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~:> dear friend: 

M orris S . Lazarou 
191• Madl.tou ATUa.e 
Ba.Llimorc., Maryland 

Noveober 10, 1942 

I a_.preciate your lettit>.g me see the draft or :,our proposed reply 
to Van Paassen ' • Procle~tion. It is , as you sa:, , an eloquent arA 
moving stater>eot . No one could te ke exception to what the Proclamation 
sn:.s . lArge groujls of Jews , and I believe also non-Jew£ , t ale f irm 
objection to what it icvlies . 

The der.and for n Jewish ft:r-0\Y goes beyond tl:e military c onsiderntione , 
which )ou so well point out . An ar~ is the symbol or sovereignty. 
The delllllnd for the 9.1'0\Y is a del!lllnd for political recognition. The 
unvleaeant aspect of the ~.atter is the use or " valid hwr.anita.-ian 
appeal to win sympethy for a veiled political goal . 

I believe the bulk of the su.,port for this and other Zionist projects 
has been won just because the political a im bAs been muted or con­
c ealed s nd the plea has been philanttroph)' and justice. It is not 
improbable t hat many of ow· SeMtor s , legislators and otl:er important S 
.,ersonages lent their names to Zionist efforts under this misstprehen- ~ 
sion. l.lr . Hull' s recent stateiltent has been distorted b; Zionist ;1 
r eporting into a confirmation of Zionist political aims . In their '" 
propaganda t he Zionists constsntl) ref er to "ever3o Pref:. i 0ent sioce 
Wilson• as supportino; the Jewish State , when an examination of these 
docU!J'.Ients , .~tessages s.nd statements, re,.•eals n' :;:olitical comitt~nt . 
The Zioniet.s represent one ~o_nt. of view. Many other Jews rep:res ent 
another ~oint of view. The Zionists are attempti ng to speak for all 
Amel'ican Je>lrY . We who do r.ot a.;vee present our ,.osition because v:e 

t? 

do not wish to be misrepresentad by our silence. The Zionists are 
Gtisusing expressions of oi'ficiel personages to misrepresent the ;osition 
of the government . The silence of the covernment lends su,port to 
their claim. Doe o t he ;;overr.ll'.ent •"ish to continue to have ita ;;osition 
mizrepresent EHi? 

The only way such di$tOrtion can be prevented is for an authoritative 
voice to call attention to tbe dis tine tion beto:oen s~m!"'th;y ><ith 
suffering Jewrj, support or economic rehabilitation in Palestine , the 
development of a Jewish homeland in Pales tine -- end: those objec tives , 
politice.l in t heir nature 1 to which no chancellory in t he world has 
either pledged itself or •~:ould a t this juncture j>led&e itself . Such 
a statement illS)' irrite.~e c ertain individuals snd ;;roups but it will 
sen·e t he good ~pose or clariC;)'ino: the issue . It will relieve the 
~>tate Depo t ment arui the British Foreign Ofl'ice of ; ersistent and 
unpleasent pressures . I t "ill help t hose of us \\"hO have been doing 
our bast t~ see ~he picture whole - that is , in the li&)lt of the globel 
stratel!)' 01' the war . Fraruly , mY friend , t hat help hcs been too long 
denied us . The very siler.ce or oft'icial quc.rters males our task of 
educa tion atore diffic ult . One word Crom Washington end London and the 
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ai.J wL.l be cle~u-eo . Can't ..-e t~ve tt.a ~ worJ t.nd is ""~ r.ow ti.e 
tke? 

lou ~~y male uce of this leLter in any qunrters hete or in London . 
I a~tacb co.> of the few J.ll.rll~ralbs , ou requ~-l"d t .. e other d&> 
bbt ~t.ich e.-ider.~ ca.;e too late for u~e . Perha,o in t . .e 
,xestw e of thineo it eEca,"<l Jour e, e . I t and tl:h le.ter 
contain the l•10ic ideas . S~ecia.ciete in diflo~.,tic langua&e 
sur el) collld worl out some ~flll round~d document whose e ;,;>ee.ranee 
1111 ll :e,~ve this irritatllli the:ne , a t le6st in t hia critical 
junct..a-e , froiD thP &.raa of ,ublk ~· 6"UJMnt . Soch ,.r.x:edur-> is 
t '1e Onl) alte:•r:~tiW t:> ft C'>ntintmnce or t. 8 :,recent l.n,-l83.:ant 
situ.~ t! ~n . 

If I •.an be or cny help, ,;l~ase call on Ule . 

Tile Honarable SWIIller lle!les 
Under Secret.!lr> of State 
De,AJ·t~e·.t of Stnte 
Watihli\It~n, D. C • 

A~ aJ.fi~)>6 !'alt...~u.U., , 

g.,,,/~ 

J 
' 



My dear Or. Van Pauaen; 

I repl:r to your let tar of november 3 , 1942, 1n• 
v1t1ng me to become one of the signatories of a 
Proclamation on the Moral R1ghta ot Stateless and 
Palestinian Jews. 

I am in entire agre11111ant alike with the general 
a tatement ot principle, and with the deep historic 
sentiment which led to tba draw1ns up of the Proclama­
tion; but in one respect, I am obliged to cake a re­
servation. 

Formation of a Jewish Army turna in large auura 
on highly technical military cons iderations. Briefly , 
the m111tary roaouroes ot tho United Nationa are 
presently baing e~loyed to tho utmost. Co~tment 
of any of those resources at present must turn solel y 
on whether tbo particular commitment suggested ie the 
most useful employment ot them which oan presently be 
made. 1b1s 1a strictly a question tor t he m111tary 
authori tiee; and 1t would be i111proper tor me to ex• 
press a view on that point . I think you will tully 
understand that position. 

Except in respect of the commitment to form a 
Jewish Army. the text of the Declaration is an elc· 
quent statement or the ri6hte of Jews in a civilized 
world with which ove.ry right• thinkill6 pereon will 
agree. 

Or . Pierre Van Paassen, 

l East 44th Street, 

New York City. 
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I/we C&n unde t e tand 10ur deei oe ~mark t hie ~wenty-fif th anniveze&r1 or 

t he Ballour llecll\, ation . It wae ieeued in a troubled and uncer·t.&in t iM and of~.red 

hope to thouaanda whose Landa had been onrrun and whose ho.,.a r.ad ~en dutro7ed . 

In theao twenty-tivo years , a greet Yo'Ol'k or reeonatruction hu ta~en place i n 

Palestine . It ba a been coat~ in money but immeoeurab~ aoro costly i n t he aac rlCicial 

d .. o t ion ot Mn a d woan Wboae liait.lua enorQ a nd dauntl .. o courage ada Krten t be 

Wlla te plec<>e , peopled t ho l ane with brave pioneers , dotted it with se~tleunta and 

developed ita e~onolllie ,.otentialitiea . .lgain in t hose letter Jl8ra, cruel bate Lao 

been unleashed apinat Jews bJ t hose wbo:e .... owed ~urpoae baa bee n to c!eatroy th..,. , 

Palo a tine bu been a bo ... l end Cor the driven and t ho opprused, and tho viotlme or a 

tyr&nt's inaonta te fury h&ve found t here e !:Iaven. The traged1 of t he Jew 110vea every 

heart, but alnj.led wi th our ayapa f.4 1a our profound ad:liration or practical Jewieh 

philanthropi c and economic achievement in Pales tine. 

The poet war world m11 be marked ~ great movo~ents of po~ulstion, avon as tha 

war itse lf . The exwnt or auch lliar&Uona cannot now, or courae, be detoralned . Jewa 

e ll over ! urope have been forced to leave home• whe re they have lived for centur 1e a, 

a a have Poles , Ruaoiano, Greeks and other people& among whom J ew& lived. It 1a not 

too auch ~ bo,.e that with t ba aple.,.ntetion or tile .l.tl&ntie Charte r , the riilbt a and 

pri .. ileges or c itizenship will be restored to Jewa a nd to all t hose froa who~ t hese 

rights a nd priYilegea have been taken, Nor io it too much to believe that t il .. • 

rights will be guara nt.ced. lany Jewa will re turn with their neigbbore to t he lone a 

who re their fathers lived . There will be J ews who will 'Nioh t o • ettle 1n Palootina . 

Cuteinly When t he vi c tory ia w.,n , as it will be won , the opede ""rk he& been done 

and the l&nd 1a alrea~ prepared to reeein as lar0e a n l.:n1iJ'Ition as •1¥bt be 

)iQaeible in tho c irc1l!llatancu. 

We are ent.-.•d in a doapara to wu . Out of tbia war Ujl ,.ll co:te ooneepta or 

nation and nat1onalit1 and aovereiiJ>f.)' ~u.ite differe nt than thoae H cuatoaarU~ 

entertain. No area of the eart h can ever again become the exeluaive pceeoaaion 
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o r eODCtl"D Of 6D1 p.ople but. &U;J\ ~ Of 1nt.4.rt•t. t O &ll , T'hh h pert.1cU-lar1Jt true 

ot PaltaUne . 

'lh.ie lAnd 1a t.be birt.bplace of Ule Hebrt'll' peo~e alA tu propht ic u llsion . 

1'-a na• nok .. the anch.cc. 16r.ct.1t1ea ot Chriat e ndoa and bol.1 ~ri .. of c.he 

Mo~an " orld. ID t.hia laod. t.he r-at. .r.ach .. down in\.o the preatot. ancl t.he pr .. ent 

d.t'a-. upoa U.e put, so that U t.he fu ture o r Paleat.ine ••·• inYol.,.d not onlJ' Ute 

UIDOrt .. Of t.bree e:r"t&t. r d1i1ol\f And Ul.e t..ted6 aJld bo~a of -~ .Je11'e but ~~ tangl_ed 

t.hrnds or •rlY co•plex ec~noaic , poUtJ.ea.l a.od n.r.t.l'Jnal proble1u U.at. txt.f® f'a.r 

bto)onc! t l-A boutlda.t'1u or Pale e tine U1d involve a Yut..r popu.ltUon t.ban t.ho .. tltbo now 

ll ve w1 t.hin 1 tl bordert. 

These aoberlng conllidera.t.ioot ent.tred t nto the tialtour Dec la ra t -..on, which •• 

a e1oetre a.tte:apt to aa tJ.at)' t he hlatoric , a.nt.iDtntal, racUl end oUleT tact.on whioh 

cro.S lnt.o that. little la.nd . TbeH cona1dent.1on& are preunt. in tbe picture t:)de_7 • 

And H. b obrioua to all ,.. .. aonablt tttll t l'.a t. they will continue to be pre sect l n • 01 

For t hia J"8UOrl. no dedana tion roll t.iee~ i n U.a M tun 1a • t. 

thie t~ wiae or ~actieel. 

I / q sba.r e ill the pr-ide )'OV. IIU.5t r••l 1n the Jewbb a.c:coapUahcaenh ln h.let~Une. 

1/wt a-/a:n lD co:~l"lete 5)'11pa.t.bl with Ule widut. poni ble economic developwnt. of t.be 

l.A.nd . I / ,. know, u do you also, thst thie recon&truct.ion will be beat. promoted 

t.hrougb the cooperatioD or tbe racial., natior.al and rellaious a;roupa who live ther e . 

Ka7 God crown t.heae efforta wUb auccua, t.h6t. Paln~in• r.a,s bocoa t.be boul.tn4 for 

an e r er lnereuf.n& I'JWibe.r or bouleu lewa of t.~ • orl.d and f'ro.a ib eecr«< eoU t he 

llrltl& .. t..ra uy go to·rt.h ~ TeTi• e t.tw apis'lt..a aod ttNnathen U.e bu.rta ot the 

t a!thrul or ell ~oplee. 
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Novel:ber 6 , 1942 

"" dear trlend: 

Thank you tor the extremely ablo and 
coaprebene1Yo dratt which you were good 
enough to oend mo w1 th your l etter ot 
OCtober ;u . Aa you aay 1n your lettar1 
tho matter had alreadf been handled - 1n 
part at least - through the a t at.-enta 
mado by ll r . BUll on OCtober JO. Tho broad 
policy covered 1n your memorandum, however, 
baa not been dealt with and I t hink 1t 
preferable for me to keep your mo.oranium 
ao a baaia tor conolderation wt1en a more 
aoute s tage or the probl em 1n which 70u 
ani I are 1ntereeted preaenta itaelt. You 
can be aura tha t i t wlll be or great use 
either in the immediate or the mor e d1a­
t ant future. 

