LA e
.“ ‘;1I..

e
2




mﬂmnmmnmmﬁ

I em wondering I1f as & part of the world war racord
it would not now be in order for the Unlted Natlons to
draft sn indietment of the Hazla -- ma a
substitute for trial of the war makera. It ssems to
me & Unlted Hutlons indictment would make & groat
popular appeal here and in Europe -- malking it na

apecific as poasibls -=- yet broad sncugh’ to take in

averything.
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by dear Nr. Lastemani

I kave recelved your letter of October 7, 1942
with which you euclosed a memcrandum in regard to the
grave asltuation of the Jews 1ln Jeman=-occupied hurone.

The Covernment of the Unlted States of America 1s
fully aware of the desperats pllight of tieae unhappy
peaple and will contlnue its elforts to alleviate thelr
gondltlon wherever wnd whenever possiltle. A2 you know

the United Nations have slready losued formal statements

expressing thelr abhorrence of the atroclitles committed

in oseupled rurcpe and providing for the full punishcment

of the war criminals responsible for them. The naces=
sary organization has been estacllahed in Iopdon for
1istiny thoss criminals to be crought to trial, 1 be-
1tieve that this step adequately mests your rejueat for
gome expliclt declaration on the part of the Allled
FTowars.

1 sasure you that the Amerlcan Jdovernment will
consalder carefully every vossible meusure that ray be
taken to promots the welfure of these uniortunate per—
sons. One of the maln purpopea lor whlch this war la
beln. foucht is to ensure that all of the =a0pias of
the world, regardless ol race or creed, will not in
the future be subject to meas porsecutions ol the type
imposed Y7 the Axls Natlons.

Sincerely yours,

¥re L. L. Essterman,
Political Secretery, World Jewlsh Longress,
iritish Section, 1 Harley Street,
Cavendish Zquare, W.l.,
London, *ngland.
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October 20 1942
MEXORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

AND
THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

GERMAN ATHOCITIES

Fursuant to suggestion, I arranged an asppointment for this
morning with Rabbl Stephen 5. Wise, his son James Waterman Wise,
and Dr. Nahum Goldmann.

I indicated to them briefly the situstion ss I viewed it as
the result of conversation with those whom I met upon my recent
trip. It is in substance ss followsa:

1. That the atroeitles in France, Poland and Yugoslavia are
confirmed es generally reported.

2. That among my papers which I left with the President are
two documents which bear upon the subject.

3. That welfare agencies are not now permitted, and I doubt
if they will be permitted, to do anything asetive within Poland
until some change occcurs in the war situation in EBurope which
affects the Nezi plan of extermination of many and the removal
of others from given territories.

4. That I would urge upon the President and the Secretery
of State that s further condemnation of Nazi inhumanity be
maede at an early date; that I recently urged upon the Pope
and the Cardinal Secretary of State that the Pope do likewise,

and that the United Nationa' representatives at the Vatiean had

already made a similar demarche.
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If the President should conclude to make such a stete-
ment, I think it would be desirable for me to send a wire
in advence to Mr. Tittmann indicating that the President
proposed to make such a condemnation, again urging His Holi-
ness to do likewice.

It seems to me that this opens an opportunity to cover
on a broad scale the whole question of atrocities such as
the Japanese are said to have inflicted upon our fliers and
upon civilians--the staete of their attitude toward our
soldiers in general; alsg the attitude of the Germans toward
eivilian populations in 21l the invaded countries.

You will have found in my papers a charge by the Yugo-
slave of Italiesn cruelty toward numbers of the people who
have been transported into northern Italy. I do not think
we have the same cumulative evidence of Ttalian misuse of
prisoners or of transported civilians that we have in the
other two instances, and I am not sure that I would ineclude
Italy in such an indictment.

You will reczll that as early as the winter of 1940 His
Holliness the Pope condemned in no uncertain words the policiesg
of the Axis snd the conduct of ite armies toward peoples of
religious and political character. When Von Ribbentrop visited
the Pope in April of that year His Holiness took him to task for
the inhumanities that had been practiced and were then

reaching their peak in Poland. Von Ribbentrop denied the
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charge, whereupon the Pope reguested permiesion to send
three unbissed investigators into Poland to conduct an in-
vestigntion. Von Ribbentrop refused, geteting that he would
have to refer the matier to Berlin--and of course no further

&nEwWer was ever received.

I hope at un early moment to discuss the whole matter

ful"tflt"r' ?-'ith :fruul- /
MYEAR TATLOR. '_‘/(———-
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II.

III.

IV.

