


NE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE UNDER SECRETARY ;ri~ 

January 29 , 1941 

\v-
1-Ir . l·~ray : 

For your information . 
I have already acknowledged 
the receipt of this com­
muni ca tion. 



j! 
@ H e W t L L.fl R.D :t'CoTeL 

UJofiS IHNG 'J'ON. D . c. 

January 2:) , 1941 

Dear ~r. Secretary: 

I ~ enclosing tho proaioed 

memorandum on tho oubjoct of Jowieh 

military aid to Britain. 

I t ruet that it will not reach 

you too late to read it before the inter-

view whioh you were kind enough to grant 

to Or . Joeepb and Hr. NeUlll8.llll for !:Onde,y 

at 11:,0 ~ . !4. 

-- ~~ Stephen s. wroe;-

Honorable Sumner Wollee 
Department of Sto.to 
Vaebington, D. C. 

SSII . S B 



J&OU1''7 23, 1941 

liJ!liORt.NpUll 

l, On AUf,"\lot 29, 1940 Dr. Wehlll&nn , tho Prooident of tho Jewioh .&j;oncy 

f or Palootine , wrote to the Br itioh Primo llini otor otat ing th&t ' the Jewe et&nd 

by Or ut Brito in and will fl&l>t on the lido of tho domoer..eieo. • .t.t tho ....,. 

ti:>o i n P..Jeotino a oi:ilar offer ••e •d• by the Jorilh .&j;ency reproeent•ti"o 

thoro t o tho Chief SeCl'et._,.,. and to the Oener•l Officer C<>=~n« Bri t1oh 

Tr oopo. The 4tter ""' informed tbat 1 1n tho e"nt of war, we dee ired t o offer 

tho aoeiot.nco or the Jowa i n the dofonoe of tbo country, •. • we were willing to 

oupply ao """'Y con ae they would requ ire up to eo11e 40 , 000 ••.• t o include all 

aerY'leea which the army authoritlee m.1,ght oontldor naceeeary i n order to 

defend tho country. • 

2 . Soon alter •~r eomoeneed tbe Jewieh Agency • • • &eked to provide Jewt 

for eorYico in .,.rloua llrit1oh unite of tho .t.t'll)' whorner ouch aerYi eoo mi cht 

be roCjuirod, the intention beln,: that tho7 ohould in fact oeroe in P..JootiliAI 

and nolchbor ing countrieo. later excluat .. ly Jewioh (lOIIIp&nioo of RO)I&l .t.t'll)' 

Ser rlco C~rp• { t ranaport} , .t.uxilil>.t')' llilit.ry Pioneer Corpo &nd infantry 

(aoyal J!~ot l ent Reg iment, Tho 1Butre•) wore foracd. 

The Jewloh Agency eorpll od with all t ho roqueoto for the prov1o1on 

of Jowe for oervice in tbn Brit lob Army, Tho number of men roqueatod and 

OUllPllod \Ill t o the end of Dcc>~mber wao, In round flgu.reo: 

R.A.F. 
R. B. {Royal Bnglneore) 

(Royal .Ions¥ Service Corpe) 
11.0, C. (Royal Or dnance Corpe) 
a.c.s. (Rol'al Corpe s~o) 
lnf:.ntr7 (!'he Bnfto) 
J.uxllbry IIIli tory Pioneer Corpo 

1, 500 

1, 600 
880 

2, 600 



Port Sor•icet - ste•edoree and lichter~en 
(In courue of for~tion) 

Royti.l Artillery (including ..ntk\rcraft 
group) 

400 

~ 
7 ,110 

3. Nego·tiationa b.ttve been proceeding continuouely tor aof!lo time pu.at botw-aen 

Bio l.tajeety1 e Govel'l>JIIent .. nd the Jewish A&ency for Pa lestine for the fortnation of 

a Jewieh Milit.,ry Force of oubst.ntiul oi<o. The request t~t Je~ieb military 

aeoi&tWQce to Grout Britain ebould take the for~ of a J ewiob Military Force iu 

baued on ground& of principle ...nd expediency. 

