


I am wondering lt aa o p~rt ot the world war record 

tt would not now be ln orde:- tor the u-nlteO nat.tona to 

draft an 1nd1ct~nt or tho Na&11 -- aa a 

subatltute ror trial or the war Gakera . It se .. 1 to 

~ a ll"n1to~ Nntlons 1nd.lcl.oont would nake a s roat 

popular appool horo and 1n Europe meklns 1 t • • 

3peo1r1e aa poaa1~le •• 7et broad enou~ to tak• 1n 

everyt.htng . 
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:;: a vo r ooei ved ;o..r le~tor o! Octol>or 7 , l lif2 
w!. t}, \fhlc.t-~ you euclo~cd :a. :...o~rA."ldu::a 1n r o£ ard to tho 
l!l'aVIt S! t.U. t1on Of thO .Iowa lll J e rnan-OOOUl)i6d i·,uroi)O, 

The Oovernmout of t h o Vnl~cd Stat11a ot' America ia 
tul l y &'il&ra of the o eaporate plight ol' t l.coo unha ppy 
p~OplO am will continue 1 ~· el'forta to all cVi lltO tbelr 
co~~tLor. wherever arA • I e nevor poaai~lo . ~~ you know 
t:.O Jn~ lOc! ':st1ons have 411'eady 10SUI)d ro.r=al !1\.Atetlent a 
o~rreaol nz t !.olr llbllOJ'l'euCO »f ::.c .. tro:l t~~~ COO"!! tte4 
l.n ouaupio4! l· uro:>o ancl pt•ov1d1nc. for• th~ !'ull pun1ahc:ent 
... r t!le war ot•1mlnala r eapoua1'blo for r. .. o•• • 'l'ho noe oe ­
aa r y or , ani ut\on hao <>e om ut,. blhh od ln Lcr;d on tor 
l11t111 r l.l .oco o rlmlnoh to b o ~n~t t o Lrlsl. T bo­
llovo l ~•at. t h l o oto ;> a deo)Uiltely :ooota l'O.:r rc1uoat for 
S O"'e expllei t dOClArat~on On tt.e ,,., t O( the ".11! eel 
r ol'ler 8 . 

l aoouro you tha t tho hmorlcan J o•<.rnr..ent wil l 
cun~lcle l' csrol ully every uoui b lc ::OK GW'O th11 t t'l>l~ bo 
\Al:cn to oro:ototo t.he "'ell"' e ol' thooa ••ntortunatu ~or-
• o:uJ . One o: t.be -:.o.lr. "JW";>oeea 1' 01• lihlol! t.:1!.3 "'r 1tt 
l> o1u f ou,::!l t 1e to onouru t11" t Rll o. t. -:. ~~cplo~ of 
the JOrl~.. , refar~esa O! l"aco 01• croo..! , w~ll :"':.Ot tn 
t..~.c,. !Ut'.ll"O be aubj e c t t o rutea )Gr~ee..1t.lo:·u1 o: l~t'J t:;pe 
1c:poaocl b; tl.o ~Al a ::A tl on a . 

wLncerel ~ youra , 

rr . A . . J... l.aa t ol'l:lan , 
Pol1tice l ·ocretOl'y , orl~ ;ewlah 'o"'ress, 

- r l ti ~h Section, l llnrley St r o• t , 
Cav•ndl•h ~1Uare , w. l ., 

Loncon , .n.,land. 

... 
(J 

' .., 
' ... 
~ 

.... 

.... 
0 ., 



I 
LllliiORAtiDUII FOR 

THE PRSSIDI!HT 
AIID 

THE SECRETARY Of bTATB. 

G~RIIA~ ATROC I TI ES 

October 20 1942 

Pursuant t o eugaoation , I arranged an appointment for this 

morning with Rabbi Ste phen S . Wi se , his son James Waterman Wise, 

and Dr. Nahum Uoldmann . 

I indicated to the• briefly the situation as I viewed it as 

the result of converoation with those whoa I me t upon ay recent 

t r ip . It i s in substance as followar 

1. Tha t the atrocitie s in France, Poland and Yugoslavia are 

oonfirmed as generally reported . 

2 . That amon, my papers which I loft with the Preside nt are 

two documents which boar upon the eubjoct . 