(10/19/ 42)

Personal letter of the Pope to the
President.

Personal response of the Pope to the

memo submitted by MCT on the pesition

of a united America in the war.

Personsl appeal by the Pope to the
President to avold unnecessary
¢ivilien bombing.

Clippings from London newspapers re

bombing
exanple
barity.

of a school in England as
of German ferocity and bar-

Request by the Pope in two parts re
continuation of informetion service
re prisoners of wer and civilians
in enemy countries.
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Lévation RovaLe pE YoucosLavie

PRES LE BAINT SIEGE

vatlican, uvctober tne 24%tn, 1942

Your Excellency,

Witan rererence to tne conversation whicn I hed tne
plessure or naving with you on the 23ra.,I take the liberty
of smending you tne following memorandum ambout the tragic ai-
tuation of tne Yugcoslev internees in Itely.

lnere are ilens oI tnousands of people, ineluding
women and small children scatterea througnout ltaly and their
number constantly increases as = result of new mass deportetion:
In one single camp there are more than 5.000 persons and in
anothner, wnen it is full, there will be room for 20.000 persons.

The feste of this unfortunste people is far worse tnan
thet of the internees of other nations, because ltaly, agginst
e8ll the prineiples or internationel law and witnout walting
for tune end of War, nes annexea lerge troets of Yugoslavia,
For this resson Italy regeras toese unfortunate peonle as
ltalisn subjects ana does not =liow toe Tugoslav Hed Cross to
heve eny deslings witn them or to nelp tnem in eny way. Ho
these unnappy people nave no one to protect them but are lert
at the mercy or ltaly, i.e. or sn enemy wno is responssable
for the deatn of many of their relstions and the destruction

¢f many or their homes.

His Execellency
The non. wyron Vaylor
fersonal Hepresentative of toe Iresident

oI tne U.5.A. to nis gHolinese tne Fope
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In these circumstances I take the lipverty ol begging
Your Excellency to draw tne atte:tion oI the U.S5.vovernment
to the pitiful plignt of tne rugoslav internees in Italy,
witn a view to some Bteps being taken in their revour. dince
Italy has so many of her subjecte in tne United Statves, to
tne weltere of whom she cannot be indifferent, tne vovernment
of your country should be easily =sble to bring pressure to
bear, by appropriate means, on thne ltalisn Government in order
tnat ltaly may put a2 stop to her illegael acts and may permit
either the Yugoslev Red Uross or the Hritisn, American or
otner Allied or neutral Hed Cross, to take over charge of thne
fugoslav internees in ltaly.

I feel sure that Your Excellency will accede to my
request and will do anything you cen to attain this charit-ole
end for tne good of our Feople wicn is making sucn great ssc-
ritices in blood and property tfor tne Allied csuse, Ior thne
tfreedom ot the world and salety or civilisation.

1 teke this opportunity or thanking Your bxcellency

in amavance fror your kind intervention and oI assuring you my

nighest consideration.
- Zs/ﬁ :

=

Uounsellor of the Hoyal Yugoslav
Legation to tne noly See
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SUBJECT: Temporary Home For Follsh Refugees From the
Boviet Union

8inoce early this year the question of finding m
temporary home for Folish refugees from the Soviet
Union has been under dlscuselon with the Poles, British,
and Iranians.

In the early epring arrangements were completed for
the eveoustlion of three Folish Divisions from the Soviet
Union to the Middle East together with approximately
10,000 eivilian refugees, the femilies of the Folish
troops making up these Divislons. These refugees have
been cared for for the past few months in refuges camps
get up in Iran by the British and Polish suthoritles end
have been gesisted by the American Red Crose as regards
food, olothing, end medlosl supplies. At the present
time, it mppeara from the latest Information avellsable,
that the plan for this entire grﬂup of Pollsh refugees
to be evecusted from Iran via Indis (Karachi) to the
British colonles in East Africs 1ls under way,.

In 2 note dated May 19, 1942 the Follish Embassy
indieated that the Folieh Government desired to effect
the eveouatlion from the Soviet Unlon of BO,000 Pollsh
children including their methers and guerdisne and
requested that conslderatlion be given to grenting esylum
to 10,000 of these Poligh children in the United States.
After conelderatlion by the Department the Pollsh Embassy
wep informed that becsuse of the route transportation
problem which would arise in connection with bringing such
& large number of persons to the United States end because
of the rigld Amerioan immigration laws 1t would not be
poeelble to give seylum to these children in thie country.
It wam suggested, howaver, that the children might be
eveouated to South Africs.

