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1 Morris 5. Lazaron
‘ 1914 Madison Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland

November 10, 1942
My dear friend:

I e preciste your letting me see the draft of jyour groposed reply

to Van Peassen's Proclemetion. It is, as you say, an sloquent arnd
moving stotement. No one could teke exception to what the Froclametion
5? . Large groupe of Jews, and I believe also non-Jews, teke firm
objection to what it implies.

The demsnd for a Jewlsh Army goes beyond the militery considerations,
which you so well point out. &n army is the symbol of sovereignty.
The demand for the army is & demend for political recognition. The
unpleasant aspect of the matter is the use of a valid humaniterian
eppeal to win sympathy for a weiled political goal.,

I believe the bulk of the support for this and other Zionist rojects
heag been won just because the politicel sim has been muted or con-
cealed snd the plea has been philanthrophy and justice. It is not
improbable that many of our Senstors, legislators and otker important
rersonages lent their nemes to Zionist efforts under this misapprehen-
sion. Mr. Bull's recent statement hss been distorted by Zionist
reporting into & confirmation of Zionist political aims. In their
propaganda the Zionists constsntly refer to "every Prezident since
Wilson™ as supporting the Jewish State, when an examination of these
documents, messages and statements reveals no political committment.
The Zioniets repreczert one point of view. Meny other Jews represent
another point of view. The Zionists are attempting to spesk for all
hmerican Jewry. We who do not agree present our position becauze we
do not wish to be misrepresented by owr silence, The Zionicis are
misusing expressions of officisl personsges to misrepresert the [osition
of the govermnment. The silence of the government lends support to

their claim. Does the government wish to contimue to have its position
micreprezented?
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The only wey such distortion cen be prevented is for an authoritative
volce to call atiention to the distinction between sympathy with
suffering Jewry, support of economic rehabilitetion in Pelestine, the
development of & Jewish homeland in Palestine — and: those objectives,
politicsl in their nature, to which no chancellory in the world hes
either pledged itsell or would st this juncture pledge itself. Such
a gtatement may irritste certein individuals end groups but it will
serve the good purpose of clarifying the issue. It will relieve the
State Depertment and the British Foreign Office of persistent and
unpleasent pressures. It will help those of us who have been doing
our best to see the picture whole - thaet is, in the light of the globel
strategy of the war. Fran:ly, my friend, thet help hes been too long
denied us. The very silence of official quarters makes our task of

education more difficult. One word from Weshington end London and the
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air will be clearea. Can't we have thet word end is not now the
time?

tou zay mele use of this letter in any quarters here or in London.
I sttach copy of the few paragraphs jou requested tue other day
but which evidenily ceme too late for use. Perhats in the
ressure of things it esceped your eye. It and this leiter
contain the basic ideas. Specialists in diplomatic language
surely could work out some well rounded document whose 8 pearance
wlll remove tnls irritating theme, at least in this eritical
Juncture, from the ersa of ;ublic argument. Such srocedur=s is

the only alterrative to a continuance of the resent unple=zant
situ=tion,

If I can be of eny help, ;lease call on me.

As alweys faltifully,

,%??/5

The Honarable Sumner Welles
Under Cecretary of State
Deartzent of State
Washington, D. C,
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Ky dear Dr. Van Paassen:

I reply to your letter of November 3, 1942, in-
viting me to become one of the signatories of a
Froclamation on the Moral Rights of Stateless and
Paleatinlian Jews,

I am in entire agreement allke with the general
statement of principle, and with the deep hlstoric
sentiment which led to the drawlng up of the Proclama=-
tionj but in one respect, I am obliged to make a re-
servatlion,

Formation of a Jewish Army turns in large measure
on highly technical military conziderations., BErlefly,
the military resources of the Unlted Natlons are
presently belng employed to the utmost., Commltment
of any of these resources at present must turn solely
on whether the particular commitment suggested is the
most useful employment of them which can presently be
made. This is atrictly a queatlon for the mllltary
authorities; and it would be improper for me to ex-
press & view on that point. I think you will fully
understand that position.

Except 1n reapect of the commitment to form a
Jewish Army, the text of the Declaration 1s an elo=-
guent statement of the rights of Jews in a clvilized
world with which every rlght-thinking person will
agrea,

Very truly yours,

Dr. Plerre Van Paassen,
1l East 44th 3treet,
New York Clty.
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I/we can unde stand your desi e to merk thie twenty-fifth anniversary of
the Balfour Declaration. It was issued in a troubled and uncertsin time and offered
hope to thousands whose lands had been overrun and whose homes had been destroyed.

In these twenty-five years, a great work of reconstruction hae teken place in
Palestine. It has been costly in money but immeasurably more costly in the sacrificial
devotion of men and women whose limitless energy and dauntless courage made green the
waste places, peopled the land with brave ploneers, dotted it with settlements and
developed its economic potentiallities, Agein in these latter yesrs, cruel hate Les
been unlsashed egainst Jews by those whose avowed purpose has been to destroy them.
Palestine has been & homeland for the driven and the opgressed,and the victims of a
tyrant's insenzate fury have found there & haven. The tragedy of the Jew moves every
heart, but mingled with our sympathy is our profound admiration of practical Jewlsh
ghilanturopic end economie achievement in Palestine.

The post war world may be marked b, great movecents of population, even as the
wer itself. The extent of such migrations cannot now, of course, be determined. Jews
811 over Furope have been forced to leave homes where they have lived for centuries,
as have Poles, Russiens, Greeks end other peoples among whom Jews lived. It i=s not
too much to hope thet with the implementation of the Atlantic Charter, the rights and
grivileges of citizenship will be restored to Jews and to ell those from whom thesze
righte and privileges have been taken. Nor is 1t too much to believe that these
rights will be gusranteed., Many Jews will return with their neighbors to the lanis
where their fathers lived. There will be Jews who will wi:h to settle in Palestine.
Certainly when the victory is won, as it will be won, the spade work has been done
and the land is already prepared to receive as large an immigration ss might be
pozsible in the circumstances.

We are engaged in a desperate war. Out of this war may well come concepts of
nation and nationality and sovereignty quite different than those we customarily

entertain, No area of the earth can ever again become the exclusive possession
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or £oDEeTn of any people but must be of interest to all, This ls particularly true
of Palestine.

This land is the birthplace ol the Hebrew people end its prophetic religiom,
Its naze evokes the anclent sanctities of Christendozm and holy mesoriea of the
Mohamsedan world, In this land the past reaches down into the present and the present
draws upon the past, so that in the futwe of Palestine are involved mot only toe
cemories of three great religlons and the needs and hopes of many Jews but the tangled
threads of many complex econoalic; politlcal and netional probless that exterd far
bejond the boundaries of Palestine and involve & vaster population than those who now
live within its bordera.

These sobering considersations entered into the Balfour Declarat.on, which wes
& sincers atteapt to satlsfy the historie, sentimental, racisl snd other factors which
erowd into that little land. These considerstlons are present in the pleture today.
And it is obvioua to all ressonsble men that they will continue to be pressct ln any
foresesables future. For this reason mo declaration political in its nature ls at
this tize wise or practical.

I/we share in the pride you must feel in the Jewish accomplishments in Palestine.
I/we anfare In complete sympathy with the widest possible economic development of the
land. I/we know, sa do you also, that this reconstruction will be best promoted
through the cooperation of the racisl, natloral apd religious groups wsho live there.
May Ood crown these elforts with success; that Palestine may becozse the homeland for
an ever increasing number of homelesz Jews of the world and from lte eecred soll the
living waters may go forth to revive the spirits and strengthen the hesrts of the
faithful of all peoples,
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November 5, 1942

My dear friend:

Thank you for the extremely able and
comprehensive draft which you were good
enough to send me with your letter of
October 31. As you say in your letter
tho matter had slready been handled - in
part at leaat - through the statements
made by ¥r. Mull on October 30, The broad
policy covered in your memorandum, however,
has not been dealt with and I think it
preferable for me to keep your memorandum
as o basis for consideration when a more
scute stage of the problem iIn which you
arl T are interested presents ltself. You
can be sure that 1t will be of great use
elther in the immediate or the more dlas-
tant {uture.

I shall hope to see you scon.
My best regards and belleve me

Yours most sincerely,

Rabbl Morrie 3. Lazaron,
1914 Madlson Avenue,
Baltimore, Maryland,

U:SW:DME
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Morris 5. Lazaron
1914 Madison Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland
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My deer friend:

£1, 1942

Following our conversation jesterday, T =z gled to
enclose these paragraphs.