) . That welfare agencies are not now permit ted, and I doubt 

if they will be permitted , to do anything ac tive wi thin Poland 

until some chango occurs in the wa r situation in Kurope which 

affects the Nazi plan of extermination of many and the removal 

of others froa J iven terri tories . 

4. That I would ur~e upon the President e nd the Se cretary 

ot State that e further eondegnation of Naai inhumanity be 

made at an early date ; thot 1 recently urged upon t he Pope 

nnd the Cardina l Secre tary of ~tate thn ~ the Pope do likewise , 

and that the United Nations • representativ e• at the Va~ican had 

already made a ei a ilar deaarcbe . 

t 
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If the President should conclude to make such a state­
ment, I think it would be desirable for ae to ~end a wire 
in adv~nce to ur . Tl t tmann indicat in~ tha t Lh~ Pres i d ent 
propo.ed to aake euob a condemnation, atain urcins His Holi­
ness to do likewise. 

It seems to oe that tbia opens an opportunitr to covor 
on a broad scale the whole quection of atrocities such as 
tho Japanese are said to have inflicted upon our fliers and 
upon civilians--the etate of tbeir attitude toward our 
soldiera in eeneralJ also the attitude of the Germuns toward 
civili~n populations in all the invaded countries . 

You will hove found in my papers a charce by the Yugo­
slavs of Italian cruelty toward numbers of the people who 
h~ve been transported into northern Italy . I do not think 
we have the same cumulative evidence of I talian misuse of 
prisoner• or of transported civilia ns that we have in the 
other two instances, and I am not sure that I would include 
Italy in s uch a n indictGent . 

You will recal l that ae earl)' as the winter of 1940 His 
Holinoso the Pope condeanod in no uncertain words the policies 
ot the Axis e nd the conduct of ite armies toward peoples of 
roliciou~ hnd political character . When Von Ribbentrop visited 
the Pope in April of that year His Holiness took him to teak for 
tho inhumnnitio e that bad been practiced nnd were then 
rebchins their peak in Poland. Von Ribbentrop denied the 
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charco , whereupon the Pope requested permi~oion to send 

three unbiased investigators into Poland to conduct an in­

vestig •tion . Von Ribbontrop refused , statin~ that he would 

have to refer the ~atter to Berlin--and of eourse no further 

a nswer wae ever rece i ved . 

I ho pe at ~n early moment t o discuss the whole matter 

further with you. 

...t.. 
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I. Personal letter of the Pope to the 
President . 

II . Personal response of tho Pope to the 
memo submitted by NCT on tho position 
of a united America in the war. 

III . Personal appeal by tho Pope to the 
President to av oid unnecessary 
civilian bombing. 

IV . Clippings from London newspapers re 
bombing of a school in England as 
example of Gorman ferocity and bar­
barity . 

V. Request by the Pope in two parts re 
continuation of inforgation service 
re prisoners of war and civilians 
in enemy c ountries . 

J \ I , r', ~ 
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Your Exce!!ency, 

w1tn reterence to tne convereat ion whlon I baa toe 
pleeaure or nav~ • l tn you on~~ 2)ro . ,: take tne liberty 

or eer.d1ng you tno following memorandum u~out tne traatc si­
tuation ot tne Yugoelav intet~eeo in Italy. 

J.'nere are Lilli or ttloueand.e of people, 1ne1ua1nc 
wo%en and a:all children sc~tteroc tcro~out ltaly aco taeir 
nUQOer constantly increaeea ae a reeult or new case deportatlont 
In one eJnale camp tnere are moro tnan s . uoO perAone ana 1n 
~o~er, wnen tc 11 tull, there w111 oe room tor 20 . 000 pereona. 