a) No people in tho world btu gre .. t er ra,.son to fight the Nazis than 

the Jewe, They .:o being peruecuted by the Nade aa Jewa. For them, 

mor• than for any othar of the att ... clmd peoplu, a Ge""-'<n Yictory would 

me ... n extermination, For this reason the Jewish people should be given 

the opportunity to play thoir full p~rt in tbio war ae J ewa . 

b) l.!oreover one of the basic concepto of l!ad ideology is tha t the Jewa 

muat be excepted from enjoyi ng the civic, political and national rl.ghta 

accorded to other peoplee. Gre .. t Britain 1e fighting ag .. inot euch 

Nazi principlae. 

c) There are at pre•ent fighting with tho British forceo oeverel 

foreign mil1ttiry units repre•onting peoples at present subject to No.•i 

oppraaeion. Only one people ie not repraaentad aa auch - the Jews. 

Czech, Dutch and French r efu;;;eeo in Englend may en11st under their own 

national fLg to fight alongo i de Great Britdn, Tbio privilege should 

be eimilerly accorded to t he J ewo . 

d) Jews eleim the right to oerve in a distinctive Y111to.ry Force like 

the otber alliee of Gre~t Brit..in, which should enjoy r ecognition and 

otatua eimiler to t~t accorded to the ~111tory Forceo of the other 

alliee. The J ewish A&ancy for Po.lootine, having " recogni:ed lepl 

and political etatua, deoiree in cooperation with t he Britiah 



-~ 

autbortttea w ..ct a o \he Nopondble J""illh 

aupervioory bod7 ln reopec\ of t bio Foree. 

4. It h propo"'d \bat tbio Jewlob force ohoulcl be e nllotecl !root ••o..., Jno 

living i n PaleoUne, \ba Br1UIIh :Z.U,ire, ...,cl otbor eountrioo in vbicb oucb enli•tooen\ 

may be poooible and pormiooiblo under tho Lowe or tbe land , and abould be &T.oil&ble 

for oenice wheNver requiNcl and aore parUeularl7 for \he clefenoe of Pa leatim. 

5, ~. need for a Jowiob Wilita:y force to oorve in Paleotine io of urgent 

importunce. In view of tbe opoeiol ot&tue of \be Jewo in Paleo tine, tbey are 

ent1Uecl ao a Jowillh eo=ity, to tbo recognition of tbolr eleD!nW.ry r 18bt of 

aolf-clefenoe, I I P&laotine were t o be invaded by tha en~y. even temporarily, and 1!, 

for reaaona of ailltary expecUency, it bee&!'le neeeusry for the Br!t!llh troopa or 

\he gra .. tor p..rt of them to be wi\hdnwn froJ:J t~t country, the Jewo of P~<lea tino 

would be ft<cad witb tb8 cla.nser of annihilation. They CI!Uat &ccordirt;ly be s1Yen t he 

opportunity of defending the11oelveo and the ir country by the eo~bU!IhMnt of 

a Jewioh Wi lit.ry Forco, 



In replJ reter to 
VD 811.111 Bernhar4, O.or& 

!IARCl! &, 1941 

U7 dear Or. Wi11: 

With reterenol to ~ letter ot february 24, 19~1 , 

rega.r41D& t.be lt&t\1.8 ot the rtaa oa.11 ot Dr . O.ora 

Bernhard, I have to 1ntora rou that tbe Oonaul Oeneral 

at ~arae1l1e baa now reporte4 that Dr. Bernhard received 

bla Amerloan Y1ee oa Sept .. ber 24, 19~0, and that bla 

preaont wbereabouta 11 unknown to tbat ott1c1 . 

In the event that rou obtain turtber 1ntoraa\1on 

wbloh utabt enable t~e Department to aea1at JOU in tb1a 

matter, pleaae do not hllltate to oal l upon oe. 

