


J 
~· 

I 

/ 
I I 

li!IU'Ob 18, 1942 

Doar Eloanor: 

;~1 th rot erenc e to 11lY l etter to you of Mnrch 12 

concernin:; t he :ltrumn oaae, I am e no1ooin<; f or ;roT 
1nf'orlllll.t1on a paraphro8e of a telegram 1 have re­

cei ved from our Embassy in London, ~bleb quotes the 

text or a memorandum received f r om the Bri tisb For­

ei gn Offi ce. 

Bo11eve me 

Youre very eincere1y, 

BriD . 
Paraphras• . 

loire , RooteTe1 t , 

The White !Jouae, 

U:SW:DI.!K 
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PARAPIIRASE OF 'IBLBORAX 

PROII t Aaer 1c an Qlbuay , London 

TO: secretary of Stat e, waahington 

DAT?.D t Uaroh l G, 19.2 

The ?o::-eic;n Of1'1e e baa sent t o us a memorandua 

whiuh states that all or tho mater i a l f acta relating 

t o t he 11lnki ng or the STRIJNA were atated in Parli- ent 

b;; t ho Secretary tw tho Colonioa and t ho Under s eor.­

t ary on March 10 and 11. I t is also otsted in the 

meiiOr&ndlllll tba t: 

I n epl to or the t act that all of the t.mJ.s ranta 

on board t bia ahip wO!'e, eo t ar ae 1e known, or on&IQ' 

nationality, while the :ship '• capt ain and crew th­

eel'f .. were a lao OD9Q' (Dulprian) , it wu not bocauee 

of this tac t alono t ha t i t was found 1rapoasible t o grant 

penalod on t o aJV ot the i-1grante except tho children 

t o enter Paloe tine. It 1e eeeential t o li1a ~jeet)' 1 a 

Govornaent'a policy t hat the adadaa1on or Jew1ah t.m1-

granta be regularlaed and a r e•eraal of t h ia policy at 

a c ritica l -•nt of the war would involve a r iall: of 

dangerous reperouaalona on the non-J ew1ah popula tione 

of the IUddle Eaa t by wbioh the whole comuct or the 

war lliaht be arreoted. 



.... ,_.,._,,_--Ill- ............. --

'i.'he t.orr1blo :>eraeout1on 1n 0~ and Ool'IUJl­

controlled countries h u not b een Y1ewed w1 thout 

SJ.ll>'&t~ by Hie l.!ajesty •a OoYerraent end -n;r prac ­

tical demonstrations of 1 ta anxiety t o aaaiat the 

viet~ ~f ~eraocut~on, both raotal and r a11e;1oua , 
lliiVe boon shown , AlthouQI llloe a l 111lmigr1Ults who 

havo ronched !'a lest1no h ave b e on and wtll continue 
to be trented w1 tb ever '] roe;ard for lnuuni ty , n eYor­

tholeaa t he authorities r oa pona1ble for tho m1lit&rJ 

nn d ;:>ol1 tical security or tbo tli ddlo ltaat cannot help 

but rognrd with the croatoat miag1v1n6ll lndiacrl.ainate 
and substanti al addltlona to the nUii)or oJ: tbeae ia-

1111 sranto . The Govorlllllont or t he Un1 t ed Stat .. 1a, or 

oourae, aware that lila tc:ajeaty ' a GoYornlll«lt h not 

alone in f lndine it necessary t o reetrlc t om1arat1on 

t'rom onOIII)' countries under the streaa or war , 

It 1s further stated 1n the memorandwa that the 

B:r: t.iah Oonrnment ha.a no can!' uo-t1on of the report 
111ont1oned b:y the Department and atatoe in oonclua1on 

that aooord1~ t o tho 1nfor-t1on or the Br1t1ab 

Oovel'!llllen t, the OoverDIIIOnt of Turkey, wb1oh h a d al­

r ead.:y o.xpr eued. l ts i nability to allow the children 

tr0111 the STRWJ, to be landed and takm aoroe • 'l'urttq 

t o Paleetlno , deo1d.ea t o return the ab1p to the port 
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b-oa which it sa1lDd aince i t ••• a ppoebenaiYe or an 

atto~t to t oroe it t o accept all the 1-=!granta in 

1 ts t erritory. 