To my surgrise, however, I sew in the morning paper
g statement alresdy made by Mr. Hull. I pregume the
dete of the meeting was pre-poned.

However, I believe you will sppreciate the good that
might follow if some such stetement sz the enclosed
might be uttered from authoritetive quarters. It
expresses the sympathy which we all feel. It also

sete forth the limitations withir the situation itself.
The chief goods that might be derived from zuch a
statement would be ® clzaring of the air cnd jossibly,
snd most important of 811, a shunting off of further
persistent pressures.

Tris wes done very guickly and in the wee, smsll hours
of the morning; so it is rather crudely wrought but
the points I wish to make are obvisus. I do hoge jou
might find some use [or them.

I look forwsrd to the evening jou suggested. It vas
very good indeed to see you, my Iriend.

Feithfully,

t'm:: j . éfw%———-ﬁ

The Honoreble Sumner Welles
Under Secretary of State
Departmant of Stete
Washington, D. C,
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I/we cen understend your desiie to marl thie twenty-fifth arniversery of
the Balfowr Declacation., It wes issved in & trouvbled and uncertsin time and offered
hope to thousends whoze lands hed been overrun and whose homes had been destroyed.

In these twenty-Tive jears, a grest work of reconstruction has token place in
Pelestine. It has beer costly in money but irmeasursbly; more costly in the sserifieisl
devotion of men and women whose limitless energy &nd deuntlese covrage mede green the
waste placee, peopled the land with brave ploneers, dotted it with settlements and
developed ite economic jotentislities. Agein in these latier jecrs, cruel hate has
been unleashed against Jews by those whose evowed purpose has been to destroy them.
Palestine hac been a homeland for the driven and the oprressed,end the vietime of a
tyrant's inseneate fury have found there & heven. The tragedy of the Jew moves every
kesrt, but mingled with ow sympathy is our mrofound edmiration of practical Jewish
rhilenthropie and economic achievement in Palecstire.

The post-wer world may be marked Yy greet novemente of rojpulation, even as the
war itself. The extent of such migrations eanrot now, of eourse, be determined. Jews
ell over Furope have been forced to lesve homes where they have lived for centuries,
8z have Poles, Russiane, Greeks end other peoples nmong whom Jewe lived. It 1is not
too much to hope that with the implementation of the Atlantic Cherter, the rights and
privileges of citizenship will be restored to Jews and to all those from whom these
righte and privileges have been taken. Nor is it too much to believe thet thege
righte will be guaranteed. Meny Jews will return with their neighbors to the lande
where their fathere lived. There will be Jews who will wish to settle in Palestine.
Certainly when the vietory is won, ss it will be won, the spede work has been done
fnd the land is already prepared to recelve &z large an immipration ss might be
poseible in the circunmetences.

We &re ernzesged in a desperate war. Out of this war ma; well come conceptz of
notion end natlonality and sovereignty quite different than those we customarily

entertein., Mo sres of the earth can ever agein become the exclucsive possession
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or concern of any people but muszt be of interest to ell. This is perticulsrly true
of Pelestine.

This land is the birthplace of the Hebrew people and its prophetie religiom.
Its neme evokes the anciernt sanctities of Christendom and holy memories of the
Mohammedan world. In this land the past reaches down into the present and the jresent
draws upon the past, so that in the future of Palestine are involved not only the
memories of three grest religions ard the reeds and hopes of meny Jews but the tengled
threads of many complex economie, political end netional jroblems that exterd far
beyond the boundaries of Pelcstine and involve & vester population than those who now
1live within its borders.

These sobering considerations entered into the Balfour Declaration, which wes
6 sincere attempt to setisfy the historle, gentimentel, racisl end other factors which
crowd into thet little land. These considerstlons are present in the pleture today.
And it is obvious to all reasonsble men thet they will continue to be present in any
forecesable future. For thiz reason no declsration politicel in its nature is at
this time wize or practicel.

I/we shere in the pride you must feel in the Jewish nceonplishments in Palestire.
1/we anfare in com,lete sympathy witk the widest possitle economic development of the
land. I/we know, es do you also, that this recomstruction will be best promoted
tkrough the cooperation of the racial, national and religlous groups who live there.
May God crown these efforts with suecess, that Pelestine mey become the homeland for
nn ever incressing number of homeless Jews of the world and from ite secred soil the
living waters may go forth to revive the gpirits and strengthen the hesrts of the

faithful of all peoples.
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STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES BY NON-ZIONIST RABBIS

We, Hobbis in American Istael, who believe in the universalism ol
Judaism's ethical and spiritual values and teachings, express our hearty
agreement with the following Statement drawn up by those who convenod
in Atlantic City, June lst and 2nd, 1942, for the purpose of giving voice to our
convictions and to discuss ways and means of giving greater emphasis in
Jewish life and thought to those doctrines and of securing wider recognition
and appreciation of them among our neighbars.

The special reason for our gathering is in the growing secularism in
American Jewish life, the absorption of large numbers in Jewish nationalistic
endeavors and the tendency to reduce the religious basis of Jewish lile to
a place of secondary importance. A further reascn for taking counsel together
is In our realization that at this time more than ever all men for their own
good and the good of mankind should give every emphasis to those moral
and religious values and principles that transcend boundary lines and hold
all men in o commeon bond of human fellowship.

1) We believe that the present tragic experiences of mankind abundantly
demonstrate that no single people or group can hope to live in freedom
and security when their neighbors are in the grip of evil forces
oither as perpetrators or sufferers. We hold therelore. that the solu-
tion of the social, economic and political problems of one people are
inextricably bound up with those of others. To this general rule
the problems of our Jewish people constitute no exception, though
unhappily we Jews are often the first victims of the distemper of
peoples and suffer most from the maladjusiments of society.

{2) We declare our unwavering foith in the humane and righteous
principles that underlie the democratic way of lile, principles first
envisaged by the Prophets of Israel and embodied in our American
Bill of Rights. In keeping with these principles we hold that the
Jowish people have the same right o live securely anywhere in the
world and to enjoy the fruit of their labor in peace as have men of
every other faith and historic background. We fervently hope and
earnestly trust that in the coming peace programs that right will be
fully recognized, unequivocally expressed, and inextricably woven
into the lexture of the new world order.

(3) Realizing how dear Palestine is to the Jewish soul, and how important
Palestinean rehabilitation is towards relieving the pressing problems
of our distressed people. we stand ready lo render unstinted aid to
our bretheren in their economic, cultural and spiritual endeavers in
that country. But in the light of our universalistic interprelation of
Jewish history and destiny, and also because of our concem for the
wellare and status of the Jewish people living in other paoris of the
world, we are unable to subscribe to or support the political emphasis
now paramount in the Zionist program. We cannol but believe that
Jewish nationalism tends to confuse our fellowmen aboul our place
and function in society and alse diverts our own attention {rom our
historic role to live as a religious community wherever we may dwell.
Such o spiritual role is especially voiced by Relorm Judgism in its
emphasis upon the eternal prophetic principles of lile and thought,
principles through which alone Judaism and the Jew can hope fo
endure and bear witness to the universal Geod.

The maladjustments of society and the consequent sulferings are at boitom
due to man's forgetfulness of the elementary decencies and wvirtues and lo
the violation of moral and spiritual principles that have universal validity. It
is incumbent therefore, upon all of us, Jews and non-Jews alike, to stress
to the utmost in thought, word and deed those teachings of our own religion
that are allinclusive, i we would permanently correct the evils that so often
bring suffering to mankind,

3



Relorm Judaiam. aa we conceive it is the comtemporary manlieslotion of
the etesnal prophetic spirt ol Isroel, through which clone Judaism cnd the
Jew live 1o winesa to the universal God.

Henry Barmston, Housion, Texos
Samuel H. Baren, Fr Lauderdale. Fla.
Elmet Bergor, Flint, Mich.

