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EPROOUCED FROM HOLDOHGS AT THE FRAMGLI O ROOSEVELT LAMRAY

August 26, 1941

My dear Mr. MoDonald;

Many thanks for your letter of Auguast 25.
I am planning to leave on Priday for a wvaca-
tion and I consequently will not be in Wash-
ington, I fear, when you next coms to the

¢lty. I shall hope, however, to see you upon
my return.

My kind regards, and belleve ms

Yours very sincerely,

The Honorable
James G. MocDonald,
Chairman, President's Advisory Committes,
182 East 28nd Street,
New York, New York.
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EPRCEACED FACM MOLDSGS AT THE RAensi B ROCSEVET LIBRARY

FRESIDENT'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE

ON POLITICAL REFUGEES

Hamifon Fish ﬁrm’m' 122 EAST TWENTY-SECOND STREET, N EW YORK
Paul Barrwald

Joseph P. Chamberlsin

Basil Harria

Louis Kenedy

The Maost Rev. Joseph F. Rommel

James M. Speen

Rabli Ssephen 5. Wise

James G.MeDanald, Chairmas

Dr. Semuel MeCres Cavers, Srorvtary

August 25, 1941

Honorable Sumnor Welles
Under Secrotary of State
Department of State
Washington, D Ce

My decr Mr. Wellesy

Giearpe L. Warren
Fargrusus Secrarary

cuasincy §-118§

Wo are grateful to you for your letter of the Z22nd
and, of courss, understand perfectly the reasons for the dday.

We are encouraged thet the matter sbout which we wrote
you has been the subject of [urther consideration by the two
pepartments of State and Justloe, and appreciate your suggesting
that the Presldent recelve ue.

1 hope to be able to be in Washington loter this
week or the first part of next. It would be helpful if I might
thon have an opportunity to talk with you further for o few
minutes. I will telegraph wour office when I know more aboub
my own plans.
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August 22, 1941,

My dear Mr. McDonald:

1 am more than sorry to have been so long delayed
in replying to your letter to me of Auguest 8. #As you
know, however, I had to be away from Washington for
more than elght days and upon my return I found such
an socumulation of urgent telegrams that I did not
heve = ch.nece to get into the somewhat compllcated
question mentioned in your letter until the middle of
this present week.

I have asked that the President recelve you and
your assoglates in hie Advisory Committee and I feel
sure he will do o in the near future.

I believe, however, that the point that has been
troubling you has now to all intents and purposes been
solved through an understanding reoently arrived at
between the Department of Justice and this Department.
When you do come to Washington I hope you will let

Mr. James G, McDonald,
Presldent's Advisory Committee
on Political Refugees,
122 East Twenty-second Btreet,
New York, New York.

*p ssuws[ ‘prBUOQIH
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me know &s I wish to have the opportunity of talking
with you personally,
With my kindest regards, belleve me

Yours most slnoerely,

U:SWiGES



REPROCUCED FROM HOLDOHAS AT THE FRURQ ™ O ROOSEVELT LIBAARY

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
A-L

August 22, 1941,
U - Mr. Welles:

The President has not yet
set a time to receive Mr. McDonald
and hie committee even if he hasg
decided that he will receive them.
Under the circumstances and con-
sldering the delay, I wondered
wiether you would not waht to
send the attached letter drafted
for your signature which is a
slight modification of the first
letter and a new last ragraph.

B.L.
A-L:BL:SHW



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE UNDER SECRETARY

August 19, 1941

A-L /
Mr. LD‘ﬂE H

For reasons of expediency I would suggest that you
personally advise the President of all of the facts re-
lating to this situation which have occurred since last
May ard likewise of the agreement which has now been ar-
rived at between the State and Justice Departments wlth
regard to these regulations. I think it is owing to the
President that he really know the background 1n some de-
tall.

