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Eu - Mr. At her t on: 

f'!.r . Tc., l ox .left t b la 
"'1 t h a e on S. turr~ay . I t hink 
it ;:ou l d b-. .. el l f vr h i m t o 
i nforo 'l1r He.·bert Erner son 
o f ti1o stepb we h~vt ~ll' eEtdy 
taken >< t Vi chy. 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE . 

• 
.._ HI I.8EI.1' &MI:ItSOS'. U • REGENT STREET . 

0 C.l.lt, ILl."..S..I, l" I I. LON DON 8 W . l . 

123/60. 11th August , 1942. 

You will no doubt have seen in the Press 
reports that Laval has accepted the principle or the 
Nazi Decr ee by which Jews in unoccupied France ar e 
to be deported to Poland and the parts or Russia occupied 
by the lads. This is an extension or the policy which 1s 
being systematically pursued in occupied countries. So tar 
as the latter are concerned, it is impracticable to do 
anything. As regards unoccupied France, there i s not, 
I think, ~uch prospect or either your Government or the 
British Government being able to give even temporary 
asylum to the persons concerned, at any rate on a 
considerable scale and the number involved i s at least 
10. 000 and may be as many as 20.000. 

The only other measure appears to be d1pl011a­
tic pressure on Vichy by your Government since it may 
deter Laval from this monstrous step if he knows that 
it will outrage public opinion i .n America. 

I would be very grateful if you could repre­
sent the matter to the Stat e Department . 

With every good wish to Krs. Kyron Taylor 
and to yours ell, 

The Bon. Yyron C. Taylor 
71 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. U.S.A. 



DID'AR'I"MENT Of' STATC 

DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 
)/ .Tune 29 , 1942 

Bu - t~.f'. lllane,a::_ 

Tbenk JOU lettiDS .. eee thia, 
The Brithb Aabaaaador reee11tb 
wrote intol'lllalb to Mr. Well•• 
about the oonceaaion, and iD hie 
rep}7 Mr. Wellea atate4 that ha had 
tak.a careful note or the ~aaaador•a 
plea ror aacraoy. Acoord1Dg to an 
e ccompenymemt to the Ambaeeador'• 
note , the Brit ilb Government inton~ed 
Dr. Wei~ in contideooe or the 
conceeeion 1!114 the latter ex~•••4 
hilllaalr aa aat1etied. Thua, aa tha 
Z1oniata have their ~lJ., . it Seftlll 

unlikely tllat tbeJ wil l Pr&!ll .ua tor 
iut'ODDft1on. 
Jit>~ · 
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OtPA~TMENT OF STATE 

I I ,_. 
DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

MF.liORANDUH 

Jun!! 29, 1942. 

::... ··nV 
Witn reference to the 

second parasraph ot Eu's memo­
randum of June 26, word has 
just been received that the 
Senate has restored the appro­
priation tor the Intergovern­
~ental Committee tor t he next 
fiscal year and that the House 
has concurred . Mr. Myron Taylor 
has been so inform~~~~~ 

~~ SECIIETARy 
~ Qr 4''-. .,,., 

~ ~ \ ' . ' 1 194' ~ } I. 
Eu: ney:AM ~ 
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June 26, 1942:~ 
·. 

~r~ Welle/} ~ Lh -\-\-., f(lf, J, r r ~ \~. 'r\ 
The prin~~t ~ ~rd~Ji~terton' a le t ter 

i s the statement tha t the British Governaent will not 
in the future turn away from Palestine r efugees who 
may land on i ta shores. This in itself is a valuable 
concessi on and illustratea the value or the Inter­
governmental Committee and of our reference to it of 
the Struma ease. However, since Lord Winterton asked 
t hat t his be kept in strictest confidence, t here ap­
pears to be little we can give t o interested groups, 
inoluding Rabh1 N ephen 6. Wise , at this t ime. Ae 
an arden t and militant Zionist, it would be especially 
risky to entrust Rabbi Wise with this secret i nforma­
tion. I t he or others should later press us tor i nfor­
mation reeoeeting the action taken by the Intergovern­
mental Commi ttee to take cLre or possible cases similar 
to t he Struma, we might make some guardedly-worded 
statement to the erreot th8t we nov have a t acit under­
a tan.ding With the Bri t1ah to work together on such 
problems as they arise, Within the limite dictated by 
the military situation. 