I ahall hope to aee you aoon. 

!ly beat re&arde am believe ..., 

Youra moat einoerely, 

Rabbi llor ria s . Uutaron, 
1914 Madiaon 4venue, 

Bal tillore, Maryland. 

U : SW:OIIlt 

~ 
'1 
'1 ... .. 
(I) 
• 



~ der.•· friend : 

Motria S. Lanron 
1914 Madlloa AnDue 

BalllmO<C. Muylud 

Follow1n0 ow· conversation j estt.r.l:.s.,, I ,.i: t,.lc.d to 
er.elo.e tt ~• .aruut a}hs. 

To~· o..ur,.ri ... e , t.o~.._ver , I &&."A u Ue 
s .t.:lu er.t al; e.dj '"'"'" b;. 11:- . Hull. 
ute or the ...... ti"'; •.as ;:re-l-Oned . 

Jrn:nt. )A;..er 
I ,.rer:tme l!""~ 

Ho>~>evet· , I believE , ou n il :.p.-rccillt~ tLe ,-ooc! thrt 
O!i.,ht follow 1f eone such ot<.toncnt n~ tie enclo>~ed 
llli;sht he utte•·ed ftom author itative qu"rtus. It 
ex~•·eoee~ th< V)m>-" th.. ~'hi<:~• v:, ~<ll feel . I t ~lso 
sets forth the lil:litationc 'Nitlir ~t~ .itwtion it£elf. 
Tl.e chief 0oodo that 1116ilt be <Jerived l'ro'll .uch o 
&t:lte:tent ..-oulC: be o cl~ar1r.6 o:· t~.e "ir end •. ossitl, , 
end ~::>st. lm.~.ort.s.r.t of ll , a !hunt.lrb o~f .,;~ fu.4.ter 
t-f"r ... i~tent .-rec£W'C.S . 

TrJ.s . e don• ver. o:.tic:cl.> snd 1~ t !:t wee , ~ ..... n h~w e 
'lf t:~e a..,rr.!n. ; &D it i.., Hitt.er crudel.l wrou~): t but 
tl:e >oint~ I wish to u.DkA are ~bvi)uJ . I do l.o,.c lOU 
llll._l.t find •ome uae for them. 

I look ro ...... , J d tJ t.he evening .,.tOU &\lt,.~".;otGC: . I t \'"£11:) 

\'eT) {.OoJ ir.de(d to "ee J~U_, Q) frif r~ • 

'f t.e l:onornblt Sumner 'llelles 
Unde.- ::e.rel.o&'i or StLte 
D~t.a-rtr.-dnt. o,. St.f't.e 
• •,hir~t~n , D. C. 



I /vre c~n ucder stend your desi·o e t~ ~.arl. thic t.-enty-fifth annivenul' of 

tho Balfotu• Declnrati<on. It WftS iosved i n a troubled and uncet·t:>in time and ofrered 

h"l"' to thou•sr<1a whose lAnds bed been overr un a nd whose bo:ne~ hnd ~en de otro:;ed. 

In th@$6 twenty-riv~ )•ears , 8 areP t WOl'h or reconstruction has token r•lar.e in 

Pelestir.e . It has been cost!,; in money but i ,.--ensure.bJ.;. more costly i n the s..,rifieiel 

devoti on of a:.en ar.d women whose li.mltless enPrg) and d~untless courage mode green the 

mste p!Ac ee , _peopled tbe land with brave ~ion•ero , dot ted it with settlements and 

develO.(.ed it• econo01ic J.otentisliti es . Age.in in t hese l a tter jearo, cruel hate bns 

been unleashed against J ews by t hose >~bose e.vowed J'ttr;:Ose has been to destr oy them. 

Palestine has been a homeland for the driven and tbe opr-ree•ed, end tte vic tims of a 

tyrant ' s insentate fury hve found there a hoven . The tr&(;edy of t he J ew ooves every 

Joeert , but mingled with our sym~tt-.o is our profound edroh-&tion of practicnl Jewish 

philent(l.ropie nnd economic achievement in Pal£ e. tine . 

The post• 11'e.r world m&.)' be marked bJ- greet n:overr.ente of ::oJ:ulation, even as the 

wra· itself. The extent o!' 5\.."Ch migration~ conr.ot now, of c ourt-e , be determined . Jews 

all over Europe have been forced to leDve homes where they have lived f or centuries , 

s s have Poles , Russians, Gx·eeks e.nd other peopl es :..mont; whom Jcwe lived . It is not 

too much to ho;;e that "1th the i:nplementction of the Atlantic Chl:rt er, the right• and 

privileges of cithent hi>· will he restorc<l to Jev:s and to all those f:rom whom these 

ri;;htt and privileges hav~ been taken . Nor i s it too l!lllch to beli•ve t h-.t t hete 

rights will he ;Junrr.nteed . V.any J ews vil.ll return xitb the ir neighbors to the lands 

where t heir father• l i ved . there will he Jews who will wi t-h to settle in Palestine. 

Certeinly when t he victory is won , as it ~111 be won, the sr:ade tmr k bas been done 

•nd the l and is already pre,F<lred to recdve as lsr~oe an ilunie;ration a s miGht be 

possible in the circuo!tencee . 

We art~ en;t.e6eC in a desperate war . Out of this v..-e.r rr..a~ v:ell e ome c oncepts of 

nntion end naUonality and soverei gnt)· quit• different t hen those we customarily 

entertain . No s~·et~ o r the earth can ever age in become the exclusive fiOSEeesion 
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or 0 oneon1 of •111 people but .... t be of intoreat to all. Tbie 1t puticlllor~ true 

ot Polestine. 

This land is tho birthplace or tho Rebrow F•oplt and ite propbot1.o r eligion. 

Ita non evohs tho ancient oonetitios of Chr1otondom end bol.7 umorioe of tho 

l!ohllt.modan world. ln thia lend the pout roacheo do'Wn into tho present and t ho ;roaont 

draws upon t t.o put , ao that i n t1:a tut w-o of I'* lostine are in..,lvecl not o~ tho 

amoriu or t~.ree uoat relJ.iions nr.d tbo r.ooda and horea or INil)1 Jews but the tonglod 

threoda of manJ c omFleX ecoliCOI!c , political and utional probleca that oxtond tar 

beyond the boundaries of l'hleetine and involve a vaater population than those Ylho now 

lin within ite borders. 

These eober in& consi derations entered into the Balrour Doele.r ation, Ylhieb waa 

" sineere attupt to aati&f) tho historic , sentic:ont&l , rnciol and other factors wbicb 

crowd into that l ittle and. These conaiderations are preeent in tho picture todey . 

And it i .s obvious to all reesonoble r.en tbet tl:o)' will continuo to be J2'0Sent 1n •111 

foroeooable future . For t his reason no decle>"&tion political i n its nature 1o at 

thio tilr:e 111•• or proeticcl. 

I/we sho:·e in the pr i de )OU 111\l&t feel in the JeM.ob nccom~l1ohments in Pllleetir.o. 

!/ .... u/are in COCl;lO' k s~pot.IJJ. >:it!: tho Ylideat possible ecoDOIIic develOpll8nt Of the 

lend. !/we kno•, as do )ou &lao, that this reconstruction 'Ifill be best promoted 

tl:rouib tbe coorerati~D of tho racial, NOti onal and roll&i OilS fJ'OUpS "no llve there. 

!lay Qod crown these efforts with aucceu, t hat hlestino tlllj beeo~:~o the hoaund ror 

c.~ ever incroosing nuaber or hooeless Jawc o! the world and fro~ itc s&cred soil the 

llvinc ntors c:a;y fO forth t o revive the sr1r1ts end atrer.gtben the he~rta of tho 

fait~flll or all peoples. 

I 

J 

L l 



THE FLINT PLAN 
A Program of Action for American 

Jews 

By 

RABBI ELMER BERGER 
RabbL Temple Beth El 

Fll/\1, Mlchloan 

PAMPHLET No. 1 
Publllhod by 

Committee on Lay-Rabinloal CooperaUon 

Ill'. loCorrio Lcu.aton Cheltm4n 

Rabbi Elmer S.tQer 
Ill'. WillJ&m Fmeohnber 

Rabbi Nonnon Gerstenleld 

Ill'. Somu.l H. Gold.._ 

Rabbi Jrvtno 'ReLOhert 
Ill'. William ~ 

Robbl Hyman Schoohlal 

Ill'. lonoh B. Wloe 

Or. LoulJ WoiMy 



STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES BY NON·ZIONIST RABBIS 

We. Robbla lA AJMrlcal> lat<>el, who heline lA !he ual .. 111011am ol 
Judo!sm'o ethlall and oplrllllOI •aluM ond t..,chiJ>9o, erpr- ow hearty 
oqrMmenl with the foUOwiJl9 Stctemeot dlawn up by tbOM who c:on•ea«< 
in Atkmdc City, JUDe lot and 2nd .• 1942, lot the p..,_ ol ql'riD9 voice to ow 
coavicdona and to dl.lc:uu woya and means of qiv'lrt.CJ greater empho•ta In 
Iewilh lilo and thought to thou doctrlne• and of aec:urlnq w1der recoqn1tlon 
and appredcrtlon oJ them omODCJ our nelqhbol'l. 

The apeclol reo.10n lor OUJ qothertnq t.a In the qrowinq aeculorllm l.n 
Amerlcan Jewlth lift, the abtorptlon of loxqe number• In Jewtah nodonollatlc 
endeavor• and the tendency 10 reduce the reUqlou• bo•l• of Jowllh lUt to 
a place of HCOndory lmportanc:e. A turthe.r r80.10D for lakioCJ cou.n1tl toqetber 
la 1n ow rea.IIJatlon that at thla tlme more than ever aU men for their own 
qood cmd the good of manJdnd ahouJd qlve every emphaata to thOM moroJ 
cmd reUqioUI volutl a;od prlndplu that tran.acend bou.ndory Une1 and bold 
aU moo In a common bond ol human tellowahip. 

(I) Wo heUen !hat the pr-ot troqlc erpe!Wnceo ol mcmltlnd abUAdantly 
demcmatr-ate that DO a1D9~ people or 9fOUP ccm hope to li•o 1D frHCiom 
and _..nty when thelt Deighhoro ore lA the qrlp ol eYU lorcee 
tither cu perpetr010r8 or eutforora. We hold there.tor-o. that the eolu­
doD ol tho -..J. ec:oAOIIllc: and poUtlcal problema ol ODe people cue 
inolllrlc:obly bound up with th- ol othen. To dllo qeDerol fllle 
the problema ol ow Jewiob people co.a!Uute Da .. cepdoD, thouqb 
llDhappUy we Jowo cuo oileD the llrol vlc:tina ol tho dial-pet ol 
peoplu cmd euJfor moet from the maladluatmenta of eoc:iely. 

(2) We declare our unwa•ort.ng faith in the humcmo and ri9h~ 
pt!neip!H that UAderlle the domocrallc way ol IUe, priDeipiH llrot 
envilagod by tho Prophota of tarael and embodied ln our Amortcoo 
Bill ol Riqhto. In kHplnq with thooe prindploo wo hold that the 
Jowlsb people have the aamo right to live securely anywhere tn tho 
world and to enjoy tho lruH of lhoir labor in peace aa bavo men ot 
every other tahh and hlatorlc backqroW1d. We fervently hope and 
earnestly tl\llt that tn tho coming peace proqrama that rlqht wHI be 
fully recoqnlled, unequlvocoUy expreaaed. and lno.xtrlcobly woven 
into the texture ot tho now world order. 

(3) Rooliain9 how d.ar Pole•tino ll to the Jewl.sh sou.l. ond bow important 
Pal .. tinecm roho:bUitaUon 11 toworda relieving tho pr ... lng problema 
of ow d.latJHMd people, we atcmd ready to render u.neUnttd old 10 
ow brelheren lD lholr OOMOmlc, cultwal cmd spiritual endeavora in 
!hat couDtty. But lA the Ji9ht ol 01a ualveroollotlc: IAterp<etadoD ol 
Jowiob hlatO<Y and deotiDy, cmcl aloo hecouso ol ow ..,.,.., .... lor the 
weUcue and alolllo ol !he Jewiob people li'rin<J lA ather patiO ol the 
world, we ore UAO.ble 10 auhlcrlbe to or aupport tho political e.mphoala 
now paramounl lD the Zlonllt program. We ca:uot but bolt.•• that 
Jewllh natlonall•m toade to conJuae our feUowmen aboul ow plac. 
o.nd function Jn eoctoey o:nd alto dJverta our own attention from our 
hillo:ric role to Uvo oa o roll91oua commWllty wherever we may dwell. 
Such o oplrltual role Ia eapedally voiced by Rolorm Judaism In 1 .. 
emphCIILI upon the eternal propheltc prindpJea of rue and thou9ht, 
prlnclpleo throuvh which alone Judaiom aDd tho Jew can hope to 
endwo and bear wilD .... to tho unlverao.l God. 