Louis Binstock, Chicogo, I

Sheldon H. Blank, Cincinnati. Ohis
laseph Blznt, Oklaboma City, Okla

L. Martimer Bloom, New York. M. Y.
Edward N. Calisch, Richmond. Va
Simon B. Coben. Brockiyn, M. Y.
Simon Cohn. Brooklyn, N. ¥

Baryl D, Cohon, Boaton, Mass,
Abraham Cronbach, Cincinnati, Ohio
Max C. Curmick, Erie, Pa

Julion B. Feibelman, Hew Orlsans, Lo.
Marria M. Feuerlicht, Indianapolis. Ind.
Marton C. Fiermon, Washingion, D, C.
Salomon A. Fineberg, Mi. Vemon, N. Y.
Wm. H. Finsshriber, Philadelphia, Pa.
Solomon Foster, Newark, N. |.

Leo M. Franklin, Detroit, Mich.
Ephroim Frisch, Son Anionio, Texas
Norman Goerstendeld, Washingion, D, .
Samuel H. Goldenson, New York. N, ¥,
A. D. Goode, York, Pa.

M. W. Gratl, Roancks, Vo

L. Ellict Gralmon, Long Beach. Cal
Millos Greanwald, Evansville. lnd.
lulius K. Gutmann, Danville, Va.

Carl N. Herman, West Palm Beach, Fla.
Abram Hirshberg, Chicage, 11
Maurice A. Hirshberg, Calumet City, 1L
Samuel Hirshberg, Milwoukes. Wis.
Absaham Holtsberg, Trenlan, M. [
Somuel D. Herwits, Camp Wolters, Tex,
Pizer W. Jocobe, Blytheville. Ark,
David Jacobson, San Antonko, Texas
Louis A. jossphscn, Cleveland, Miss.
Samusl Koch. Seattle. Wash.

E. A, Landau, Albany, Ga.

Isoce Landman, Brooklyn, N, Y.

5. Landmon, Kew Gardens, L. 1. N. Y.
M. & Lowaron, Balimore, Md,

David Lefkeowits, Dallos, Texas

David Lelkowite. Jr., Shreveport, La.

5. M. Lefkowits. Comp Livingston, La.

5. |. Levinson, Brocklyn, N. Y.

Aaron L, Weinstein, Jomaoica, L. L, N, Y.
David H. Wice, Newark. N. .

lonch B, Wise, New York. N. Y.

Louis Wik, Dayton, Ohilo

Samuel [. Wolk, Brooklyn, N. ¥.

Louis Wolsey, Fhiladelphia. Pa.
Naothon Stern, Now York, N. Y.

Alkan Tamhish, Horelion, Pa.

Mausice Thormer, Jersey Clty, N. I.
Bonjamin A. Tintner, Fi. Monmouth, N.J.
Leo E. Turite, Brodiord, Pa,

Sideoy E. Unger, Fi. Eustis, Va.
Somuel M. Silver, Univ. ol Maryand
Human E. Snyder, Springfield, IIL
George Sclomon, Savannah, Ga.
Solomon E. Siarrels, Albuguerque, N.M.
Maolcolm H. Ssern, Fhiladelphia, Pa.
lacab M. Rothschild, Pitaburgh, Pao.
Leonard . Rothelein, Harrisonburg, Va.
Eugene [. Sock, Philadelphio. Pa.

lra E. Sandera, Little Rock, Ark
Samuel Sondmel, Chapel Hill. N. C.
Hyman ]. Schochtel, New Yark, N, Y.
A. . Shaw, Baltimare, Md.

David D, Shot, Helena, Ark.

Abrahom Shusterman, Baltimore, Md
lesaph Rouch, Loulsville, Ky.

Sidney L. Regner, Reading, Pa.

Irving F. Reichert, San Francisco, Cal.
Victor E. Reichen, Cincinnatl, Ohio

Max Reichler, Brooklyn, N. Y.

William Rosenou, Baliimaore, Md.
lerame Rosenbloom, New Yook, M. Y.
Williom F. Rosenblum, Now York, N. Y.
Clilton H. Levy, Now York, N. Y.
Eugene Mannheimer, Des Moines, lo.
Charles Mantinband, Williamaport, Pa.
David Marx, Atlonta, Ga.

A Prefatory Word to Americans of Jewish Faith

What do Jews want from this war?
Nothing more nor less than what our fellow-citizens want:

Victory for the Allied Nations, because in that victory
are bound up the freedom of men and the future of
civilization:

The right of all men to live as citizens anywhere in
the world and to be secure in that right so long as they
assume and fulfill the obligations of citizenship;

The implementation of the Atlantic Charter and the
Four Freedoms which reestablish decency, honor and
justice as the basis for intemational law and elevate
the co-operative fellowship of free peoples as the goal
of the nations.

This is no time to press special interests, To do so is to
divide counsel and to play into the hands of the Axis. All
efforts of all citizens must be centered on the one task—

winning the war.

We recognize the probable need for countless thousands of
all faiths to migrate after this holocaust is ended. We view
with anguish their plight and sulfering and pledge our assist-
ance to their readjustment to any new environment. including
Palestine, which can be accomplished.

American Jews profoundly desire to find homes for their
driven fellow Jews. They wish to see the doors of Palestine
open to the largest possible Jewish immigration. They would
gladly share in the economic and cultural rehabilitation of
Palestine, of which they have already cheerfully bome a
large share of the cost irrespective of their feeling on the
subject of Jewish nationalism.

American Jews take the position that the unity which binds
Jews together is their common religio-cultural heritage. It has
nothing to do with politics,

Americans Jews reject the philosophy of diospora-nationalism
—{the theory that Jews living outside Palestine are "in exile’).
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American Jews cherish their American citizenship and would
have none other. Their loyalty is exclusively to the United
Siates of America.

THE ISSUE IS NOT PALESTINE RECONSTRUCTION. The
issue is the secularistic philosophy and the political program,
methods and goals of certain groups which are not so numer-
ically important as their representations might lead the public
fo infer.

This crisis is being viewed by loo many pecple as Palestine’s
opportunity. This is a wrong

This is the hour of lsrael’s and the world's greatest danger
—and there is an enormous diference in the strolegy neces-
sitated by the respective concepts.

I am not ready to swallow England’'s policies whole—but
it would be tragic if we failed to put first things first!

I sympathize with Indic and with Ireland but they too are

making the mistake of thinking in opportunistic terms rather
than in terms of the actual preservation of their lives.

The Atlontic City meeting will we believe mark a tuming
peint in American Jewish life. Robbi Berger's paper, which
was read ol that meeting, indicates a practical program of
action. What we need is organization. We must bring before
the American Jewish community an essentially American
lewish poinl of view. We have been silent thus far and our
voice has not been heard. We must pool our resources and
organize cur power. And they are great.

Let us begin as the paper suggests by bringing together in
every community men and women who see the situction as
we see it. We believe the laymen are waiting for some sign
of leadership. The committee on Lay and Rabbinical orgami-
zation is composed of Robbis Goldenson, Jonah B. Wise,
Hyman Schachtel, Rabbis Elmer Berger, Louis Wolsey, William
Fineshriber, Irving Reichert, William Rosenau, Norman Gersten-
feld and Morris Lazaron. [t is prepared to help in every way.
We shall be happy to send speakers for your meetings, forums
and discussions,

Further copies of this pamphlet may be secured upon request.
Copies of Rabbi Lazaron's pamphlet “Is This the Way?" are
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also available. We can send you also mimeographed copies
of all papers read at the Atlantic City meeting by Rabbis David
Philipson, Isaac Landman, Morris Feuerlicht, Abraham Shuster-
man and Morris Lozaron.

We are furthermore anxious to print a bi-weekly eight page
bulletin or paper which will be the voice of our movement
and its instrument of education. At the present time all the
agencies of publicity and propaganda are in the hands of
the other side.

These things all toke money. We call upen all who agree
with us that we face the most serious situation which has ever
confronted American Jews to contribute toward the promotion
of this work.

MORRIS 5. LAZARON, Chairman
Committee on Lay-Rabbinical Ce-operation



THE FLINT PLAN

* A Program of Action for American Non-Zionists
By Rabbi Elmer Berger

The following discussion is the record of one community's
rise in "righteous might” against a false and what, if left
unchallenged must inevitably be a Munich-kind of peace for
the non-nationalistic, non-Zionist Jews of American Israel. The
organization of non-Zionist opinion and forces in Flint was not
taken out of any hasty anger or any ill-considered reactions
to any single, isolated incident in the long record of the
Jewish nationalist's relentless exploitation of the non-Zionists'
silence and disorganization. It came as a positive response
to a long-restrained demand for expression of an interpretation
of Jewish life which significant numbers of American Jewry
are convinced is spiritually more satisfying and practically
more harmonious with the declarations of free men expressing
the emergent forces of the post-war world than are the restric-
tive and segregating philosophies of nationalism which belong
to a European-controlled world of the last century. The Flint
program represented an informed rebellion against the corrosive
forces of Jewish nationalism. It did not seek to create conflict
in Israel. It simply and honestly recognized an already
existent conflict between two, fundamentally irreconcilable
philosophies of Jewish life and hopes. It proceeded in true
democratic fashion to meet the opposition in that conflict upon
something like even terms. It was a declaration, by action,
that the non-Zionist Jews of Flint would no longer be committed
to nationalistic programs by default and silence and disorgani-
zation. It was an organized affirmation of those values and
characteristics of Jewish tradition which we believe to be the
best and truest representation of Israel’s historic destiny.