Recentl y t he House Appropriation Committee failed 
t o include i n its recommendations to the House funds tor 
the cont inuance or t he Intergovernmental Committee tor 
t he next fiscal year . The Department has written to 
the Chairman or t he senate Appropriation Commi t tee asking 
for t he inclusi on of tnla item but i t appears problematic 
whether we will succeed . I t i s presumably on t his 
oo1nt t hat J.!r , l:yron Taylor wants to t alk w1th you. 

0 ... 



MYRON C . TAYI..OA 

71 &AQAOWAV 

N£W Y ORk 

June 23 1942 

Hon . Sumner Welles , 
Under Secretary or State , 
Wa shington , D. c. 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

With fur t her reference to your f avor 
of March 30 1942 , I communica ted wi th 
Lord Winterton in regard to the situa­
tion of which the SS "St ruma • incident 
was an example , in order tha t it might 
be brought to the member Gover nments 
of the Steering Committee of the I nter­
governmental Committee . 

This raises a question in my mind as 
to the future or the Intergovernmental 
Committee , concerning which I would 
like to have a brief dis cus s ion with 
you on my next visit to ~ashington . 

Sincerely yours , 

m 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE. 

fl,.~,.. 

IN• II KRUHRT IUHiltSON, U o RI.OINT 8TAI.CT. 

0 C.I.L .C.~. I . C,B K, I 
' ' ? 

LONDON, 8 .W , I 

28th l~ ay , 194~ . 

• 'hank you ver;t 'lllc h 1nde~d for your letter of the :net 
'a1•ch regarding the tragic inci dent of' the s . a . "Struma" . 

!'Il ia di seater caused, ae you mey v;el l 1mr.gLne, t he ·rea teet 
distress to my Oo ve rnment , nnd on receiving yo ur lette r I 
a t once consulted t he authorities concerned, from whom I 
lea r ned that they had already answered en enquiry on the 
subject recelved f rom the State !.leper tment . ·~his 1'18!1 in 
addition to the public explen t.tions given 1n i>r rl1anent 
by the Secr e t ary of State nnd the Under-Secretar y of' State 
for the Colonies on t he 10t11 and 11th i:.arch. I enclose 
copies of' all three documents fol' your information . 

So much for t he p nst . 'i?ur letter deals "'ainly with 
the future , and I shou ld like to say f'i r 2t how oord<ally I , 
es Chatman of the I n tergovernmental Cont"1ittee, welcome your 
interest and assi ~tence i n f'ind ! nu a sol~t ion to a probl eo 
of which the "Str u."1a" c f'f'n t r 1ms so ghas•ly an illustra tion . 
You speak or oember lo vernments of the Intergovernmental 
Cont,it~ee considering o concerted pl an to avoid similar 
disaster s . ,.f t:er consult ation with Si r he r bert Emerson 
and the sp!)r opriate uri1:1sh Gove rnment De _) artntente , I would 
venture to suggest tht t in present circu~qt:ancee the 
only ttlo member Go vernments 1. ho 11oo uld be capable of t t'king 
affective a ction , or at least drawing up pr acticable 
s uuge e tions , woul d be the United States Government and . 
my own Government . '!'he problem (which i s incidentally one 
of disorderly emi gration ns contrasted wi th the o r derly 
migrati on ''hich t he IntergovAr nmental Comr'\i ttee was t'orned 
to promote) has \ ts hurnan1tAr ian a"td political a spects, 