The ma1adluttmenta of eoc:loty and tho conaequont suJferln91 ore at bottom 
due to man'1 lorgetlulnHI of tho elemento:ry decendol and virtu" and to 
the vlolodoo ol morol aDd oplrltuol p.t!ndpleo that have =lnrool validity. It 
la tncu.mbont therefore. upon all of ua, Jewa G:Ad DOD•Jewa oJiko. to att ... 
to the utme»l Ia thou9hl. word aDd deed th- t..,chiA91 ol our awt1 rellqlon 
that cue all-4.nclual••· U wo wou.Jd permanently coned the ••Ill that 10 often 
btt.oq oulleriDq to IDaaldDd, 
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A Prefatory Word to Americans of Jewish Faith 

What do Jewo wcmt hom t1tis wafl 

Nothin9 mo .. - 1- them what ow lellow<ltbena WG11C 

Victory lor the Allied Nationa, bec<Noo In thot victory 
a:re bound up the freedom of men and the future ol 
ctvlliJOdon; 

The right ol all men to Uvo at citiretu anywhere In 
the world end to be Meure in that rl9ht ao lonq e1 they 
eMumo and fulfill the obliqattons of citinn•hlp: 

The lmplomentatlon of the Atlantic Cha:rtor end 1he 
Four freodoma which ree:sto.bli&h decency, honor and 
jl.Litlce ea the baal• for lntomationa) law and elevate 
the co-op.radve feUowohip of free people• oo the 9001 
of the natioN. 

Thla Ia no time to p<.,. special inser..U.. To do 10 Ia to 
dMde COW\MI cmd to play into the hcmda of the Asia. All 
efiona of all d tiMna mu.t be centered on the one toak.­
w!nnlnq the wcrr. 

Wo I'OC09DIM the probable need for co~ tba-..do of 
oil foltha 10 tDlqrate after thia baloccruat lo ended. We view 
with Oft9Uiah their pllqht cmd ouflering and plodtje our OMJo• 
an.c. eo &belt teodjuaunent to any new envltorunen1. lndudlnq 
PolHtlno. which con be aocompllahed. 

Amerlean J•w• proround.ly desire to find hom•• for lhe1t 
driven follow Jewo. They wiah to - the doono of Polootine 
open to tho lo:"9ett poniblo Jewish immigration. They would 
gladly oharo lD tho ec:onomic and eultural rohobUitatlon of 
Pol .. llno, ol which they have already chNrW.IIy bomo o 
IC.f9e ahCir* of lhe coe.t lrrelpective of lhe!r fMllng on lhe 
oubject of Jewiah no!ionalimL 

American Jewo toke the pooltioD that the unity which blndo 
,.,.. IOCJtther Ia their common reliqic>culltuol horl~. It ball 
nolhlnq to do with politlc:a. 

Amorlccma , ...... ject .... pbilo->phy ol dlalporo·.DatJoooli­
-(the o._., that Jewa UYinq OWOirle l'l:ll4otiDe are 'In osfle'l. 
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Ammam Je- cb.riah lhelr ;\mer!mp dtjwnahlp cmd wooJd 
have - ocher. Their loyally io uclusl..Jy 10 1M Unhod 
s.a ... ol "--oa. 

THE 1SSUt IS Nor PALESTINE IUXXlNSTRUC110N. The 
looue Ia 1M MCUiaristic J'bilc*>pby cmd lbo pollllcaJ poghDA, 
mothocla cmd goala ol '*""'> qroupe whic:b are DOl eo """*' 
kelly !mpcr1<mt as lbelr repeoen~Gliola mlqbt lead lbo puhllc 
to Infer. 

Tbla <rilll II beinq viewed by too many people as PolH!Ino'o 
opportunity. Tbla II a wrong dlagnoola. 

Tht. La lho hour of luael'a and the world'• qreotetl dcmqot 
-cmd thoro la on enormous d.llierenee ln the atrateqy n.ce• 
oltatod by tho reopoctl•• c:on""plL 

I am not ready to owaUaw Englcmd'o polldeo whot.-but 
It would be tragic U we !ailed to put flrll lhiDgo flrll l 

I oympothizo wilh lndla and with lrolcmd but !hoy too aro 
maldng 1M - ol thinldng iD opportw:llo<ic .. ,.. rathot 
than ID IOrmo ol 1M actual pruorYation ol tholr IITM. 

Tho Atkmtl< City moolizlq wiU wo bolleYO m<zrk a twuiDg 
po!Dt 1D Ammam lowiah lile. Rabbi ller<Jer'o paper. wblcb 
wao read a1 that moelizlg, indicata a poctical proqram ol 
action. Wbcn we need Ia organization. Wo muot br1n<j bolono 
tho American lowiah communlry an .... ntlaUy Amorlcon 
lowlab point ol vlow. We have been .U.nt th111 far and OUT 
volce ha. noi been hec:rd. We mu.t pool our re10~1 and 
or9onlre our power. And they are great. 

Lot uo begin ao the poper suggests by bringing together In 
ovory c:ommunlly men and women who aoe tho attuatJon 01 
we ... it. Wo beltevo the laymen are walling for eome a'gn 
ol leaderahlp. Tho commlttM on Lay and Rabblnlcal OI'Janl· 
10tlon II compoood ol Rabbi.l GoldelliOD. Jonab B. Wile, 
Hyman Scbar:htoL Rabbll Elmer llen;or. !.aula Wolesy, Wllllam 
f lneahrthor, lrvinq Relcben. Wlillam Raeooau. Ncm>cm c. ...... 
fold and Monla laiOron. lt lo pr.pored to help ID ovory way. 
Wo ahaU be boppy to •nd opoak- lor yoUT meolizlgo. lorwna 
cmdd-.. 

furlhw coploo ol thla punpblat may bo _..,.od upon ~ 
Coploo o1 Rabbi laiOroa'o pompblat "'a Tbia 1M Wayl " are 
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a1oo avCI!lal*. We can eond you aloo mlmeogTapbod coploo 
o1 aU papera read at tho Atlanll< City meolizlq by llabbll Demel 
Pblllpooc>.- Landman Mania rouedlcb~ Abraham Sb11110r· 
man cmd Monts laiOran. 

Wo are furtbormo,. -"" to pdnt a b>weeltly elqht pogo 
bullatiD or paper which will be 1M vote. ol our _...emoat 
cmd Ua t.n.ttument of oducatlon. At tho p--nt limo aU tho 
G9IDdel of publicity cmd propoganda oro In tho bands of 
lh• other •ide. 

Thoeo thlngo aU talco money. We coU upon aU wbo agr110 
wit.h u1 that we faoe the mo11 Mriou.t situation which hal eve r 
confton$ed Amtrlcan Jew• to contribute toward the promotion 
ol thll work. 

MORRIS S. LAZARON, Chairman 
Commlneo on lay·Rabblnlcal Co<>poratlan 
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THE FLINT PLAN 
• A Program of Action for American Non-Zioni•t• 

By Rabbi Elmer Berger 

The following discussion is the record of one commwtity' s 
rise in "righteous might" against a false and what.. if left 
unchallenged must inevitably be a Munich-kind of peace for 
the non-nationalistic, non-Zionist Jews of American Israel. The 
organization of non-Zionist opinion and forces in Flint was not 
taken out of any hasty anger or any ill-considered reactions 
to any single, isolated incident in the long record of the 
Jewish nationalist's relentless exploitation of the non-Zionists' 
silence and disorganization. It came as a positive response 
to a long-restrained demand for expression of an interpretation 
of Jewish life which significant numbers of American Jewry 
are convinced is spiritually more satisfying and practically 
more harmonious with the declarations of free men expressing 
the emergent forces of the post-war world than are the restric­
tive and segregating philosophies of nationalism which belong 
to a European-controlled world of the last century. The Flint 
program represented an informed rebellion against the corrosive 
forces of Jewish nationalism. It did not seek to create conflict 
in Israel. It simply and honestly recognized an a lready 
existent conflict between two. fundamentally irreconcilable 
philosophies of Jewish life and hopes. It proceeded in true 
democratic fashion to meet the opposition in that conflict upon 
something like even terms. It was a declaration, by action, 
that the non-Zionist Jews of Flint would no longer be committed 
to nationalistic programs by default and silence and disorgani· 
zation. It was an organized affirmation of those values and 
characteristics of Jewish tradition which we believe to be the 
best and truest representation of Israel's historic destiny. 

One more word of introduction seems necessary. I trust that 
I shall be forgiven the many personal allusions in this paper. 
But for myseU and for every member of the group, this was as 
much a personal as a group experience. There were no 
patterns for such action in American Jewish life. Personal con· 
victions, integrity with those convictions and a determination to 
end the silence which has made us accessories after the fact 

• Tbll papor II prlntod through tho oourtosy of tho Flint Non·Zionllt group. 
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cl contnanl mwopreMnlation cl Jowlab IJlo by - wbo -
wmo 10 opealt loJ AIJ. Jews.-- w.,. lho ..,._ lhcrl 
brouqhl lho <poup IO<jolhor. onJ ... ooc:b pe-n. comlnq .. 
lho qroup. felt~~~- lhlnqa keenly. he waa dlocoWQ9od rcrlhor 
lhan oncowo<Jod 10 Join wilh us. II is lhorobo !Mvllablo lhat 
muc:h of lhlo dllcuulon be concomod wilh a ralhor por10nol 
and lntlma,. atory. 

For lhtN reaaona too. U is a bit dUfic\lh 10 preMnt any 
e:hrono~1col teoord of the events which led to the 0"9aniaa·Uon 
of thla flint commltlM 10 oppose polltl<ol Zlonlam. dlaapora 
notlonall.am ond aoculcuiam ln the comrnunlty'a Jowlth Hfo. 
For lhe toe1ora which led to the orqanlza1ion ot that qroup a 
few month• 090 we1e a compound of tangible, external event. 
in Lhe communUy'e life and of intangible foctof11 which have 
10 do wHb ptreonalJtles and community character. I wl.ah that 
f mlcjht bo able to oHer my non-Zionlol colloaguoa of lho 
Amedcon Ro.bblnate eome sur~fire formula Jot the creaUon 
olauc:b loealqroupa whlcb mic)hl lhen be coordlncnecllniO 10""' 
artkulo ... noUoncl orqanil:otion. For the time haa come when 
it must ~ the d...out wiah of e•e:ry ma:n who OppoeH the 
lnaoaaln<J poUIIcalia!nq cl Jewiah lile lhOI "lll<•mlndod" robbla 
will atond lorlh aa loodera In a pro<pom of poelllvo action lhcrl 
will onllal In acllvo porlkipntioc lho "lllc•mlndod •• Iaymon o1 
American lowry. 

Allhol.l<Jh lhere ia no ready·made formula for the creaUon 
oJ such Iaymon qroupa, l om sure that there muat exS.t 1D tho 
conqr~adoJ\1 of oocb of the men who hove aubscrl~ to our 
vlew·polnt, lhe aame elements and ottUudoa that edatecl In my 
own conq•egaUon. By reaaon of an euonllaUy rell<J~ua and 
untvoraollatlc lntcnprototion of Jowlab tradition and oppoalllon 
to notJonaUsm and Hc:Uiorlsm., each of you must hovo the 
tame potential force• In yout community aa I fou.nd exlatont in 
my own. for howevo.r much aU of us may eomelimee queatlor\ 
the ot!ectlvoneu of the pulpil. over long perioda of tlme. con· 
groqatlona do lake on c:baractera and atlitudoo lhat dlroc:tly 
roiiO<t lholr loodonhlp. 

