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March 18, 1942

Dear Elsanor:

Wwith reference to my letter to you of March 12
concerning the Struma case, I am enclosing for your
information a paraphrase of a telegram I have re-|
celved [rom our Hmbassy in London, which quotes the
text of a memorandum recelived from the Britlsh For-
elgn Offlce.

Bolieve me

Yours very slncerely,

Paraphrase.

Mrs, Roosevelt,

The White House,

U:SW:DMK
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P PHRASE TELES!

FROM 1 American Hmbassy, London
TC: Secretary of State, Washington
DATED: March 16, 1942

The Foreign Offlce has sent to us a memorandum
which states that all of the materlal facts relating
to the sinking of the 3TRUMA were stated in Parliement
by the Secretary lor the Colonles and the Under Secre-
tary on Werch 10 and 11, It is also stated in the
memorandum that:

In spite of the fect that all of the immigrants
on board this ship were, so far as 1s known, of enemy
natlonality, while the ship's captalin and orew them-
selves were also enemy (Bulgarlian), it was not because
of this fect alone that it was found impossible to grant
permlssion to any of the immigrants except the children
to enter Falestine., It ia essentlal to lils lajesty's
Goverrment's policy that the admission of Jewlsh immi-
grants be regularized and a reversal of this policy at
a critical moment of the war would involve a risk of
dangerous repercussions on the non=Jewlish populations
of the ¥iddle East by which the whole conduct of the
war might be affected.
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ihe terrible persecution in Gormany and German-
controlled countries has not been viewed without
sympathy by His Hajesty's Government and many prac-
tlcal demonstrations of 1ts anxlety to assist the
victims of peraecution, both raclal and religious,
have been showm, Althouch 1llegal Immigrants who
have renched Falestine have been and will continue
to be treanted with every regard for hunmenity, never-
theleas the suthorities responsible for the military
and polltlieal security of the Middle East cannot help
but regard with the greatest misgivings indiscriminate
and substantial additions to the nusmber of these im-
migranta. The Government of the United States is, of
course, aware that His Majesty's Government 1s not
alone in finding it necessary tc restrlct amlgration
from enemy countries under the stress of war,

It 1s furthor stated 1n the memorandum that the
Britlah Covernment has no confirmation of the report
mentioned by the Department and statee in conclusion
that according to the information of the British
Government, the Govermment of Turkey, which had ale
ready expressed 1ts inadllity tc allow the children
from the 3TRUMA to be landed and taken across Turkey
to Felestine, decided to return the ship to the port
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from which it salled since it was apprehensive of an
attempt to force 1t to accept all the lmmigrants in

its territory.
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March 14, 1042

Dear Sleanori

I can fully understand your fealinz as manifeated
in your letter to me of March 13,

I wigh I felt thet your sugzgestion could in fact
be carried out., Tho Cirat practlcal dlfficulty le
that there are no ships avalleble to transport these
unfortunnte people elther Lo Afrlca or Lo Scuth Acer-
fen, 'he second diffleulty is that in thesze war tlmes
I feay thet the other American Republics would not ac-
copt & ahipload of refugecs because of thelr well-
founded fear that among them would undoubiedly be some
subverslve agents planted by the German authorlties,
te have, unfortunately, reaacn Lo know Ly experlience
that when the Jestapo permites a quantliy of refugees,
such as that on board the Jtruma, to leave liazl-
controlled territory, it does so only with scme ul-
terior purpose in mind,

Insofar as the poes.bility of refuge in Africa
for these unfortunates 1a concerned, il safo shipping

¥rs, Roosevelt,

The White Houses,
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communications were avallable this vould prove a more
practical solution except for the fact that in the

/  /British-controlled colonies of eastern Afriea -- which

| would be the more loglcal part of Africa to consider
in thla connectlion -- there are nc present facllities
for takling care of refugees who have no means of liveli-
hood or funds at their dlsposal and who &re unable to
speak the lanfuage of the country to which they are gzo=-
Ing and equally unable to earn their own livellhood
under the conditions which exist there without at least
n conglderable number of montha of preparation.

The Iresident's Interpgovermuontal Committee 1s the
agancy which was orcated to deal with tragedies of this
characler, I have msked that thls partlevlar problem
be submitted to it,

Selleve me

Yours very sincerely.

