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~ denr friena : 

Morr i • S. Laaa r o n 
19 14 Modl.cu' A.-.nu• 
&Ulmar ... Mmvlund 

May ts , 

Ever,) effo1 t at com,romise '~>"itilin the Centrt>l Com u ­
ence of Ameri.c~n l'.abbis seems to have ft iled . I lll!l 

er.clo.ing for )our eyes co;?J of the stctement of our 

r e.,l) to Dr . Heller , lrbi.ch •ill not on!) bring , ou 

up to C:at e but ecquaint ;, ou with the be-sic issues 

involved . Please destro) . 

Plena for tt<e rueetir:g on the 17tl: are rolling el:e•.d. 

Ot:r I:X"eot ""'-~Lzr.eet!na till be l.eld st the Lyric atJ<! 

will for m ~t of the Arm;, - Nuv) 'leek fTeparotion, •o 

t hat we are nssw-ed of the coopere t.ion of ever~ gi"OU,Il 

in the citr ane also splendid newe!'Sr;er fUblic it.) . 

Faithful!) .)>our·a , 

The J:onorable S\llt:ner Welles 
Under Secre t tJ•y of Stu t.e 
Vic.~hington , D. C. 
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Dr . Jnmes G. Heller , Pres i dent 
Central Coni'ererce of An:erics n Rabbis 
Reading Rood nnd North Creooent 
Cire1nnat1 , Ohi o 

Dear Colleague : 

Ph11Adel phto, <a• 
!day 2l' !942 

Onl Y r fter n most serious int !¢"c hnnee of ov~nion a nd thoughtful c onsiclerat119n, 
have ..-e c otne to the c onclusion t hat in honor and in r esp<et for our 1)-eedom of 
opinion we """t hold our oecti ng i n Atlantic Ci ty as cr igl.Mll} planned . "'" have 
c ome to thie conc l usion only •£ter the moat eornet>t s tud;' of your e totea>ent &nd 
jour lJ'oposals . !I.' Y >.'e Sllj that we have t he ut cost res pect for t he sincerity of 
;our rep-esentat i ons . As t he Presid~nt o.f our Con: ererce , we ap)X'OBCh your ef­
forts far pecce •nth complete resFECt , e nd we app-ecie_te C:eepl} t he amicable 
Sl'irit of the negotiations we have bc.d toget llerl ~ou nave served in a gret.t!Y 
difficult ~osition with dignity , siooerity and tret, e nd ..-e have the ut most 
c onfiderc e in your fairness . 

Vie feel , however , t hat so long as the Ar lr':y Re aolution r e,...ins on t he rocard of 
the Conferorc e as e. policy and a point of view, ... c annot cons: ientlousl)' r ei)-!lin 
hom s itting down toget her and "'eeting the new situation as it affoo t s our hones t 
inter jZ'etr t ion of Judais~: . Tl\c.t readjustment c a n be Jnt!de onl)' b~ a meet i ng of 
free t ete hers in I &rael who may dist gr·ee , but who must, in revere~e , i ntertre t 
and p-:;c tice our religious p-irciJ·les consist ent .!.;; wi th whet we believe to be 
J ewi sh truth . 

You ;ourself have permit ted e. Jre sident ial statement to appeor i n t he New l<rk 
Times as an autboritetive 01-inion on t ha t cisputeci issue , despite t he f i!Ct t hat 
t he attendance at t he meting n:.aking this nati onalistic declarati on was s1nall, 
t he major i ty vote urconvlrc ing , and t he resoluti on urged et the very end of a 
Confererc e i)-om which about 180 members had already deported . 

Furthormore , thot resolution v;ns a flagrant violati on of the Neu tralit y Oovenant 
of 1955 which you hnd initiated an<l signed, a nd whic h, i n justice, ) ou should h£,ve 
r uled out of order as a violation of a sacr ed under s tanc\lng e.mong c olleegues . 