One more word of introduction seems necessary. [ trust that
I shall be forgiven the many personal allusions in this paper.
But for myself and for every member of the group, this was as
much a personal as a group experience. There were no
patterns for such action in American Jewish life. Personal con-
victions, integrity with those convictions and a determination to
end the silence which has made us accessories after the fact

* This paper is printed through the courlesy of the Flint Non-Zionist group.
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of conslant misrepresentation of Jewish Life by those who pre-
sume to speak for ALL Jews —these were the forces that
brought the group together. Unless each person, coming to
the group, felt these things keenly, he was discouraged rather
than encouraged to join with us. I is therefore inevitable that
much of this discussion be concerned with a rather personal
and intimate story.

For these reasons loo, it is a bit dilficult to present any
chronological record of the events which led o the organization
of this Flint commitlee to oppose political Zionism, diospora
nationalism and secularism In the community’'s Jewish life.
For the factors which led to the crganization of that group a
few months ago were a compound of tangible, external events
in the community’s life and of intangible factors which have
te do with personalities end community character. [ wish that
I might be able to offer my non-Zicnist colleagues of the
American Rabbinate some surefire formula for the creation
of such local groups which might then be coordinated into some
articulate, national organization. For the time has come when
it must be the devout wish of every man who opposes the
increasing politicalizing of Jewish life that “like-minded” rabbis
will stand forth as leaders in a program of positive action that
will enlist in active participation the “like-minded” laymen of
American Jewry,

Although there is no ready-made formula for the creation
of such laymen groups, 1 am sure that there must exist in the
congregations of each of the men who have subscribed 1o our
view-point, the same elements and attitudes that existed in my
own congregation. By reason of an essentially religious and
universalistic interpretation of Jewish tradition and opposition
to nationalism and secularism, each of you must have the
same potential forces in your community as 1 found existent in
my own. For however much all of us may sometimes question
the effectiveness of the pulpit, over long periods of time, con-
gregations do take on characlers and aftitudes that directly
reflect their leadership.

So that while there may be no ready-made formula, 1 think
we may start with the assumption thal our communities held
in common the elements from which the starting formula may
be compounded; leadership that stands in unmistakable oppo-

10

sition o nationalism and secularism and the hard-won fruits
of such ministries in the form of sympathetic attitudes among
at least significant numbers of our laymen. By way of intro-
duction, one more encouraging word might be added. Many of
you will have an advantage which [ did not have in Flint. The
Relform congregation in Flint is a new congregation, less than
fifteen years old. Michigan is a stronghold of Zionism, perhaps
becaouse liberal, American Judaism is 20 new o every com-
munity of the state. The associations of people in my con-
gregation with Jews in Detroit, for example, are almost entirely
associations with Orthodox or Conservative Jews. Even within
the community itself, the break that resulted in the formation of
the Reform Temple is of such recent date that the line of
demarcation between the Orthodox and Reform congregations
is not clear and the soversignty of the Temple is often pul to
question in its right to interpret Jewish values in accordance
with its own philosophy whenever such interpretations run
counter to vaguely defined but violently expressed wishes
for an impossible uniformity, called unity. The Temple's sov-
ereignty is often put to question by members of the Temple
themselves, o number of whom still retain a kind of nostalgic
membership in the “schul.”

1 tell this story by way of background not to inflate the
difficulties which our Flint, non-Zionist group encountered.
Rather the opposite. The fact that we have crected an anti-
nationalist group in such an environment, is a source of en-
couragement. For many Reform Rabbis serve congregations
with older and firmer traditions in Reform and in older and
more stable communities. The success of our group in Flint,
in the face of these difficulties which are al least less in many of
your communities, ought, I hope, to help demonstrate the
feaseability, perhaps even the practical necessily of the creation
of such groups in other communities in American lsrael.

It may seem surprising, after the recital of this background,
for me to say first of all that the actual crganization of our
group was practically a spontanecus action. For my years
of ministry in Flint, through uncompromising opposition fo
nationalism, [ had prepared the attitudes that now, spontan-
eously, demanded action. But each of the non-Zionists of the
Rabbinate and many of them for longer periods of service, has
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done the same. Finally, this year, the Temple's persistent re-
sistance o the many shapes and forms of political Zionism
crysiallized a more than usual opposition among the Zionists.
Probably following the pattern in the larger Zionist scene in
which American Zionists are now desperately pressing for the
realization of their political hopes, the Flint Zionists sought to
push what they thought was their advantage. They were
somewhat more desperate and comespondingly more pitiful
in their attacks. When they discovered that the usual threats
and abuse and their sanctimonious pleas for “unity” availed
them nothing, they delermined lo force the issue to a show-
down. | was persuaded, at first much ogainst my betler
judgment, to participate in a debate upon the issue of Zionism.
The debate was to be held before the entire Jewish community
and with much hesitation [ finally accepted the challenge.

My hesilation was coused by my own doubls about the
possibility of success in presenting the anti-nationalistic argu-
ments in terms which might be understood by a group of people,
many of whom had not been previously prepared for it in any
way by any associations with liberal, universalistic Judaism.
This debate crystallized the results of my years of opposition
to Zionism in Flint. The resull was more than gratifying. The
audience, much of it Orthodox or unaffiliated, was delinitely
hostile at the beginning. No decision was to be made for the
debate, but after [ left the platform, dozens of people thanked
me and teck pains to explain that they had never undersiood
Zionism before; indeed, they had never heard the non-Zionist
view-point before; that they were not nationalists; that they
ware interested in refugee assistance for the most part and
some few in cultural possibilities in Palestine, but that they were
definitely not in sympathy with the Zionist politicalizing of
lewish life and were unaware of such politicalizing in many
areas of American Jewry.

1 was encouragingly surprised al such a response from
pecple whom [ had thought to be unredeemable Zionists but
who now admitted to me that they were not and had not under-
stocd what they were supporting by their rather uncritical sup-
port of what they believed to be charity. It seemed to me then,
as | heard these confessions, that if such « forthright statement
as | had made at this debate could produce such a favorable
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reaction in Flint, there must be other and clder communities
where a forthright stand and a definitive explonation could
produce still more desirable results. The same though! appar-
enlly occured to a significant group in my own congregation
who hod heard the debate. For a day or so later, I was called
by one of the younger men in the congregation. He csked
me H I would meet with him to discuss the pessibility of
organizing a local group which would positively affirm the
religious character of Israel and actively resist the nationalizins
and secularizing tendencies of the Zionists. We did meet. V-
decided to explore the possibilities of such a group. We care-
fully examined the Temple's membership list and selected oul
a small group of representative people whose convictions we
were sure were in accord with ours. We determined thal to
begin with it must be a small group, sure of its ground, well
encugh informed in Jewish history to be able to defend itself
against the inevilable attack of the notionalists, For about four
years | had conducted a study group in Jawish history and this
group served as the nucleus of the antinationalist group,
although there were more in the latter and not all of the study

group saw their way clear to participation,

At any event, we telephoned the people whom we had
selected. We used no pressure of any kind. We tried to
sell them nothing. We were not sure encugh ourselves of any
specific program to advertise one. In simple, straight-forward
language we iold these people what we hoped to do and asked
them to come io the organizational meeting if they thought they
might like to explore the possibilities of such a group with us.
Everyone who had been called came. It was the most inspiring,
religiously-minded, sober meeling that a much meeting-
beleagured rabbi ever attended.

It was just about this time that the preliminaries were laking
place, leading to the Atlantic City meetings. It was exiremely
interesting for me 1o see how the aftitudes, the fears and the
hopes expressed in both of these preliminary discussions fol-
lowed an almost identical pattern.