In an effort to seelet the Polieh Covernment in thie
mptter the Department spproached the Bouth Afriesn Govern-
ment to secertaln whether 1t could scocommodste the 10,000
Polish refugee children. In connection with this request
the South African Government was advised that 1f they
would coneent to glive amsylum to these refugees the American
Red Crosse, provided suffioclent shipping space could be
obtained, wee prepared to send from the United Etates
medical, food, and olothing supplies up to the value of
#1,000,000 for the purpose of oaring for the refugees in
South Africa.

On
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On July 21, 1942 the South African Government stated
that 1t regretted that 1t was compelled to deoline the
reception in S3outh Afriea of thess Polish refugess. The
reason given by the Bouth Afrloan Government was that 1t
had so far committed i1tself to the admisslon of a large
number of other evacuses in additlon to those Ilritl{ in
the country, intimating that already a large orienta
refuges problem from Indis wes on thelr hands whioh would
be snother reason for not weleoaing the large number of
Folish-Jewish refugess in this group.

In view of the inabllity of the Bouth African Govern-
ment to receive theae 60,000 or mors rafugess the Britlsh
Embpeey neked whether they might not be recelived in the
United Btates. The British Embassy, a8 in the crse of the
Polish request, was informad thst becsuse of the transporta-
tion problem snd the striot Amerliocan immigration poliey
the refugeess could not be given asylum in this country.

In view of the impossibility, for the moment, of
finding a haven for the refugee ghildren this question has
heon held in abeyanoe.

While the questlon of finding & haven for the refugese
Pollish children was being discussed, the Polish Government
in conjunetion with the Eritish Government made representa-
tion to the Soviet amuthorities to permit the relesse of
three additionel Divisions of Polish troops orgenized in
the Soviet Union in order that they might proceed to tha
Hiddle Esst to supplement the military foroes of thes United
Katicne in that area, The Boviet authoritiss consented to
the relesse of these three Divisions as well as 30,000
eivilian refugess made up of the families of the troops in
question,

Aooording to the latest information svailable the
troope ps well as the 20,000 olvillan refugeea treveling
with them have slresdy arrived in Iran. Because of the
somewhat acute food slituation in that area and because of
the fact that it le a zone of military operation the British
asuthoritliea are endeavoring to make arrangemente to send
the mejority of these newly arrived clvilian Folish refugees
to other areas.

The British Ambassador on Auguet 31 informed the
Decartment that his Government hsd oconsulted with four
Bouth American Governments to ascertain whether a haven
might not be found there for at least a part of the refugess
now in Iran and he agaln asked whether it would be possible
for the United States Government to relax 1ts lmmigration
laws and permit the entranee of from 10,000 te 16,000 of
theses refugees into thle country. The Ambassador was again
advised that 1t would be imposslble to bring them te the
United States., After disoussing the problem further with
the Ambassador 1t wae agresd that 1% would be advisableito
oanvass the situation again with the South African Govern-
ment snd to ascertaln whether some modus vivendi ocould not
be found by which at least part of these refugess could be
acconmodated in that ocountry.

Although
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Although definite information is not now at hand it
appears from the latest reports from Tehran that the
British authorities have found havens in Indisn or East
Africa for all but 15,000 of the Polish refugees who have
lutualli arrived in Iran, This e, of oourse, does
not inoclude any of the 60,000 chil and thelr motharas
referred to above, who are still in the Boviet Union and
as yet have no permission to leave. As the matter now
stands, the Amerlesn Hed Cross 1s making a ocareful study
to ascertain what concrete assistance it can offer to
the South African Government in the event that part of the
refugees oan be given a haven there,

In connection with any further representations which
the Government of the United States may make to the Govern-
ment of Bouth Afries in this matter it would appear to
be advisable to have the British Government make representa-
tions of its own to the South Afriocan Dominion in the hope
that a eolution can be found to this problem,

Bince 1t has been indicated that there are about
15,000 Polish refugees actually in Iran for whom a haven
outside of that country has not as yet been found, it
would appear that before agaln taking up the qunaélnn of
the 50,000 children, the more immedlate problem of the
refugees actually in Iran should be solved,

In conneotion with the Polish rafugees problem in the
Middle East, it should be pointed out that the Amsriean
Red Cross with the concurrence of the Department has held
and gontinues to hold that the care and evecuation ol
these refugees from Iran is primarily a British blem
slnce they are in control in this area, and, while the
Hed Oross and the Ameriocan Government will asslst the
British authorities in such practlcal wWays as may be
poseible, the responsibility must remain with the British.
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