So lhot whUo lhoro may be no roady,modo fonnulo. I lhiDk 
we may lao:rt with lhe auwnption 1hat our commu.nlts.e bold 
In common lho olomonta from which lho RrrllDq lormWcr may 
bo compounded; loodotahlp lhcrl modo in UDmlalolcoblo oppo-
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olllon 10 natloMilom and -wan.m and lho bord·WOD lrulla 
of auc:b rnlnlalrloo lA lho 1o1m of aympolhollc ottltudoo among 
at loaat alcjnl1lcant nwnhonl cl our Iaymon. By way of Intro­
duction. ooo moe. •DCOWOCJin<J word mic)ht bo oddod. Mcroy ol 
you will hove on advantage which I did not have In l'llnL Tbo 
R.lorm oonqroqcrlloo In Flint io a new con<poqcrllon. 1- lhon 
llftoon yoora old. Mlchlqon io a otronqhold ol Zlcclam. porbopa 
bocouao liberal. """'rlccn Judawn Ia 10 now 10 every com· 
munlly of lho llalo. Tbo craaoc:ialiona of people In my con· 
qreqodon with Jewt in Detroit, for exomple. are oJm~t enttrely 
aaeoelotSont with Orthodox or ConMrvO:tive Jewa. EYell within 
the community ltHU, the break that retulted in the formaUon of 
tho Reform Temple ll of tuch recent date that the llne of 
demarcation betwHn the Orthodox and Reform conqreqollone 
ll not c loor and the *Overeiqnty of the Temple ll oflen put to 
quesiJon ln Jta rtght 10 interpret Jewlah values 1n accordance 
with ita own phlloeopby whenever wch interpretatk)na ru.n 
oounttr 10 voquely defined but violently e.x-p-eaod wt.ahee 
lor an lmpoeaible unUormily. co.Ued unity. The Templtl'a .OY· 

orolgnty is olton put 10 quoalloo by mombera ol lho Temple 
lho-lvoo. a number ol wbom atill retain a kiDd of nnatalcJic 
momberohlp ID lho "oc:bul" 

I .. n lhla atory by way ol bodtqround not 10 lr1floM lho 
cllfficullloo which out Flin~ non·Zionlat <poup oncounMrod. 
Rother tho oppolllrl. Tbe fact lba1 we hCIVe created an anti· 
notionoliat qrcx~p In e\IC'h em environment. ia o 10urce of en· 
COutOCjJOment. For many Reform Rabbia serve congregoUona 
whh older ond firmer tradiliona ln. Reform and tn oldtr cmd 
more atoblo communJUot. Tho succ011 of out qroup ln Fllnt, 
in the face of thoao cUWcuJtfea which o:re at leoat leu1n mony of 
your communttles, ought, l hope, to help demonstrate the 
featoablllty. perhoJ* even the procdcoJ neceulty of the creation 
of •uch qroupa ln othor communidee In Amoriccm Israel. 

It may -m outprlalnq. alter lhe recital of lh.la boclcqroW>d. 
for mo k) eay fi.nt or all that the actual orqanlsatlon or our 
<poup waa pracllc:ally a apontonooua acllnn. Foe my yoora 
of mlniury In FlinL lhrouqh W>COmpromialnq oppoellloa 10 

nollonollarn. I bod prepared lho ottitudoo lhOI now. oponlarl· 
ooualy. demanded action. Bw each of lho noa·Zionlolo ollho 
Robblnolo and many ollhom loJ loaqw podod.l of _....._. boa 
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clone lhe oam.. Finally. this year, lhe Templo'o .,.,.latent r• 
.....,._ 10 the many ohapn cmd lormo of polldcol Zlcmlom 
crya10ru..d a moce tbcm usual oppooition amon<J the Zloolato. 
Probably lollowlng the pattern In the lm9er ZloaJot -ne In 
which American Zlonlola a.. DOw doopercnely prOM!nq lor the 
reall.tatlon of their poUdcol bope•. tho Flint Zionlotl eouqbt to 
puah what thtly thouqht was their ad:vanl09•· They we~ 
10mewhat more dea~ta:te and eorrHpondlnqly moN plllful 
In lhtlr auacb. When they di.tcovered that the \Liual threata 
and abuH and their l(mctimonioua plea• for .. unity .. avaJJed 
lhem nothin9, they determined to force the luue to a thaw· 
down. I woa portuadod. at first much O<Jalnst my better 
jud9mont, to par1lcipate in a debate upon the iauo of ZionJam. 
1'ho dobote wa1 to be hold bGfore tho e ntire Jewlah community 
and with much hooltatlon lllnally ae«~plod the challenge. 

My htallatlon waa couNd by my own doubll about tllt 
pouib!lily ol 1ueceu In pr• .. ntinq the anU.natlonallatk OJ9U· 
menw in te.rma whleh mkjbt be understood by a 9fO\lP ol J*)plt, 
many of whom had not been previouoly prepored for It Ill any 
way by any aoeadatio .. with ilbe<aL unlvetwallollc Judalom. 
Thlo doball tryllalliuod tho ......Uta ol my yean of oppoeltion 
to Zkmllm ln nlnL The r..WI was more than qroufylnq. The 
audlonce, much o1 it Orthodox or unaff!llalod, woo dollnltely 
hoodS. at lhe beginninq. No decision woo to be made lor tho 
debate, but af1or I S.lt the plallonn, dozeno of people thanked 
me and took palnl to exploin that thoy hod never understood 
Zlonltm before; lndood. they had never board the non·Zionlllt 
vlew·polnt before; that they were not naUonaUtlt; that they 
wore lnterestod in refugee C1Mislance for the mo.1 port and 
tome few In cultural poulbUilies in PolesUne, but thot they wore 
dollnllcly not In oympathy with tho Zionl1l polltlcalblnq of 
Jewlah lifo and were unawcrre of auch politicolizlng in many 
a:r1<11 of Amoricon Jewry. 

l wa.. encouragingly aurprised at such a r .. ponee from 
people whom I had thauqbt 10 be umedMmabll Zlonlotl but 
who now odm111ed to me that they we,-e nol cmd bad not under· 
olaad what they wore oupportinq by their ratho. unerltleal IUJ> 

port o1 whot they believed 10 be c:harlly. It eeemod 10 mo then. 
01 I h-d th- oonloeolono. that if ouc:h a lortlulgbt -t 
ao I bad modo at this doball eauJd pladuoe ouc:h a ta.orable 
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r.actioo ln flint. there must be other and okler com:munJUM 
where a lortlulght atand and a d.tlnid"Ye explon.atlon could 
praduoe IIIII men deolrablo - The oamo thouqht appm• 
endy oc:cured to a llqDlfieant group in my own eoncpegatlon 
who bod b.a:rd lhe de.bale. For a day or eo later, I WOII cal*! 
by one of the YOU"'J., men In tho congregation. Ho aolted 
me If I would meet with blm to dioeuN tho poeolblllly of 
orqan1J1n9 a local group which would poaidvely cdflrm tho 
rol.lqtout cbQJ'QCI*t of lll'C:el and actively restst the natJonaUdat: 
ond HCularblng tendencies of the Zioniatl. We did mML .. ; .. ·_ 
docldocl to explore the poaaibilities of such a qroup. We car• 
fully examined lhe TempJe·a membership Utt and aolecied out 
a •mall qroup of roprosontaUve people wh010 convictions we 
wore •uro wore in acc:ord with ours. We detennlned that to 
Mqln with It mUJt be o small group. aura of Ita g·round, well 
onouqh Informed In Jewloh hlotory to be able to defend 111111 
agaln11 the Inevitable ottac:k: of the nationaliata. ror obout tow 
yeoro I had oondueted a study group In Jewloh su.tory and thlo 
group eorved ao tho nuclowl ol the antJ.natlonaU.t qroup. 
oJthough there were more in the latter and not aU o! the .. udy 
group tow their way clear to pcntidpation. 

At any ovont. wo ,.lepbooed tho poaple whom we had 
eeleelod. Wo ueod no pressure of aay kind. Wo tried to 
eoll thom nothing. We w.,. not sure enauqb ounelYH of any 
opeelllc: program 10 advertioo one. In oirnplo. •tralcjhl·forward 
la;nguoqe we told theee people what we hoped to do and oaktd 
them 10 come to the orgcml.ultio11o.l mMting U they •bought they 
might Ulct lO explore tho poa.i.bilities of such a qroup wUh ua. 
Everyone who hod boon co.Ued came. lt was the moe:t lntplrlMJ. 
rellgloutly•mlnded, aober meeting lhal a much meeting~ 

beloagurod rabbi ovor attended. 

It was juat about thlt time that the prellmlnariea wore ta.kln9 
place, leodinq to the AdcrnUc City meetings. h wo1 e xtremely 
Jnteroettng for me to '" bow the attitude•. the feo:ra and the 
hopeo e•p<eeeod In bath ol thOM p<ellmlnary dlleuulono fol­
lowed an almoet ldontleal pat11m. 

We w.re, for e.xample. much c:onc:etned about a I)QJ'M tor 
the group. illvoiYed In th- dellboratioDI ,..,. reallaotiono 
ol the dan<Jer ol appoadn<J 10 be only a noqatln group. •tondln<J 
Ill oppoe!tion 10 oaiDilhlnq cmd DOl pooitivoly lponeorlnq a po. 
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gram OWMivM. 'f!uouqh a c!Wcuuioo of that oinglot problem. tho 
grou.p I!MIIy louncl Uo way k> tho roa.IUatloo that In lowlob 
Ulo, IT WAS IUDAISM THAT REPRESENTED WHAT THEY 
WANTED BY WAY Of REPRESENTAnON OF JEWISH LIFE 
IN THE COMMUNITY. for thio roaooa. tho group waa W>• 

oatlolled with Ito own. firal oolec:lloo of a oamo. ' 'Tho fllnl 
Commtuoo In Oppaailioo 10 Political Zlonlom." 

Tho olmool lnovlloh\o way in which J~dolom omo«jed 01 lho 
fof:ol point of lhla qroup'a interest aa o result of 1hia dllcuaaJon 
to, I lhlnk, olqnUio:ondy Important. Toke a o!mUar qroup from 
your own community with anU·nationalltt oonv1ctlona. Start 
lhom and oncouroqe them ln tho think:ing that revolvea about 
lhl.1 problem. Unleu FUnt ia unique, lf that d£Kuulon Ia car• 
fully dlrect.d, that qroup must lnevltably an1ve a1 owa d_ld. at 
auch on un.ahakoble convteUon obout the centrolJty of the 
oynaqoquo In JowW> life ao will not ho prod~ced by n~mhor· 
J ... academic d.Lic:uQions or resolutioM. The beat part of the 
proeM~ wm be that they will arrive there them.Nivea, w-1tb®t 
actually knowlncJ how lhey came to euch o conc:lu.ak)n. After 
much conoldorcrllon we decided 10 loaYe lhe dilficWI problotm ol 
o aa:m-e \lft.IOlved for the moment. lt woa DOl lDdlapen.able 
anyhow. alne» ~ bod no intention ol MttiDg out on o tMm~ 
borohlp awoado ond lhooe who rooponded lo tho call wore 
oulfldendy c:onvlncod ol lhe desperale need lor lho wodc 10 
bl done to prOCMd 10 do it even U lbe worker-. had no tonno:l 
name .. The pouible lmpUcations of illeqitimocy were not over­
loolted by Zlon .. IOI Bolore we nqain dilc:uued pooolblo namo. 
not~ oame to \1.1 of the Atlantic City meeting cmd we deter­
mined to be nomeleN, pending what we hope wUl now ~ a 
movement In tho direction of a nadono.l program, ombraclng 
tho totality of non-Zlonill.l ln Amerioan larael. 