We were, for example, much concermned about a nome for
the group. Involved in these deliberations were realizations
of the danger of appearing to be only a negative group, standing
in opposition to something and not positively sponsoring a pro-
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gram ourselves. Through a discussion of that single problem, the
qmup!innlifhundlhwafwihlmnﬁmﬂmthmmhwhh
life, IT WAS JUDAISM THAT REPRESENTED WHAT THEY
WANTED BY WAY OF REPRESENTATION OF JEWISH LIFE
IN THE COMMUNITY. For this reason, the group was un-
satisfied with its own, first selection of a name, "The Flint
Committes in Opposition to Political Zicnism."

The almost inevitable way in which Judaism emerged as the
focal point of this group's interest as a result of this discussion
is, 1 think, significantly important. Take a similar group from
your own community with antinationalist convictions. Start
them and encourage them in the thinking that revolves about
this problem. Unless Flint is unique, if that discussion is care-
fully directed, that group must inevitably amive as ours did, at
such an unshakable conviction about the centrality of the
synagogue in Jewish life as will not be produced by number-
less academic discussions or resclutions. The best part of the
process will be that they will arrive there themselves, without
actually knowing how they came to such a conclusion. After
much consideration we decided to leave the difficult problem of
a neme unsclved for the moment. It was not indispensable
anyhow, since we haod no intention of seiting oul on a mem-
bership crusade and these who responded to the call were
sufficiently convinced of the desperate need for the work to
be done to proceed to do it even if the workers had no formal
name. The possible implications of illegitimacy were not over-
locked by Zionists! Before we again discussed possible names,
notice came lo us of the Atlantie City meeting and we deter-
mined to be nameless, pending what we hope will now be a
movement in the direction of a national program, embracing
the tolality of non-Zionists in American lsroel

I do not want to lengthen this discussion with any recital of
mechanics which may seem trivial. But the opposition, des-
perately scared by even the intimation of the formation of such
a group will exploit every lactical mistake and if this discussion
of the experience of the group in Flint serves to encourage the
formation of other groups, in other communities, [ willingly
confess our errors in the hope that future groups may avoid
them. Since the group had crystallized about my own leader-
ship and opposition to Zionism, there was general agreement
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that I ought 1o officially head the crganization. But it seemed
to me then and it seems o me now that unless and until such
a movement becomes better established, the Rabbi would do
better not to be known as the official leader of such a group.
In its present, embyro siate, we felt that the group should have
no official connection with the Temple; that vulnerable as the
Temple is, through the Rabbi's position. the Temple cught not
to be made an issue or unnecessaritly involved. For this reason,
we determined to meet outside the Temple. The group early
realized that if it formed the committee and impaired the con-
gregation it might have won a batile. but would lose the war.
But as a group, organized by laymen and at least officially
directed by laymen, the Rabbi may give of his time and services
as he will, at the invitation of the group, just as Zionist Rabbis
give of their time and services to the many Zionist organizations.
MNon-Zionist Rabbis who will perform such services will find, [ am
sure, as [ found, that unlike the Zienist Rabbis, such services
will be an investment in synagogue support and interest which
will yield limitless returns. But the Rabbi, as yel, ought not o
accept office in the group and in every formal way, the group
ought to be independent of the synagogue.

So profoundly interested in the welfare of the syncgogue
was this group that its primary consideration in ils own forma-
tion was the effect that such a group might have upon the
synagogue itself. The only hesitant note in the whole meeting
sounded upon the welfare of the Temple. Would such a group
which must inevitably be preponderanily of Temple members,
split the congregation? We determined also, that we would
not welcome any unaffilisted Jews to the group, for we wished
to emphasize its religious character, | pointed out to those in
attendance at the meeting that 1 was sure our action would
not divide the congregation. My ewn position had been un-
mistakably clear for years. The pulpit was definitely and
uncompromisingly anti-naticnalist. When I had first come 1o
Flint there had been several resignations from the congregation,
with other excuses cHfered, but obvicusly because I had refused
to cooperate with the Zionists, Otherwise, there had been the
constant pressure and the frequent sniping of the usual Zionist
tactics, but no serious impairment of the congregation’s life.
Besides, our group promised a blood-transfusion of increased
interest and support. IN SHORT, WE WERE NO LONGER TO
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BE INTIMIDATED BY THE USUAL CRIES FOR UNITY AND
CHARGES OF SECESSION FROM JEWISH LIFE.

We proceeded then, after these preliminaries, io the election
of officers and lo some attempt to formulate a program. We
were ever conscious of the fact that our activity must not be
only negative; a kind of religiously metivated defense organi-
safion. What was needed was education; an exploration and
explanation of Jewish history to establish the legitimacy and
superiority of our religiously-centered interest in Jewish life.
For the root of the nationulist evil in America is ignorance; a
failure to understand its methods and its goals which allows
for a deft confusing of philanthropy end pelitics which has
completely disarmed most American Jews.

Uniortunately, there must also be attack upon the perversions
and distortions of Jewish life resulting from the deleterious
affects of nationalism. The program must do two things. It
must be a process of seli-education for the anti-nationalist group.
for they must become ambassadors of our view-point lo the
Jewish community, as individuals as well as a group, when
they would be inevitably challenged by the opposition. The
program must alse lock to public relations; lo pronouncements
which would be authoritatively made and publicized, os news,
for both Jews and non-Jews to read; a counter-atiack designed
o destroy the already prevalent notion that all Jews are
nationalists—a notion created and encouraged by those who
issue statements in the name of ALL Jews.

So we clarified our purposes and began to work. The first.
concrete task that the group undertock was the printing and
distribution of copies of the statement that I had made for the
debate in Flint. Enthusiastically, with the same sponioneity
with which the group had first come together, the money was
oversubscribed. We hope to publish ourselves or help with
the publication of still other literature which we hope will be
authored by men who have always seen the menace of nation-
alism to our hopes as religious liberals and who will now find
the courage, through organization, to broadcast those fears
and to re-emphasize those hopes to a confused American Jewry.
We hope to bring an occasional, prominent anti-nationalist
speaker to Flint and to have such men speak against nation-
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alism guite as vigorously as the Zionists broadcast their view-
point. We are hoping that positive, praciical action will be
taken by the non-Zicnists of the nation and for the furtherance
of such action we are prepared lo contribute support. We are
going to demand—and receive—representation, as a group,
on the Executive Board of the Flint Welfare Federation, ancther
place where ontinationalists have been completely ignored.
We hope that some day this movement will gather sufficient
strength 1o help us investigate and explore the secularizing
of Jewish life that is subsidized by the whele federation scheme
and particularly how that scheme, supporied so largely by
non-Zionist money, fosters the political forces which a relig-
iously-minded Israel opposes. I have been asked by some
of the group to start again the series of lessons on Jewish
history, which some of them have already heard. We hope
perhaps to publish another pamphlet which will discuss certain
pivotal events in Jewish history from a religious view-point
I am plemning to read them as much Zionist literature as they
can stand. | intend to prove to them, as I have proven for
myself, that the major premise of the Zionist has been histori-
cally and still is contemporanecusly, an assumption of inevit-
able defeat for the hopes of the Jews in the western world and
therefore an assumption of defeat for the liberal world itself.
I have already discussed with them some of the papers pre-
sented by Zionists in the Central Conference of American
Rabbis, pointing out o them how these men invariably begin
with this assumption of defeat and invariably quote the anti-
Semites of history for authorative stalemenis about Jewish life.
I want them to see that Zionism is an escapist philosophy that
must lead to frustration becouse in the end, the Jew cannot
escape even if he should try. We discussed Rheinhold Nieh-
buhr's articles for “The Nation" and they scon saw how his
withdrawal from liberal, religious attitudes and his spiritual
defeatism fitted into this patiern.

There is, it will be found, abundant work to be done and an
abundance of material with which to do it. Bible classes and
history classes and discussion groups take on added interest,
for what was once only academic is related, through this group,
io an immediate and urgent problem in Jewish living. Once the
group was started, it generated its own interest. It moved
eagerly from question to question, for the elfects of nationalism
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need be no
\ouched every fibre of Jewish life. There
::::.cuurchiugu:*hipmtdthuﬁuhbihdhcuﬂmn-
terial. For what has happened has now become clear to us.
The encrusted inhibitions have been stripped from this group’s
interest in Jewish values. They have re-discovered t‘na_kﬂmﬂ
of Reform Judgism. [ hear them repeatedly talking of
“prophetic Judiasm.” And all this they find as stimulating
as it must have been to these who fought 1]:.- battle for Reform
three-quarters of a century ago. The complexion of the Western
Jew has not changed! He Is still not a nationalist!  But we
have, to this date, given him no cpportunity lo exprass I:.ifnnli
or to meet logether or test his strength together with "like-
minded” fallow-Jews.

