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DEPARTMENT OF STATE =

THE UNDER SECRETARY }S

January 29, 1941

W

NE
Mr. Myeray:

For your information.
I have already acknowledged
the receipt of this com-
munication.
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Gue WiLLAarRD HoTEL
iasumiscros, D.C.

January 25, 1941

Deer Mr. Secretary:

I am enclosing the promised
memorandum on the sutject of Jewish
military aid to Britain.

I truet that it will not reach
you too late to read it before the inter-
view which you were kind enough to grant

to Dr. Joseph and ¥r. Neumann for lMonday

Ly %ngiﬁ

Stephen 5. Wise

at 11:30 A. M.

Honorable Sumer Welles
Department of State
Washington, D. Q.

33W.SB
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Japuary 23, 1941

MEMORAND

1, On August 29, 1940 Dr. Welzmann, the Presldent of the Jewish Agency
for Paulestine, wrote to the Britich Prime Minieter atating that "the Jews stand
by Grest Britain and will fight on the side of the democracies." At the same
time in Pulestine a similar offer was made by the Jevieh Agency representatives
there to the Chief Secretury and to the General Officer Communding British
Troops. The latter was informed that "in the event of war, we desired to offer
the assistance of the Jews in the defenses of the country....we were willing to
gupply ag many men =e they would reouire up to some 40,000....to include all
services which the army anthorities might coneider neceseary in order to
defend the country,"

24 Soon after wur commenced the Jewish Agency wua asked to provide Jews
for service in warious Britigh units of the Army wherever such servicee might
be required, the intention being thut they should in fact serve in Puleetine
and neighboring countries. Iater exclusively Jewlsh companies of Royal Army
Service Corpe (traneport), Auxiliary Military Ploneer Corps and infantry
(Royul BEust EKent Regiment, The "Buffe") were formed.

Tha Jewish Agency complied with all the requests for the provision
of Jews for service in the British Army. The number of men requested and
gupplied up to the end of December was, in round figurea:

R.A.F. 1,500

R.E. (Royal Enginsers)

(Royal Army Service Corps)
HRu0.C. (Royal Ordnance Corps)
R.C.S. (Royal Corps Signals) 1,800

Infantry (The Buffs) 880
Aunxiliary Military Ploneer Corps 2,600
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Port Services = stevedores and lightermen

(in course of formution) 400
Hoyal Artillery (including anti-aireraft
group) 1
7,110
e Negotiations huve been proceeding continuoualy for some time pust batween

His Majeaty's Government and the Jewish Agency for Pzlestine for the formation of
& Jewleh Militury Force of substantial sizs. The request that Jewieh military
asslstunce to Great Britauin should take the form of a Jewish Military Force is
based on grounds of prinecipls und expedlency.
a) No people in the world hse greater reason to fight the Nazis than
the Jews, They are being persecutad by the Huzis as Jewe. For them,
more than for any other of the attacked peoples, & German victory would
mesn e2xtermination. For this resson the Jewlsh people should be given
the opportunity to play their full part in this war as Jews,
b) Morsover ona of the basic concepts of Nazi ideology is that the Jews
mist be excepted from enjoying the civie, political and national rights
accorded to other peoples. Great Britain is fighting aguinst such
Hazi principles.
e} There are at present fighting with the British forces several
forelgn military unite represanting peoples at present subject to Nuzi
opprezesion. Only one people is not reprasentad as such - the Jews.
Cgech, Dutch and French refugees in England may enlist under their owm
national flag to fizht alongside Great Brituin, This privilege should
be similarly sccorded to the Jews,
d) Jews claim tha right to serve in a distinctive Militury Force like
the other allies of Great Britaln, which should enjoy racognition and
status similar to that accorded to the Military Forces of the other
ellies. The Jewlsh Agency for Palestine, having & recognized legul

and political status, desires in cooperation with the British
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authorities to undarti:: is plan and to act ss the regponsible Jewiah

