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r:>...,r M1 .. 1'ho...,eon 1 

Ycur note nt e epteDber 1~ 1n t be o• • • o r t he 

Y1d6o r ovl eene r r 1ved 1n ~-. Wel l e • ' abeenoe. I t ook 

~ht ::uHl.er up with tho va r l ouv o t t 1c11lls ln t he Dspru' t­

lnn~ • nd • ca i nt'omed t n.t nPI')'tb1nll baa been Oone tor 

~hh t 4Aa1ly tha1l w11 could do. H 14 now o u tte r or 

t heir obta1n1cs t cne~ortat1on, wbleb we untortunotelJ 

o~on1.o t au 11 tbea wltb at t he pr~teent Cll!le . Ther a 1e 

th~ bore poa~1b1l1t7 l~ter on, i t wr nr!' ool1ge~ to 

1aoo• e our own n1vl l1ane rroc thl e •re~ , tha t we can 

t~>ko ot..t•e ot the all 'lanltlh ,1110ple. 'l'hl t , t.owc:"t er , un-

tor~una tet¥ l s ~ 1 ode r1n1t• t hat it 11 t'alt w~ ahoul d 

.o t hold 1t. out 111 a hope. 

inceral7 .roura , 

·•Ul'ltan t to Nr. Wel lea 

lliat 1-(al'f i ne C. TbOIIIPIOD, 
ecrl'ttorJ to n~a . oOIIf!Yi l t, 

The ~h1te Houae . 

u •~Lc : a~s so 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 28, 1942. 

lly dear Ur. l?elles: 

l(rs. Roosevelt asks ma to thank 

you for your letter of September 22nd in 

which you advise her concerning the matter 

mentioned in the report sent to her by Mr. 

Varian Fry. 

Very sincerely yours , 

/1ta.e., · •• . re.?Zt. y~ --- \ 
Secretary to 

Mrs. Roosevelt . 

Hon. Sumner Welles 
Under Secretary of State 
State Department 
Washington, D. C. 
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Ootober .l6, 1942 

vu - !f.r . ~rra vera: 

r ha ve 11!! t ).Irs . lloosevol t 
know that JAr . ..ari•on .ls no 
lon_;()Z' cu:~f , r tho Vie a tH vi­
sion . 

l'loaae look i nto t.bo oaeoa 
m ld • .l.oneu 1n t.llc at tnched papora 
a.1d ctrart aome lotter for me to 
s end 'J.r s , H.:>os~vc l t telling b.ar 
what ao t1on has bean tflkan . 

o ll.llJ.-.Finlf. , IA>I;t& tll\U .&l•ne 
.:Sll, l ll-Ueyer , Ali"rod ar~c1 nec!w1g 
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tol ar &.loanor 1 

l huva l'OCI•1vad todq :JOur bttar Of Octobe r l4 
oncloalnu oopl&o or lottora aent by your dauahter t o 
u.r . ;,vra •&J'l•an wi tb raji:> rd to certain via& oaaea . 

J;r • •• arra n • •• appointed allnhte r ~o the r..IOGiinicon 
Republio laa t a uor.or ~.a has now bean a t hia poa t for 
ao,_.. t,;o :wa tla. I hbve no doub t. t.ba t 1• . the raaaoo 
;rour daunhter , ... recel ved no rapl:J to ~uaae let tara . 

I am oon•e~uant.ly t~vins ~he oaaea aubcitta d to 
tile preaont Ohiar or ~:Ue Via& Uivhion , loll' . Boward K. 
1'ravera, with tho l'e queot tua t ho let me ha ve ,.,.. 
1~MA~d1ate l'aply to theae 1nquir1ea. t.a aoon &a l 
have a r e port on tha oaaoa, I a ua l l , of oourae, ba 
t~lad to let you know. 

llelleva ne 

"'ra . Roouv .. lt., 
'lha 'ilh1 te Uou.aa . 

U: .;., : IJ 

Your a vor'l a 1noaraly. 

SWDDtl' We~ua 

.----· ~ ...,.,. c.oy t f 

... ~ 0 • ... ..... ... 
'"' ... 0 
0>0 .. .. 

< <> ,_. .. 



Oc t c 'Mr 27 , 1042 

Dear ll.oanor t 

In r opl7 to 70ur le~tor of OOtobor 19 , wtth 

wt1le.h you onoloaod a comore..rw:1w:t coverlnc the oo.1e 

of ~re . El l ot P~att ' a br othor , I am oond!nJ JOU 

herew1 th e. M::LOrandw:a. r esardll"''G tho matt er wb1cb 

oovora tht 11 t uat1on ani which Also, J think , lllotlce a 

eCllle uae.tul 1\&e&• • tl ona . 

If thero 1a &J11'thln,; turtllAir I can do 1n th1a 

oaa e t.o 'be ot help, pl euo l et a.o know . 