1 end as | an. There is no formula that I may recom-
mend to you ;Eqm formation of such groups. The most amaz-
ing characteristic of the Flint group wos the spontaneity of its
formation and 1 can but remind you that the same elements
that made for such action must be present in every community
thet has had non-Zionist leadership.

One more word however, cught to be added; a wmﬂ of
motivation to urge you to move out into your communities and
to reap the benefits and crystallize the results of the Judaism,
free of nationalism, which you have taught and preached. ltis a
word of motivation, motivated itself, mot by pride in any
ideclogy nor by any vain desire to sea tangible results of your
labors, however justifioble or human those desires may be.
But @ word of motivation, motivated by what is now an im-
perative necessity in our leadership for American Israel. This
organizing of laymen ought to be accomplished—and soom,
because unless we establish such organizations we shall have
failed in our responsibilities to those men and women who are
the heart and blood of Reform—and there are mere of such men
and women than you or I have suspected and many more than
the Zionist cares to admil. If we faoil to organize these non-
nationalist laymen and o make articulate our religious and
universalistic viewpoint; if we fomil to affim, with visible
strength, our undivided allegionces to America and our un-
shakable faith in the declared purposes of the United Nations;
if, by remaining silent and divided, we continue to accept. by
default, the segregation, the particularistic war aims for Jews
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as pul forth by the political nationalists among our people; i
we continue on as we have, we shall fail in cur responsibilities
as leaders, not alone to Reform but to the whole historic past
of our people and to the future of Israel as well. For it cannot
be that this people has lived and suffered and triumphed over
numberless tyrants simply to give testimony ot last to the
necessity of a tiny political slate emanaling its restrictive and
stultifying philosophy of diaspora notionalism as the ultimate
pattern of human hopes. Had this been its goal, this people
would net be unique and if now, by silence, we allow this to
become its goal we shall have sold our birthright for @ mess
of potlage.

Because of the character of the Jewish community of Flint as 1
have described it, there must be more non-nationalist Jews in
many other communities of America than | found in my own.
Everywhere, this group of Jews who have repudiated Jewish
naticnalism needs leadership and needs it desperately. And
we, the Rabbis who have repudiated nationalism need the sup-
port that these laymen will gladly give if we hope fo make our
interpretation of Jewish values articulate and significant in the
American scene. For these laymen need direction and leader-
ship and we need the broad base, the wide financial supponrt,
the strength of numbers to maich our convictions in any test
of strength with the corroding influences of nationalism. What
little the Flint group has done and hopes to do, demonsirates,
I think, the efficacy of such organizations. And such organiza-
tions will meet the philosophies which we oppose upon the
level of reality: testing in free, democralic technique, the
strength of a tradition which has many limes before triumphed
over despair and hopelessness and ghetto walls.

This group of anti-nationalist Jews comprises the forgotten
men of American lsrael. Like other forgotten men, they are
growing bitter and resentful of Jewish life. Their attitude may
well be illustrated by the remark that came lo me frequently in
my discussions with our group in Flint We were searching
about for some national organization which might lend us sup-
port and give us status. We found that there is not a single
organization in an over-organized Jewry that would touch such
a group and call it blessed. Everywhere there are these frus-
trating compromises and endless searchings for a formula for a
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unity which is either impossible or evasive. We wrote a great
many letters and always came up against the same exasperat-
ing barriers. Finally, in almost wrathy resentment at the whole
Jewish scene, one of the members of the group said, in language
stronger than 1 may use here, "This is a job for the Reform
Rabbinate of America. They and they clone have an unmis-
takable responsibility to provide such leadership in American
lewish life.”

This statement was o commentary of implied dissatisfaction
with this Rabbinate for having failed to provide such leadership
—and it was made by a friend. It is a commentary which we
ought not longer to ignore. 1f we do ignore il one of two
things will happen to these anti-nationalist Jews. We may lose
them to Jewish life as they have been lost to other Jewries in
other ages. Or their rising resentment ot the relentless nation-
alization of Jewish life will reach into the council chambers of
some existent orgenization or will generate some new organi-
zation in American Jewry. Without the leadership of the Rab-
binate it will become another secular movement in Jewish life.
As such, our own, religious hopes for Israel which lead us to
opposition to nationalism, will be frustrated for such o SECULAR
movement against notionalism could be only cssimilationist
and negative. And we will then sit and wring our hands at
another opportunity lost. This would be the final, logical con-
clusion to our fears of nationalism, carried into reality in Jewish
life becouse of our own failure to provide some affirmative and
organized religious leadership.

It is not enough that we fight this evil, poisonous growth,
belonging to nineleenth century European philesophies, as
individuals or even as a group of Rabbis. It is not enough
that we remain neutral while the opposition fights tooth and
nail for the realization of its goal. To refuse to join the issue
because it may produce a quamel is to duplicate the short-
sighted diplomacies of liberals everywhere in the world who
constantly appeased because they hated war. Eventually they
had to figh! anyhow for between these two forces there can be
no real peace. The force we resist is organized upon a national,
even an international scale and it includes laymen as well as
Rabbis. The burden and strain of trying to fight Zionism alone,
in Flint or anywhere else, must scon end in destroying our
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hopes lor the task is too great It is at least a task for a
national erganization. We must determine to meet it on that
scale and no longer talk of "peace for our time” while we are
blitzkrieged one by one.

That such efforts, organized in every community end led
by mnumohdlr liberal Judaism must meet Mlh.r:u::u-. I
am con R communities larger than Flint and particu-
larly in those communities where there are more than one
Heform congregation, the task of organizing such laymen
groups would be unbelievably easy and the presence of such
groups in the larger centers would. in tum, make it possible 1o
develop units in smaller communities. 1 know, for example,
that if some such national movement were started, skeptical
pecple would then come o our group in Flint in important
numbers. Through such organizations synagogued Jews, for
such groups will be composed of synagoqued Jews, will find
as our group found that they will take their liberal Judaism with
them into the redlities, into the vexing problems of a troubled
Jewish community. They begin to see and recognize secular-
ism at first hand and they will join the Rabbi in the problem
of attempting to combat it. Where such organization might
lead eventually, I do net know. But [ would not fear its destiny
ﬁﬂmrﬂllgiaunhudmddlibemlludnilmululhnuppcb
lunity to lead and direct and discipline it.

American Jewry knows of the beginnings that have been
made io provide an answer to Jewish nationalism at the Atlantic
City meetings. Unless I am much mistaken, significant num-
bmautihmluwwiuwm:hmw.meﬂymdmmﬂwﬂr
lo see whether or not we have the vision and courage to trans-
late our convictions into action. Much of this community of
lews is weary, discouraged, depressed. Because of Zionist
propaganda which permeates its very life through a carefully
designed and efficiently organized movement, this Jewry could
be nothing but weary, discouraged and depressed. For this
movement feeds upon defeated hopes and premises its argu-
menis upon the doctrines of the anti-Semites of history. [ hope
we shall meet the challenge, which we have only acknowledged
by the Atlantic City meeting and our Statement of Principles,
with a vigor and a dynamism worthy of the cause we represent,
I hope that through the darkening clouds of nationalistic per-
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versions, our resolve to lead these undefeated, anti-nationalist
Jews will burst as a warming sun. [ hope we shall find the
courage and the vision not merely 1o utter high-sounding, well-
meaning platiorms, essential though they may be. I hope we
shall toke our liberal Judaism into the teeth of this despair and
confusion and in definite, positive action with the laymen of
like minds who are ready for such leadership, | hope we shall
cheer them with on expansive hope and say to them—and
mean it—" '‘Comfort yel Comfort ye! my people,’ ever more
clearly saith thy Ged.”

A Foomole on Evenis Since Atlantic City

Since the Atlantic City meeling, at which this paper was read,
evenis have moved encouragingly in the direction of a program
of action for the non-Zionists of American Jewry.

