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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE UNDER SECRETARY 

November 23 , 194 2 

Shaw: 

\'/ ha t 1s yow- Judf)llent? 

U: 8~/ : GES 
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DE~ARTMENT OF STATE 

I 

A 8818TANT Sa:CRETAAY 

A•S 

J..:--!!!1- 'tt:- --- ... .. ~ - ,S,..cro' -. :::--
"l s~ .. t., ... November 24, 194.2 

fW'/ 2 !) 1942 

lilt. SHAlF 

Mr. 'lie es: 1""'ttl,...{t• l_.,l-( '1~.) 
I think i t woulh b e a great 

pity to take Mr. Pall away from 
his present 1111portant duties in 
CifL and Eu in order to have him 
serve as seo~~tary of the Inter­
governmental Committee. Of course 
I realize t hat the work of the 
Committee ie not ooneidernble but 
~.tr. Pell has his hands full now 
and the add1 t i on of any extra work 
would make a d1tferenoe. I may 
say that Mr. Atherton whom I have 
consul ted on this matter entirely 
agrees with the foregoing opinion. 

;5 I f.~f:::-Sh~ c!-~ 

A•St GHS: VNG 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE UNDER SECRETARY 

Septijrnber 23, 1942 

A-L - i·:r . Long : 

Pleas e l et me have your 

V ie~IS . 

U :S\~ : GES 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

A-L 

September 24 , 1942. 

~r . Well/. 

As st~ted in Mr. Pell 1 s memorandum 
Attached, Mr. Maney, a Foreign Service 
officer on duty i n the Division of 
European Affairs , last served as 
Secretary of the Intergovernmental 
Committee . Upon Mr . Maney 1 e departure 
in August last for duty abr oad, 
Mr . Atherton assigned Mr . Maney 1 s 
duti es to Mr . R. Borden Ream11, another 
Foreign Service officer in the DiviAion 
of European AffAire . If you desire , 
r.:r. Pell could be assigned to relieve 
Mr. Reams . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

A-L 

ilovcrtber 23, 1!>4::! 

I r , J;yron 'r'nylor spoke to me o.r;ain on ?riday lo.nt 
after hi~ conversation wit h l'OU in which ho exproosed o. 
desi r e for the appointment of i . .r . Poll to servo as 
Secretary or tho Intorr;ovornmental CoMnittee and to 
attend to those r.atters in t he Depar tment , 

.. 'hen I l'las in cho.rse of acninistration, 1t 11as 
a ;:reed that 1 t t1as bad policy in principle to have a 
person, not a mamber or the Department staff, represent 
another oraanizatlon \'tlthin tho Department . For thllt 
renoon, the then incumbent mJ.S sapo.rated f ror.t tho service 
and his duties v;ore turned o ver to l.r , t:.aney . 

~hilt principle of organization and representation 
continues in m~ nind, but thooe netters are no lon&er 
under tty jurisd.iction in the Deparb':ont. 

I have discussed the mntter with t:r . Shan 1·/ho now 
has jurisdiction over adMinistr ative matters . In 
principle I feel tho same way o.o to the ap?ointment. of 
a porson ropr esentin'" another orcanization, but if the 
duties connected 1'11 th it are trnnoferred to n de"'nr tmental 
officer, the sane pur~ose ~~uld be served. It is my 
underntnndinr tho.t I r , :letll"13 is no11 servln<- in that 
capacity. If i'r . ':.'n:•lor desiren l.r . Pell to servo in­
stand or L:r , ilelll'ls , it \/ould seen to be purely n mo.tter 
of pornonnel and assirnment to duty . 

A- L : SL : h<.H~ 
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the post I should like to record with you v.hat I suid 
to t·r . T11ylor when he discussed the possibility ~·ith me . 