I would also suggest that the President agree to re-
celve this committee in order that he may talk with them
and indicate his approval of the poliey pursued by the De-
partment of State with regard to this question. I think
it would be far easier for us to get a fully cooperative
attitude from the committee if the Fresldent were to re-
celve the members and talk to them as I have suggested.

Perhaps you will talk with Ceneral Watson so as to
comply with the request contained in his memor andum to
me of August 1B,

If the President agrees with my recommendation,
namely, to receive the committee, I shall eppreciate 1t



e

if you will have the suggested letter to be sent by my-
self to Mr. McDonald redrafted so as to indicats in the
concluding paragraph the willlngness of the Presldent to

pacelve the comittee and to talk with them.

SMeDME
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE UNDER SECRETARY

Aggust 16, 194],

a-L - Mr, Long!

I am sending you for
your information two let-
ters I have received
today from Mr, ¥cDonald,
I shall appreclate 1t 1T
you will draft for my
slgnature such replles
as you consilder wise.

U:BW:GES
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FRKESIDENT'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ON POLITICAL REFUGEES

Hamilton Fish Armstrong 122 EAST TWENTY-SECOND STREET, NEW YORK
Paul Bacrwald

Jaseph P. Chamberlain

Basil Harris

Louis Kenedy Aupust B, 1541

The Most Rev. jtﬂ!]}h F. Rummel GRAMERCY §-1003
James M. Speers !

Rabbi Stephen 5, Wise

James G, MeDonald, Chasrman

Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, Secrevary

George L. Warren
Exwutive Seeretary

Honorable Sumer Welles
Under Secretary of State
Departmenc of State
Washingten, D. C.

¥y dear Mr. Welles:

At a meeting of the President's Advisory Committee on Political
Refugees held yesterday in New York, the members voted unanimously
to send the following telegram to the rresident:

Your Advisory Committee on rolitieal Refugees has been
concerned over the recent State Department procedure on

the basis of which refugees are denied admission because

of close relatives left behind in German controlled areas.
In fulfillment of our advisory funetion we wenture to ask
that before any proclamation or regulations are issued under
the Aot of Congress approved Jume 21, 1941, you will afford
us an opportunity to discuss the problem involved with you
diﬂﬂtlyi

SIGKED: Jemes G. McDonnld, Chairman, Hamilton Fish
Armstrong, raul Baerwald, Joseph ¥, Chamberlain, Louis Kenedy,
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, The Most Rev. Joseph F. Rummel, George L.
Warren.

As the application of the relatives provision in the lssuance of
visas was one of the subjects covered in our recent conference, iv
seems fitting that I should advise you of this action.

In order that there may be no misunderstanding, I should like to
emphasiza thatmeither George Warrem nor I took the initiative in

this appeal directed to the rresident. We both hawve been deeply
troubled by the Visa Division's procedure but 1t was our colleagues
who, because of their own personal experiences with the administration
of the relatives clause, insisted that our Committee could not in
good conscience refrain from asking the rresident for an opportunity
to explain to him why we all feel that this unfair practice should

not receive his sanction.
‘%o-nn;
]

G+« MeDonald

&
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August 7, 1941.

My dear Mr. Mclonalds
It is singularly gratifying to have & leiter
such as yours of August 6. I &m most grateful to you
for your thought in sending 1t to me for 1t has
given me a very real satlsfactlon. Thank you.
Belleve me

Yours very slicerely,

Jemes @, McDoneld, Eed.,
The Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Seclences,
30 Lafayette Avenue,
Erooklyn, New York.