supervisory body in respect of this Force.
4, It is proposed that this Jewish Force should be enlisted from among Jewa
living in Palestine, the Britigh Empire, and other countriss in which such enlistment
may be possible and permissible under the luwe of the land, and should be awallable
for service wherever required and more particularly for the defense of Pulaatim,
5s The need for a Jewish Military Force to serve in Palestine ias of urgent
importance, In view of the special status of the Jews in Palestine, they arse
entitled as a Jewish commmity, to the recognition of their elementary right of
golf-defense, If Paleatine were to be invaded by the enemy, even temporarily, and if,
for ressons of military expedlency, it becume necessary for tha British troops or
the grester part of them to be withdrawn from that country, the Jews of Palestine
would be faced with the danger of annihilation. They mast accordl rgly be given the
opportunity of defending themselves and their country by the establishment of

a Jewish Military Force.

§olwima ow Yebetf G the
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In reply refar to
VD 811,111 Bernhard, Georg

wroE 4, 1941

Hy dear Dr. Wise:

With reference to my letter of February 2L, 1941,
regarding the status of the visa case of Dr. Georg
Bernhard, I have to inform you that the Consul General
at Warseille has now reported that Dr. Bernhard received
his American visa on September 24, 1940, and that his
present whereabouts is unknown to that office.

In the event that you obtalin further information
whioh might enable the Department to assist you in this
natter, please do not hesitate to oall upon nme.

Sincerely yours,

A, H, Warren
Chief, Visa Diviaion
Rabtbl Stephen 8. Wiee, Ph.D.,
American Jewlsh Congress;
330 West Forty-second Street,
Hew York, New Yorik.
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS

330 WEST 42nd STREET MEW YORK CITY
STEPHEM 5. WISE, PRESIDENT CABLE ADDRESS 'COMNGRESS'
MATHAM D. PERLMAN, VICE-PRESIDENT TELEPHONE LOMGACRE 5-2600

LOUIS LIPSKY, CHAIRMAN, GOVERNING COUNCIL

CARL SHERMAM, CHAIRMAMN, ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE
MAX F. WOLFF, CHAIRMAN, COUNCIL OF ORBANIZATIONS
JACOB LEICHTMAMN, TREASURER

Office of Dr. Wise
40 West 68 Street,
Lpril lﬁ. 1941,

The Under Secretary of State
State Department
Washington, D. C.

Dear Secretary Welles:

May I trouble you for a moment to read the enclosed
letter whieh I have written to en old friend, Am-
bassador Steinhardt. I have ventured to tell him of
your own interest in the case of Profeasor Schorr,

one of the grand, old figures of European Jewry, and
if you felt that you could write a supplementary line
to him, seying that Dr. Goldmenn and I have discussed
bis cese with you on several occasions and that you
were good enough to volunteer to teke up his case with
the Soviet Embassador, I should be most grateful.

I mist take it for granted that it will be possible to
secure for Professor Schorr a visitor's visa to our own
country.

with deepest appreciation,

Faith 1y yours,
A I\ .
F—'_ o ESTEE e
85mW:5 PHRESI DENT
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NEW TORE
April 10, 1941,

The American imbussador
Mosodow, US3R

My dear smbassador Steinhardt:

You may recall that upon an sarlier ocsasion I wrote to you goncerning one of the
finest men in the Jewish life of Burope before the present war, Frofossor lones
sehorr, former Chief Rabbi of Warsaw and by virtue of that a member of the Folish
Senate,—though 1 must add at once he mas mever a politisal figare, but essentislly
a spiritual person and & soholar of distinetion in the oriental field.

From Warsaw Frofessor Sehorr sssaped to Lwow, where he was impriscasd for a time,
later, nm‘nuuhmlm.hﬁu“ transferred to a prison in Meoseow.

