso-called internationals,

would remain in camps, ell in the midl.

UilJ
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

april lb, 1340

Dear Juaner:

liany tnan:s for sending me
sbassador eddell's letter about tho
axecution of politieal ~risonsrs in
3pain. The answer does not Sal to moe
entirely satisiactory.

Very asincarely yours,

ﬁc B thy _-'f.l[;"l-{ff‘(._,r__,./é—-_
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Zersonal

Dear "lagner:

UYrson my raturn from Turone yesterday,
I foynd g —eraomgl lether frox Asbassador
wadde1l dated Petruary 12 which 'sa to deo
with the queatisn of %he execution of pulit-
ioal nrisoners in Jnain., I am snolosing &
eomy of this preliminary letter merely for
your information,

Bellieve me

Yours very sinoerely,

Bao,

Mre, Pranklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House,

8W: MK
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June 7, 1940

VD
Mr, Tarreng

I have reoelved the at=
taoghed letter “rom Mre, Roosavelt,
Please be good enough to draft
some letter which I can send to
Mra. Roosevelt with regard to this
cnse gnd have taken such 20tlon
aa in your Judpment may be ap=-
rropriate,

Viawm

UJa1§ JBOSQ 8d
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June 17, 1940

YD
¥r. Warcenig

I snolose the attaoched
requaat Trom Mra, Mposevelt,
Ploage 1t me know what reply
I may make,

¥1 sunp

BETA B ,Ja8[J0H ARLEND 8d
11oASE00Y *HJI) WOIJ J8338T
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April 30, 1940

Dear Eleanor:

I have just received vour letter of April 29,
with regard to the oare of Oust:v Regler. T am en-
olosing & copy of my letter to you of April 27,
thinking that 1% may not have been brourht to your
attention, In that letter I let you know that 1f
pr. Regler and his fiancée, Marie Loules Vogeler,
wiched to proceed to Cuba to awalt the ieeuance of
their visas, the American Consul at Bordeaux would,
at their request, arrange to transfer their regla-
tration record and any documents in thelir flle to
the Consul General at Habana.

I do not see that there 1s anything wmore that
we can o under the clroumetencee on account of the
provisions of our law, with which you are familiar,
but if there are any further ateps vhich you belleve
would be helpful, I will of course be glad to take
them.

Believe me

Youre very elncerely,

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, g
The White House. T

811,111 Regler Gustav “\Raéif
U:8W: MW

JaT89y aAB1ETY
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COPY

April 27, 1940

Dear Eleanort

I refer to my letter of April eighth concerning
your intereet in the ocure of Dr, Custav Regler.

A telegraphio report received from our Embarsy &%
parie under csfte of April ninth gtated thet the Depart-
ment's inquiry had been raferred to the Consulate &t
Bordeaux, #as Dr. Regler was understood to be realding
in that eonsular diastrict. A telegraphic renort hoe
now been received from the Conaul at Eordeaux atating
that Dr, Tegler made application on April twenty-third for
registration under the German quota for immigration visas
for himeelf and for his flancee, Maris Louice Vogeler,

It will, of course, be necessary for Dr, Regler and hias
finnoee to wait until their turns are reached on the
walting 1list., In the event that they should proceed

to Cuba to swalt the lssuance of their visne, the Conaul
at Bordeaux will, at thelr request, arrange to tranafer
their reglstration record and any focumments which may
have been submit%ed on their tehalf, to the Consul General
nt Habana.

You are assured that every cons ideration will be
#iven to the casecs of Dr, Reglor and his flancee and
that as prompt netion will be taken urnon their aprlica-
tions as may be permitted uncer the law,

Yours very sincerely,

SUMNER WHELLES

Mrs. Roosevelt,
The White House,
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July 6, 1840

Dear Elo&nor:

The labor committee referred to in
your letter tc mé of July £ saw Searstary
Hull end not myself. 1 oan, howvever, as-
sure you thet we are doing everything that
wé o&n under sxisting conditions to be of
assistance with regard to German and Span-
ieh refugees in France. 7The praciical way
in which we can be of help, however, 1is
ot emey to find under pressnt condltilons.
i know you understand the situation.