Sincerely youra , 

A. ~ . warren 
C.hlet 1 Vtea l)1T1t1on 

bbb1 Step.b.en S. Wlae, Pb.l)., 

American lewi1b Conar••• · 

))O Weat 'ortr-.. oon4 Street, 

HIW York, tlew Tar le. 

•• 
" .. 
g 
:> 

"' 
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
330 WEST 42n d ST RE ET NEW YORK CITY 

STEPHEN S. WISE. Plt£SICEHT 
NATHAN 0. PERLMAN, VICE.PitESIDEHT 

CAlLE IIOOlESS 'CONGRESS' 
TlUIMONE LONGACRE 5-2600 

LOUIS LIPSKY, CHill-MAN, GOVERNING COUHCI~ 

CARL SHERMAN, CHAIRMAN, AD"'INISTAATIVE COMMITTEE 

MAX F. WOlff, CHAilMAN, COUHCI~ OF O«GANIZAnONS 

JACOB LEICHTMAN. TlEASUlll 

...... 

Ottice ot Or. Wise 
40 Weat 68 Street, 
April 10, 1~1 . 

'!'be Un4er Secretary ot State 
State Department 
l'laahington, D. C. 

Dear secretary Welles: 

~ I trouble :you tor a "'""""" to rea4 the enclosed 

letter which I haTe written to en ol 4 triend , ~­

baaoador Steinhar4t . I bno ventured to tell b1m or 

your own 1nte rea t in the ceae ot Protesaor Schorr, 

one ot the snn4, old ticure• ot EUr~ 1e'IIT"f, and 

it yau telt that you could write a oupplementary line 

to him, eaying that Dr . Gold.rnann and I han 4iscuaood 

hto caae w1 tb yau on aMersl occasion• and that yau 

were good enough to Y'Olunteer to take up bio case • 1 th 

the SoYiet Embeeaa.dor, I ehould be moot gratetl.ll . 

I 1111st take it tor granted that it will ba poaaible to 

secure tor Proteaaor Schorr a Y1a1tor'a v is$ to our own 

country. 

Wit h deepes t appreciation, 

Faitbtl>lly your s, 

--~~ 
SS?I: S PRES I !Em' 



"~ 'lll!ta-!""-•r--,. -,.......... .. - .. ._ 
/ - • · - - -'l&ll 

,.. AMeli ... .utll• •••dol' *-· ossa 

lin TOlllt 

.t.pl'll 10, lMl, 

y..., -a7 n .. ll tlla\ wpoa u Mrllv CHIMdoa I Wft\e to 7011 eouU~L.Lo& oea ot U.a 

tlMd - l e \lie J ntelo U te of luope lleton ~ pn-\ •so, Pl'otouOI' IAeaea 

s•OI'I', to-r Cbl•t .. "11111 ot •ana• _. "r Ylli'W& ~ U..t • • .._ of ~ PoUu 

s-te,-~ I ... , aU at - lie- - e polltleal t~n, ""' •-u.ur 
a aplll't\llal ,._ Ulll a Mllolu ot Uatbau .. l.a tile ol'lu\al tlalt. 

,_ wanew Pl'ota .. oso s ....., a_,et to Lww, olleft lie ••• 1191'1...a toso a tt.e, 

l.eter, .. ~~en ...._ to llell-, llnac ..._ _,..,... w a ,n- 1a ~. 

1a ol'ller U..t 1t -a7 11e poM111l• \ o -• PntMMso seon•• nl-• U4 paft1 .. 1oa 

to lMn tile se.la\ eooaav,, Ilia r.u, .... tli..U lleft nnnht 1a attM\h& 

Ilia ae\llallaUoe 111 tile Olletn '•• ..,_IIlla, .. • .,..w ..a ot naopU1oe 

or Ill• tt.tt.etloe •• aa, .. 11111 eat auollr. 11M out-Jee Coaal O...l'al at 

Llalloa Ilea lanet a Oua'-lu peewpon eat alee a •-•t •"Mtl.q to Ilia •­

tunlhaUoe . 