We re&lize t lll>t you jZ' opose it as a lllistr.ke of the c hail· in not ruling it out of 
order • inasrmx::h ns "it apJ=~ared to violate t he convictions of so rr.e of our Jnen1: 

(yom· telegrnm to 'llolse) of ~"l' 14) , but your W>willingness to recommend at a 
Speci.<<l Session of the Conferenc e that t he resol uti on be expunged f)-om the minut~s 
i s , at leas t his torical!.} , a contradiction of your lJ'Oposal. What is done is done . 
No nel\' neutral.:.ty r esolution c an undo it , so long as you ins ist upon its r emining 
on t he books . 

Your recomoendation to colleagues 1'\-eehof, Goldenson, Lazcron (your letter to him 
of ?t.ny 15) ond Wolsey, t hst )ou c~ ll a Spec iltl Session of the Confererce to diecuss 
"fundnn;entol issues which hove been plaguing end perpl&xing the Confrrenc e , the 
)X'esent status of Reform Judaism, the lllB.intanaoo e of wb.nt seen•s to some as essont:l.nl 
!K'i nc i ple• , the relat~on of Reform Judai s m to ZioniSIO , and Laznron•s idea of a 
rapp:-oohment" - - while emineut].y f air , i s urconvircing , inBsrmx:h as there is not 
alone no a ssurarc e of a su::cessful s upp<rt of ;, our recommendat i ons , but t oot 
extremis ts i n t he nati oneli&tic s: hool have not lllone disa p!K'oved of su::h a bpecial 
Session but in c ase i t is held would descend upon it t o OP. os e :.our recomn:onde.tion , 
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to discipline those of us .:ho dia&gree , eru: ~ho mointr•i u v.e have no right dei!IOCI'B.tict<lly 
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to defend and exp:-eo• our freedom of opinion as an AlllerJ.can and Jewish right, 

and who even thraBten to 110vo our expulsion J'rom ttle Confererc tt because we do not 

d•fer to tl.eir l!llljcrity opinion. To ua , this is tot411tsr1.an1~m snd we MUst dissent. 

lfe be.i~ve tht.t aot o~ do"" bnve • rir,ht to coMult togetohtr on a ..,tter 60 vital 

for u.a and for Refer& Judd£•, but we are <'eter..Lned to contend ,..1thln the Confaen:e 

for the validation of our convictions . lie , t~.eref<ll"e , believe that e. Speci.al Ses&ion 

or the Confererce wou.J.C' be p:-ovocatin of a sit UAtion whose o~ iuue "ould be 

disru~tion and ectli£m, 

Thi& we wish to avoid . lie believe, with ) ou, 1n •1ntaing t.he {AliCe and unit) of 

t he Confcr<'n:e. The stentorian orat<ll") of extre.Un on both eideo would only laah 

emotions into unhApPY conditions and diaavee.,.,nto , and we beline that aooh a 

eeaoion would cause rnore harm than good . The meeting of Uke-111inded men v.ho do 

not define Jude.iel!l in seeul<'l'btic , political •nd nAtionalietio terms is the earnest 

and reverent revolution of men who aok for J'reedom to meet, to apeak, to c oneider 

and atudy the 1nstrwoentalit1es b:>< w'n.ich the) ~ ilake their point of view effective . 

Ag~in , it ie our studied conviction th:.t if -.e yield to )our l't'Opoeal that we c a ncel 

t he Atl.Bntic City C!eeting, we ipso tecto •cce;ot the theeif that our r.1eeting i a 

schismatic, ~hen as a llltltter of fac t we have honcstl,)- stated tl"'t we are not. The 

il:lpl.ication tl.at wo ere haile l'rom tbote ~'bo passed the ArJtJY Revolution. lfo mean to 
abide by our ~~eabersni.p in cod our lo)altr to the Conferenc e . le have rendered it 

loving service , and we believe 1n it , aDd we do not, we will aot t ecede J'ro:~ it , and 

we ~'ill not pcraait our c>eterlllination to ••eet as free men to .1m~etc h our intention 

to ~;ive it continued faithful and loving service 11nd partici!'Ation . \'le simply objoot 

to colleagues exploit ing ttle Conferen:e as 11 decretal ou.thorit~ l n Judaism. Tbe 

r n bbi l s a l'ree tenc her • 

If there are colleagues ""O be"-ieve a return to God a:eans a return to aoll cod 

nc.tion&J.ism, thtlt is their !X'ivilege . l'le onl) ask for tbe right , democra tically, 