Believe me 

Yo\U"a very alno erdy , 

u.ra . ftooeevelt , 

Tho '""1 te Jlouee. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ADVISER ON POLITICAL RELATIONS 

MEMORANDUM 

October 23 , 1942 . 

U--Mr. Welles: 

The attached memorandum 
answers the two points which 
Mrs Roosevelt raised regard­
ing George Wenzel, the brother 
of Mrs. Eliot D. Pratt. 

: Jj, 
Laurence Duggan 

PAfLD:DMZ . ) 
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DIVISION OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS 

Octo~r 23, 10.2 ~ . ..,!ro~ 

PA/LD - Mr. Duggan: 

~With regard to the attached oaaa or Mr. Geor(e 
Wenzel , I haTe aeoerta1ned troa the Viea DiTie1on that 
although the ReTiew Cocaittee and the Board or Appeal • 
haTe turned down b1e requeet t or an i .. igrant Tiea, the 
Depart.ent or Juat1oe ie not deporting euob people and 
that tha7 are belng allowed to lt&J on under tllrtbar 
exteneion O f their Yieitore 1 Titat, Mr. fraTert O f the 
Vita DiTition hal been in t ouch with t he Depart.ent ot 
Juatica and baa receiTed aeeurancee that tba7 will do 
eYerJthlng poeeible t o arrange t or Xr. Wenzel to raaa1n 
in thie oountr, without tllrther dlttloultJ in eplte or 
the tact that hie Geraan paeeport hae lepeed, In raot 
Xr. 'fraTere Juet telephoned •• aga1n to 1&7 that he 
haa bean i n t ouch with the headquarter• or the X..i­
gration and Naturalization SerTioe ln Pblladelphla 
and hae been aeeured that the laclt of renewal or the 
Geraan paeeport bae nothing to do wl t h the exteneion 
or peraiuion to et&J 1n thie oountr7 and that in oaee 
there la nothing adTeree round ln Mr. Wenzel'• tlla 
theJ will baTe hh extended perahlloo t o et&J 1n thie 
countr, authorized within twentJ ainutee. Unl.au I 
not1t7 JOu to t .hl contrarJ, I think we oan oonlldar 
thle aatter oontiraed, 

Xr. WUeon in 0-L hae intcraed ae that enea7 allene 
euch ae Mr. Wenzel •&J not anliet in the United Statee 
Aray , but that theJ aa7 be 1Tol untaril7 1nducted1

, 'fhie 
inTolTel a r ather ooaplicated procedure vhiob can be ex­
plained to Xr . Wenzel b7 hle draft board or SelectiTa 
SerYioa headquartere. 'fhle proct4ura ioTolTea eubaittlng 
Tarlcua docuaentation and recoaaandatlone to the l ocal 
draft board wb1ob ln turn paeeea thea on to the Steta 
Coealtte81 which refer th• through the regular obannele 
to the Ara7 t or tlnal action. 'fheratore, it Mr. Wenzel 
hae not Jet reglatered t or the draft , I auggest t hat he 
do eo 1n order that these procedure• •&J be 1n1t1atad, 
eince 1t aeeae tbe cnl7 w&J be can get into the ~ 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE UNDER SECRETARY 

October 21 , 1942 

I PA/LD 
Mr . Duggan: 

On account of your 

personal interest in this 

case, will you take the 

matter up and let me know 

~ttl 
U~ :DMK 



Dear E'u:nne r : 

THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

Oc~obe~ 19 , 1942 

C!1!1 an thine b~ d.one about t his c&se? 
Tht: boy c annot go back t o Gel"':'b~' , as h~ h~:. s 
b<:len ~n .~ctive ;..nti-tlazi ter~ ond it is known. 

He "muld like t o enlist in t.he "rt':V, 
but does not kll ·)<~ ho~ · t o go c.bout it . Ht: is in 
t!t~ dr aft ~~e . 

Cordie:.lly y'lul·s , 
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BIOGRAPHICAL DM'A CONCERNING GEORGE WENZEL 

Geoq;e Wen~el was born in St. Georgen, Genii&IIY, February 
10, 1917, and eo ie now 26 yeara of age. Hie f ather ia dead; hie 
mother, two brother• and a aiater are, eo far aa he kna.a, still living 
and living in Germaey. Both hia brothers are, he believea, eening in 
the Gel'lllan Arm~/• He haa one aiater liTing in the llnited States, Trude 
Wenzel Pratt (Wra. Eliot D. Pratt) 8 West 9th Street, New York, N. Y. 

Arter gradut. ting from aohool, he c11111e to the United Statu to 
viait hia slater; he arrived July Sl, l9S6, s. S. Bremen. Because of 
avereion to conditione in Germaey at that tillle, he returned to the United 
Stat•• on December lS, 1938 , s. s. Bremen, and haa remained here ever 
ainoe. 