SlM& •• uw wUAt-t ol\11 n.,..t to tile _ _. nanallwta ot l'rota .. oso S.llon 

aet a h u \law 0..\-'u ..,.IIlla Ilea .., U.~Ua I'&JI'M•teUn at lloHw, " 

nenrat to enS•• \lla out , .. 0-.1 at Llellee t o ._. u.a •-h t o , .... 

11& eeJ'Ue\lf llopa tllet ,_ oW Ulllertal<e to &Mwnele lib •11-•IIGOlh u.s t o fa­

olUtew, u tal' u 1\ -a7 lie poeaSIIla, u.a NlMM of Pl'otMaOI' Ullol'l', *• Sa 

aMS"lJ MY•\J aet tu ""*• l ...... r oll, 1t 1e ..,ll'\llft1la iew"&&hc o1 \lib 

tile l1a1 w of 7GOlll' II~ otttaa &at appoli'We1 \J. 

I -a7 ... U..t Dr ........ Oal4aee ... 1 lleft oe ... al'al o-1oea ... •eUoe of 

Proteaaoso S&llol'l' to ~at Ollll' tri_., u.a Oetu Se&n\&ll'f ol s te.._ aet 1!1', wall•• 

baa, 1 ~. Ilea- 1etana\et 1e toh& .... - ... oae eat allftl t 11e-ua. tor Pr<>­

re• eol" Selaorr. 

J'&1 \llh l r r oura. 

J.:i'lr: B 
SteJ)IIee s . 11t.a 



~ 2, l9Q 

PA/LD - Ill' • ~~ 

I ••• no objection, provided the .. aaage glvcm by 

11r. Chapin be dl'a.J"ted lwre and that the text aalce 1t quite 

clear tho. t t b1a Oover:n~~ent doea not regard the con!'erenoe 

aa in nny aenee o!'ficial, and that the preaence or our 

Charge d 'A!'!'a iree i s due sol e ly to t he tact that t he 

united Statee baa bHn a ret'uge !'or .. 117 geneJ>&t ions tor 

the oppraaaad !'rca~ all landa, and glor1ee 1n the !'ac t today 

u t hroughout i ta h1atory that t here 1a no d1at1nction .. de 

bet-en citl&ana o!' the Ui\ited Statea be cauae or their 

race, cree d, or color. 

Chapin abould be particularly !'orewarned that I have 

indicated ~ 1ntereat 1n th1a conterenoe to Dr. Wiae be­

caWie or hie expllc lt atate-.nt to .. that tt. con!'erenoe 

would deal with no queatlODe whatever touohlng upon the 

Zlon1at ao ..... ant and would be 11111 ted eJtoluaiveq to the 

purpose -nt10Ded 1n Dr. nee '• letter to yau. aad to the 

working out or plane !'or the relie!' o!' retQs•••· 

U1S'irriJ 

I 

(j) . 



July 16, ,f)'..> 

liT do&r Dr, WiaOI 

I rotor to rour lottor ot .1\llJ 1 , lHl t'IU'I:Mr oon• 

c•J"D.1.n.& the out ot rrot•••or Xo••• Sohorr .. 

'lbllo I tool oiU'O that Allbuoodor Stel.nhard~ Y11l 

cont1Duo to loud hlo unott1o1ol loo4 ottlcoo 1n boholt ot 

Pro.te1ao:r &ob.orr u aa:t ·~..,. oppo.rtww., I revet tba' 
it baa beeo •••••U'J to au,.ud. telearapb.1c oo--m.sso.a.• 

UOAa to tbe Dlbuq 1D. 11Mlcr&t1oa • t te:ra ror tht p_,.., _ 

ent o• ln.& to r.out 41Yilo,..D·ta 1n the SoYlet VD.lon. 