to ~ itsent a nd to aaake our opinion l:nown. Our concet·n is for 11 nother interl't'etation 

anti definition of Reform Judo.ism, and ••e not alone plead for , but we p:-efer to 

exerciae our right to differ . There can be no un' t) in uniformity. Those who 

diE< vee insist upon their 1:~t to d1&af:l'ee a.,;reeab~ . We , tt.erefcre , look upon 

it. u OUl' oblil!l'tion to save ..,..t is left of Refer a JudAism &!'ter Mtionaliem' a 

atte~pt to suhmcrie i t. 

Furthermore , it it c pert of tha intention and hiotory of the Confararc e th~t it 

be o.dvi<ar)" , and not crednl. Those who do not a!:~' eo rlith its recolutions or 

110t!.ons have the r igrt in freedo:D to 11Lke their convic tion articulAte . They 118.)' 

be t. minor' i t), but so """e !ldad and J.!ed.ed - en<i llocee supper t ed t heJ> . The Aray 

Resolution and all it impl.iea is so cred<ll that those who uphold it EOre willing to 

put under t he ban {c l,ere . ) thoae >~ho do not subooribe toe meager mejarity, 

Jou e><l't'ess tha opinion that our notion 1JII;.erUs the unity of the Coni'eren: e . It 

is our belief that it is mtioneliets "ho have violated toot unit)' which wae best 

eXII"'eued 1n tba lrolen Covenant of lieu I:< lit) of 19:15 . Yie ct· Del b~ the ccrcl 

de"'nd of " covennnt freely entered i nto b) both pcrtiu. Lnd thl t is t.nother 

r at\£On wh) ~e , whote faith bao been violAted , prefer to &it dov,n and r anson 

tocet her over the dellltlnc:c of • l're£ contr.'C t . You tdl:b say this iG not "democratic 

!'t'OCedure• . lie hold that the esserce of deJtocrecy is respect !or considl!l'ed 

individual opinion. The Ar.y Re:olution baa flouted it, and th iJIIpeDChina of 

"de~:ocratic procedure• 1! tbe sin of a -11 mjor it7 and not of the like-minded 100n. 
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Now )OU nsl< that •we tall tbene t hings over ar.;ong oun&lves". Th<•t oppor tunity 
was once given "-00 ignOl'ed . Now 1t is too late . We jropose to be the bene­
fic iaries of the right to a free opinion, t m.t the cction of the Conferen:e hils 
unfortuns tely denied us . 

'lie like- minded men have appenzed the Zionists with c onsent , nssent, and co-
oper •• tion from Convent i on t o Convent ion , until t heir victories t hrough the yenrs 
have been so cuauJ.ative that t hey now lolow no boundb. The day hnd t o come when 
we mutt cry "halt" . The conditioning of American Jewry by " J ewish fl£g and a 
J ewish Army nnd a stat e i n P<.lestine nnd e. dual citizenship in America , i s more 
than .:e c an I!Ccept. The secul£ri~tic creed bt.s over..,eeched itself . 

We bnve been watc hing with a nxiety t he seculor i s tic tendenc ies in American 
Jewish life , the nbsor ption of lnrge numbers in J ewi •h n>.tionalist ic endeavar s , 
t he intrusion Of the Pales t ine issue CS liD irritating fector in i ntra-comunit)' 
r elations , the persistent public extre&sion of extremist s who presume to spool< 
for all America n Jewry , the effol't~ t o c ultiv• t e and p-omote t he sens e of psyc ho­
logical diffe.renc e between Ame.r ican Jews Hnd t heir fellow Ame.rican~ which plays 
int o the hands of our enemies , the unremit ting effort of certain uoups to put 
American J ews behind prounms of international political pressure , t he r ed\.Cti on 
to secondary importance or the trn<iitional r eligi ous besis of Jewish life . .cz 
the aake of unity, we have kept silent . 

ole refuse any l onger to be religi ous ecrobet s . We c annot pact with t he unten&bl e 
~&ition i n society which nntionali sm as a creed imposes upon us . 'Re very mu:::h 
prefer to meet and c onfer together upon 11<1)'8 and means of stim\lll.t ing thought in 
t he ciiroction of t hose Jewish ideals t hat bo us se em transcendent Gnd universal . 
We ere grt.teful for t he noble stre ss laid upon t hese very viol.btionE by t i:e 
prophetic souls of our ll<>OPle and tbllt , therefore , a speciAl~ obligati on 
r ests upon us in t hese trying days to emphasize t hese vnlues . 