1he fa~e ot thla un1ort~ to people 11 tar worse tnnn 
tba~ or tne 1nterneoe or other n~tions , b~cauee l taly ~ aoa1not 
al..L the prtne1p.ua or 1n terna.nonft.l law W1d wJ en out waiting 
ror tne end ot ~ar, n~a ~exea lrrge tr·cte or tugoelav1a. 
~r Ulte re'\aon ltra.Ly rft6araa \neee W'U"ortuna"te people aa 
I t a! i nn euOJacte ana aoea: not ru.J o~ tne rugoolov xeo Croee to 
nave any \I.OEU.l.nga Wl tn tnem or to nelp tnem in any way . ::so 
these u.ruuppy peopJ.e n11.ve no on~ to pro:.ee t thea but are lert 

at the ::ercy o:r lt&J.y , 1. e . or t_n eneoy wno 11 responaable 
tor t ho aeat.n or me.n.y o:r t he1I' rel:ot1ons o.nd. t he a&&truot1on 
Q f many ot theu bo::tee . 

Hls .t::xcellency 
The non . .... yron 'l'a:;J..or 
~eraone! Kepreeentative or tao .rea1aer. t 

ot tne u . ::, . A. to t'llA :1011l'le11 tne .r>o;ut 



In tneee c1rc~ms"tancee I tales "the lioerty or beglill8 

Your ~xcellency t o ernw t ne atte tion or tne u . ~ . vovernoent 

to tne pit1tu1 pllgnt or t ne tugoe~av ~"terneea 1n l"taly, 

wi"tll a vuw to some e"tepe be1ng trutcn in tneir rnvour . ::llnce 

Ital y has eo mAny or her aubJeCte in tne Uniteo ::lto"tee , to 

tne welfare or wnom sne cannot be 1nairferent, tne voverrurent 

of yoUl countr ¥ should be easily aole to bring preeeure "to 

bear, by appropr1ate meL~a , on cne !t~1an vovernment 1n order 

tnat ltaly may put a stop co her illegal acts ana may permit 

eitner tne tugoe~av Red ~rose or tne ~r1tiso , Americnn or 

otner ..Uliea or neutral Red ~roes, t o t ake over cnarge or toe 

Yugos~av internees in l t aly . 

I feel eure tnat Y'our k:xceJ.lency wlll acceae to my 

request and wlJ.l do anyt ning you cen to atteln tn1s cnarit ole 

ena ror t ne good of our People w1cn 1s oaklng eucn gre!lt sec­

r1r1cee 1n blood and property ror tne Alliea cause, ror tne 

freedom or the world and earety or c1vi l1sat1on . 

1 t eKe tole opportunity or tnank1ng Your hxcel!ency 

in aavance ror your J>ind interventlon and or assuring you my 

nignest cons1derat1on. 

~ouneellor or t he NoyRl lugoelav 
Legation to t ne noly ~ee 
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xpoRAHpUM 

SUBJECT• 'l'oapol'tlry Hoao For Po11oh Rerut;oeo From tho 
loYlet Union 

81noo oar l7 thio 7eor tho queotion or rin4in& a 
t oaporar7 hoae ror Polloh rerut;eeo r r oa the SOYiet 
Union haa been under dleouaelon "'lt.h the Poles, .Brltlah, 
and Iran lana. 

In the early aprlng arra_nge•ente were ooapletec.1 tor 
the IY&Ouetlon or three Pol1ah D1Y11 1ona fro• the SoYl et 
Union to tho llid4lo £oot together with approxlaotol7 
10,000 oiYilinn rorugooo, the r amilieo or the Polioh 
troopa aaklng up tbeae D1Y1e1ona . theae retugeea haYe 
been cared for tor the paat taw aontha 1n ret~ee oaape 
oot up 1n Iran b7 tho Britioh and Polioh outhoritieo end 
haYe been aaalated b7 the Aaerlc.n Red Croat ea regarda 
food, clothing. and •edloel auppltea . At the preaent 
tl•e, it appe~r• troa the lateat lnt or•atlon aYallable , 
that the pl an r or thie entire aroup or Polieh reruaeeo 
to be eYaCUfttod rroa Iran v1e lndlo (larachi ) to the 
Britleh oolonieo in £oot Africa io under W&J, 

In a nato dated Ma7 19, 1942 tho Pol i eh t.boooy 
1ndicoted that th.e Pol1oh Oon rnlltnt deolred to ertect 
the eYaouatlon tr·o• the SoY let Union ot &0 ,000 Pollah 
children including their aothero and autrdlono on4 
requootod thot oono id erotion be giYon to granting oo7lu• 
to 10,000 or theoo Polloh children in the United Steteo . 
Arter cono1c!er ot1on b7 the Deportment tho Polioh Ea~007 
waa 1ntoraed that beoauae or the ~cute trAnaportetion 
problo• vhloh would or1oe in oonneotion v1th bringlna ouch 
a larre ouaber ot peraona to the United St•tea •nd beoauae 
or the rl&id Aaerloan 1 .. 1gration lewo lt woul4 not be 
poooible to ai•e e o7lua to theoe children i n th1a countr y. 
lt wu euggeated, bownor, thot the children might be 
eY@ouated to South Atr1o• . 