:he H?nournble 
,,yron r: . '-tt".-,lor , 

I.., ter<{OvernMPn toll Com."'J. t~ee . 
tieTI York . 
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complex enough in peace time, but complicated oven more in time 
of war by quest ions of milita ry security. As you say, the 
exodus ur the Jewa from Gernan-controlled 3urope is instigated 
by the l~a::i reg ime \lhich ha~ ot least two notlves: l'irst to 
cause political embarrassnent 1n t he ~iddle Bas t, end second 
to introduce ene,ny a,;ents, or pe1•eong capable o f being used 
as such, into territory under A.~olisd control. '<'he :'IUinber 
of the latter may be extremely small in comparison With the 
number or peopl e who have every compelli.ng human reason fo r 
wishin~ to escape , but the fpct must obvi~ualy be taken i nto 
the coat serious considerat ion by the authori ties responsible 
fo r security in Pa lestine and the 'Iiddle Rest generally. 
~he political embnrrasement , too, is or the ,rentest importllllce . 
,.e :mow from experience that no country to whioh these 
unhappy shipments ~roceed is willing to admit t hem. 
I ndbcri minAte rece >tion of them in Palestine would, the ori tish 
Authorities are convinced, result in ever-increasing Gqrman 
instigation to other parties >f J e<ta to leave, ond apart !'rom 
questions or security involved in the recep tion of unli mited 
n UAlbers or pe1•sone cor.ling from enB;'ly terri tory , and wt th 
relat i ons still under enemy control, there ie the dieturbing 
effect on the ArPb >~orld, at a critic al moment of the war , 
if it coul d be plausibly represented that the ';lhite Paper 
policy in r espect of Palestine was being substantial ly 
modified. Under the stress ot war both your country and 
mine have fbund 1 t necessary to tighten up l.lmligration 
restrictions egain~t people who, whatever may be their personal 
views and claims , ere , 1n feet , eneny a liena, and a contradic tion 
is to a certain extent unavoidable between what feelings ot 
humanity \\tluld pree•·ribe and vi tal conditions of security 
~d military prudence a l low. 

This 1a the negative aspect o r the case , and I think 
you will appreciate the reasons why my Covsmment has been 
unntle , in lfl'.r - time, in spite of the ve ry strong bumani te::oian 

/ aspect 



aspect , to &ive any cover of leaality to illegal i mmi gration 
directed towards Palestine. It is entirel y contrary to 
my Govsrnmen• ' s declared pol icy to assist enemy- ovmed 
sh ips to reac h Br1 tioh ports o r to assiet enemy subjects 
by ths g ant of rssidence vi sas which woul d 1'sc111tate 
t l.sir entry into Hritiah-controllsd terr itory . This 
does no t , however, mean that these wretched vict i ms of 
tlaz i persec ution would be turned back. Even in the case 
or the "Struma" messages were s ent to the Turkish 
Government not to return the ship unti l a rrangements 
could be made f or receiving the children. Unf'or t unately 
theee messages fai led in their effect , but stepe have now 
been taken which should result in pr event ing any recurrence 
of such a t r agedy as the "Struma"; that i s to say the 
'rurkieh Government , when they require future pat•tiea of 
illegal immt gr ante to leave their territorial 11aters , will 
not pr event them f'rorn conti:tuint; thei r voyage onwards . 
'.I' his, of cour se, wi ll be into a zone of war iii th 1 ts 
p eculi ar risks , against which the British Government can 
obviously give no guarantee . But the shi •s will a t 
lsast have the opport Wli ty of making for some snore wi th 
a reasonable hope of being received, and I can inform 
you in ~riot confidence that should tha t shore be 
Pa les tine , there would be no question of expelling the 
shi p or passenbers. I n other words, t he British 
author! ties canno t in any way modify their- attitude 
towards illega l immi gr a tion and so cannot f acilitate 
the entry of visa-lees p ersons i nto Pa lestine; but ~hose 
who succeed in reaching t ha t count ry will , i f they have 
no sltcr n&tive des tinati on and no choice be t ween 
admission to Palestine and r etur n to Pazi domination , 
be a l l owed to lend. They will then be pl aced in detainment 
camps and those who pass the securl.ty and economic check 
will g r adual ly be re l eased against the current quo t a s . 
I shoul d emphasiee that thi s statement of my Uovernment ' s 
policy is ex tremely confidential ; were it made public 
the Germans would be only t oo r eody to break it down by 
shipping off frotJ the uelKans every kind of unwanted person . 
You will appr eciate that , in t l.1s event , the Allied 
war- effort in the !Iiddle Eest vroul d be moRt seriously 
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tnre atened, and my uovernment would be co"lpelled to 
reconsider its posit ion. In fnct , in i ts anxiety to relieve 

distress in thin particular matter , it Apns3rs to me tha t the 
rlritish autho rities are taking a certain risk . 