&t: au ob aubllfl'leDt tlllt u lt ~ beea.e t•ulble t o 

take aotlon 1D t.be ut\er, tb• t'Urthtl" oona14.erat1on ot 

Prot•••or Acborr '• Yiaa applloat ion will b• t&Gllltat~ 

bJ oa.pll&aol With thl new Y111. prooMur. Wbioh, Ill JOU. 

.aT tDow, boooao ottootl•o lUl7 1 , lHl &D4 Which oppl 1oo 

Rabbl StophOD S, lloo, Ph.D., 
AM1'"1oaa lew'leb COIICJI'I111 
~ •••t ror~eeooD4 1\rett, 

... York, 1 .. York. 

both 

! • ~ 
• ~ • • 



-a-

both to pencUq ouea and MW on.a. 'lbe proo~~ b 

deaori'b~ 1n the en.oloa~ fora A, with 1111liob I .. alao 

eno' ca the appropriate nllllber ot tOI'III B and o, aeD­

t1one4 th&Nillo In t.h11 OODMOUOD it &ppeara tZ'OIIl tM 

Depart.entta tilea that ~oteaaor SCborr dea1rea to be 

acc-_pm1~ b)- bia nte, Mra. '!..ara Sobon, bia dane;bter, 

Mra. Pel1oja Eon, Ul4 three ..all poao1bona. 

Upon the return or the oaaplet~ tol"'l8 to the blll1gra­

t1on Section or the Via& DiY1aion, Depart.ent or State, the 

••••• ot Proteaaor Schon &Dd hia taall7 will reoe1Ye oare­

t'cll. oona14erat1on and the Jlllb&l17 at Jloaoow will be .,., 

pr1&tel7 &dYiled b7 ..U., or b7 telepaph 1t IUcb aot1oa 

~ould then be reaa1ble. 
• 

s umner Well&• 

~din~~: Se c:r e l llt'V 

BDoleaurea1 

Poraa A, B and 0. 

( 

, 
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FOR 
Telegram 

re : 

SEE : DCR 

FOR 

of Novemb er 6 , 1941 from Rabbi \'lise 
ninety- three refugees deported from 
Argentina 
file no . 849 . 48 Refugees/2749 

Telegram to Rabbi Wise of November 7 , 1941 (PA/LD :Cfl) 
SEE : DCR file no . 840 . 48 Refugees/2749 



~ deer nr. w1 .. 1 

I IIlli crate~ tn you tar yov.r -t eoM lde&k let­

ter or Oot obar co. 
I b&Ye b7 n.o ...,.na oYC"looke4 the 11'\'rlbUon 'llhS.o 

you .... uoO'! e~ to utand to •• ~ l lut b4l4 

tlM pleuure or •••illS 7011, tao ~· the llcrf a .. aa 
aHdon or tbe I rtt-AluPiean J ftl.tlh Ocmt•eno•. 

'ICT Whole 1nollMUon h&l been to aoeapt J'O'Il' 1D­

"Iltatt on. littoN _,...luc t o do ao, howey•, I knaw 

you w111 \lllduet&Dd Jq Nlwatanaa to Mb a tina o_. ... 

-t before ue-.taln1Dg floca )'all& a little .n-e FtcU-

17 What t.h• -.send& or the contereno• rill be -"" Wbd 

tho aubl••' _,._ ot Ule u•aN fOil •- ; 00<1 ,_... 

to 1'1166411\ I •lee 1Wd • in 70VII' J\ld .. ct• 0~1'1.1a. 

naoauaa ot the tnhrnaUonal 11tuat1oll tr the 

qeada or tbe oallt--• ow... eol.a:\T the qu .. u. 
ot ~ 11114 udskme to rat\lpee &Ill tba • ...,.. 