\\e agree to t be r ehabilitation of Pelestine , and we l ook wit h joy upon nll tbtt 
hes been echieved t here , but we : eel t hat 11!\lCh more might h<<Ve been <e hieved in 
t hose fields lf they bad been free from !'Olitical c oiJlllit ment . If we bad 
e~>pbasized universe! e nd ethical more than politicd values , we might ~.ave found 
e. wsy of gaining t he goodwill of t he .Arllbs , and or living si~e by s ide with them 
e.s befits men who emphasize spiritual and cultural values . 

The purpose of ~ur Atlantic City meeting is to preserve nnd not to disrupt the 
Conferenc e . We aim to maintain t he goodwill which •hould obwin between men 
of different ovinion . To c a rcel a meet ing of c olleagues whose sole purpose i t 
is to articulAte n point of view, would mean the c alling of s uc h a s pec ial session 
of the C onfererc e , where P..ss ion and Ftieansdp might become c alami taus f ar both 
t hose 'llho ap{rove and those vrho di ae.ptrove . 

We , therefore , decline most r egret fully your honest proposals , tnd in loynlty both 
to t he Conference and to our earne£t c onvictions , we shnll hold the meet ing as 
planned . 

In bebnlf of: 
Folmer Berger 
<. . N. Cnliech 
8er)l D. Cohon 
SoloD>on Fos ter .. -

s. B. Goldenson 
A. D. Goode 
Alrt ham Holhberg 
Is&re L6 ru:lman 

rraterno.lly )0\ll' S , 

VIILLL\11 B. FIKE.;,IJR IBm 
LOUI~. WOUEX 

£uieM J , :;&ek 
Semuel ::;andmel Clifton R. Levy 

N• than Per Ume.n 
William R OS()MU A lrnham :;hU<. terJ!Al 
\'iilliLm F . RosenblWII llalcolm li • Stern 

lJ ................. ~-
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TENTnTIVE ~hJQ\~o 
OF 

ATJ..A!,TIC CIT~ t.:E~ fH-G 

OF 
r.ON- ZIONI-.T REFORl:. AAllBI5 

Juna l a nd 2, 1942 

Monday , June 1 

9 :50 a . m. -Culling meeting to or der 

Po ,;.er : "The Message of Refor m J udaism to American 
Israel a nd Worl d Je v.ry" - - - - - - - - - Davi d Philipson 

Abraham Shusterman 

Siscussion led by Samuel H. Goldenson 

11: 00 a .m. - Paper: "Post- V.ar Problems of t he Jew" - - - - Jonah B. Wi se 
!~orris S . ILz:..ron 

2 :50 l'.~~ .. - Paper : "Lay-Rabbinical Cooperntion" - --- ~dorris 1~ . Feuerl icht 

Discussi on led b) Elmer Berger 

3 :~0 P. !.l . -PE-per : "The He brew Un!on College" - ----- Leo M. Fran.hlin 

Tuebda) , June 2 

9 :~0 A.l.! . - Pa per : "A Progrs.m F~ Enli ghtenment" - - - - - I saac Landman 

Discussion l ed by Clifton H. Levy 
Solomon Landman 

11: 00 A.M. - Statement of Pr i ax:i ,Jles - - -- -- - - Morris S . Lazeron 
William Rosenau 
Al:ra he.m Shuster man 
Abraham D. Shaw 



llaroh 31 , 19 42 

lly dea r friend s 

I IIlii at'raid I ho.ve no in1'ormation tho.t would be help­
ful to you in reaponae to the inquiry conttdnad in your 
letter of uarch ~ . 

I have had the tragic aaaa or tha s truma referred to 
tha .Executiva Committee of the Pree idantla Intergovarn­
... ntal Colllll1i ttae on Refugee a by the United State a repre ­
sentative, l!r . KJron 'l'aylor. It haa seemed to me t hat 
~hat waa the osay constructive thing t ha t could be done . 