I n an errort to ooalot tho Pol l oh GoYern£ent in th lo 
aat t er the Depertaent opproaohed the South Atricsn Oo• •rn­
aent to aaoerta1n whether it could eooomeodete the 10,000 
Pollah retugee oh114ren. In connection v tth thta requeat 
the South Arrioan GoYernaant wao ac!Y1oo4 that 1r the7 
would oonaent to g1Yt • •Jlual to theae retugeea the Aaerloe_n 
Red Crooo, proY14ed outtioient oh1pping opaoo oould bo 
obtained, vae prepared to aenO rroa the United St~tea 
aodloal , rood, and olothing oupplieo up to the Yalue or 
tl,OOO,OOO tor the 'Durpoae or oe.r1ng tor the retugeea in 
South A.trloe. 

On 
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On .11117 21 , 1842 tho 1011\h Atrtoan oo ... ...,..nt otoh4 
tbat it roiJ'o\tod that lt ~o o ooapollod to 4oolino tba 
reooption in 8o11th Atrloa ot theoe Polieh rotugoo e . !be 
reaeon g1TeB b7 the Iouth Atrloan Ooyernaent wae that 1t 
had oo tar oo .. itted iteolt to tho a~iooion ot a lara• 
n~•ber ot other •••oueee 1D ad41t1on to thoee alrea4T 1n 
the o0Wltl'7, 1at1 .. uns that alroad7 a larso oriental 
ret111oo problea rro~ India ~ao on tbo1r honn o vb1oh wo11ld 
be Another reaeon ror not w.looa1ng the large nu•ber or 
Poliah-Jow1oh rotll8oo o i~ tb1o group. 

In view ot the 1nab1lHy ot the Iouth Atr1oon oo ... rn­
ment to reoe1•e theee 00,000 or aore t-fttugeea thfl Br1t1eh 
Eaba oay ooko4 whether tho7 aight not bo reooiTod 1n tho 
United &tatoo. tho Brltteh Ealb<laaJ , a o in the o,..o ot tha 
Pollah requo et, va.a 1ntoru~ thst beo.auee o.f the tr&nepor'ta­
tion probloa and tho otriot Aaerloan 1 .. 1gra tion palio7 
the ret ugeoo oould not bo giTon ooylua 1n th1o oountr7 . 

In v1ev or the 1~oae1b1llty, for the •oment, of 
finding s baTon tor tho retusoe ohildren thio quootion hao 
been hol d in abe yance. 

While tho que ot1on or finding • huon tor the rofllloo 
Pollah children waa being d1aoueae4, the Pollah GoYe~ant 
ln oonjunot1on with the Br1t1eb OoYernaent .. de repreaenta­
tlon to the SoY1et author1t1ea to per.1t the releaae or 
thr&o 8dditionel PiTioiono of Polioh troopo orgonizod in 
the loTi&t Union in order tbat tho7 night prooeod to the 
Middle Eaot to euppleaont tho a111tery roroeo or tho United 
Nation• 1n that area. !be lo,.iot autborit1oo oonoonted to 
the releaee ot theae three 01Y1e lona • • vall •• ~,000 
oi,.ilian rotugooe .. do up or tho r aailieo ot tho troopo in 
queetion. 

Aooording to the latoot information oTailoble the 
trooJ)a •• well a a the ~o ,000 o1Y111an ret\18eta tr•• •ll.na 
with tho11 ban alrea47 arrhod 1n Iran. Booeuae or tho 
ao•evhat acute tood 11tuat1on 1n that ~~ and beoauae ot 
tho raot that it io a rono or ailitar7 operation tho Br1tioh 
~u~hor1:1ea • re endoaYor1ns to aake arrance•enta to aend 
the aojorltJ or thoea novl7 ar riTed o1Til1an r olieh rer111ooo 
to other ereea. 