1 do not wont lo lonCJthon thit diacuaalon wllh any recital oJ 
mec:honk:a whlch may seem trivial. But the oppoettlon, do• 
perately IC<U'ed by even the intimation of lhe fonnotkm of auch 
a group wllloxploll every oactlccl m!alalce ond U ohio dlocuNion 
of tn. expedence of the qroup in flinl MI'VH k> encouroqe the 
lonnolion of other qroupo, in oCher commll.llllleo. I ..UUnqly 
- our orroro In lhe hopo thai lulllrO ~po -r avoid 
thom. Sine. tho group had cryolol1lxed -· my OWD leodor· 
ohlp aft<! oppoellon 10 Zionism. there woo qonotal oqroomonl 
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that I OUCJbl 10 ollldolly hood tho O<C)'<IIlloolion. Buo II OOOTned 
10 .,. lbon ond II - 10 mo now that W>1ooo cmd undl ouch 
o movo...,t bocomoo bolter ootohllsbed. lho Ra.bbl would do 
boner DOC 10 ho !mown CD tho olllclal Mod.r of ouc:b o group. 
In Ito prooon~ ombyro - · wo felt lhaolhe group ohoWcl havo 
DO ollldal oonn0C11oo w!lh tho Temple; lbao Y\llnorohlo 01 tho 
Tomplo lo, lhrougb lho Rnhbl'a poollioo. tho Tomplo ouqhl DOl 
to be mode an l.Mue or UJ.'lneceiiCD'illy involved. For lbS. r~n. 
we determlned to meet outaide the Temple. The group early 
reo.llzod lhat U lt formed the comm1ttH and Impaired the con· 
qr~atlon lt might have won a battle. but would 1oM the wor. 
Bul ao o qroup. orqonlzod by loymen and ol loool olflclolly 
directed by laymen, the Rabbi may giv& of hJ.J Ume and eervlcee 
oo ho will. 01 lho lnvUOIIon of lhe qroup. j~l oo Ztonlol Robblo 
qlve of thtlr Umt and Mtvlcu to tho mcmy Zion.lJt orgcmtaatSona. 
Non·Zlonlol Rabblo who wUI perform such oorvlcoo will Und, l om 
ouro, 01 I lo~d. thai ~nUke lhe Zionlol RohbJo, ouch oorvlco• 
wUI ho ao tn .. olmonl in oyn<l'JOC1"" wpporl ond lnlorool wblch 
wW ylold l!mld- rooumo. Bul the Rabbi. CD yo~ OUCJbl t>OI 10 
-=-P' ol1lco In lho group ond in every lormal woy, tho qroup 
OUCJhl 10 ho lndopoodonl of lbo l'f1I"CJJ'l"'e· 

So prolounclly in.........S in the wollaro of tho oynogogue 
woo lhla group lhao Ito primary conoldOTcrtion in Ito owa lo.,... 
tion woa the effect tha1 aueb a qroup mi9ht bavt upon lht 
aynaqoque hNlf. 1ht OA!y besltant n* 1n \he whole meetlnq 
oo~dod upon lho woUaro ollhe Temple. Would ouch o 9roup 
whJcb muat lntvltably be preponderantly ol Ttmplo mtmbora. 
apUt the conqreqaUon? We detenninod alto. that we would 
not welcome any unaffUiated Jewa to tho group, for we wl.lhed 
to e.mphaatze ha reUqloua chmacter. I poJntod out to thoM In 
attendance at tho meeting that I was auro our action would 
not dlvldt tho conqreqatJon. My own position had beon un· 
mlolakobly eloor lor yeoro. Tho pulpil wao dellnlooly and 
uncomp:romlltngly antl-nat~nalist. When I had Urat come to 
nlnt thtre bad b.fn Mveral reaigna:llona ftom lhe conqreqatlon. 
wllh olhor oxcuooo offered. bul ol>riously bocwM I hod roluood 
10 c:ooporo,. wllh lhe Zionloto. Olhorwloto. thoro bod boon lho 
c:oollanl prONuro ond tho &equenl OZ>ipinq ol lho IIIUCJi Zloalot 
laCilca, IAol ao ooriouo !mpolrmenl of tho """'l'O<l'OIIon'o Ufo, 
-.leo. our group promlotod o blood.oranoluolon of lac:reaaed 
ID,.rOOI ond oupport. IN SHORT. WE WERE NO I.ONCER TO 
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BE INTIMIDATED BY THE USUAL CRIES FOR UNITY AND 
CHARGES Of SECESSION PROM JEWISH IJFE. 

Wo proooodod thea, after theM pceliminartoo. 1o the oloctloo 
ol ~ and 1o oomo attempt 1o lormukrto a pcocJfOn>. Wo 
were ever coucloua of the foet that ou.r activity m\LIC AOt be 
only noqatlvo: a kind ol rollqioualy motivated deMnM or<Janl· 
101\on. What woa nHded waa edu.c<Jtion; on exploration and 
explanadon ol Jewl.lh history to esta.bll.lh the leqidmacy and 
super1ol'lty of our reliqioualy-centered Jnterest Jn Jewllh IIJe. 
For the root of the natlonuliat avlJ in America ll S9noranct: a 
failure to understand its methods and ill qoal• wh~h a llowa 
lor a dolt conlu1lng ol philanthropy and pol!Uca which hal 
comple1ely diiOTTI'led moat Amerlcan )ewa.. 

UnJortu.nately. there mutt a lao be- attack upon the pervtralonl 
and dlotortlona al Jowllh lifo ro1ultlnq from the doJ.tor!o110 
oUOCU ol natlonalllm. Tho program m111t do two thlnqa. It 
must bt a proc.a o! MU-ed:ucation for the cmli·oodonaU.t qroup. 
lor they muat t>.cotM mn' :arndora of ow v'-w·polnl to lhe 
lewlah commu.nhy. c:u indlviduala CIS well CIS a group. when 
they -111d bo IDe-rilably challenged by tho oppoeltlon. Tho 
ptOCJram m111t a1oo look lo pul>lk: rolatlona: 1o pronow>oomonla 
which would bo authomctlvely made aod pvbllc:lzod. at nowa. 
lor both Jewa and non .. Jewa lO read: a counter-attack d.Nlqntd 
to dHtroy the olr.ady ~valent notion tho1 all Jewl are 
nationallata-a notion created and encoura9ed by thOM who 
luue atattmenw ln the name of ALL Jewa. 

So we clarUied our purpos&s and beqon to work. The Hrat. 
cone:rete tatk that the group under1ook waa the pt1nUn9 ond 
dt.lrlbution of coptea of the statement that I had made for the 
dtbcne Jn PllnL Enthuatasticolly, with the 10me apontanelly 
wlth whlch the group bad first come toc;elber. the money waa 
ovonubocrlbod. We hope lo pl1blleb ol1fMivu or holp with 
tho p11bllcotlon ol atill other Utorature which wo hopo will bo 
ou\.bofecl by men who have always ... u the menac. of not~n.­
allom 10 ow bopoo aa religious libonda and wbo wUI now lind 
tho COWOCJO• tbro<ogh Or<Jcmba!loO. lo bcoadcaat 1hoM Jearo 
and 1o ...,phaalze th-bopoo 10 a conNood Amorlcan lowry. 
Wo hopo 10 briDq an accaslonaL promlnont an11-nQ1Iooallol 
1poakor 1o Mint cmd lo have ouch mea opo&ak oqalnat aallon· 
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allom quite aa •lqoroualy co the Zlo.u.to broodcclat their vlow· 
poiDL Wo are boplnq that pooilivo. practicol octloa wUI bo 
&akoo by tbo DOftoZiooilto c4 the ootioa and lor tho lwtboranc. 
ol ouch oct1oo wo aro propcued lo coalrlbule oupport. Wo are 
CJ01n9 to demond~d rec.ive-r-epr ... ntatioQ. aa a 9JCWp, 
em tho Exoc11tlvo Boord c4 the Flint Wellare fodenl1loo. another 
place where anti-:ncrtionaliata have beett completely iqnor..:l. 
We hope that 10m1 day th1l movement will qather tuff~nt 
1trenqth lo help 111 IDvmigato ond explore the MCIIlarlslng 
ol Jowllh !Uo that 11 1uboldlred by tho whole federation ochomo 
and particularly how that Khome. 1upportod 10 lor<Joly by 
non·Zionl•l money, foatera tho politico) forces which a rellcJ· 
loualy·mlnded Iaraol oppoeea. I have beon aJ.ked by eomo 
of the Qroup to ato:rt again the Mrloa of l ttNOnl on )ewtah 
hlotory, which aomo of them have already heard. Wo hopo 
porhapo lo publllh another pamphlet which wUI dlac1111 oortaln 
pivotal eventa ln )ewiah history &om a reUglo\LI vlew•polnL 
I am plannfn<J lo rood them aa m11ch Zloolol literaturo aa they 
can ttaod. I mwnd to prove to them. aa I have proven for 
myoolL that tho majOir prem!M altho Zloolol baa been hlolori­
caUy aod lllll Ia contemporoneoualy, an a.umplloo o1 IDo¥1~ 
able deloat lor the bopea olthe ,.,... In the w-.n wo.-ld and 
there .... an QIIUmptlon ol defeat lor the liberal w011d IIMII. 
I have alroady dlacl1lood with them oome ol tho papora pr• 
Hntod by Zlonlft In the Cenlral Conlorenoe ol AIMrlcoa 
Rabblo. palntlnq outlo them bow theoe men ID•arlably boqln 
with thlt 018\lmptJon of d.efeat and invarlo.bly quote the anti­
Semltee of hlltory for authorative ata1ementa about Jewiah Ufe. 
I want them to- that Zlonlom Is on escaplot phlloeophy that 
muat l.ad to fruatration because in the end. the Jew cannot 
eecapo oven II he ebould try. We dlac111Hd Rhelnhold Nloh· 
buhr'a ardclea for "The Natlon" and they aoon taw how hll 
withdrawal from liberal. religious a11itude1 and hit 1plt1tuol 
deloatllm 811od Into thlo panora. 

There ta. lt will be founcl. abundant work to be done and o:n 
a.bw>d4noo o1 material with which lo do IL Bible c- and 
blotory <'- and dlocuNioa cpoupo lake on added IDterooL 
lor wbcrt waa oooo only ooc:ademlc II ..,la1ecl, lhrougb 1hlo cpoup. 
1o ao lmmodlcno aod ""J'DO problem In Jow\lb UYing. Ooco tho 
qraup waa ltGrlod. 11 CJ0110ratod !Ia own IDlerMI. II moYod 
oaqorly from q-lo questloo. lor the ollocto c4 aatkmaliom 
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have touched every fibre ot Jewish Ufe. Thera nMd be no 
, h' ·•o _,. of ohe Rabbl for d!.t<:usolon mo· frantic MCUC m9 on Ul r""'' 

tericl For what has happened hat now become clear to ~· 
Tho enerosled inhibitiono hove been olrlp~ fromedoh'l~ q kroup •I 

. I ish valun They have re-diSCOver we emo 
lnterost m ow · edl 1 Uc' 9 of 
of Reform Judcrl.sm. 1 hear them repeat y ~ m .. 
•• rophetic Judlcsm.'' And all thia they flnd as s1.unulaUnq 
p · 'l have been to those who fought the battle for Reform 

as 1t mu.t · 1 · of th Weatem 
three--quarters of c centwy aqo. The comp exton e . 
Jew has not chetngecl! He 1.1 atiU not a nationalist! B~t we 
have. to this date. given him no opportunity to expreu h~U 
or to meet toqother or toat bit atrenqlh toqether with 1ik• 
minded" feUow-}eW$. 

1 ond aa 1 be9an. There i.s no formula that 1 may recom· 
mend to you for the formation of such qroupa. The mo~t am~ 
ing characteti.ltic of the flint group was tho spontane.tty of Jta 

formation and I c<~n but remind you that the acme eleme~ts 
tha.t made for such action must be present in every communaty 
th<rt has had non.-Zionllt leadership. 

One more word however, ought to be added; a ~ord of 
motivation to urge you to move out lnto your communluea ~nd 
to reap the benefits and crystallize the reaolts of the Juda1.1m. 
tree of nationoUsm. which you havo toughl and preached. It t1 a 
word of motJvation. moUvated itseU. not by pride in any 
ideology nor by any vain desire to see tangible resulta ol your 
labor&. however Justifiable or human those desires may be. 
a·ut a word of motivation, motivated by what ls now an im· 
porative neceuity in our leaderablp (or Amerlcan Israel. This 
organWng of Iaymon ought to be accomplished-and soon. 
because unless we establiah such organlzations we shall have 
faDed in ow rcspon.sibilltios to those men and women who are 
the heart and blood of Reform--cmd there are more of aucb men 
and women than you or T have suspected and many more than 
lho Zioniat corea to admit. U we fail to OJ'9anize these non· 
nalionali.al Iaymon and to mako articulate our rell9ioua and 
unive.r&allltlc viewpoint: U we fail to atfirm. with visible 
strength. our undivided alleqiances to America and our un· 
ahokoblo foilh In ohe declared purpose• of oho United Notlono: 
U, by remainlng sl1ent and divided, we continue to accept. by 
default. the IO<Jreqcrtion. the particularlltic war aims for Jc,twa 
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as put forth by the political nallonall&LI amon9 our people; U 
we continue on aa we have. we shaU fail tn our responttbUiUe• 
as leadore, not alone to Refonn but to the whole hiltoric past 
of our people and to tho future ot larael <11 well. For it cannot 
be that this people haa lived and .-u.f:lered and trlwnphed over 
nwnbedeu tyrants elmply to qive testimony at last to the 
necessity of o tiny political state emano'tlng Its restrictive and 
stultifyinq philosophy of diaapora natlonalllm aa the ultimate 
pouom of humon hopoa. Had ohia been ita qool. UU. people 
would not be unique and if now, by sUenee, we allow this to 
become Ita CjOQl we shall have aold our blrthrlgbt for a meaa 
of pouago. 