At the Atlantic City meeling, a commitiee for Lay-Rabbinic
Cooperation was appoinied. Dr. Morris S, Lazaron has accepted
the chairmanship. Working with him on the committee are
the following Rabkis: Dr. Samuel Geldenson, Dr. William Rose-
nau, Dr. Louis Welsey, Dr. Willilam Fineshriber, Dr. Jonah B.
Wise, Rabbi Hyman Schachtel, Rabbi Norman Gerstenfeld,
Rabbi Elmer Berger and Rabbi Irving Reichert.

The commitiee has had one meeting, since the Atlantic City
meeting. It has prepared the final draft of a Statement of Prin-
ciples and secured sufficient funds to publish that declaration
in the form of a halipage advertisement in the New York
Times. The statement will also be released as news to the
various news agencies of the country. Pledges of funds 1o
carry on the progrom have also been received from a number
of sources.

Local units, such as are described in this paper have already
been called together in Baltimore, by the four Baltimore Rabbis
and plans for units in Philadelphia, Washington and New York
are already made. The Baltimore Rabbis were most enthus-
istic about the meeting which they called in that city. Re-
porting the results of that meeting to the Committee when it
met in Philadelphia on June 22, Dr. Rosenau declared that it

was among the most inspiring and impressive meetings he
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Thus, the experiences of Flint have already been duplicated in
another community.

Plans are being formulated for the publication of a magazine
which will articulale cur view-point. The commitiee awaits
only funds and an expansion of this movement before
available educational material which is already at hand,

None of the committee underestimates the size of the task
that confronts it but with the active cooperation of sympathetic
men in the Reform Rabbinate, it is also confident of lpuc:en
W'h_ul has already been done in these cities mentioned above
indicates the practical possibilities of this plan. YOU CAN DO
THE SAME IN YOUR COMMUNITY!



I agree that it is imperative for those of us who subscribe to
the religious interpretation of Israel’s history to organize our strength
to oppose the influences of secular nationalism and to educate Amer-
ican Jews to a complete understanding of the dangers presented by
attempts to politicalize Jewish life. I will therefore, assist in effect-
ing some such organization as that described in ‘‘The Flint Plan’’
in my own community.

I would like material that may be available for use with such
a group,

I would like assistance from the Lay-Rabbinic Committee through
a speaker whom the Committee will recommend.
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Mr, Msurice Werthelm, Fresident
American Jewisgh Committes

%88 Fourth dvenue

New lork Oity

Dear Meurice:

Since enjoying the warmth of yowr wonderful hoepltality and the rare
besuty of your home, 1 have wanted to write you. I have waited, however,
until I hed time to think through the things sbout which we talked.

My thoughts bave crystallised during these ten days. While, as jyou
know, I appreciate tbe sineerity of youwr motives, have been moved by
your infinite patience and stirred by the amount of time and work you
have put into the proposed sgresment, you would not want e to be
otherwise than frank - &s I would expect you to be with me.

There are two motives behind the proposed sgreement: one, Jewish need;
the other, the desire for Jewish unity, Both are praiseworthy. But if
Jewieh need, which is certainly the more imjortant, can be met otherwise,
ghould one sscrifice yrinciple for unity? In the end there can be no
real unity on principle between thea and us Decause we start from diff-
grent premiges. There cen be unity on concrete progrem. Let ua, there-
fors, unite to find howes, but do not let us yislg principle. There

{s something more to this situation than merely making & bargsin.

While I do not have %he text of the proposed egreement, I believe I
assimilated ite content, My thinking about the subject bhas only parved
to relnforce the criticlsms I sade to you &t your hoze.

l, The proposed agméement is supposed Lo reject disspora netionalism,
in return for which support is pledged for “unrestricted immigration®,
s "Jewish majority in Palestine®, and "a Jewish Ftate”. Those ore the
same demands ssde by the Zionistu at Hew York and by the Congressites
st Chieago. Let us consider,

Aside from the present phrasing, which is not sufficiently definite —
1 suggested, you will remember, &n outright declaration: "We reject
diaspors pationalism for Jews in prineliple and practice. The ties that
bind Jews srs cultural and religlous. We recognise no otier loyalty
than that to our country, the U.5.A." — asside from this, I must say ep
forgefully as I can that even if such a statement be agreed to by the
Zionists it will mean mothing, for it will be vitiated by the conmitments
undertaken under the proposed sgresment.

The terms of the proposed agreement call for our support of
"uprestricted immigration®, for "a msjority Jewlsh population in Palestine®,
and for "s Jewish comsonwealth®., This is diaspors nationaliss in sstion -
ne matter whether the first paragraph of the sgreement rejects it in

e
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principle or not, Any proposal for political action by American Jews
in regard to Pelestine is diaspors natiopalisz. One may ssy: I reject
diaspora pationalism as a philosophy - but i he brings political
pressureg, he ip engaging in dlaspors nationalisas,

One could proclaim loud and long that disspors nationalism is
differont from pationaliswm ln Paleetine. And that is true., Jews of
Falsstine can be nationalists if they wish, but when Americen Jews precs
the demends of Palestine Jews for statelood they become dimspora natlon-
alists. Who would belleve Jews have rejected disspors natlonaliem if
they suppert a program which obviously implies the unlon of Jews
throughout the world in behalfl of a Jewigh State?

These points sxe obvious to me, The proposed ag:eement ip, there-
fore, essentislly lnconsistent, illusory &nd repcesents a seerifice of

principle.

2, The proposed sgresment will not work out im prsctice. In the
current number of The New Palestine, Judge Levinthal's editorial concludes
with the followingt "Zionist leadership today continuss the agitation
and the political sotivity im behalf of & Jewish fignting force im
Palegtine. It is fundemental to the Zlonist program®. Fow let me

guote from & letter I recelved todsy [rom Lord Cranborne, Colonial
Eecretary., In diseussing Zioniet claims, he declares: "We would mot

take sction whivh hed the effect of upsettlng the balence of the poliey
on which Parliament had declided without imviting danger of the gravest
gharscter in the present inflammable situation in the Middle Eest.®

Ie it pot obvioue to you that had the sg eement been in force, the
Zionists would naturally have gald to ue: "You ere commited to support
osur demands for & Jewish Army"? We would have refused. They would then
have eaids "YIou ere breaking an agreement". In such & case, we would
be in & worse posiilon then we are now when we Leve made no commitments.

But we zpow that the Army issue is only an lncident, Belind the
demsnd for an Army 1s the demand for soversigoty, statehood. And Judge
Levinthal esalla for persistent political agltation, not omiy for the
Army but for sll the other Zioniet demands. Thesefors, by signing the
proposed agreement, the Committee would commit ltsell to the whole
politicel program of the Zionists.

Ho agreement is going to stop the Zioniste [rom pushing their olesims.
If we commit ourpelves in the terms roposed, we are tied to the Zionist
kite. What brake would there be upon Zioniet importunities? We would
@ithe: have to apquissce in sanything they esk or there would be an even
more serlious rupture between us.

B, The proposed agreement represents a departure [rom the American
Jewish Committee position. It is true that the record shows that the
American Jewigh Committes under Marshall, Adler and Strooek supported
the Balfour Declaratiom, but in nome of their stetements wag the
Comaittes committed to “umresiricted immigration®, "a Jewish majority
in Palestine” or "a Jewlsh Stete”. I cannot think that these mem would
so gommit themselves, If it be maintained that their words bhawve such
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an implication, then I say it ir time for the American Jewish Comaittes
to reconsider its policy and start cnew,

42 What should our positiom be? 1 feel we are on sound ground if we
say: Jews nesd homes; Palestine can in part seet the need; we will

nelp Jews find homes there; we will support the sultural enterprised in
Palestine; we will help develop the lsnd economically — but that 1s sll.

Lat us lesave politics to the Zionists! I would rsther be imeonsisi-
ent — if so, indesd, it be — in trying to jlace bomeless Jews in Palestine
who may at gome futurs time work out their own political salvation, than
sign an agresment whish, whils it verbally rejects dlaspora nationalism,
commits ms to 5 politiesl program whick is diaspora metionalisa in sction,

B, You have dreezmed end sacrificed for umity. That has bsen your mejor
objective, snd it ip & megnificently ;raiseworthy one, and 1 know hew
herd it 1z to give up & dveam, Put I am sfreid there can and will be ne
unity on these terme. Indeed, the division in your comaittee discussions
reflects only the divisions which must inevitably teke place on a8 wider
scale in the Dxscutive Committee of the Amerlcen Jewlsh Comzittee.