i urthor than this, in any c a se , my Government does not 
feel able to go . '!'heir t"ifficulties would of course be 
gre~tly eased if destination s other than Pa l estine could be 
made available . Some of the .,assengera have been found to 
be ex- employees of the Uni t ed States Letfations or Con!'nlates 
in eneny-controlled countries . 1/ould it not be pos~ J. ble 

f or 'these to be ~ranted un ited States v isas? If so , 
temporar y r efuge in Pa l estine could, I am sure , be arranged. 
-''l'ain , it moy be ussumed that many of the i11111igran ts will not 
fit into the e conony of Pa les t ine , but might well be 

absorbed in more spacious countries further froM the zone 
of a ctual operations , for exom;>le , Letin American countries . 
Could not the intake of immigrants into san Domi ngo , t'or 
example , be substHn tially increa sed? I t would be an 
extre1nely delic a te 1\Stter for the Eritish Government to 
suguest the reception of such persons, especially in coun'&ries 
which have la~d such emphasis on their unwillingness to 
r eceive J ewish immi~.; rants. But I shoul d be "ratef ul to 
know your view on the poss i bility of a joi nt move by our 
respective authorities . The "Struma" ca se , as you sey , 
has caused comprehensible indignation , and a demand f or 
!)rl!vertive action . But , as you a lso point out , this 
ie only part of the whole grea t 9roblem of the deliberate 
Oerrnan eYtrueion of un11ant ed Je11s from territories under 

' 

their control. In time of peace this cal led for international 
action; in t i me of 1var it is a burden which can only be taken 
up 1n 'the t'iret instance , so it seems to us hers , by your 
c ountry and ours . I have ex) lained our difficulties, and 
I have told you of action which the liritish Authorities 
earnestly hope will afford at least some relief , but a 
r adical solution which would 01ve satisfaction to the conscience 
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of a ll civilised countries demands the most careful p reparation and i f , after r eading this , I fe ar , leng thy letter and it s encl osur es , you have any other p r oposa l to make , I should be most grateful to r eceive it , and can pr omi se t o t ake it up i mmediately and actively with the authorities concerned . 



Copy. 

( i'/ 3401 / 652/ 48) 

SI:"KING OF M/S " STRtnJA" . 

All m1~teri ol f'tJ.cts l'e l t ting t :> t he sinking of t he 
l.l/S "Struma" on Febr ur.ry 24th with such dep lorcble loss 
oi' life h~.ve nO'. , :.Jft e r i nvestiz:o.tion , been stated i "'l 
PE.r l iame nt by the Secretary for the Colonies on IU.rch 10th 
and by the Under - Secretary in re oly t o a question on 
Ma rch 11th . I t mt.y , howeve r , be added that, c lthough 
f,ll ';he immigrants on boc.rd this ship were , so f ur as 
i s know , of enenw nu tion a li t~· , While the sbi~ ' s 
cq;>t~ in anr1 crev1 t h emse lves \':ere also enemy t Bulgar i an) , 
i t VI~:<S not onl y on this accotmt tha t it was f' ound 
impossible to f:N·nt permis ::; i on to en t e r Pa les tine to tmy 
of the i m:nigrants ex <·ep t the children . T'ne regul-•rised 
admi ssion of J ewish i mmi grants i s f'undu::,ent t.l to Hi s 
Mc: jes t y ' s Government ' s policy nnd to reverse it :;.t a 
critica l moment of the vn~r would involve ::: r i sk of 
d nngerous r epercussions on the non- J f3\'11sh popula tions of 
the Lliddle Zost which mi £·ht n:'f'~ct the v•hole conduct of the 
War . 

2 . His Majest y ' s Government hcve b~en by no means 
insensible to the t e>• r ibl e perse cut ion in Germ' I'\V end 
German- controlled countrie s , ond hove c iven m:::ny 
p r e_ctical demonst r ations o:r their :.:.nx i ety to c.:;; sist the 
victims of r~cinl ~nd relig ious perse cution . I llega l 
i m-.i gr ants v ho h.:.ve reached Pal esti ne ht.ve been end 11111 
continue to be treat ed 'llith e very reg ... r e f or humcnity , 
but indiscriminate &nd subst~nt ial ~ditions to their 
number cannot but be reg" rded with the gr e.r.tes t 
mi s g iving by the ~outhorities r esponsibl e :for t he 
militl:l'Y end polit i c ul security of the Mi ddle E:;. ·t . 
The Un1 ted Stutes Gove1·nrnent , are , of course , t.van·e 
thc.t His Mnjesty ' s Government ur e not '• lone in find ing 
it vitt.lly necess:!r•y , under the stress of Wilr , to 
p l ace restrictions on emi gration f ron enemy countri es. 