&oauae ot the character of the Jewiah community of Flint a;sl 
have described it, there m\1.11 be more non~naUonaliat Jews in 
many other oommunitie1 of America thaD I found 1n my own. 
Everywhe.re, lhia qroup of Jews who have ,.pud.iated Jows.b 
nationoliam needo leadenbfp and needo II deoporotely. And 
we. the RobbLa who have repucUatod naUonall.lm n4Md the au~ 
porl that these laymen will qladly qive if we hope to make our 
intetptetation of Jewlsh valun artJculate and significant in the 
American scene. For these laymen need direction and leader­
ship and we need the broad base. the wide flnanclal suppon, 
the strength of numbers to match ow conviclions in any test 
of strong'th with the corroding ln.O'uences of nationalism. What 
UnJo tho Flint group h<t1 done and hopes to do. demonattates, 
I think. the efficacy of auch orqoni.zotiona. And such orqaniza· 
tiona will meet the phUosopbiea which we oppose upon the 
lovcJ of reality; testlng in tree. democratic lechnique, the 
strength of o tradition which hCII many Urnes before triumphed 
over despair and hopelessness and ghetto walls. 

This group ol antl·na-llonalist Jows comprl$es the forqotten 
men of American lerael. Lilce other forgotten men. they are 
9rowing bitter and resentful of Jewish Ufo. Thetr oiUtude may 
well be illustrated by the ra:mark that came to me frequently Jn 
my d.ilcuulona with our group ln nlnl We were aearching 
about for eome national organization whJch might lend u.s sup­
port and qivo ua status. We found thcrt lhero ll not a stnglo 
orqanJmtion in on ovet-of9a:nhed Jowry tha1 would touch such 
a group c:xnd call U bleiiOd. Everywhere there or. these tru. 
trating compromlaea and endless Mart:hings fot a fonnuJo fot a 
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unity which Jo either lmpoooible or eva.olve. We wroe. a great 
many Jettoro and al.....y. came up aga!MI the - exaapeiOI· 
1119 banlero. nnauy. Ill am.o.t wiOihy --·at tho whale 
Jewioh -ne, one ollbo membero o1 tho cpoup oold,ln kmguage 
stroft9er than 1 may ...., bore. "This ia a job lor the Reform 
Rabblna,. of America. They and they alone hove an unm .. 
ao.kable rttpoMlb~lity to provide such leodorahip ln American 
lowloh IUo." 

Thll atottment waa c commentary of bnpllod diuatlaloctlon 
with thlo Rabbinate for having laUod to p~<>vldo such looderahlp 
-end 11 woe made by a friend. lt i.a a commentary which we 
ouqht not longer to ignore. If we do ignore It, ono of two 
lhln91 will hoppon to the&& anU·nationalllt Jewa. We may lose 
them to Jowlah tHe at they have been lost to other Jewtlea in 
other aqea. Or their tllinq resenhnent at the relontlen nallen·· 
oU&atlon of Jewtah lUt will recch into the councll chombera ol 
eome o:d.atent orqaniza1ion or wW generate aomo now orqanl· 
zatlon In American Jewry. Without the Joodorahlp of the Rab­
binate h will become another secular movenwnt in Jowl.lh. life. 
As such. ow own. rellqloua hopes lor larool which Jood ua to 
o~tlon to notionollsm. will be truotrat.cllor such a SECULAR 
movement oga!MI nationalism could be only aulmllatJonlot 
and MCJOtive. And we will then ail and wring our banda 01 
anolber opportunity lost. This would be tho final, logical con· 
clu.ak>n to our leor~ of nadonallam. CGl'1Wd into reclity 1n Jewlah 
Ufe beoauH of our own failure to provide aome affirma·dve and 
orqanlzocl religious londerahip. 

It II not enough that we fight thlo ovil, poioonoua growth, 
belonqtn9 10 nineteenth century European phU010phlo1, aa 
lndlvlduat. or even 01 a qroup of Rabbil. It la not enough 
that we rtm.o1n neutral wbUe the oppo11lion Uqhll tooth and 
noll for the realization ol its goal. To refuae 1o join lbe Josue 
boonuae It may pl<>duce a quarrel Ia lo dupllca,. lbo short· 
olghtod diplomoc!H of liberals everywhere In tho world who 
COI\IItantly appeased boonuae they hated war. EvontuoUy lboy 
hod to llqht anyhow lor between th ... two loreee there can be 
no r.al peace. The Ioree we resist t.a o~ upon a ocrdonol. 
eY8n an Jn-.Jonal ecale one! b lnduc!M laymen aa well aa 
Rabbis The-and- of trrln9 to llqht ZlonJom Cllc>d. 
Ill nint Of onywhono eloa. m\111 - end In deattoylng our 

20 

hopee lor lbe toak Ia too qr- It ia at 1eaat a task fat 0 
notional O«Jcmlzotlon. We must determine to moot It aa 1hot 
eca1e and no longer talk of "peace lor our lime" whllo - ore 
blibla1ogod ooo by one. 

That such effort&. orgonh.ecl Ill every community and led 
by men devoted to Uberolludoiam mUll m"t with SU«<N, 1 
om oonvlncod. In oommunid .. larger than FUnt and portlcu· 
latty ln thOM communities where there are mort than ono 
Relorm oon(Jregatkm. the taR of orqa:nWng •uch laymen 
g·roupe wou1d ~ unbeUevahJy easy cmd the presenco of 1uch 
groupe In the larger <:enters would. in tum, make 1t po"lblo to 
dovolop unlta In amaller communitiea. I know, for example, 
thai U aomo auch national movement were stcmed. alteptlcol 
people would then come to our group in flint In Important 
numbera. Through auch orqo:nizationa aynagogued Jewa, for 
such groupe will be compoaed of oynagaguod Jews, will lind 
aa out g~<>up found that they will lake their UberGI Judalom with 
them lnao the NO:UtLN. bUo the vexing problema of a troubled 
Jowloh community. They begin to ... and '*""lola ooc:uJar. 
1om at flnl hand and they wW )olD the Rabbi Ill tho pcoblem 
nf m..mp<Jng to eombcrt lt. Where such O«JanJootlon might 
lead ovootuolly, I do not lmow. B~t I would not '- Ita -y 
U lba rollqloua Jooders of a liberal Judoiam ooiao tho oppor• 
!unity to load and dlroc:t ODd diacipline IL 

American Jewry knowa of the boglnnlogs lbot hove been 
made to provide an answer to Jewish nationali.&m at the AtJanUc 
City m"tlngs. Unl ... I am much mlotakon, llignlfloanl DWD• 
bera of that Jewry wJII watch now, eagerly and even oaxloualy 
to Me whether or not we havo the vl.aion and <:OWCKJ8 10 tran• 
lato our conviction• Into action. Much of thll c:ommunJty of 
Iowa Ia weary, d.locourogod. deprHHd. Boca_, of ZJonlat 
propaganda whJch penneatN ita very We through a carofully 
dftiqnod and offldently orgonilood movement, lhlo Jewry could 
be notblng but woozy. dlocourogod and dopreuod. For lblo 
movement Ieoda upon delootecl hopes one! pramlooe Ita arqu· 
men to upon lbe cloctrlnH ollbe an&Semi,.. of I>Jotory. I hope 
we ehaU mMt tho challenqe, which we """• ooly ocla>owlodqod 
by lbe Atlcmdc: City 1M01fA<J and our Statement of Prlndploe, 
with a Y19or and a dyn<DIIIsm ......nhy of lbe C<JUN we repooooL 
I hope 1hot 1hi'OIJ9h lh• darlcenlng clouds of notlonou.tlc per· 
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veralona. ow reeolve to lead lheae unde.feated., anti-nctlonallat 
J•- wW hwot aa a wcmniDg OW>. I hope - ohall bel Ill. 
cour~ cmd tho YilloD DOt merely to uhor hlgh·OOIIIIdlo9· woJI. 
,_IDq plo1jorma, _,.tiaJ though thoy may be. I hope -
ohall Wllco our llboral Judalam into the teeth ol thlo deepalr <mel 
conlualon aad in detinlto, pooitivo action wtth tho Iaymon of 
liko mlndo who wo ready lor ouch loaderohlp, I hope wo ohnll 
chMr them w1th an expcmaive hope and IKIY to theD)-(11\d 
moan It- " 'Comlon yol Comlnn yo! my poaplo.' ovor moro 
clearly oalth thy God." 

A Foomote on Eventa Since Adcndc City 

Since lho Atlantic City meeting, at whlch thla paper was l*Cid. 
ovonta have moved encouragingly 1n the direction of a proqram. 
of action for the non·Zioni.ta of Amodccm Jewry. 

At tho Adantlc City m"t!D9· a commi- lor Lay·Rahblalc 
Cooperadan woo appointed. Dr. Monia S. !.cDaroll haa accopWd 
tho ehallmcmohlp. Worlcinq wlth him on tho commi- .,.. 
tho lollow!Dq Rahblo: Dr. Samuel Golde...,.. Dr. William ftoee. 
nau. Dr. l.oulo Wolooy. Dr. WU!lam Fineohnher, Dr. Jonah B. 
w,.., Rahl>l Hyman Schaehtol. Rahl>l Norman C.ntomlcl, 
Rahbl Elmer Boi'C)Ol and Rahhi frria<J Reichert. 

Tho commlttoo baa had oao moel!ng, ail1co tho A<lanllc City 
mMllD9. It hoo prepared the final draft ol a Statement ol Prin· 
clploo and oocurod ou.tflclent lundo to publloh that declaration 
In the form o( a hoU·poge advertiaemen1 ln Lhe New York 
Times. The atolement will also be releoted oa nowt to the 
varlout newt agonct•• of the country. Pledget ol lunda to 
carry on lho proqram have alao been recelved from a number 
of tourcet. 

Local unlto. ouch oo are deocribed intbio poper havo olroody 
bMn coUld together In Baltimore, by lbo four Baltimore Rahbio 
and pi<Jno lor unitoln Phllodolpbia. Waohlnglon and Now York 
aro olroody modo. Tho Baltimore Rahblo -ro .,_. onlb,.. 
laollc about tho m-9 wltlc.b !hoy collod m lhot c:l1y. ft. 
por!IDq tho rooulto ol lhot meetiDg 10 lbe Commi- wboo It 

mot m Pltllod.lpblo on June 22. Dr. -nau doclarod !hot It 
WOO among tho moot inoplrln9 cmd improooiYO mMiingo bo 

hod attended In hio lonq CaTMr in lbo Amorlcao Rahh!nato. 
Thus. tho ll:plrio.- of Flint haYo olroady bMn dupllcotod In 
cmochor commutdty. 

Plano oro boiDq lormulatod lor lho publ;catlon ot o magaolno 
which wUI artlculote our Yiow·polnL Tho commiHM owalto 
only Iunde and an l.q>cmolon of lbio move.,.no boloro al<llc!Dq 
available oducotional material which io already at hand. 

None of the commlttee underestimates the alH of the task 
lha't confrontt it but with the active cooperation of aympathetlc: 

men ln the Reform Retbblnate. U Ia at.o eonfldent ol tuoeeu. 
What hat already b&en done in those cltJoa mentlonocl ctbove 
Indica too tho proetlcal poaaibU!Uea of tbla plan. YOU CAN 00 
TH£ SAME IN YOUR COMMUNITY! 

23 



I agree that it is imperative for those of ua who subscribe to 
the religious interpretation of Israel's history to organize our strength 
to oppose the in1luences of secular nationalism and to educate Amer­
ican Jews to a complete understanding of the dangers presented by 
attempts to politicalize Jewish life. I will therefore, assist in effect­
ing some such organization as that described in ''The Flint Plan 1 1 

in my own community, 

I would like material that may be available for UJe with such 
a group. 

I would like assiata.nce from the Lay-Rabbinic Committee through 
a speaker whom the Committee will recommend. 