' 

Ponr ~leo.nor: 

I can fully understand your feeling as mun1festod 

ln yo\11' letter t o 1110 of March 111, 

I wish r f elt that your suuost i on could in fac t 

bo carried out , '.ilio fll•s t practical d iff iculty 1a 

t.ho t t !>ere aro n o oh1ps available to transport thol!e 

untor tuM to people e1 thor t;o Afr lea or to South Amer­

ica, lb e " econd tlii'f1culty is that in theoo wnr times 

I !'ear U!at the other Alr.eric nn Repul:ll1cs would not ao ­

c opt a ahipload of r efuge ee becauee of tho i r well­

r ounded fE~ar t hnt WIIOnC tbflill would undoubtedly be some 

subversive aeen ts planted by t he Ger~ uuchor1t1es , 

Tie have , unfortunately , reaaon to kno,.· \q experience 

tllnt ~ben t.he Gestapo permits o. quantity of ref'ue;eea , 

such as that on board the s truma, to lOJave ;lazi­

con trolled t erri tx>r ;r , i t does so only with 11 0111e ul­

teri or purpos e ln mind, 

Insofar •• the poaa~b111ty or refuse in Afr ica 

for these unfor tunat .. ia concerned, i f a aro shi pping 

l!rs , Rooae•ult, 

The Wh1 te Houa e. 
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oo~~c&t1on. were available tbia r ould pr oYe a more 

/ practical eolut1on except t or the tac t that 1n tbo 

) /Br 1 tiab-oontrolled colonie. ot eutern Ai'l'lca - - whiob 

woulu be t.ho more l ogical part or Atrioa to oona1der 

in t h l o connection - - ~ore are no preeent fao111tice 

f or taklnc oaro or retuGoee who ha• e no meane of liveli­

h ood or f\mde nt their d lapoeal and who are unable to 

spoak tho laneuage of tho country to wh!oh tboy ere /!P ­

ing and oquelly unable to oarn tbo11• own l1vel1hood 

under tho conditlona whlob oxlet t here without at loaet 

n cons1ctor~ble number or montha or preparat i on. 

'lho f'roo1Jent ' " Int er covor =on ta l Com:nittee ie the 

41)Ane;r 11},lch v~o oronted to .lea l ntb tra:;;odloe of tbla 

ch'U'oc~or . ; have ~l:od tna t t ble pu.rt1culu• ;>robleu 

be su~lttod t o it . 

ilol lovo me 

Yours vory olnoorely . 

U:S:I : DI.!K 



Dear SU~~Mra 

YM( WHif& HC)UIIte 

W.t.& .. IMO'rOtl 

1 hiVe )'Our let.ter or Karch 12th . 
c\by not t.ry to sive aaylwa e"~d iuaranwe 
t hat net\ ~fu.&ots will coot.tnu..- t.o Atrica 
and Soutl\ Amrica? 

tbia pollq 1& a-e cruel t.l'ul\. U it. wert 
prwraUJ' kMwn ln thts COU'lt.1"7, u. would 
1Dcrtu• the d.iallb of Great. arit.dn which 
la a.lrt.ad¥ \.oo prn almt.. 