Wi th regard to the quae tion of a Jaw1ah army, I have, 
a a you know, taken the poa1t1on tha t thie must be r e­
garded primarily aa a at1•1ot1y military ques t ion, and thAI 
6rit1ah and United States general s t affs l~ve de t ermined 
tho. t a· Je.,1sh army, ~ ae, would not be helpful nor 
desirable from the etanopOint or increasing the mill tar:r 
e f1'1ol.enoy oi' the Allied 1'01'089 in the fJ1tl<.llo e:aa t . Ae 
you know, one of the great d&tr i.J.Iente to the m111 t ar:r 
e i'i'iclency oi' t ooso 1'o1•c es ls the r aat that th o1•e a re 
already eo many national units among t he d1v! s1ona 
employed t here, namely , iH·1 tlsh , &.u s tralian, r olish, 
Free French, and YUgoslav. To add to those another 
national military unit woul ... J'\Jrely oe ~:Jt>klrl£ t. bad 
s1 tu&tlon worae. For rea,.ons which I know you \'I ill 
a ppreciate, nei ther the l.lrlt.!.:.h not· t:-" United !hatea 
ganer&l staff • wieh t o h ave t he ir doclsione in thla 
regard made publio . 

My bea t regarda, nnd uellevo ru~ 

Yours ver·y olncoro~y , 

Dr. llorr1e s. Lazaron, 
1914 Madiaon Avenue , 

Baltimore, Maryland. 
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..,, ....,, .. 'l'artMIII, 

Morrl• S. Loaaron 
l Ot•M...._A _ _ , ........ 

.....at,lMl 

I a w T a r II 0 1 \ 'I• 

,.... \lie ftl' i o.e tlapahhao 1'" N(lll la - Wlal-, that 7ft tit Jela wl\la \lie I Lhlal-lllre• 1a \lie appe.l tw a •" U'Mftl S.llrfttlaa poll• la ?a.l .. UAO. That le at -r• la tile 1'-' of tile •1re M04 u .. ntallllllllls . •• ...,. .. la eo-U• wUia wllat J.,..la lllallnola tolll • .u 
""" - ...... JeiM ___ ,.._ - - ... 1 .. 4lag ' """' .... -I\ ••• ,.. ......... ., .......... u ... J ,._ -.hapPF 
oo ... queoet fir tilt J.Mrleu J•llll C.C.SUM poalUn. 

1.- It ,.,.,. olaU .. Mil ftlr a •" .-- llalcftUoa ,.u.., -• -.latot .. lai'I':Or lo-a \llewe ••1<1 -· ••lt.llw .. Wl'l7 • • ••· .. , U h ••· ftle f.loalet-00111!"•• po ............. .,._ lMl ...... ... l a.-
··-· .. ..U ii' • fir lh •Jtr •Jonhe. n h pJ.arblr ~ OV Ml .... l ...... _,. lUi .. a<lTU \ "411 at JPltllll lbOrtallbt• ... •• .. tlrtlaer lte polltlaal ...-. a., Jelal .. 1a tbolr ..,...1, wlUl a l .... t lwr wru.:r .. ,,., If oane, Jt• lliaft oaur\llelaaa l tal<ell 
tile t...al\oe to - anan ... II tllelr poUUoal ala. 

1- 'I'M Uaosllt-Oo .. n,;c: 4 la aal~~~t • • .J•lob aN~V 
,..PEIPMe ftr tllo - pupooe. 