U:8BW:iGES
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THE BROOKLYN INSTITUTE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

19 LAFAYETTE AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Augpust 6, 1941

Honorsble Sumer Welles
pepartment of State
sashington, D« Cs

Dear Nr. Welles:

During my recent absence f rom New York, which gave
me an opportunity to meet a good many people from other sections
of the country, I gained one centrel impression about the reaction
of the average citizen to questions of foreign peliey. It is
that he wants and will support action which is incisive end
unequivocal., He admires forthright leadership and is predisposed
to approve each of the gministraticn's actions.

tme of the most important reasems for this general
willingness to follow the Administration's leadership is the
widespread faith of the people in the scundness of the preparatory
work done by the Department of State. As I wrote to the Secretary
the other dey, it is my conviction that at no time in our histery
has the Depertment been & more efficlent instrument in the
formulation end earrying through of our foreign policy. Despite
the tremendous burdens yauhave been bearing, you must find solace
in the general spprecisation of the large role which you have played
in making the Department what it is.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

O SECRETARY g
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&R, yr1Ed

78WU X 52 DL 4 Ex
FJ=-Brooklyn, H. Y., 3:37 P.M., June 26, 194l.
Eonorable Sumer Welles,
Under-Secretary of State,
Washington, & C.

In view new visa set-up Department of State, 1 believe 1t
would serve useful purpose if representatives Department of
Justice,Francis blddle and ¥r. Pritchard mnd of the President's
Advisory Committee Lr. Warren and I might confer with you
your convenlence Tuesdey, Wednesday or Thursday of next weel.

Jomes O, licDonald, Chalrman
Fresident Advisory Commlttee.

10333 p.m.
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THE BROOKLYN INSTITUTE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
30 LAPAYETTE AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

"

June 3, 1841

Honorable Summer Vielles
Under Secretary of State
pepartment of State
Weshington, D. C.

Desr Mr. Welles:

I should be very appreciative if I might come
in to see you for a few minutes eometime during next
Uonday, June 9 when I must be in Washington in connection
with the meeting of individusls and of orgenizations
interested in the refugees in this country.

I would not ask to take any of your time during
the current crisis were it not that I wish to ask your
further advice about the radio suggestion which you end
I talked about when I was last in your office.
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AN o TELEGRAM SENT bl
o Eull ;m —— NONCONFIDENTIAL GODE
llect it
g [n?é'u'u.ﬂu Bepartment of State e
Charge Department; XX .
f]:ll Tllﬂ Washington,
y letter
Night letter M=y 6, 1541,
Charge to

‘ J§ o
The Heonorsble ()
w
James &, HcDonald,
50 Lafayette Avenue,

crooklyn, ‘ew York.

Mr. Skouros of the Greek Relief Committee will ask
to see you today or tomorrow in prder to dlscuss certaeln
problems effecting CGreek refugees. I will be most obliged
if you cen arrange to receive him end to ;ive him such

egeistance ac the Comnittee may conslder possible.

SUMNER WELLES
Under Secrgfary of Etkue.

h |
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Enciphered by '
Sent by operator M., |

P=1AE1 W SOVIRENCET FAIRTINS OFFICD

fOTERUOMTON
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THE BROOKLYN INSTITUTE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
30 LAPAYETTE AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

GFFICE OF THE FREMEHENT

¥ey 1, 1841

Honerabla Sumer Telles
Under Secretary of Stete
ymehington, 0. Cs

pour Nr. Velles:

Hsd 1 not been weiting for further news {rom Detrolt,
1 would have answered Soomer your letter of April 21, im which you
wore pood enough to report on the response of the Zrazilisn Govern=
ment to the sugpestion frem the Fresident's hdvieory Comrittes

the Arazon reglon might be oponed for rofuges settloment.

so are, of ocourse, disnppointed st the responss from
#io De Janeiro, but wo also understund the conslderstions which

pave led to that decision.

It wae very good of you o spenk to Kr. Fonpett on
the telephone. 1 heve not yot heerd snything further from hilm.
Porhape the exigencies of mors irmedinte problems account for the
deley. In soye vent, 1 chall always bo most grateful to you for
your cerdisl helpfulness snd it indieation of your confldence

in me.

frany
James G. MoDonnld

- ;”}h&..f |
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April 21, 1941

liy dear Mr. McDonald!