Signed ________________________________ _ 



(THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS) 

DR. MORRIS S. LAZARON 

1914 Madison Avenue 

BALTIMORE, MD. 
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•r, •viao h r\haa, Prod.dan\ 
'-riaaa l awi&b Coain .. 
!M Fo..nh &nn\MI 
!low lor " 0 itr 

J ... 11, l MI 

511100 oo.Jo71Joc ...,. ..,..u, or 7DUr ..,...s...ful boopitallt) ond \ ha ... ... 

beauv ot 70IIl' hOS8 , 1 bawo .... t.od \o WT1to rou . I hna • 1t.od, bowover, 

until I bad tiao to \hinlt. \hroutrb \he ~bi~~&o about wniab " " t.olb<l, 

ll7 t b""Cht.o ban c.r;roto.lllaecl durlQI \heoa tan doJ o. lhUo, &a )011. 

bow, I approciat. 1oM o1Dcar1~ ot :your aoUno, bua boao ....,ad 117 
)'our 1ntiaito pa ~ienoo ond ot.irrod b7 t.ba aa;nmt. of t.l.- ond wor" )Oil 

h"o put into tho p·opoaod OiJ H JI&nt , :you lfOul.d not. want aa \o be 

o t ha :•wiaa than r ranlt. - aa l wo11ld axpaet 7011 to be with • •· 

! bora ora \110 110tb u behind tba pi'Opoud &cr aeunt• oue , J e'l'iob need; 

tho o\bar, \be daoiro tor lewioh llnit:y, Bo\h . , .. praiaa.,~. But it 

J owiah oaod, which il cortoiol7 tbo _.. ia;;or toot, con ba M\ o\horwioo , 

ahollld oM -rit1ca ..-lociplo fo r 11111\1' I». \be and tl1are c an be oo 

raol aal.t)' on principle bet-n i.hoa and uo 'otocollH "" ot.art t'roa d11'f-

erut praaieoo. !bua c an be IIIli \7 on coa:roto ..-ov••. lAt. uo, t.hva-

toro, llllito \o find hol.>eo, but <lo not l et uo 71ald Fiociplc. !b..-. 

1o ooaathi llC more to thio 11tua t1on thin ...-al)' ukillC o ber l'lia• 

l bila I do not baYo ~. text of tho propooad acroa=ont, I bo!iovo I 

uaJ...Uot.d ito content . lt)t tbiAUnc about. t ba oubJoct bu onl)' o........S 

\o raintoreo tbe eritiei_, I ac!e to )ou at r ooz bo:M. 

l& ! bo ,.-opoaad .P•o•ot ia euppooed to roJoc t. dia opor a n&tio~~&lioa , 

1D ro\llr'D foc• ti!Jieb ouppoa·t il pledced !or 0\lllr'OOtl-iatod iaaJ.&I•&ti00° 1 

a 0 / awioh a JDTi't7 1D Pale•~1Da• 1 o.DCI •a Jewiob st.ot.a•. !be .. oro the 

·- deM.oda il&ll.o b)' t.ba ZJ.ool.at.u ·~ lev lor~ and b7 t ho co.,....ooa1tea 

a\ Chicaco. !A t us eouaicez • 

.laid• 1'1-oa tba pre11nt phratillC , wl11cb 1a not autfia1ontl)' det i nUe -­

I R&&U tod , 7011 will ,._abar , 11.0 out.-it)>t dooloroticm ... reJac.~ 

diaoiON D&tlOGaU• tor J ow• 1D ~1..,1plo a nd prac~~~r . 'l'!:e U oo tbot 

bind Jowa oro cult.unl and r aU,iova. lo rococnioa no o~ar 1o1a1v 

thaa \hat ~o our count..1, tbe o.a.A.• - ad.do 1'1-oa thia, I ... t ••7 u 

roro•tull1 •• I CaD that ano i t allCh • ot.tauot bo •v ••d ~· by \he 

11ooiota it will _, DOth1Joc, tor 1t will be dt.iatod b7 the oo..t-n~1 

~ .. 1llld..- tho propo•od •lro .... nt . 

!he - or tbo propoood ._,. •• ..,., eall tor our auppart or 

·~llrOIWiatod t..ailr&t1on• , tor •o aaJori\1 low1ah popuio\ioo i ll Pal a ot.1oo• 1 

aDd COlt '• lowi ob •• -al\11° . ~ 1a diaapora ~~&UonoUoa 1a MUon -

DO M\W tlbothar \be firot p&r&croph of \he ....-o\ reJoa\o a ia 
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pr11>c:1plo ar not , Alq propol&l. tar pol1\1Aoal 14 \loll 111 .t.uriAoan J o .. 
in r oprcl to Pal .. Uoe 1a ~pore naUoaali ... Ono 1111:1 oa1• I roJoo\ 
dioapora oa\iol&l.lD •• a j)lli.loeopb1 - INt 1r ho hriqe poUtual 
prouu:ru , he 1a onca&in& ill diool*'• naUonalhOI, 

Ou aoulAI praol&ia low! ollld 1..., thot dioepora nat1onal.1ao 11 
cl1Uor~nt troo noUonalha 1D Pa loeUM . .lncl t.ba\ b \rue, Jowo of 
Paloa·tlu oa.n ha ~~&Uonallote 1t \hoJ wbb, INt Wboa .t.aorioq Jo•• prou 
\he doa&lllds or Paleo\1110 Jowa tor otatobood tho7 haao• dlaapora u Uon­
albh. Silo wou.lA! bol1on Iowa hen roJoatacl ~1aepora u\1oaal1oa 1t 
tho)' I UP!*"i a procraa wbicb oi>Y1o\141J.1 18pl1 .. \he union O( Jowo 
t hrouabout. tho worlcl 1JI bohall ot a Jow1611 Stataf 

Tho .. po1D\e an oi>Y"io,.. to •• t bo propoao<l lfl'"••nt h , then­
Core, oeaonti.o l lJ' iJico·neiotent , llluaort olld u prooonte a aocr1t1co ot 
pr11>c:1plo, 

.L. The propoaocl &,ii'Oo•nt "lll not work out in pr.ct ice. In tho 
cWTont nuabor ~~ Tho 11ow Palootih•, Jud&o Lnintbal 1 1 editor ial concludoo 
with tho tolloWiDII 0 Uon1ot loo.dorll>.ip toda7 c onUnuu tbo aa itatioa 
ancl tho political aoUrit 7 111 bobalC ut a Jniah tiaht ine force ill 
Palaatir.o . It 11 !'unclt<oantal to t bo Zionht prou .. •. low lot u 
quote troa a letter I n ceiYOd Wd41 t ror> Lo1·d 0r&ll~lll1 Colonial 
Socro tar7 , I a cl1oouu1nc Zioobt ola1a o, ho c!..,l&ree: 0We woulAI not 
toke oaUon whiuh bold tho otrec:t OC upoetUDi tho hal&llllO of t ho J'Olic7 
OD W!llCb hrli&Mnt bad decided wit.bout 1nrit10i d llOiOC Of the g:r&ftl\ 
charao t u 1n the F••• nt iutl..a&uble • H uatl.on in tba W.<IC:le !Aat.• 

Ia it not obvioua to you thr.t bad tho •&· ••~•n~ boon in tor~o , tho 
Zionioto wou.lA! n.o.t w aUJ ben ad~ to ~•• •Iou arc comitod t o 1u~port 
our doaocla Cor a Jolfbb .t.rq•t l'o would bue r etu.od. 'l'ho)' wou.lA! tho.n 
ba n oa14 a 0 !Gu are breekin& o.o ap-ooaoo\ 0 • Io ouch a cue, "" would 
b• 1o a wor .. t-Q111.1on than we ..,... now wh.eo tre t c.vc r.ade no oo1111i t..nta. 

But wo l.Jiow tbot tba .t.rq b auo h onll an lncidoo\, Behind t.bo 
do•od tor on .t.ra, 1o t.bo do•lld Cor OOYeroJ.t:at)', s tatehood, .t.ncl Jude• 
Lnintbol cello for por o1otont. jlOUtical a.cttatioo, not ooi.7 Cor t.he 
.t.r rq IN\ Cor all tho other Sionht doll>&lld•· t ta.·e fon, 1>7 s16n1nc tho 
projlO•od ogr o ... nt, t.bo Couitotoo ""'lilA! co""H 1\oolf to tho Whole 
political procroa or t bo Zi oDilto. 

Jo aare-nt. 11 coil>& to atop tbo Zi ooiah Croa puabiq t heir oleiao. 
If we couU cnxr .. l ,..o 1n t ho '"" " )JZ'Opoaecl, we a.ro tied to t.be Zioniat 
kite. 'lbat breJ<a wou.lA! t bore be upon Z1oniot aportun!Uoof Wo would 
e1tll11 baYo to ooquiloco in ~117\bina tho1 u l< 01· tho,.. would bo an ono 
aore H r ioua rup1.11re 'bttw en ua • 

.L. t ho propoood ., ......... , roprooonh a dopor t uro r roa t ho .... rieal\ 
J ewilb Collldt\ao pooit1oo. It b t rue thet tho reeord ohowo tbat t ho 
boricq Jowillh C~u ... UJ1c1ao .... eboll• Uln allld St r oool< eupport.od 
tbo Balfour Doelaratlo•, but in none ot t bol r otet eaont a ... the 
Ooal.t\ea oouitt.od to ""arutriAo t ocl iuicraUon• , •a Jowbh .. Jor 1t7 
in Palae\1oe• or •a Je•1•b S\lto•. I aaono\ thiak thot tbeao ... would 
10 ao-H "' ... ol YIIo lt i t be •1Dta1nod tho\ \boil' l'Otdl b&Yo ,,.b 
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•· MMMe see sr,r • • 

ae 1apli .. uoa, \1\n I ~ i\ u \ iM t or \!Ia ~uq .Jewi1b Ooul\\H 

w rwonelt! ... ita poUc7 aA4 lc.&r' • .,.. , 

,!& lib&\ l bolll4 ov poai\1011 beT I f eel •• a re oa t 011l14 aroull4 i t .. 

.. 7 1 It'" aMCI "-• 1 h l uUM ean 1a pan aM\ \ be DII<IJ "' wUl 
be lp J .. a t l.M hOMo \II .... I .. will 111ppor\ t.he oult ,..al ent.r P'1M<I 1a 

Palu\lne1 "' 11'1U l:elp <l_..lol) \ ba 1&114 eoo.-!eal.l7 - n \ \!Ia \ 1o a U , 

.- Let 111 lee" )lOUUu \o \ba Zl.lll!a\11 I -u ra\bar be 1Moaa11'­
e n\ - lt ao, .1.114eet!, 1\ be - iD \r71111 \ o plaoe hooe l u l Ja•1 111 Pale1Uaa 
who M7 a\ ao• l'llt.ura UM warlt out. \lle1r owa poll \ioal Mln\loa, ~~~ 

a lp ao """" .. " ' llbi~h , while it n rbell7 reJee h t!la1pora ~~&UonaUoa, 
c~h •• t.o a l'OlUiool ;rocraa wbkh b cU.upora natio...Ua 1a ..,\ioa, 

.L. l ou baY• dreaut •114 pc:rituecl l or uaH7. f b&t 11&1 beaD 7"' • Jar 

obJac t.1n , a lld 1\ i o a IIAIUit1eont l )' ,,.,abaliOrth)' ono, •114 I ""'" beW 

11..-d H 1• to a1ve up • d•·oa&. But I ... ofl'aid t bor a c an all4 • U l be DO 

Wlit1 011 t l;••b lvr..., , lr.du d , tb~ cllvilion i n 10ur coaaittae d11cu .. 1onl 

r efleob onlJ' Ul~ d1Yh1ona which aun 1neY1tabl.,y toke place Oil • • ldor 
1ea.le iD t l;e Lxacuthe CGIIIIIJ.ttea ot Ula Acu1u.n .Jewiab Cou1\toe. 