In order that it may be possible to segure Frofessor Schorr's releass and pereission
to leave the Soviet country, his family and friends have suceesded in sffecting

nis naturalizstion by the Cuatemalan Republie, as a speeial mark of recogaition

of his distinetion as man, Rabbi and soholar. The Cuatemalan Comsul Gemsrsl at
Lisbon has issued a Guatemalan passport and alse a dooument attesting to bis ma-
h‘lrlli'll.tiun-

Since we are uninformed with respest to the exmact whersabouts of Professer SehorT
and singe the Cuatemalen Republie has no diplomatic repressntative at Moscow, we
ventured to advise the Ouatemalan Consul at Lisbon to send the doounents to You.
4e sarnestly hope that Yyou will undertake to aseertain his whereabouts and %o fa-
gilitate, as far as it may be possible, the releass of Professor Schorr, who is
nearly seveanty and for whom, I assure you, 1% is worthwhile intervening within
the limits of your high office and opportunity.

1 may add that mthunaﬂlhnummlumim-ﬁunﬂon of
Frofessor Schorr to youiand our friend, the Under Seeretary af State and ¥r, Welles

has, 1 know, become interssted in doing whatever cam and should be for FPro-
fessor Sehorr.

Faithfu ly yours,

35W18 Stephen 5. Wise
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June 2, 1941

PA/LD - Mr. Duggen:

I see no ob jeotion, provided the message given by
Mr. Chapin be drafted here and that the text make 1t quite
clear that this Govermment does not regard the conference
as Iln any sense offlciml, and that the presence of our
Chargé d'Affaires is due solely to the fact that the
Unlted States has been a refuge for many generations for
the oppressed from all lands, and glories Iin the fact today
as throughout its history that there 1s no distinctlion made
betwesn citizens of the United States becauss of thelr
race, creed, or color.

Chapin should be particularly forewarnsd that I have
indicated my interest in this conference to Dr. ¥ise be-
cause of his explicit statement to me that the conference
would deal with no questions whatever touching upon the
Zionist movement and would be limited sxclusively to the
purpose mentioned in Dr. Wise's letter to you and to the
working out of plans for the relief of refugees.

U:SW:IJ
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In re refer to 18 a1
- g £H Schorr, Moses July 16, + 5

My dear Dr. Wise:

I refer to your letter of July 1, 1941 further con-
corning the case of Professor Moses Schorr.

While I feel sure that Ambassador Stelnhardt will
gontinus to lend his unoffiecial good offices in behalf of
Professor Schorr as may appear opportuns, I regret that
it has been necessary to suspend telegraphic communica-
ticns to the Embassy in immigration matters for the pres-
ent owing to recent developments in the Sovlet Union,

At such subsequent time as 1t may become Teaslble to
take action in the matter, the further consideration of
Frofespor Schorr's viea application will be facllitated
by compliance with the new visa procedure whish, ms you
may know, became effective July 1, 1941 and which applies

both
Habbl Stephen 5. Wise, Ph.D.,
American Jewish Congress,

330 West Forty-ascond Btreet,
Hew !ﬂll'k, Hew York.

SBETE ToOOWT
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both to pending cases and new ones. The procedure is
described in the enclosed form A, with which I am also
enclssiyg the appropriate number of forms B and C, men~-
tioned therein. In this connection it appears from the
Department's files that Professor Schorr desires to be
accompanied by his wife, Mrs. Temara Schorr, his daughter,
Mra, Pelicja Kon, and three small grandsons.

Upon the return of the completed forms to the Immigra-
tion Section of the Visa Division, Department of State, the
cases of Professor Schorr and his family will receive care~
ful consideration end the Embassy at Moscow will be appre~
priately advised by mail, or by telegraph if such actiom
should then be feasible. .