Aré il you suguest the posaibllity that a wedgs may be driven
betwsen Zionlat groups, you may be right. The Congress crowd Frobably
will not sigu. It is poesible the Zionists mey be split. But don't
forget there iz a real chamnce also that the Aserican Jewish Comnittes will
be s;lit. And why should we take the chance of serlous dissension within
our r&nkg 1o securs — whaty only a verbel rejection of disspora national-
ism? This iz confusion worse confounded, Frankly, 1 see no good and
much harm resulting if you press the proposed sgreement im its resent
terms to the Executive Committee of the American Jewish Committee,

@, |Mesnwhile, I want to tell you that our rebblniesl group ie organising.
Jur Statement of Principles, whish I showed you, is taking {inal shape.

It is in the hands of our men for criticiss and re-wording. We gropose
to give it publieity, Purthermore, we propose carrying out the intent

of the Atlantis City conferencei to propagandize for our ideas 1in every
Jewish somsunity and to publish a magasine, As 800D As our statenent
takes [inal form, I shall send you & copl.

7s I em keen to work together with you, I appreciate your frankmess.
I heye never met & fairer man nor one more deeply anxious to serve a
great cauge in e great way. But, uy dea: Ysurice, let us keep our main
sbjective in mindi to bring sose surcease to stricken Jews and to find
homes for toem. Don't let us get mixed up with Zionist philosophy or
agitate even indirectly for Zionist political goals. This is not for
American Jews,

Whether Ilonists like 18 or not, Pslestice is dominantly Arab and
the Jewish community there is a tiny island surrounded by Arabs and
Moslems. Homes for Jews - yes, in Palestine and also everywhere else.
And again I insiet that such an sconomie progrem is more consistent with
sur Ameriean Jewish philosophy of life and our cherished Amerisan eitisen-
ship than sagitation for & State which comaits us ipeo facto to diaspora
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nationslism, And, whet is most important of all, we shall be able te
serve the cause of stricken Jews better if we take this position.

*hat s headache & Jewish State would be to Jews all over the world
should it be formedl There would be constant eppeals of all kinds by
the Jewish State to the Jewish citisens of other countries, some of which
might and could and probably would be most emdbarrassing. From Palestine
1tgelf hes come these last few daye the fresh air of Dr, Magnes' sug-
geetions. Don't you see thet the Zionists are divided even mong them-—
selves? ¥hy should we Americen Jews take sides in Zionist party divisions?
If Palestine Jewry wants a Etate, that is for them, the Arabs and the
British to decide, Let us keep hands off. Don't let our hearts lead us
where our heads won't follow.

I we sct wisely we ghall not steand lome. I would rathar have the
weight of the free peoples of the world on our side at the jesse confer-
ence than, by sompromising now, find oursalves sn isolated minority
fighting windmills. This seems to me the only reelistic, the caly
procticsl approsch,

1 belisve we should work sdosely with the British Jewisk group whoee
thinking parsllels oure snd I belleve we could jointly make representations
in the gpirit and content of Anthony Rothschild's letter to ze of some
weeks sgo. Finally, I believe Mr, Welles should see & copy of any
progosed joint statement beflore it ig subaitted to the Executive Committee
of the Americsn Jewish Committee.

After &ll, we are et war. Britain is our ally. Our State Depart-
ment has slresdy enuncisted through its distinguished spokesmen the broad
pattern of the pesce. That pesce envisages the rignt of all men %o
civil, joliticel end citisenship rights everywhere in the world. Ir
some Jews believe there should be recognition of group rights for Jewa,
they sre entitled to work for it, ¥e need not join them. Believing &s
we do, we cannot join them, Qur demsnds are that there be no diserimim-
ation egainet Jews &g Jews anywhere. fe stand on the Atlantic Cha: ter.
We want rights for Jews and homee [or Jews in Pslestine and everywhere
else, os we want the recognition of eitisenship rights for all yeople
everywhera, On this we rest our case,

This letter is already too long, but the decigions pending are of
sugrens importence end you have & key plsce in the pleture. My warmest
personal regerds, sy confidence in your intellectual integrity and oy
eppreciation of your friendship.

Falithlfully,
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MAY 2 9 1942
MR, wELLES

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRY

MEMORAND

J/ - May 29, 1942
U - Mr. Welleg

At Miege Clarkeon's request I saw Dr. Lazaron today
with regard to the letter he addressed to you on May 26
last. asked what plans are being made by the Inter-
governmental Committee on Refugeee for the protectlon
and settlement of refugees after the war. I told him
that I underetood that the Coordinating Foundation, New
York, of which ex-Prime Minieter Van Zeeland of Belgium
is chairmen, is studying the poesibility of refugee
settlements in likely areas in South America and Africa,
but that eo far as I knew they have made no plane re-
garding the poseible movement of refugees within Europe
after the war, Dr, Lazaron then asked if the Department
had any plane along these lines, I told him that I knew
certain men in the Department were making studies of the
probable problems of postwar Europe but that here again
go far ag I knew these studies had not reached the stage
where they could be called plans for the settlement of
people of Europe after the war,

Dr. Lazaron said he had to make a speech at Atlantic
City on Monday evening next which he intended to use as
the opening gun to counteract the growing Zionist itation
in thie country. He said that he wanted us in the Depart-
ment to help him and other Jews in America who are fighting
the injection at thie critical time of movements looking
to the status of statehood for Paleatine and the creation
of a Jewish National Army, I eaid that to m% knowledge
the Department had in no way encouraged the Zioniet movement
in America, Dr, Lazaron sald that he was perfectly aware
of that but that the sending of messages and speakers to
Zionist meetings such as recently occurred 1ln Chicago wae
of great help to the Zioniste and discoursaging to those
who were opposed to them,

Dr, Lazaron asked me what I thought of Lord Wedgewood's
recent radio talk advocating that the Palestine mandate be
given to the United States. I told him that Palestine was
outside the scope of my officlal activity. Dr, Lazaron
geaid that he was much too sophisticated to belleve the
British explanation that the speech had inadvertently
slipped by the censor., He said that in hle oplinion 1t
wae & British triasl balloon and he hoped that we would not

be taken,in by 1it.
Eu:Eﬂr:ﬁP
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May 27, 1942

CI/L - Mr, Pell:

I think probably you
could be more helpful to
Rabbl Lazaron than anyone
else with regard to the
aquestions set forth in hils
letter attached herewlth. If
you are able to do so, please
telephone him and arrange to
see him to dlscuss thls mat-
ter with him,

U:8SW:GES
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Baltimore, Marglond

My dear friend:

You may have noticed in the program for our Atlantic City meeting
which I sent you yesterday that Jonah Wise and I were to share the
subject "Post-War Problems". I have Just learned that he will be
unzble to do so and the whole burden falls on my shoulders.

In the course of the paper I ghall, of course, suggest my position
on Palestine, with which you are familiar. But the colossal theme
demands wider treatment.

I am sure that you yourself have ideas on the subject, but I hate
to bother you. Perhaps you can Fut me in touch with the man in
the Intra-Governmental Committee on Refugees who will be most
helpful along the following lines:

1. The value of preliminary studies now being underteken
by the American Jewish Committee and the American Jewish
Congress;

£+ What will be the extent of resettlement and immigration
necessary;

5. Will it be possible, practicel or wise to attemgt to
stabilize the removals and transplantations slready
effected by the Germans;

4. What other plsces of refuge then Pelestine would be
available.

fou can understand, of course, that no one can propose a Hueprint,
The best to be hoped for is merely to suggest apmrosches end

directions. It is quite possible thet when the Nazi regime cracks
the whole continent will be chaotic, so that any proposals must be
limited as they are necessarily based upon this tragic possibility.

It will be helpful to me, nowever, to get the idsas of the men who
iz at the heart of the froblem and, as there will probably be some
publicity, the eduwcationsl influence of o sane statement might be
helpful in bringing balance into extremist positions.

As the time until Monday next is short, I could come to Washington,
if the Intra-Governmental Refugee Committee man is there, Thursday

morning or afterncon or Friday marning. Perhaps he would be willing



Wmmnumnmm

to dictate a [ew paragraphs in answer to these guestions which
might take the place of an interview,

Gratefully, es ever,

AN

Horris S. Lazaromn

The Honorable Sumner Welles
Under Secretary of Steate
Department of State
Waghington, D. C.
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