George l'ren~el ie in the United Statu with Tiaitor•a atatua. 
The period for which he waa admitted baa been extended twice by the 
r.mlgration authorities. An application for further extenaion filed in 
Januar,y 1S41, baa not ae yet been approved; the difficulty ia that hia 
German paaeport haa lapeed and he has to date been unable to get it 
revalidated. In the Spring of 1941 he tried to go to Cuba to secure an 
taaigration viea enabling him to return to the United statea for per­
manent residence but beoauae hia legal etay here had expired and hia 
application for extension of stay had not yet been granted, he wae unable, 
because of the Cuban regulation• in force at that time, to aeoure entry 
to that country, 

Since hie return in 19S8 Geort;e Wenzel baa been atudying at the 
Universi~ of Connecticut and at Kaaaachueetta State College. Be ia 
greatly interested in aoientific farming methode and expeeta to get a 
dootor•a degree in agron~. 

Thou,gh he waa not forced to leave Germany, George Wen&el baa 
reason to believe that his return to tb&t country would be dangeroue. 
Hie aiater Mra. Eliot D. Pratt and he have both been active in Allti-Na&i 
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o rganintiona and aotivitiea in thh &country and thia h known to the German author itiea . It is alao known that before he lett Gennany he helped Jewiah l'ri.-tda to eaoape from Germany. When in June 1941 he aaked the Gerlll&n Consulate General in New Yorlc to renew hh pa .. port , it was very evident that he i s pe r sona non r,rata. 

Ootobor !1 , 1!142. 

Copied October 19 , 1942 . 
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SUWUA!l't 0P VISA Pt'!ITION CASE r6' 

In Juno 1~41 Geoq~• Wenael ulced the eoo.>o. CowoU tor 
.ANrloan Unity to he lp h1a file a pplloation tor Ce.nadi&n pre-e--.lnaUon. 

H11 brother-in-law, Eliot D. Pratt, and tho l&tter ' • brother, 
O.art• o. Pratt, -.,;roed t.o ur-.e aa 1poneon and tlll.,d out the State 
Dep&rtlllct roru (Fonu 8 and c) u.ud for 1\lOh purpoae. Eliot o. Pratt 
aubllittod 1o o011noot1on with h . .h apon1or affida'Yit lotter l or reteretloo 
f'rolll Juttloe Felix Pranlcfurter a.nd t'r• Dr• Alvin$. John1on, Dlroot.or 
of tho New School tor Soolal Ro1oaroh ; Geor~o D. Pratt•• rotoroncoa ware 
Frofoator Charlot A. Board &nd Congro••=-n Joaoph Clark Baldwin. 

Tho •ponaor &rtldavlta and aoooap~lnG dooumettta and letter• 
wore co.-plot.~ 1ocaotll:w 1n $opteaber : on tho -.dvloo of t ho Vba DiYh ion 
they wore, howovor, not aubmlttod till Nov .. bor 11, 1941 •• tho tnter­
do.-rta.nt.al Coaaitt.e•• ••r• not ro.ady to ~;in c.ondd.ratlon to p•t1t1on• 
tor- adorlaory opinion tibd. in 1a;halt or al.1oA eMali... About the aame tl•• 
th• other dooUttleftta r-equir•cl in oonn•otloo. w1 th a.n application tor ill­
ai&ration viea were ror-war-cled to th• American Cona~lat• Ceneral in 
Montreal, and applioatiort tor pre-ex.a1oat1on waa aub.itt8d to the Com­
atuloo.er ot bml.r;.rat1on and Haturaliut1on. 

ltl Wq 15142 the Chht or the Vita. Olvidon notltiecl th• CODftOD 
Council tor ~riean Unity that tho lntorclepart.ental Ca..itt•• had 
4eo1clecl it oo~ld. not aake a favorable r-•eo~a.tion to the A3or1oan 
Coneul G.noral in UOntreal tor the 1eauaaoe of an t..i&r&t1on via& to 
Oeort e Ytonnl· U 1a ouli'tOlflll.ry, be md/or- hh eponaon wore, hCJIIfe"for, 
a.t·torded an opportunity to •r&Ue a.g,alnat thb d•oldon betoro • vi .. Re­
view Coarlttee and on Ju.l)' 17, 1942 <korea W•nul •nd hla brothor-b2-law 
did ao. However, th• Visa Revt.ew eo-lit-t-ee and the Boa.rd ot J.ppoal• oon­
tlr..d th• adverao d•olalon or tho Inhrclopa.rtMntal Co.dtte• and notice 
to that etteot na .. nt Geort• Tienael and tho COiaOn Council tor AMrioa.n 
Uni ty on September 2, 1942. 
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