U:3SW:DUHE
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\ 2 =, March 15, 1942

Dear Sumsnor:

1 heve your letter of March 12th,
hy not try to give asylum and guarantes
that such refugees will contirue to Africa
anpd Scuth Americal

This policy is so ecruel that if it were
generally known in this country, it would
increase the dislike of Great Britein which
is already tco prevalent.

Cordially yours,

%/M
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March 12, 1942

Dear Eleanor:

With referense to your letter to me of Marsh 9,

you will be interested in the following statement made
yeaterday In the House of Commons by the British Under

Secretary of State for the ﬂélmln:

7The STRUMA was a converted yacht of sbout
two hundred tons, Flying the Panamasnian flag,
ehe left Constenza last October with soms seven
hundred sixty-nins Jews on board with the inten-
tion of effecting their entry 1llegally imto
Palestine. 8he reached Istanbul about mid-
December, when she was deacribed as beinz badly
over s and thereafter considerable repairs
to her englnes had to be effected, While she
was 131.3 at Istanbul, the Twrkish authorities
intimated that the passengers could not be ale-
lowed to remain in Turkey. The Palestine Sov-
ernment also made it clear, with the suppert of
His Majesty's Govermment, ‘Mt ¢ould not
be afmitted to Palestine. This sotion was in
conformity with the polioy consistently fol-
lowed since the establishment of the mandatory
regime and publiecly confirmed by His Majesty's
Government in November, 1940,

"When the Turkish authorities found that
the passengers would not be admitted to Pales-
tine, they declded on the tw -third Pebru-
ary to send the vessel back to the Black Sea.
On the twenty-fourth Feb news was recseived
that she had sunk as a result of an explosion
four or five miles from the emtrance to the
Bosphorus, The cause of the disaster is not

Roosevelt,

The White House.
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definitely established, She msy bave struck a mine,
but the possibllity of her having been torpedoed is
not excluded as a Turkish vessel was torpedoed in
the vicinity about the time,

"His Vajeaty's Govermment greatly deplore the
traglec loss of 1ife which cceurred in this disaster,
They had hoped that effect might have been given to
the offer of the Palestine Govermment to admit to
Palestine the children on board between the ages of
eleven and sixteen, but thils proved acticable
as the Turkish luhﬁerlthl did not feel themselvea
eble to give the necessary permission to land,

“His Yejesty's Government earnestly hope that
sugh a tr y will not ocecour .:flil- It does not
lie in their power, however, d the dangers and
uncertainties of war, to glve any guarantes, nor
can they be party to any measures ih!‘.ahronid under=
mine the exiast polley r 1llegal immigra-
tion inte Falest in view of the wider issues
involved. 3ubject Eu these reservations, however,
I can say that His lMajesty's Government will en-
deavor, so far as lies in their power, to ensure
that tﬂarﬂ 1z no recurrence of such a dissater as
that whioh befell the 3TRUMA."

This 13 one of the most shocking tragedies which
have taken place in a tragle year, HNHaturally I sm do-
ing everything I can to prevent a recurrente, but the
Bfitish are adamant in thelr refusal to prevent any in-
creased lmmigration into Falestine for fear of Arab
unrest,

Bellieve me

Yowrs very sincerely,

U:SW:DMEK
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f_/ - DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Please draft some ap-
propriate letter for me to

sendl.to Mrs. Roosevelt,

s
syl
§\, NE(% 7

U:SW:GES
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON | i I

i . AV DIVISION OF
L\ o .?:'I NEAH EASIERN AFFAINS -[

Ly -
FEalpt Ty Wpr 1942., =

Thie memc SeEMmE nerfe
to me.  We have teken Britlsh children
snd I think they ought to pey come
sttentlon to ue 1in r‘etur'nf
They have set & very low quota
in Palestine and the Arshe have agreed,
so v*v, becsuse of & techniecslity of
not havine viese when these veonle cone
from countries where they cen not get
viags enywsy, they ghould be turned hs:cl:,/mj-
Juet szeems to me cruel beyond worde.
After all these are sgnti-Axis
refureee and they certainly will help use
rather then the Axie anéd from what I read
in the papers, we may be needing some helu
in that nart of the world before long.