1D 1lh1oh tbt .tawlah o •'U" 1D the -...1om Rt--

l1oa oan ooop•ata 1n ... l.luaa Ulaae ~-. I 

... 
"' " 



ehould be 11011'1 thaD happy t o attend aDd to Jl&ke an ~­

<Ire••. I t, hownt~r, the ~end& ot tl» oollt'qenoe 1a to 

ooYeJ' otl»r proba• u well, hown• uaet:'ul and d .. ir­

able tbe eon.1derat1cm or woh proba• ~t be, I 

t eel 1t would be better ror • not to attmd. 

I ehall eonu quentl7 appreciate 1t 1r )'O\l will 

l et me haYe ahJ liSbt upon this queet l on Wbioh 7 0\l oan 

G1Ye me betore repl7lng det1n1t1Ye l 7 to tbe 1DY1tat1on 

you h&Ye b- kind eoo\&Sb to aend -· 

Wi th .., k1Ddeet r eprda, bel1en • 

Yo'lll'a ••1'7 e1noerel,-, 

U:SW:DMK 
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( 

Ron, SI&Der wellet 
Depart.oent of state 
Waobington, D. c. 

!)ea r Seoretary Welleao 

Ootober 2S, 1941, 

I am glad indeed to think titat you feel t'-t, if the &!:ODd& ot 
tbe Inter-Amorioan Jerlob C'*>rere""e 118eta with your jllipomt 
ae to what the oirOUIIllte""ea require, you will be ready t o give 
a definiti..., an...,er to 0\11' i .D'rltation to addreaa t'- conteren.,. 
SUDd&y afternoon, IIOT.,..ber 2Srd , 

The c onterenoe io to deal 1'\mclamentally with two proble• , -

()le, to atteapt to Iring the Jerlah reaidento, eepeoially ~ 
newoo..ara to the L&tin-Amorioan Republiol, to the underata nding 
or the oupreme plaoe ot ])O'JDOOraoy in the lfo otera Hemisphere . 
Arter all, t~t _,. that we or th.e Amorioan Jewish Oongreaa 
are to moke tho e r tort to brin~; our foll--J""" in tho Lat in-. 
AlDerioon RepubUoe to the IUlder atanding t~t tho oood !leighbour 
Polioy oon be etreotuted only throu~ loyal adberenoe or all 
groupO Of t ho Alllori01n Conti nent to the Demoor&tio ideal. 

,...o, In line with that, we feel it altogether justifiable to 
deal, ae Y"" rJ.&htly put it, with the qun tion ot refill:" , in­
oluding poooibili tie a of oettle...,t and aubeequent aooiotanoo 
to retur;eee, a nd the very illportant probloa ot the cooper ation 
ot the Jewish o...unitioo in the .....,rioan Republioa in auiating 
theae untortu.natea.-·in addi tion. of course. &a I o. aure yQ.l 
woul d ban it, to r;i ving aid and ocatort to the u~ppy vioti• 
or !lasiaa in Buropean lando, inoludi ng tor · ·- or thea retur;e 
and hoae i n pale atino , 

I cu st>t to add that all the seoaiona or the conterenoe are to be 
etriotly pri'Yat e, w1 th the exoeption or the publio •eting, w!dob 
we hope you will addrou on Sunda y afternoon, 1tle 2Sr d , and tho 
olooing Seooic:n ot tho Conter.,.oe, eiob will take tho tona ot 
o benquet t o the dele go tea , 

At tile Sunday afternoon Seao i on , it i o pl aDDOd ~t youra ohm ld 

f !-~ 



., 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 

Ootober 23, lMl. 

be the pl'illoipal a44r••• an4 •• woul4 l1Jd.t ourulfta, aan tor 
ve•t1nca. 1D the preaetat1on ot nat 7f'oJ han 112 a1J:I4, 

tooli:1J14 tonar4 , 4•r Seoretal'J .. u .. , to JO" •-ptaDOe ot 
our 1JtY1tat1on whioh woul4 _, ao ouoh to the conterenoe, 
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