3 . His Majesty ' s Government h t. ve n o confi rm::tion 
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of the re oor t ment ioned in the l ast p • r ugr :. ph of the St .. te Depcrtment ' s memor~ ndum . According to t h e ir informa tion the Turkish Government , who hsr a l re ady expressed t heir incbil i ty to c.llow the childre n fro.,., the "StrUl'la" to be l anded Gnd t E}:en <:cross Turke~' to Palc~ stine , were cpnreh n s i ve of en :lt ter"J!) t to f c~·c e them to 3ccept ::.11 t re immi trrr.nts in t h e ir terr i tOT'!' , ann so aecided to return t he shi to t he po1·t from w'· i ch it s :· iled . 

FOR :I GN O.l7IC-: , S . '.'1 . 1. 

14th f~ · rch , 1942. 



EXTRACT FROM 
HOUSE OF LOIIDS DEBATES 

1 0 MAR 1942 



PALESTINE. 
LoRD DAVIES rose to direct auentton 

to the situation in Pa.Jes.tine; a.nd to move 
for Papers. The noble Lon! .. id : lly 
Lords, I beg to move the )lotion otancJ. 
inc in my name. I COClftsa I do ao with a 
considerable amoont of reluctu>«. Ob­
viously the lui thine any ot us W>nt to 
do in these critical days is to embarrtil 
the GovertUn<nt iD any way. Tho ...,..0<1 
reaaon a that my noble friend who hu 10 
recently IUen up his dutic:o at the 
Colonial Otlice obviomly hu had vuy 
JjnJe time and, lherefort, 1 imagine, none 
of u$ will expec;t him to give a very long 
or reasoned reply to-day. At the ume 
time, one feels it one's duty to draw 
attention to the J?:Olicy that has lx.oen 
pur5ued, and is stilJ being pursued, with 
rtsnrd to P:destine. and to register a. pro­
test, because some of us, at any nue, 
believe that it is not calculated to help 
in winning this war. After aU, that il 
the maio and chief consideratlon. The 
third reason which induced me to put 
this Motion on the Order Paper wu the 
ur~ncy of the matter, because I do not 
believe there is a.oy time to be loot in ,. 
versiDJ the policy .... have bithetto pur­
sued an regard to our treatment of the 
Jews and our treatment of this difficult 
problem. 

There are h~o•o recent e ... ~ts to which 
J should like to draw attention which 
demonstrate the noN ror u~ncy . . first 
of all. there wu the unfortunate lou of 
the ~oamer " Struma " in the Black S.a. 
which we read about a few days llgO. 
SeeoJtdly. we have been informed in 
another place that a cenain number of 
the followers of the ~lufti have been re­
admitted into Palestine. With regard to 
the " Struma. •• this is, as your Lordibips 
are aware, the sewnd case of a ship 
briuging Jewish refugees to P.J .. tine 
being sunk. On the first oceuion, about 
a year ago, the. •• Patria " was sunk at 
Halfll, and at least one hundred of the 
rdu&ees ..-ere drowned. Illy noble fritnd 
Lord Wqwond on February 26 asked a 
qu..UOO in this House with trpn1 to the 
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"'iuuma." wd in his reply the noble 
• ,scouo\ said thrn he under~tood the 
•• StruJt\3. " was n convened yaclll of 
about 200 tons, and that it leh Conitanza. 
in October with some 750 Jew$ on board 
with the object of effecting thclr e.ntry 
illqally into PaJe~tinc. I have bt.oen 
wondering what preclstly waa tbc 
illegality, because under the proviiions 
o! tbt- White Paper there i1 a quota due 
for the present ball year of ~.~oo. whicl> 
is applicable to J .,.,, "'ho ,.,111 to CO to 
Palestine, and I imagine that ,._ un· 
(ottunate Rfugea ~ere anx.ous to be 
taken in as put of the quota (or the 
current haUyear: Therefor< J fail to w 
where the illegality of tbfM p....-linc­
com<S in. and pcr~the noble Vllcount 
will be able to e ' to us more fully 
what he munt w n he de~en'bcd h u 
an illegal act. 