Cord1&lly ;rour• t 

~/~ 
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lla:roh l2 • 19& 2 

Dear ltleanor 1 

With retel'enU t o 70ur l etter t o ... ot JlaHh 9 1 

7ou w1ll ba 1ntereated 1n tbe tollowtns atate-t made 

:r .. tft'd&'J' 1n t be Bouee ot C-ne b7 the 8rlt1~ 'ODder 
. I 

s eoratarr ot State t or the Colon1eaa 

!:Tbe smmu. ••• a oonnrted ;raoht ot ;about 
two Jmndred tone. P'l71JII the unnll"1an t'l.ac, 
abe l ett Conat;ensa lut Oot obe with a0111e •••• 
hundJoed elxt;r-D1110 .rewa on boa:rd with the .,lll.ien.­
tion ot etteot1ng the1r enV,. lllegal.l7 ilno 
Paleat1ne. 8he reuhacl I_.ianbul abov.t .U.. 
Dee&llber • wbim she wu d .. ortbed u balDs ~:r 
onroi'OWClac1. aD4 thel'eatt• oone1d&l"able repa11'a 
to her englnea had t o· be etteoted. 11bU.e •~ 
waa l71Da at Ilta:abla1, the 'l'urk1ah autbor1Uea 
1ntS.te4 that tbe pa .. eaaara oOQ].4 not be al­
lowed to re . tn 1n 2\u'k•7• !'be Paleatlna OoT• 
arnilent alao -411 1l: ohar,_ wttb the &UJipCtt ot 
Jl1a lii&Jeat:r '• Go•.,.-t, ~t they oould not 
be &bitted to Palaat1JIII. 'l'h1a aotlon. wu 1n 
oontoNlt:r wUh the pol1a7 o-latetl7 tCil­
l owed a1noe tbe htab11alaent ot the •n4&toP7 
res1sse alld p'd11ol;r oontlraec1 b7 Ria llejeet7'• 
Gon:ror.ent 111 l'oTabar 1 1940. 

"Wl:wn the Turk11h author1Uaa tc:nmd that 
tbe pa .. ens ... would not be adalttacl to Palaa­
t1ne, the7 deo14ac1 on the tw~·th1:r4 J'a'llru­
&P7 to .. Sid the neae1 'b&olr to the aluk iaa. 
On the twent7-fovt;h Pe'b1'11&1'7 a... wu r~1Ted 
tbat aha had a11111k u a reault ot an expl o*lon 
tovr or t he 1111 .. t'Poa the ••ranoe t o tlie 
BoephoPua. 'l'be oaue ot the 41auter 1a Mt 

lire. llooae.Yelt, 

The Whlte BoUH. 
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detln1hl7 eatabl1ahed, Sbe a11J baYe atr11ek a a1u, 
bmt the poea1b1llty ot ber ~tac been torpedoed 1a 
not excluded aa a 1'ul'ld*h .,. .... 1 wu tOPpedoed 1Ji 
the Y1c1n1ty about the tiae. 

•uta UaJeaty 1a OoYernaent sraatl7 daplOPe ~· 
trae;io lou ot li.re 11h1oh ooOIIM'ed in ~~~ diaaater. 
'l'hq had hoped that etteot llliPt han bean stnu to 
the otter o.r the PaleatlDII Qoyerzaent to adllit to 
Paleatiue the chil(bo- on bo&l'd. between the ac•• ot 
eleYan &J>.d dxtean, bllt th1a prom illpractioabl.a 
u the 'l'luoltllh authOJ'ltiea did not teet t~alYel 
able to giYe the neoeuaey ~l'mie1ion to land. 

•s11 l>laJ .. tY'• Oovel'lllilent eune1t17 hope that 
auOh a traged7 wtll not ooo&r aaaiA. It doea not 
lie 1n their pown, bownal', udd the ~va and 
unoe1'taint1ee or .-u, to g!.Ye rm;r guuet .. , DDr 
oan thor ba pe1't,. to an)' .... =•• w:b10h wow.d Wldll!'• 
·atne t~ en,u.ng polioy rea&l'd.iAS illegal. 11111111sra­
t1cm into PaleatiM, in Yiew ot the w14er ieauea 
innlv-14. S\lbJeot to tbtae raaer...at1ona, ho .. .,ar, 
I oin ••1 that BJ.a MajaatT'• G'ove,_t Will -
deuor1 ao far •• 11ea 1n ~1r poww., to eii8Ul'l 
that tnere 1a no rao\ll'l"enae ot •'lll!h a diauter aa 
that wh1oh betell the Sl'RUIIA. • 