1 have now received a message from /imbassador Caffery
in reply to m_lm-IMnmthhmmm-ﬂh
our conversation of April 3 and to vhich we referred in my
talk with you of last week. The Brazilian Oovernment feels
that, for the time being at least, 1t would be unwise to
send European refugees to the Amazon reglon., It 1s the
view of the Brazilisn Coverrment that guch refugees would
mtr—lminthtmnsion-m that in these unset-
tled times, the Brazilian Goverrment would, consequemntly,
have "endless difficulties” with them.

I am sorry to say that I had anticipated that thils
would probably be the view of the Brasilian Govermment,
but by this I by no means lmply that the matter eould not
again be talon up more profitably at a moment when the
world situation seems somewhat more hopefule.

I spoke with Mr. Bennett on the telephone this morn-
ing. I sincerely hope that the matter concerning which

James G« Wld, E8Qe

Chalrman 'E'l Advisory Committee
e or1st0a1 Refugees,
122 Bast Street,

Hew York, New '!ork-
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you and he have spoken may be worled out in a satisfeactory
HANNAr.

With my kindest regards, belileve me
Yours very simcerely,

Supliapr wess

sk
U:SW:DUEK "
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April 3, 1941

My dear Mr. MeDonald:

Thank you for your letter of April 1.

As soon &8 Ig-tnrdrﬂlnurmu:lnlud-
Janeiro, I shall of course let you know., I shall be
happy to discuss on the telephone the further guestion
we spoke of when you were last in wWashington.

My kindest regards, and bellieve me

Yours very slnoesrely,

James 0. m' ml.
Chairman, President's Advisory Committee
on Politlocal Re 8,
122 East Strest,
New York, New York.

UiswW:IJ
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roeslDENT'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ON POLITICAL REFUGEES

Hamilion Fish Armatrong 122 EAST TWENTY-SECOND ETREET, NEW YORK
Paul Baerwald
Jaseph P, Chamberialn
Harrla
Laonis Kenedy
The Mosz Ru,jﬂtpﬁ F. Rammes!
Jumes M. W
Rabbi 5. Wise :
Jumes G McDosald, Chairmen o L
Dr. Samuel MeCrea Cavert, Saoretary £ j- Limi-dn 1)

dia

a&u‘.*' J} April 1, 1841

A

Honorable Sumer Wellss
Under Secrstary of State
Tiashington, D Ca

Dear Mr. Wellesg

The enclosed copy of my letter to Mr. Long summrizes
=y talk with him the other day. ( I expect to see Mrs. Hoosevelt
at dinner hore Thursday nizht and intend then to give her also
a copy of my letter to Nr. Lomg for her inforsation.)

It was very good of you to see me laet Friday and to say
that you would inquire so promptly the attitude of the Brazilian
Government in reference to Mr. Henry Ford's refugee suggestion
whish I reported to you.

I an particularly grateful for your exprossed willingness,
should your wiews be solicived, to talk on the phone about the
radio project which we discussed. I expect to be in Detroit on
fednsaday of this week. It may be that following my conference
there your judgment may be msked by phone., If thils is done, I
hops that you will not feel it to be an imposition.

Slnoercly srours,

,

Jamés G. WoDonald

Geenege L. Warmen
R Bacvpiasy

onasERey §-118g
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March 29, 1541

Honorable Breckinridge Long
Assistunt Secretary of Statle 1
Washington, De Co i

Dear Mr. Longs \ ",1|
i

I um very rlad to have had the nﬁﬁﬁnﬂﬁ-ﬁiﬁa discuss with
you yesterday the importent proLlem of the renewa \ﬁ\hmbhtr
continuation of the unspent portion of the appropriatien.for our
government's participaticn in the weTk of\the Interyove ntal
Committee. As you were guick to sfree, unless the unexpended
balence, &pproximately 32?,009.’4& reautiiohizad in the pending
Deficiency Appropriation Fill, She Presidert's hands will be
completely tied. He would irn theb event fave no chuice except
to discontinue our rovernment's coeperation with the Interpovern-
mental Cormittes., This, I - lnow, he dosg not went toc dos It wae
encoura; ing, therefcre;, Le TEwe »our assorsnces that in the
Deparimenl's draf't budfet nolng prasented en the Hill Lnis amount
is included and to Jyow ihal vou ayq giving instructions that the
matter be prossed Yo 'a successiul donclusion.

t wae especially thousatful/ef you to be so helpful to
iré. Guest. It lookk wmow &s thou d the last difficult; has been
cleared up s+ €esedlunve. — She 1& most grateful.