We all know the facts with re-g"3td to 
the loss or the "Struma." Here were a 
lot of refugetS fteeins from the Nad 
tyranny in Rumania ;~.nd In other &lk~~;n 
Cl)llntncs, men. wornen and children who 
otherwise would have round thematlves 
in coocentn.lioo camps subject to all the 
tortures and s.ufferin-J:is whieh they would 
ha\'e had to undergo m those camps. For 
ten weeks they remained at Jttanb1.1l under 
the most hom'b)e conditions of OYtm'OWd· 
ing on this vuy small sttamtr. One can 
itnogint what they had to undorgo. Then 
there was the refusal of the Pa&estin.bn 
authorities. who. I suppose, bad f't'tt:ivtd 
tbtir instru<tioos from Whitthall, to allow 
.- unlortuna"' mugea. ftying !rom 
the Nazi turon. to enter into PalHtine 
and join tbtir co-nationalists in that 
country. I do not iUppoee there i1 any 
other country to which they cO\Ikl have 
con<· Obviously lhe)l could not have 
gone to Glft«. wht:re a large part or the 
population is on the verge of starvation. 
It IS difficult to imagine where they could 
have round any reJuge or asylum othtr 
than in Paltstine. As your Lordships are 
aware. there wero a ooruliderable numbt:r 
ol children on board this steamer. Aher 
ten weeks o£ negotiating the authoritla 
apparently djd .rt.lent 10 far at to be pre. 
partd to allow the children undt.r sixteen 
to be admitted. 

LoRD WEDGWOOD: <>-·tr tlev<n and 
under sixtten4 

LoRD DAVIES: To allow children over 
de\-... and under sUrlftrl to be admilled 
into PalestiM. Unfonunattly that inluuc· 

tlon a.rrived too late. and wh<n this lhip 
went down a.ll pe~ns on board, mtn, 
women and childrt.n, were drowned. l 
have tried to imagine what wtre the 
1easons lhat indoced the Pa lestinian 
authorities to rtfuse admiS&ion to these 
unfortun:lle refu~ees. Were they •piea? 
Old the a.uthonties think that enemy 
asents or $pies might have bet:n included 
in this ship load of mugeal If they 
did, then tbe ob,•ious aMWtr to that wu 
the one which I think the Jewilh Agency 
&ugg<iled to tbtm. th~t all th ... people 
should first of all be interned. and that 
then they should he very cardully sih<d 
and weeded out. No doubt the JOWl in 
Pa.kst.ine would have assisted the authori­
tl<S in this weeding-out pruttso. Clearly 
it is not a superhuman ptdorl~WlCe to 
cany out such silting and to place undtr 
arrest any person who ooukl not give a 
sadlfactory account of himselr. 

It might be said thot th ... rtfugers did 
not come under the quota . lu r Ulldcr· 
stand it, under the quota of the prt'!lent 
half-year, which as 1 have Already said 
!.\mounted to 3,400 them was plenty_ of 
margin to allow them t·o be included, 
and therefore that could not possibly have 
bee.n the reason. Then there IJ the 
~xpense of transporting them from 
l51anbul to Pal<'Stine, but that I under· 
5land was guaranteed by the jewish 
Agency. Moreover, a scxitty in Amt'.rica 
was pr<paJed to put up £6,000 in ol'l<r 
to provide training faa1ities to that theM 
people could be prope<iy emple>yed when 
they reached tb<iT desllnation. The Jut 
poooible explanation is that if th ... people 
had been allowed into Palrstine we lhould 
have incurred the hostility of the Arabs. 
I wont to uk, what Arab& I ObviOU!Iy 
we should have incumd the hoitatity of 
the Mufti and his followers, but that does 
not mean we were going to incur the 1\01-
tillty or the vasl majority of the Arabs, 
who, afte.r all, I btlicve arc decent people 
and not entirely without hum .. ·ul reelinJ,'I· 
I eannot help thinking that the refutal on 
the p1u't of tbe :..uthorit.ies to allow thtse 
rdug~ to enter the country can only be 
chan.ctt.riud as a stupid, callous and in· 
human act, and that the only rHIOn for 
the musal ..... the wish 10 cuny favour 
with the Arab recalcitrants. 

What can 'A't! imagine are some of the rep<',._.,. whicl> have followed this 
moot callous bcboviour Oft our part! I 
wonder what tbe Arabs think about It! 