'l'hia 1a one ot the 111011t ahookina tl'agadiea Wl1ch 

have taken place in a trag1o y-. lfaturall.y I • do­

ing eYeryth1ng I can to preYen t a reo=reno e, but tbe 

~itbh are •c!•m•nt 1n their r~el to IJJ'aY•tl cJ.'1 1D­

oraued t.~Usrat1on into P"aleet1ne tw tee ot Arab 

U : SW :DMK 
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THE U~ER 

~nrch 10 , 1942 

NE - Murray : 

Pl ease dr aft some ap­

pr opriate letter f or me to 

se~ to r-Irs . Roo sevel t . 

~~~~.r~i 
i ft.£, :. ,. 'f J 

. ' 

U : S\'l : GES 

I 



THE. WHITC MOU OE 

UIVI~'ON Of 
~1:./'J> U.S! Ul~ tJ'FA!It! 

to ;..,.. . \7e 

19<\l 2.., !Iii" 
S!;. 

··~ 
194<' 

hnv" t t•ken British ch1l"r~n 
~ ,s:..~ ..... ,._ ,__ 

they ou~h t :o pry so~e 
I 

• t t"n tlon to ue i n return . 

They havE' s11t. a vPr:; l ov· quota 

in PnlPstinP an~ t~e ~r~he havE' ~rraed , 

not havin~r visFF \"hE'n thPE'e oeoolP cor;r. 

from countries v""re t"E'~' cPn not gE' t 

- .. 

v i ss£ en:tv:!1y, t'~ey P'lO'-l~ bP turnPd bee!: .f~'fl-
jue t seems to me crurl beyonn •·orcs. 

refur.·,.es a nd t'1Py crrta inly wlll helo us 

r a t"er t hen the AY1F ontl f t om wh&t I read 

1n thr> oroerE , W" mnv be nePCI 1ng sooe helo 

in t":: t oert of thE' ~'or1c1 bnfore long . 

VPry 
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l.larch 1942 

IWIORAlfDUII 011 THE SiliXIJIO OP' Tie RBEIJO:E SHIP •smmu.• 
AND SDW.AR C:ARLIER DI8ABTERS 

~ -

1. During the put few year•, handtule of terror-stricken Jewe 
nave managed to eecape from Eaatern and Central ~pe to the &horae of t he Black 
sea. In leaky, antiquated and unaeaworthJf boats, ti1eee rei'ugeaa have made deeperate 
atte~~pte to reach the Jew1eh National lloaeland "here they hoped they aight t1nd 
haven. Obviously, such retu&eu 1n tlight ha,. neither rlaae nor 1aaigrat1on 
pel'llite. The policy of the British Adzoiniatretion 1n Paleet1ne baa conaiatentl,y 
been to r ei'uae peraiaaion for theee people to «1 tar their Homeland. Where t hey 
have succeeded 1n reachina i te &bore a, they have been declared lieble to deporta­
tion or internment ae illegal iuigranta. That pol1oy baa bee.n ruponaible for 
a whole ser1ee of inhuaane and evertible tragediee. 

2. Tbe moat recent of these dieaotere concerns the "Struaa", a 
180-ton, 60-foot yacht which reached Iatanbu.l. in Deceaber with 769 rlctiae of the 
Rousanian pogroae on board. They .,.re anchored for ten we.ke 1n the harbor of 
Istanbul.. Repeated and urgent requaats to the Br1t1eh Adlrln1atret1on for perai.aaioll 
for thea to e11ter Palestine were reJected. Several warnings were acnt to the 
British Oovernment by the Jerieh Agenoy that reJection of theoe appeale meant 
certain death tor the refUgees eit her by sinking or deportation to Roumania. On 

February 24th, the ship waa ordered to leave Turki•h territorial waters, despite 
the protests of the captain that it wae in no condition to put to see. It was 
toned out of port and went to pieces aa aoon aa it reached open water. Onl,y one 
person surv1 ved the sinking. 

&. In llov .. ber 194D, acre than 1770 Jews who eacaped troa nazi-
occupied lands reached Peleat1ne on board two refUgee abipa. They were ordered 
deported by the British aut horities. On November 2Stb, the ahip to which they 
bed been tranererred for deportation to Africa, the •Patria•, wao destroyed by a 
lll)'aterioue explosion i n the barber of Haifa. llore than 250 of t hese rei'ugeea loet 
their Uvea. !lot until vigorous protest bad reaohod the Brit1eh Qovernaent was 
the deportetio11 order rescinded. 