J ......... tba\ ........ ....-!It lila .. _ ........ .., 1ee4 ........ .u.s ...... \lie ..... , ..... .Jwf.lll C-'l\oe a.oadlft, !1ft .... , 7ft aoa -

1- 'l'bat lt 7ft ..,.. " pnaa fer a tHa ...,.. ... ,.uoa la l'aleat l• to .. oeatNlla4 'F , ... , ,_ "" Galllb t lD \llebt..., 
1- Ia llleft .., rea•a to 'Mlleft \I>M Wa plaa wlll 'M ....,._. altllar. \lie II'SUIII or ov .......... , 
"""" ... aU tile wu to *lela....,, •• .. , to .. .._,. lliM tllelr poUUoal II"-• aUt la thlo a roat 4- .................. ,_ .. 'M .... lao liiM \lie eo-!Uitl wUl H11tl ........ u .,..uaean l ,..,..., 'MU- U wlll .,. .. "' 1- ..., lllllalt ,.. _... ,.... pooUloa wltla .,... - O'l &-l•Un -., .... , ...... ,._ of •OJ••tatlnt 



I .... 
M orrie S. L a aoroo 

UU4 Mad& ... A,..rt\Mt 
Doltimor.-, Mo..ylond .... _ 

1M ,._u ••U M u4 I u..tUJ appla•W , .. , ,_ wo1llt 
•• • ;nll1• •• •• 1o_. of "u"ra •Uo•ll• ... oa aa, 
,...,..1 , .. , w.lt -~· till ...... 1_ lwtlll 01 ,,,, .. "le 
I a• of un*' J.oralU••· AC• a 1 • to ,... .. \110 1- of 
~U- &PM .... wwU H .U a 00 .... 111 .. I f_... IP lit' 
Jw... ' 1' 1o tar MUll' •• won ~ .. a .......... •-JoeUft 1111 
Gltlt lw.o - •nn ot -.olac --.••-lo " \bo 11'1 u Ill aat 
•...Ual wt•lll oe( ..-r1oaa po1le;r - •·•· PloeptaDOo of a alllor~ ota••• ~I' • tS. eat •Ullla • a 11ft or •• or n• a ,_,, 
Jeal' p ... -

UltMI' tlllaa \II'OU1ot •• 71101'• &1'1 u rall-h oa JVPI' -
111Uoo 'ftloll lo -.w .. tllo ieft.-1 Uooudoa .S\IIl \110 U oa1do • 
...,. .... rall-1• • t11a lloale\-OOPaaoo '"'· fth 11 bal'tl;r talr 

up to till rall-h, ,. oe.lUH II' tl 'lao .._., haoo llmll'f• 
ot, ,.._ aMPif diu :rw w111 ...,., "1 til M art 00 rtlldou 
ll•••· 11M JIS'O-l• ll ,., •11' a praoUoal oao. It ll .. , oae 
f'or ~ &lo• to ... u •• IU ~ll•Uou 1ae1PM •~a~~ .,...., 
...... , tor ulno- - .., .r.Ml-

Dta'\ \lll* fW a ,, oUUI' \Ia\ l 1Ma4 al0111 or t h&' 
ou rall-lllloal ...-. h ...at. ou ot M 7 2 7 7 •" tlllaa 110 
..-.. h .......................... , ,... .,... .. a·-·· " .... _ 
14. l'o &1'1 - la ,.._., of oi'CIUiitl .. oer III'O'IP• Jto plaa oaa 
lleJI •• aoooo4 Glolll -lato• tM* lal';l aat lllpertaet l'&ntatoal .,... *'* lo P"-h.lo••• nt aetl-Mftl.PI' eoUo•ll• eat 
poll'l.l&l U•l- .t.ef. .Ure al'l -:r lllpertaa• ~n 'IIIIo • Ul ....... , .... 

I .. -.?11-. ou lao\ otf'ort f'or .. u:r b 111r Jill•••• a411l'loo 
•a t'IIIU ...... lea wllllllll I ollall pl'la aa4 4h\rth•• -
--. .... '' lloJ pooplo tluoo1117l \Ill , ... ,,., Zlnll•• ao well ao 
,.,..zloeh••· 'lba will of - .... l'loa1•• u. 

TOll ha'l'l Mal M \ he boiiOI' •o Nf1 \ bat rq \ 11111rintr llao DeeP 
llol pfQl \1 J"ft• I a,ppnola\1 •••• OU' OOP'I'II'aa\loeo ha'l'l 'boee OP 
\ll8 Moll of por-1 frlolltll•oo aet 0111' Jo1a\ 4ooll'l " oorYO • 
...... , oauo. JIH( I ••- ,., , . , 1\ lo la \hh oplrU I 1fl'ltot 
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