!be Britioh Aabaaoador on Auguot ~l intorae4 the 
Department th$t hie OoYern.ent ha4 oonaulted vlth tour 
Iouth Aaerloan OoTern.enta to aaoerta1n whether a haTen 
ai1ht not ba round t horo tor at loaot a part or the rotugoeo 
nov in Iron and bo &&a1n aoled wbother it vovld bo pooo1ble 
t or tho United ltatoo Oo,.ornaont to r olox ito 1aa1gration 
lavo and pera1t tho ontranoo ot troa 10,000 to 16,000 ot 
"•••o rofll8eoo into thio oountl'7. the Allbaooador wao a&ain 
ad,.i oed that it vO\Ild bo 1apoooiblo to br1n« thea to tho 
Unito4 &tatoo. After 41oouooing tho probloa tvrthor w1tb 
the Aabauedor it waa &IJ'oed tbat 1t would ba a4Tioablo1 to 
oanTs oo tha eituat10ft acain vlth tbo Iouth Atrioon oo,.orn­
••nt and to aaoerta1n whether ao .. •o4ua Y1Yen41 ooul4 not 
be tound b7 wbioh ot leoot port or the .. rotagoeo oould bo 
acoouodo.tod 1n that ooun\1'7, 



Althouch 4ottnlto tntor.atlon lo not nov at hand lt opp .. ra troe the lotoot roporta troa Yob.r>an that the Brlttoh authorttl ao ha•• towo4 ha•ana ln In41an or &aot Atrtoa tor all but 16,000 ot tho Polloh rot ucooa Vho ho•o aotu.allr arr1Yid 1n Iran . !'hie figure, ot owrae, 4oee not lnollldo any ot the 60,000 ohtldron ond thotr 110thoro rotorrod to obo•o, Who aro ottll ln tho lo•tot Untaa and II 71\ baYI ftO pe~lliOD \0 l iiYI. • • t he .. \\11" DOV a tanh, the Aaorloon a.d Crou 1o -.ulll o oarotul otlld7 to aeoerta1n what oonorate aaal atanae lt oa.n otter to t ho IOilth Atrloan Oo .. rn•nt ln tho nont thet port of tho rof"'••• oan bo ct•on a ho•an thoro. 
ln ooanootlon wltb an1 fllrtbor roprooontatlono Vhloh tho oo .. rnaont ot tho United ltatto ao7 aalto to the Oonrn­a ont ot Iouth Atrloo 111 thlo aottor lt wollld oppoor to bo od•loablo to ho•o tho Br1t1oh Oo•e rnaont aoko roprooonto­tlono ot ita own to tho lollth At'r1oan Poa1n1on ln tho hope that o oolutlon oan bo fOillld to thlo probloa. 
linoo U boo boon lndtootod that thoro oro obollt 16,000 Polloh rot ucuo aotuoll7 1n Iron tor Whoa a ha .. n Olltoldo of that oOilnti'J hao not •• JOt boon tollftd , it wollld appear that boforo asaln taklng up tho quootlon of tho 60,000 ohlldron, t ho aoro 1 .. a41oto probloa ot the 

rot~>gooo aotuoll7 ln Iran ohoul4 bo ool•od. 

In oonnootlon with tho Polloh rofllJOO probloa 111 tho 111ddlo Eaot, 1t -ld bo pointed Ollt thet tho Aaor1oan a.d Orooo wUh tho OODOill'rtDOO of tho Doport .. nt hao hold and oontlnuoo to hold that tho oaro ~nd o•ocuatlon of thooo rot~>gooo troa Iron t o pr1aorll7 o Br1t1oh probloa e lnoe they are in oontrol in thla area, end, while the Re4 Oroea u4 the Aaerloa.n Oo• ernaent v111 aaalet the BrlUoh autbor1t1oo i.n ounb praoUoal WOJO aa MJ bo poaolble, tho roepono1blltt7 ..,ot roaotn wlth tho Brltloh. 

Ell:IDtill 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012

