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June 6, 1940

- Mr. Berlei
In the course of my talk this morning with kr, Thomas
J. datson, he referred with great disoulet to tre attacks
which had been made upon him by Jews in the Unlted States
since he rccented a decoration from Hitler three years ago.
He sayse thet during recent weeks he has been roecelving an
increasing number of enonymous letters, and furthermore,
thet these lettere heve recently teken a threatening char-
acter including threate upon his 1life and the lives of mem-
vers of ais family. He ans returned tihe decorsation to
Hitler, »nd he read to me the letter which he had written.
What interested me marticulsrly was the fect that ne
told me tiet = few days ago a lir, Gross, an mssoclate nnd
employee of Cerl Byolr, had crlled to see nis son and hed
stated that for » consideration Carl Byolr could nrevent a
continuation of these attacks ~galnst lir. Watson. You
¥now of Mr. Byolr's past activities and, I have no doubt,
of hie present sctivities. You know how close ne 18 %o
certein nersons high up in the Administration here. In-
cidentnlly, I wns informed only yesterday tihat ne etill

recelves compensation =8 representstive in the United
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Stetes of the CGermen 3tete Rellweays. If this is rccurate,
I pssume he must heve reristered in the Devertment of
State a8 the agent of a forelpgn government since certainly
there is no distinction nowesdays between tiie German State
Reilweys snd the German Government itself, You may wish
to check up on this,

I pother wonder whether you do not think it desir-
able to bring these facts to the attention of Bob Jackson
or of Frencis Biddle personally, and in the event that
they are interested and desire full partlculars, I sug-
gest that they cell up Mr, Watson who will be gled to

g£ive them such informstlon.
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-CONFIDENTIAL-

A-B - Dr. Berle:

A personal friend who has been both in occupied and
unooccupied France recently, called to see me yesterday.

He tells me that a supposed German refugee named
Selburg wvho arrived in France about six months before
the outbreak of war and who was later found to be a
German agent and who 1s the author of a book entitled
"Dieu est-11 FPrangais”, i1s now im Lisbon. This gentle-
man is bossting that he is coming to the United States
for propaganda purposes and 1f he is not given a visa to
enter ths United States as & visitor, he will proceed
to Brazil and get into the United States from there.

1 suggest that steps be taken with regard to this
individual and that some notificatiom be sent to the

Brazilian Covernment.

The same friend told me that he had himself seen a
letter mailed im New York om October 19 and addressed to
the branch of the Anglo-South American Bank in Lisbon
vhich arrived in Lisbon two days after it was malled and



which was delivered to the addressee 24 hours after that
time, and that this letter was marked "Opened by the
German ocensor®.

This would seem to glve to my mind surprising evi-
dence of the soquiescenoes of the Portugusse authorities
in heving German censors present in thelr own post
offioes.

If we have mo confirmation of this from our Lega-
tion in Lisbon, I suggest that 1t might be desirable to
request inforsation.
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