S8incerely yours,

sumneT Yelled

inting Secretary

Enclesurest
Forms A, B and C.
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FOR
Telegram of November 6, 1941 from Rabbi Wise
re: ninety-three refugees deported from
Argentina
SEE: DCR file no. 840.48 Refugees/2749

FOR
Telegram.to Rabbl Wise of November 7, 1941 (PA/ILD:CH)
SEE: DCR file no. 840,48 Refugees/2740
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October 21, 1041

Iy desr Dr, ¥ise:

I am grotefl ts vou for your most conalderate let-
ter of Cetober B0,

T have by no means overlooked the invitation shich
you were ool enough to extand to me, wten T last had
the pleasure of seeing you, to sddress the November 23
session of the Inter-imerican Jowish Conference,

My whole inelination has been to acecept your in-
vitation, Pefore agreeing to do so, however, I know
you will understand my reluwtance to make a fim commite
ment before sscertaining from you a 1ittle more precise-
1y vhat the agenda of the conference will be and what
the subject matter of the address you were good enough
to suggast I make should, in yowr judgment, comprise.

Because of the international situatiom if the
sgenda of the conference covers solsly the question
of refugeess and assistancse to refugees and the manner
in which the Jewiah commmities in the American Repube
llcs can cooperate in assisting these unfortunates, I
Dr. 5t S Wise

Weat 48nd Street,
Few York, New York.

* (T
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should be more them happy to attend and to make an ad-
dress, 1f, however, the agenda of the conference is to
cover other problems as well, however useful and desir-
sble the consideretion of such problems might be, I
feel it would be better for me not to attend.

T shall consequently appreciate it if you will
let me have ahy light upon this question which you can
zive me before replying definitively to the invitation
you have been kind enough to send me.

With my kindest regards, belleve me

Yours very sincerely,

U:3SW:DME
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS

330 WEST 42nd STREET NEW YORK CITY
STEPHEMN 5. WISE, PRESIDENT CABLE ADDRESS "COMNGRESS
MATHAMN D. PERLMAMN, VICE-PRESIDENT TELEPHOME LOMNGACRE 5-2600

LOUIS LIPSKY, CHAIRMAN, GOVERNING COUNCIL

CARL SHERMAM, CHAIRMAM, ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE
MAX F. WOLFF, CHAIRMAMN, COUNCIL OF ORGAMIZATIONS
JACOB LEICHTMAM, TREASURER

Ooteber 23, 1941,

Hon, Sumner Welles
Department of State
Washington, D. Ce.

Dear Seoretary Welles,

I am glad indeed to think that you feel that, if the apgenda of
the Inter-Aimerican Jewish Conference meets with your judgment
as to what the ciroumstances require, you will be ready to give
a definitive answer to our invitation to address th® Conference
Sunday afternoon, November 23rd,

The Qonference is to deal fundamentally with two problems,-

One, to attempt to Wring the Jewish residents, especially the
newoomers to the latin-American Republies, to the understanding
of the supreme place of Democorssy in the Western Hemisphere,
After all, that means that we of the Amerioan Jewlsh Congress
are to make the effort to bring our fellow-Jews in the Latin-
Ameriean Republiocs to the understanding that the Good Nelghbour
Polioy oan be effectuated only through loyal adherence of all
groups of the Amerioan Continent to the Demooratio ideal.

T™wo, In line with that, we feel it altogether justifiable to
deal, me you rightly put it, with the quewtion of refuge, in-
oluding possibilities of settlement and subsequent assistanoe

to refugees, and the very important problem of the cocperation
of the Jewlsh communities in the American Republios in assisting
these unfortunates,==-in addition, of oourse, &s I am sure you
would have it, to giving aid and oomfort to the unhappy viotims
of Nazism in Buropean lands, including for soms of them refuge
and home in Palestine,

I ought to add that all the Sessions of the Conference are to be
striotly private, with the exception of the publio meeting, which
we hope you will address on Sunday afterncon, the 23rd, and the
olosing Session of the Conference, which will take the form of

a banguet to the dels gates,

At the Sunday afternoon Session, it is plapned that yours sha ld



mmm#mwnm'm

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS

Hon. Sumner Welles -2= Ootober 23, 1941,

be the prinoipal address and we would limit ourselves, save for
groetings, to the presentation of what you have in mind,

Looking forward, dear Seoretary Welles, to your acceptance of
our invitation whisch would mean so much to the Conference,

85W:S =
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