~oss OF ST£AIIISUI P " STRUMA." 

29- llr. Upooo a.ked the Under-Stcre­
tary of State lor tbe Colonies wMhcr be 
can now n:takc a lt&tement concerning the 
sinking of the •• Struma •• with 769 pas-
5W&tB on board, including 270 women 
and 10 thildren 1 

Mr. Hllrold Moomillout Tho ·· Struma •• 
was a converted yacht or about 200 tons. 
Flying tho Panamanian fiag. •he loft Con­
•t•nza b.st October with 10me 76q J ews 
on board with the intention of effecting 
their entry Ulegally into Palatine. She 
reatbcd Istanbul about mid-December. 
~<hen she v.~ d<SCJibcd u being badly 
O\'trcrowded, and lhtrtafttr con»cluable 
repairs to ber en&mes had to be .Uccted. 
While she was lyin~ at Istanbul, the 
Turkish authorities tntimated that the 
~ngers could not be allowed to remain 
an Turkey. Tbe Palestine Government 
also made it clear, with tho support of 
His Majesty's Government. 0\at they 
could not be admitted to Palestine. This 
actio.n was in conformi,ty with the policy 
coOSlStently followed 11nce the establish­
ment of the mandatory n!gime aod 
publicly eoolirmcd bY His Majesty's Gov­
ernment in Novembtr, 1940. 

Wben the Turkish authorities louod that 
tbe passel\&ers would not be admitted to 
Palestine, they decided on 2yd Ftbruary 
to send the vessel back to tbe Black Sea. 
On 24th February newo was reoeived that 
she bad sunk as a result of an explosion 
(our or five miJes from the entrance to 
the Bosphorus. The cnuso of the disaster 
is not definitely establiohed. She may 
have struck a mine, but the poS&ibility of 
hor having been torpedoed is not ex· 
duded as a Turkish vessel was torpedoed 
in the vicinity about the time. 

His Majesly's Government gROtly do­
plore tho tragic loss of tile which occurred 

in tllis disutor. They had hoped tllat 
dlect micl>t have been &iveo to the offer 
of the Palestine Gcwemmeot to admn to 
Palestine the thildrm on board bel»<en 
the aces of .. aod t6. but this proved 
impraetic:abl<: as the Turkish autbont.c. 
did not fttl themstlves able to give the 
nec:t$Ary permission to laud. His 
Majesty 1 Govunmeot earnestly hoee that 
auc.h a tragedy wiU not «cur ag:un. It 
docs not lie lQ their power, however. amid 
~e dangers and uncertainties of w11r. to 
&lt.JC any guar.uuee. nor Qn lhty be party 
to any meouures which would undermine 
th; existinJ policy regarding Uleg>J im· 
mtgration mto Palestine. in view of the 
widtr ~ucs in,•olved. Subject to ~ 
,_rvauons. however, I cao oay that H11 
Majesty:s Government will endeavour. 10 
far u hes in their power. to ensure that 
lhtre iJ no recurrence of such a di.suter as 
that which befell the "Struma:· 

M_r. I.I()IOn: Is my boo. Friend awl.\re 
that a great many people. both In this 
nnd other countries. have been !Shocked 
by this trngedy? Is he aware that this ll 
the s«ond . tihip containing unrortunrut 
"'fug«S whtd\ has been blown up within 
a year? May I ask whether he will con­
sult with his S oble Friend to see whether 
it is possible to moke sucb modificationo 
in th~ prac.tical, application of the policy 
of HIS Majesty s Government in rtgand 
to P~lestine as moy make lraj!edies of I his 
kind impossible to occur agatn? 

hlr. M~entillan: ! will consult my 
N?blo Fnend, but, 1f my hon . Friend 
wtll r<;~d the statement I bave made he 
will sec that. subject to the reservatio~ of 
the general widor policy not being a fleeted 
the • Govemm<nt will do everythi.,g 
po5Siblt. 

Mr. U pooo: \Viii my hon. Friend bear 
in miod in those consultations that if tbe 
ship bad been an onemy ship. Gmnan. 
ItAlian or j apanese, thos< on boand would 
have been interned. and wUI be not con­
sider whether a . policy of that kiud is 
not better thnn exposing them to danger ? 

&lr. arnomillan: l will convey oil 
those point• to my Noble Friend. 

1 1 MAR 194~ 
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