All4 it 1ou auc.,e .. t Lbe po•s1b111t1 t hat a wed&• D&1 be dr1ftD 
betn~n UoDiot groupa, 1011 ,.._1 be r i1ht . Tile COD&rUo oro'lll proloabl.,y 

will noL liC" · It 1a poooible ~he Zionh te o.q be epll\, But doo1 \ 

Coran thor e b a real oM.nce aloo tba~ t ho .1....,.1c..., Jowbb Oo..Ut\ee wW 

be a;lit . And orlcy eboul4 we tue t be c hacoe or aerioua d 1uena1on wit.b.I.D 

ou:r rar.U ~~ seeu:-o - ..t.ata onl.,y • Yerb&l r t Jac,1oo ot dleapora N0 \1ooal.­

b al Tbio b con..'ualo~ ..,.,. eontoUDd..S , Fro.nl:J.,, 1 "" no toad n d 
...,b tara r u ultlllf 1t 7011 ;reao t be propo6ecl a...-ot iD 1\1 P'IH D\ 

teras to tb& heouUn Ooaait~o or t.lla l.rae:-i.can Jowhb Co::l\l~t ... 

L lln nwh1lo , I .. cnt to tell you that our rabbln1ool v oup 1a orcoaiainc . 

Our 11\at..a ont ot Prilloil)l .. , wb.1ob I abolftd )'ou, if t.oll.1n& Ciaal IMpa. 

h 11 ill \ be b&A4a ot our • • f or cr 1\i.c1aa • 114 r o-_.d ill& · .. P'OJlO" 

to f!Yt U pul>lloit.J. Pltrt~a, "' P'OilO" oarrJ li!C out. tba lnton\ 
ot ~ .I.U&n\11 01\7 oonteraDCU to ptopa..,.Uaa t or our 1dMo 1n . ,....,. 

Jewiah oe~\7 aad \1 publ1rob a • •••1a•. .I.e oooD •• OW' otat.sen\ 

t.alraa t 1D&l rors, I tb&U Had JOU • • ow . 

:U I aa b oll to work toce\be r wi\b Jou . I apprecllt. )'our ! r&DkDe11, 

I haft neYer Mt a fairer • o nor one -• d .. pl.,y amdouo to ... ,.. a 
croa\ e&UIO 1a t V .. t •1• lut, lq cleat 'Cau.ric a , la t Ua llotp OW' MiD 

:>bj..:tlYt 111 a.I.Dd1 te lr1ftc • ...., aUNo .. n w sv1okn .Jow1 aad to t1114 

ho ... tor t.:lu. Ooa1 \ la\ ..... , alllecl op n tb Zloolat phlloaopbJ .... 

acit.oto onn 1nd1rec t.l1 Cor llon11\ polU1oal pla . !1111 1& a.ot r,.. 
Aceruon .J•• •· 

lb1tb.,. Z1oD1at.a Ulta U or no'l., Poloat.I.Dt 11 4oa1aantl.,y Ar ab and 

the la•iab oo-.it.J \har t 1a • til\1 1al.aod ovrroUDd..S b7 Arabe &114 

lloalau. ao-· for J e rri - ,.., iD PaltUllle 11114 a lec Oftr)'whon • lao • 

.lll4 acalo I !.Mia\ \11&\ .-b a.a coaMJ.e poop:aa 1a - • c ..,.la\la \ wi\11 
OW' ._,.1eaa .Jawitb Fla1 loeopll1 ot lilt ond o ... ch..-hbed .I.Mru&ll oi\heo­
abip than .,u .. u on ror • l t.ot.o wblob eOMi\1 Ill 1pao r .. , . \o dieopore 
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a.a t1oaalba. Jnd, what 1e Ja03\ 1a9C)r tant or &U, • • ahall ~ a~la \ o 

aen·a the cauH or ev icken J••• ~tt.er it .. ~ t.hh 90aiU on. 

l'lbat a bea4Kbe a J ewbh State woul4 ~ to J••• a ll oYW t he ·-u 
ebollld it ~ Coraedl f'bere wollld ~ co"\ant a ppeals ot all llllda by 

\be Jewish State to \ba Jewieb c1UM111 ot ot her oount r i 11, aOM ot llhieh 

lligbt. and c oul4 a.ad probabll would 1>11 aoat .. baM" .. aing. Fro• Pal 11ti ne 

it.Mlt h11 cOM tl>.eaa laa\ te• da)'a tbe rr .. b d r ot Dr . l&apea ' aua­
a eationa . Don ' t 10u ' " that t ba ~ionie\a ar e diYidad • • eo aonc t has-

.. 1'1111 'lh¥ ehollld .. berica11 J e wa take eid81 in lionbt par\ )' db ili onef 

Ir PalesUue J&flrJ -n\ 1 a State, tbat b tor \ hu , the .trabe and the 

Britb h to dee i de. Let ue lteap banda ott . Don' t l e\ our haa:r\li lead u a 

wba1 .. our ba4ocla won' t fol low. 

Ir ,,. act wisel,r -.e shall not atand l one . I would r ather l!.a? a the 

wei iJlt or the tree ~oplu of t ba world on our aida a t the ;.eaoa contar­

eDCe than , b7 eo• prollieinc now, t'iod ounalne an ilolated ainori\7 

righting w1Dd11Ula . Tbie .. u, to 1111 tbe onl,J reelhtic , t he c~ 

practical &~pr~cb. 

I bel ieve •• ahould worlt &Aoa•~ with the Britiab Je~ieh croup wboae 

thinkina parallel& oura a nd I ~liava we could j o1ntl1 .ake r epraeentat.ione 

in t he epirit aad content or Ant.hoftJ' Rotb~child ' a l attar t o ~• or aoae 

•••k• ago. FinallJ' , I ~lieve lr . Wellea ahould ae e a c opJ' or aDJ' 

pro9C)sed joiJit • tatu.ent be!o.: e 1t. h au'b;dtted to the bacut in Ooaaittee 

ot the American Jewhh Co~nittea. 

M\ec &U, n &re at nr , Br1ta1JI h our &111. Our State Depart­

Mot baa alraad)' enunoiate c! t brouih ita distiopiahed a9C)kuuo tO. broad 

pe Hern ot tha pea.ce. That peac e envisa&es the r i ght ot all men to 

c ivil, ~ollt.Wal e.od c itiaena!Up rirhta en r·rllhea 1n the warld.. It 

aou J ewa ~lla.,. t here ahoul4 be r~osuition or croup '!'!pt a f er Jawa, 

the)' era e ntitled to • orll tot' i t. a'a 11eed no t join t be,.. Delievina 11 

.. do , .. e annot Join tl:aa, OUr de!:I&Dda ara t hat t her e be no discl'1aiJI-

at i on agaion. JewE a a Jewe all)'wbar e. We llhnd 0 11 t he J.U adic Oba r t.r . 

lie Wllnt r ights fe>r Jna ancl ho .. a Cor Jawa in Palestine and ever JWbera 

alae , aa •• want t he r.cocl1Hion or citb n ahip rigbt.a f or &11 people 

over )'llber e . On t bh ore r a llt. our ca11, 

Tbia latter b alraadJ' too lollS , but. the dachiona pmcli ng ara ot 

lllpr!'&IM iepc>rt.lll:e and )'ou '1-.a• • a ke7 plaea 111 t.he picture . ~ ariD& a t 

f&• eonel n&arda, e.¥ conf ideoce i .n your iotellact.~~al iotaarit)' a nd 1111 

ap~aciaUon of )'ow triendabip. 

Tel t bfllll1, 
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At Miee Clarkeon'e requeet I eaw Dr. La~aron todey 
wHh regard to the letter he addressed to you on May 26 
leet. Be asked what plane are be1ng made by the Inter­
governmental Committee on Rerugeee tor the protection 
end settlement or rerugeee after the war. I told bia 
that I understood that the Ooord1nat1ng Foundation, N~ 
York, or which ex-Priae Minister Van Zeeland or Belgiua 
is chairman, ie studying the possibi l ity or refugee 
eettlemente in likely arsae in South America end Africa, 
but that eo rar as I knew they have aede no plane re­
gerdi.ng the poeeible aoveaent or refugees within Europe 
arter the war. Dr. La~aron then asked if the Department 
had any plans along theee linea. I told him that I knew 
certain aen in the Department were making studies or the 
probable problems or poetwar Europe but that here again 
eo rar as I knew theee studies had not reached the stage 
where they could be called plane ror the settlement or 
people of Europe after the war. 

Dr. Lazaron eaid he had to make a speech at Atlantic 
City on Monday evening next which be intended to uae as 
the opening gun t o counteract the growing Zioniat agitation 
in this country. He eaid that be wanted us in the Depert­
aent to help him and other Jewa in Aaerica who are fighting 
the inJection at thie critical tiae of moveaente looking 
to the statue or statehood ror Paleatine and the creation 
or a Jewish National Aray. I eaid that to •1 knowledge 
the Department bad in no way encouraged the Zionist movement 
in America. Dr. Lazaron eaid that be was perreotl:r aware 
or that but that the eending or messages and speakers to 
Zionist aeetinga euch aa recently occurred in Chicago wee 
or gree t help to the Zioniete and diecouraging to those 
who were opposed to them. 

Dr. Lazaron aeked me what I thought or Lord 'rledgewood's 
recent radio talk advocating that the Palestine mandate be 
given to the United States. I told bia that Paleetine vae 
outside the scope or my orricial activity. Dr. Lazaron 
sai d that be vee much too aophiaticated to believe the 
British explanation that the apeeob had inadvertently 
alipped b:t the ceneor. He eaid that in hie opinion it 
wee a British trial balloon and he hoped that we would not 
be tiiiin b:t it. 

Eu:E :r:AP 
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May 2?, 1942 

CI / L - l4r. Fell: 

I think probably you 
could be more ~elpful to 
Rabbi Lazaron than anyone 
els e with r egar d to the 
ques t i onsset f orth in his 
l etter a ttached he r ewith. If 
you a r e able to do so , plea se 
telephone him and arrange t o 
see hi m to di scuss this mat­
ter with hi m. 

U :8~1 : GES 

-



II)" dear 

Morrl• 8. Laaaron 
1014 M..,._ A .... •­

Aetot "' ,..,.,._. 

~EIAHY or11 ~'<P' ~,, 
~ Ml'' 2 l94l llay 26 , 1942 

,.tli. WEL~ 

lou my have noticed in tho j:rogru tor our Atlantic City meeting which I sent ;au yeeterday that JaMb Wise ond I weru to share the subjec t "Poet- War Problems• . I bavo Just learned t bat he will be unable to clo so and the '«bolo burden falls on Ill' sLool.ders . 

In ~he c ourse of tho paper I sh~ll, of course , sugges t ,.y posi t ion on Palestine , with which you are faailiar . But the coloss:;l tr.eme delll6nds wider treatwnt. 

I am sure t ha t •ou yourself have ideas on the subject , but I hate to bother )au. Perhaps ;ou can i'Ut ""' in touch ~i.tb the mn in t he Intre-Ooverruoento.l CouHt.ee on Refugees Who will be lDOst helpful al.,ng the following lines ' 

1. The value ot prelilllinary studies no~ being under t.e.J.en 
by the keric&D Jewiob Co:&itt.ee am the l.serican Jewiab Convess; 

2 . What will be the extent of rooettle:ent and 1m;nigration necessary; 

S. Will it be !JOS&iblo, pr~ctical or wioe to attom~ t to stablli•e the r emovals and transplantations alreudy 
effected by the Ger•ns; 

4 . What other pJ..aces of refuge than Paleatine would be avi11J..a ble . 

lou can ullderstalld , of c"uree , tha t no one can propose a li.loJ:rint . The best to be hoped for is Jtare~ to sU&~>••~ apjrot\Chea and dlrec t ions . It ia quite possible that when tho Nazi regia>e cracks the whole con~inent will be chaotic , so t hat any propo$&.ls wot be lait.e<l as ttey are necessarily oosed upon thia tragic possib1llt;, . 

It will be helpful to me , however , to t;e t the ideas of the un who ia at the heart of the problea and , as there •i.ll probnbl, be '""" publicity , tho educationel influea:e of a aane &tateMnt llli&bt be helpful in !ringing beloa:e into extremist positions . 

As the til:e until llondoy next is •bort, I could coCIO to Wa abincton, if the Intra-Ooveruunt.sl Refugee Co•itteo .., 1s there , Tbureda;; 
mo,.ning «" afternoon or Pridoy mor n1ng. Perhaps he - ould be willing 



. .. -· . . 
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to dictate a few pru-agrapho i n ans~er to these ques t lon6 whicb 
might t~ke t he place of an i nterview. 

The Honorable Sumner Well es 
Under Secre tary of Stat e 
Departl;;ent of State 
114sb.1.ngtnn , D. C. 

GratefullY , os ever , 

Jf.n:,J4,~ 
llorris S . Laz-,roo 
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