/7
i/ \\ Bincerely yours,

]
k1

mg Q¢ i/ Jamus (te MeDonald
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE UNDER SECRETARY

ilarch 27, 1941

ln Welles:

lr. James G. licDonald telephonad this moming to
say that last lkionday he talked for 3 1/2 hours with
Henry Ford and hls colleagues In Detroit on a matter
goncerning Brazil. If at all possible he would 1like
to come to Washington tomorrow to see you for a few
minutes about the political espects of this matter
and also about the personsl aspsct. He would like a

reply by wire.

o v¢ AN,

(30 Lafayette Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY.)
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THE BROOKLYN INSTITUTE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
30 LAFAYETTE AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE FRESIDENT

January 24, 1941

Honorable Sumner Vielles
I'nder Secretary of Etute
Department of State
Washinrston, D. C.

Dear ¥r. Under Secretary:

1 underctand that hefore wr. James N. Rosenberg salled
for fanto Domingo to teke part in the celebrailon of the Pirst
anniversary of the establishment of the refugee colony at Cosua,
ke had raised through the Secretary the possibility of the fresident
sendinr & telegram to Sosun tobe read there as s part of the
ceremony on Wednesday, Jonuar; 29,

1 prordised ir. Hosenberg that I would drop you this
note totell you that personally I feel it would be a fine thing
for the President to do becmuse it would pive, &s nothing else
could, menifest prool throughout the imerices of our government's
support of the Sosua project. Those of us who huve wetched the
development of this refupee enterprise from the beginning feel
thut it holds out great promise ot only ia itsell but aleo &S an
sxample of whut mipht be done elsewhere in the Americen republics.
s werd of comendation from the fresident, thercofore, would help
towards the schievement of the lerper refuree aims which he has
repeatedly set forth.

very sincefgly yours, E

-~
James G. KeDonald

o R

T ERE e
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE UNDER SECRETARY
January 25, 1941

Eu
Mr. Atherton:

I question the wisdon
of the President's taking
the step proposed. What
is your Jjudgment?

1 7

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

Z_A.h—. AO et
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Jamuary 28, 1641

My dear Mr. MecDonald!

I have been thinking about the suggestion contained
in your letter of January 24, It would seem to me that
the oontinuing interest of the United States Government
is demonstrated by our having sent Mr, Pell to attend the
anniversary on January 29 as a representative of the
United States, Under theee clrocumstances it seeme to me
that a speoial message from the Presldent might possibly
appear to be more than was required to indicate our abld-
ing interest in the project. I am anxious to save per-
gonal messages from the Presldent for evente of outstand-
ing eignificance, and I am sure that he will be glad to
send such a message expressing renewed interest in the
refugee problem whenever some exceptional ciroumstance
warrants it,

If you still feel that some pergonal word from the
Preaident 1e deeslrable beocause of the oclroumstances men-
tioned ln your letter, might it not be posselible for the
President to send a letter to your committee expressing
hie gratification with the progress Sosua has made after
the return of Mr. Pell and when the latter has been able
to render his report? If you approve of this suggeetion
I shall be very glad to submit 1t to the President at the
appropriate moment.

My kindest regards, and belleve me

Youre very sincerely,

Sumaer Wellea

James G. MoDonald, Esg.,
President, The Brooklyn Institute
of Arts and Solenoces,
30 Lafayette Avenue,
Brooklyn, New York, /
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