Very cordlally yours,

T lizon
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MEMORANDUM ON THE SINKING OF THE REFUQEE SHIF "STRUMAM
AND SIMILAR EARLIER DISASTERS

1. During the past few years, handfuls of terror-stricken Jews
heve managed to escape from Eastern and Central Hurope to the shores of the Black
Sea. In lesky, antiquated and unseaworthy boats, these refugees have made desperate
attempts to reach the Jewish National Homeland where they hoped they might find
haven. Obviously, such refugees in flight have neither visas nor immigration
permits. The policy of the British Administration in Palestine has consistently
teen to refuse permission for these people to enter their Homeland. Where they
have succeeded in reaching its shores, they have been declared liable to deporta-
tion or internment as illegsl immigrants, That policy has been responsible for
a whole serles of inhumene and avertible tragedies.

2. The most recent of these disasters concerns the "Struma", a
180-ton, 50-foot yacht which reached Istanbul in December with 769 victims of the
Roumanian pogroms on board. They were anchored for ten weeks in the harbor of
Istanbul, Repeated and urgent requests to the British Administration for permission
for them to enter Palestine were rejected, Several warnings were sent to the
British Oovernment by the Jewish Agency that rejection of these appeals meant
certain death for the refugees either by sinking or deportation to Roumania. On
February 24th, the ship was ordered to leave Turkish territorial waters, deapite
the protests of the captain that it was in no condition to put to sea. It was
towed out of port and went to pleces as soon as it reached open water, Only one
person survived the sinking.

%, In lovember 1940, more than 1770 Jews who escaped from nazi-
occupied lands reached Palestine on board two refugee ships. They were ordered
deported by the British suthorities. On November 25th, the ship to which they
had been transferred for deportation to Africa, the "Patria", was destroyed by a
mysterious explosion in the harbor of Haifa, Lore than 250 of these refugees lost
their lives. Not until vigorous protest had reached the British Government was
the deportation order rescinded.

4, In November 1939, the tiny ship "Salvador" sank in the Sea
of Marmors, with the loss of between 200 and 300 people, the victims included
virtually all the children aboard the ship.

5§, In late 1940, snother vessel, the "Atlantic", a 400-ton ship,
reached Palestine with 1800 refugees on board. Again the British Administration
ordered these refugees deported. Because the ship was in a sinking condition, the
refugees were removed to shore and internment. Late one night, hundreds of police
surrounded the internment camp preparatory to removing the refugees to shipse for
deportation. The refugees were beaten mercileasly with truncheons; some of them
were carried out on stretchers, unconscious; others were pushed out naked or bare-
foot; some were bleeding from newly-inflicted wounds, They were finally crowded
into lorries, removed to two ships in the port of Haifa, and deported to the
Island of Mauritius in the Indien Ocean. There, many of them have since died;
several others, the remnants of shattered families have gone insane.
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: 6. In March 1940, another ship, the "Darien", reached Palestine
in sinking condition with 800 refugees from the Bucharest pogroms, together with
the survivors of the "Salvador". In conformity with the policy of the British
Administration in Palestine, they have been interned since their arrival. That
they have thus far escaped deportation has been due to the fact that no shipping
facilities have been available to transfer them to Africa or the Indian Ocean.

7. These disasters, which have resulted in the wanton destruction
of innocent lives, have been due largely to the policy of the British Government
which insists on closing the doors of the Jewish National Homeland to those
Jewish refugees who manage to escape from nazi persecution. Such policy not only
violates all considerations of justice end humanity by virtually condemning to
death these anti-fascist Jewish refugees, but is in defiance of military necessity.
For, many of these refugees who have gone to their deaths or are languishing in
internment are able-bodied men with military training or skilled technicians and
laborers whose contribution to the war effort could be an extremely vital one.

8. The policy of deporting Jewish refugees from the National
Homeland after they have set foot on its soil, or interning them in Palestine,
or denying them haven within its boundaries, has aroused profound indignation
in Palestine and throughout the entire Jewish world. The heartlessness of these
acts is rendered all the greater by the fact that they were not dictated even by
the logic of officisl policy. For, because of the exigencies of war, even the
limited immigration cuota permitted by the British White Paper policy has not been
filled. These refugees therefore could very readily have been admitted into Pal-
estine and their numbers deducted from the official quota, as the Jewish Agency
repeatedly urged.

9.  Attention should also be drawn to the fact that while Jewish
refugees have been batred from the Homeland, Felestine has offered haven in the
pest few years to thousands of non-Jewish refugees — GOreeks, Czechs, Poles, etec.
While most of these non-Jewish refugees are genuine anti-fascists, it is a well-
known fact that they include in their midst many who have not always been con-
spicuous for their loyalty to the democratic ideal.
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