Believe me

fours very sincerely,

Hrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The wWhite House.

U: SW: DMK
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

Dear Sumner:

I understand that the labor committee
werk to see you about aiding the German refugees
in France. Their situation and the situation of
the Spanish refugees seems to me particularly
pitiful and if there is anything that can be
done to help them I hope we are going to be
able to do it.

Cordially yours,

 MHwan /Qfe@w
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

June 28, 1940

Dear Sumner:

I have just heard that Dr. Negrin has
reached London. I am writing to say that I
hope everything possible will be done to help
him and the other refugees get to some country
where they will be safe.

Very sincerely yours,

JousaTy ‘11eAs800Y
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Auguet 3, 1940

A-L
Mr. Lﬂm :

The attached ocor-
regspondence ia self-
explenatory. 1 suggest
that you get in touch
with these people as soon
as convenient and arrange
for them to have & chance
of talking with you.

U:S8W:DKK
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33 wu n 42 govt dl. /ffﬁ}
£
Poughkeepsie Y Sep 10 40. (1 1940
H Sumner Welles, TR 2
. MR WELLE

Two men from the US committee Care of European children
will be in Washington today to talk to you about bringing children ;
on Portugese ships. Hope you will give them every conslideration

also their proposition to bring other refugees on same ship.
Eleanor loosevelt.

325?31--
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September 12, 1940

Dear Elsanor;

Upen my return fros & brief vacation
yesterdey, 1 found your telsgram of Septem-
ber 10.

No representatives of the United States
committes on the care of Eurcpessn children
haveyyet oelled at my office with regard
to the projeet of bringing eckildren over on
Fortuguese ships, but as soem us they do
ckll, I shall, of eocurse, be more than glad
to do svery 1 can to be helpful im the
matter in which you are interested.

Believe we

Yours very sineerely,

Mrs. Roosevelt,
The WVhite House.

U:8W: IJ
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE UNDER SECRETARY

tJ,n‘“ Septembe By
['-_'.f,"" ) ['L; 65:“,:,',1 seuhicianl pe 5
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A-L - Mr. Long:

11840

MR, LONG

Thie telegram addressed
to Mre. Roosevelt has been
gent over to me by the White
House.

What reply do you think
1 should make tc Mre. Rocse-

velt regarding 1t?

//
"’ §

+ UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

/
4
o Mrs. Roosevelt

Received by r"':!é’b"”-f AR PP
Date _Octobéf 2, 1940 fTime jﬁ?-;’i
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Ostober 1, 1940.

My dear Eleanor:

The news from Mr. Frank is not quite accurate.
The authority teo issue visitors' visas for the
refugees was limited to Ootober 1 original order.
However, before the expiration of t date it was
mm&um:.. Of course it can be
extended again depending upon developments there.

We have been giving every attention to the
plight of the refugees. However, the French
authorities have takenm sxception to the oxtra=
ourrioula aotivities of Mr. Fry and of Dr, Bohn.
A situation has developed over there whieh has
been brought to the attention of their prinoipals
in this mtrr.-ndu:almummutumu
and desist those 1 r efforts and suggesting
their return to United States.

Believe me,

Sinocerely yours,

Enolosure!
Telegram from Mr. Frank,
Blptm 2&. IMG
Mrs. Roosevelt,

The Thite House.




TELEGRAM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

9P0. RA« 45- 1:45 p.m.
Ct. New York, N. Y., September 26, 1940
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt.
In correcting the hopeful news of my last lB.ttEI' to you I feel
obliged to tell you that Fry cables from Marseilles about & new
order to the consul to issue no visitors visas after October

first, Sincerely yours,

Karl Frank, 8028 Lefferts Blvd.,
Kew Gardens, 1LI. N. Y.
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Jaruary 15, 1941

A=L
Mr. Long:

1 am sending you this letter from
Mrs. Roosevelt with 1ts enclogure.
The implication in the pecond para=-
graph of the enclosure iz somewhat
ainister. In any event, it seems to
be sufficiently important for an im-
mediate investigatlon to be made, and
T wish you would draft some reply for
me to send Lo 1Ts. floosevelt as soon

as the investigation has been comple ted.

U:3WiDKE
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