4. In Noveaber 1939, the ti111 abip "salvador• aanl< in the sea 
of llaraora, with the loea of between 200 and tOO people , the rlctias included 
rlrtuall,y all the children aboard the ship. 

o. In late 1940, another vessel, the "Atlantio", a 400-ton ship, 
reached Palestine with 1800 refUgees on board. Again the British Adainiatration 
ordered these rei'ugees deported. Because t he ehip was in a ainld.ng cond1t1nn, the 
rei'ugeea were removed to ebore and 1nterncent. Late one night , hundroda of police 
surrounded the intern10ent cup preparatory to r aaoving the refll&eea to abipa tor 
deportation. The refugees were beaten aercilauly with truneheone1 -e of t hea 
were carried out on stretohere, unconecioUs J others ,.re pullhed out naked or bar&­
tootJ aoae were bleeding frora newly-1nfl1cted wounds. They were ~ crowded 
into lorriee, reaoved to two ships in the port of l!aifa, and deported to the 
leland of Mauritius in the Indinn Ocean. There, aany of thea have since diedJ 
several others, the reananta of shattered fuilies have gone insane. 
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, 6, In Llarch 1940, another ship, the "Darien", reached Palestine 
in einld.ng condition with 800 r efugees from the Bucharest pogroms, toget her with 
the survivors of the "Salvador". In conformity w1 th the policy of the British 
Administration in Palestine, they have been interned since their arrival. That 
they have tlu.ls far escaped deportation bas been due to the fact that no shippi ng 
facilities have been available to transfer them to Africa or the Indian Ocean. 

7. These disasters, which have resulted in the wanton destruction 
of innocent lives, have been due largely to the policy of the British Government 
which insists on closing the doors of the Jewish NationaJ. Homeland to those 
Jewish ref'ugees who manage to eacape from nazi persecution. SUch policy not onl;y 
violates all considerations of justice and humanity b;y virtuall;y condemning to 
death theee anti- fascist Jewish refUgees, but is in def iance of military necessity. 
For, many of these ref'ugees who have gone to their deaths or are languishing in 
internment are able-bodied men with military t raining or skilled technici ans and 
laborers whose contribution to the war effort could be an extremely vital one. 

8, The policy of deporting Jewish ref'ugees from the National 
Homeland after they have set foot on its soil, or interning thea in Palestine, 
or denying them haven within its boundaries, has aroused profound indignation 
in Palestine and throughout the entire Jewish world. The heartlessness of these 
acts i s rendered all the greater b;y the fact that they were not dictated even b;y 
the logic of official policy. For, because of the exigencies of war, even the 
limited immigration ouota permitted by the British White Paper policy has not been 
filled. These ref'ugees therefore could very r eadily have been .admitted into Pal­
estine and their numbers deducted from the official quota, as t he Jewish Agency 
repeatedly urged. 

9 . !ttention should also be drawn to the fact that while Jewish 
refugees have been bated from the Homeland , Palestine has offered haven in the 

· < 
past few ;years to thousands of non-.Jewish ref'ugees - Greeks, Czechs, Poles, etc, 
While moat of these non-Jewis h r efUgees are genuine anti-fascist~ , it is a well­
kno'll'll fact that they include in their midst mS~V who have not always been con­
spicuous for their loyalty to the democratic ideal , 
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