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What 1s your judrment?

November 23, 1942

Wy (AL rf‘
I think it would be a great
plty to take Mr, Pell away Irom
his present lmportant duties in
CI/L and Eu in order to have him
gerve as Secrétary of the Inter—
i overnmental Committee. Of course

I\-} realize that the work of the
LA

\ M o Committee 1s not considerable but
_w) Mr., Pell has his hands full now
i NV 2 31949 and the addition of any extra work
’W’-,‘J«I would make a difference. I may
U:BW:GES i ~-r$i”ﬁfl , say that Mr. Atherton whom I have
il SO consulted on thisg matter entirely

agrees with the foregoilng opinlon.
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« Howland Shaw
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Please let me have your
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U /
Mr, Welleg:

Ag stated in Mr, Pell's memorandum
attached, Mr. Maney, a Foreign Service
officer on duty in the Division of
European Affairs, last served as
Secretary of the Intergovernmental
Committee. Upon Mr, Maney's departure
in August last for duty abroad,

Mr. Atherton assigned Mr. Maney's
duties to Mr, R. Borden Reams, another
Forelgn Service officer in the Division
of European Affairs. If you desire,
{r. Pell could be assigned to relieve
Mr. Reams,
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llovember 23, 1942

U = ¥Kr: welle.:

I'r. Iyron Taylor spoke to me apaln on Friday last ™
after his conversation with you in which he expressed a .
desire for the appointment of lir. Pell to serve as for

Secretary of the Interpovernmental Cormittee and to '
attend to those rnatters in the Department.

When I was in charge of administration, it was
agreed that it was bad policy in prineciple to have a
person, not a member ol the Department staff, represent
another orpanization within the Department. For that
reason, the then incumbent was separated from the service
and his duties were turned over to lir., laney.

That rrineiple of organization and representation
continues in my mind, but those matters are no longer
under my jurisdiction in the Department.

I have dlscussed the matter with lir. Shaw who now
has jurisdiction over administrative matters. In
prineiple I feel the same way as to the appointment of
a person representinc another organization, but if the
duties connected with it are transferred to n departmental
officer, the same purpose would be served. It is my
understanding that lr, Reams is now serving in that
capacity. If I're Taylor desires lir. Pell to serve in- =
stead of lir, Neams, 1t would seem to be purely a matter
of personnel and assisnment to duty.
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the post I should like to record with you what I said
to L'r. Tavlor when he discussed the possibility with me.

“rom the standpoint of the work involved I should
huve no difficulty in meeting the requirements which
should not be very arduous at this time. I have, in
fact, during the last year assisted Mr, lMuney with the
drafting of most communicuations in connection with the
Tntergovernmental Committee and have done such chores
in relation to this work us ''r. Taylor requested from
time to time.

I should not, however, wish to undertake this work,
nominal though it may be, unless I could feel that it
had your approval and the Secretary's and !'r. long's.

T need not remind you that in March, 1941 I was relieved
by 'r. Long of my duties in connection with the Inter-
governmentul Committee in circumstances from which I
could only conclude that I no longer enjoyed the full
confidence of my supsriors.

Frankly, if the appointment meets with the Jecretary's
approval and yours and is ugreeable to Ir. Long, I should
be happy und delighted to resume the vork and ses the
Intergovernmental Committe through to its merger with
larger undertukings in the post war world. I cislike
leaving Jjobs half done.
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—eptember 23, 19L2
U - ¥r, Welles:

with regard to Lr, Taylor's letter to you of
Jentember 9, 1942 it is correect that thiz fovernment
has = definite obligation to nume a _scretary of the
Intargovernmental Committee. You will recall that at
the inception of the Committee in Jseptember, 1938, this
Jovernment ugreed to designate the Director and the
aritish Covernment agreed that the Chalrman of the
Eritish delegation mizht ussume the Chairmunship of
the Committee and that it would desisnute u Lecretary.
Between _eptember, 1938 and February, 1939, lLessrs.
takins, Hayter und Reilly, all ®irst Cecretarles on
duty at the Forelgn Office, served succeasively as
Jecretary of the Comalttee.

In Fabruary, 1939 Mr. Rublee reslgnsd as Director,
and the British Covernment ugreed that Sir Herbert
Tmerson might ussume the directorship on the specific
condition that the post of 3Jecretary should be occeupled
by u designate of this fovernuent. I!'r. Taylor was
authorized by the Department to wccept this uarrangement
and subsequently }essrs. Morris, '"agg .nd laney served
successively as Secretury of the Committee.

About alx weeks ago Ir. laney left for his new post
in Mexieo City and !t is, in consequence, incumbent upon
this Oovernwent in sccordancs with the asgreement with the
Aritish Goverament to fill the vacancy. The procedure
{s for the Secretary to write ¥r. Taylor informing him
as Chalrmsn of the .muriean Delegation to the Intergovern=-
mentul Committee of his nominee for the post. I r. Tavlor
will then write Lord Vinterton and Sir Herbert Fmersou,
enclosing to auch coplies of the secretary's letter. They
will reply confirming the appointment pending the ratirication
of it by the full Committee.

with regard to the suggestion that I should ussume

the
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a%-— Mr. Pell:

Please let me have

your views with regard

to thils. - ?%a;
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71 BROADWAY
NEW YOoRK

September 9 1942

The Hon. Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Recalling our conversation about the
vacancy in the Secretaryship of the In-
tergovernmental Committee on Political
Refugees, and that it falls to our Gov-
ernment to name the Secretary, it was
thought that it would be very useful if
Mr. Hobert T. Pell, who knows much about
this whole activity, would be named as
Secretary until, as the result of our
consideration of the whole post-war
field involving refugees and the migra-
tion of peoples, the internstional
authority that is agreed upon could
elect its officers and the activities
of the Intergovernmental Committee and
such League authority still in being
could be merged into the new organiza-
tion.



This procedure, 1t seems, develops
a dignified and constructive method
of procedure with respect to the In-
tergovernmental Committee vis-a-vis
such new organization. It would seen
that no complaint would be based up-
on that procedure, whereas failure to
observe our Nation's part in the ar-
rangements heretofore made at its in-
stance might naturally be the subject
of considerable unpleasant eriticism,
with no gainful result being achieved.

This is only to remind you that
you were to advise MNr. Pell, as I be-
lieve his present duties would not
conflict with the very limited duties
he would have to perform as Secretary
of the Intergovernmental Committee.

Sincerely yours,
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