? rom the s tandpoint of the work involved I should 
huva no dit'rioulty in roeetine the requirements which 
should nnt be va ry ~rduoua a t this time . I ha ve, in 
fact , during t he last yenr usshl ted !'r . ~! .. ney with t.he 
dr dftine or most communic ... tions in connection w1th the 
I ntergovernmental Comoittee and have done such chores 
in relation to this work us •·r . Taylor requested from 
time to time . 

I should r.ot , however , '\\iSh to undertake this work, 
nominal though it may be, unless I could feel thut 1t 
had your upprov~>l .. nd the Secretary' s ttnd ;·r . l .ong ' b . 
I need not remind you that in !.!;.a rch , 1941 I was relieved 
by ; r . Lone or my duties in cormection w1 th the Inta r­
gove r nment11l Committee i n circumstances from v.hich I 
could only conclude tb<>.t I no longer enjoyed the full 
confidence of my superjors . 

!'r ... nkly, if the <>.ppointr .• ent r;eets with the ... ecret ary ' s 
approval <>.nd yo111·s and is uKree<>.ble to : 'r . :.ana , ! should 
be hal>!>Y und delighted t o resume the ,.ork L-nd sea the 
Intergovernmentul Committe through to its m.,rger with 
l a r ger undertukinGS in the post w:.r v.orld . I cislike 
leaving jobu half oone . 

• 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF CURRENT I NFORMATION 

~eptember 2) , 1942 

U - !:r. ·:elles : 

::tth regurd to !,r . Tllylor •s letter to you or 
... eptember 9 , l 942 it 1:l correct t hu t this r:ovt~rnment 
has " definite obligbtion to nl1llle " ~t~cretury o!' ~he 
!ntereovernr~eut.Jl CoJllll\1 t teo . You ~.Ill rec-11 th" t "t 
the inception of th" Cort:n1ttee in ,eptumb,r , 19)'l , this 
~overnoent ~creed to desirnbte the Director ~nd the 
: ritish ~ov~rnment ~greed thht the ~h ... 1rman or the 
llri tish oeles:..tion n:i,::ht -ssume the ChairM"nsh1p of 
the CorMrittee .md thut it would deslt;;n"te " ~ocl·e t .. ry . 
Betw .. en ~optet>~ber , 1<1)8 :.nd t'eb r ut>ry , 1<!39 , ~.u1111rs . 

::.,kins , ;: .. ytar =d :iellly , »11 ?trst .,.ecretaries on 
auty ~t the ?oreiGQ Office , served successively us 
~ecret .. ry Of thll (;Ol.'l:ri tt.OO. 

In :'ebruury , 1939 ·:r . i!ublee resien"d :.s " !rector, 
uud the Sr i tiuh r:overnmeut ugreed th~ t :a r P.e1·b;;rt 
:::uerson rnif:ht lJSuwne the direct.orshlp on the specJ ric 
condition that the post or ~eoret1.1ry Hhould be occupied 
by " desicn:.te of this ':Ovei'lltient . : r . 7~>ylor I'I.IS 

authorized by the Cep:.rtC'.ent to -ccept this brr..ncement 
and subse1ue11tl :1 :·essrs . !'orris, "ast: nd :·&ney served 
uuocessi vely as ~ecret11ry or the ConM1 ttee . 

~<bout oi x v.eeks "80 : r . r·sney left, for hi!> new post 
In :·exlco C:ity ann it h1, in consequence , ir.oUl'lbent upon 
this Govern :ent in socordano<l v.i th the ueree•,ent wl th the 
,r.tlsh r~vernment to fil l the vacancy . The procedure 
l'J for the Secrett.ry to write ~·r . T:..y1or 1n:'ormlnt;; hlo 
:1s ..:~ .. tirm:.n of the .~ rlo:1n Deleg::.tlon to tho !ntdrgovern-
'1ltlnt ... 1 Golllr.li ttee of' hhr nocinee for t he p<>- t . " · Tt.ylor 
wUl then write Lord \'ln terton und .Hr !'lt!rbart <:mersou, 
&nc1osinf! to l'lach copies of the .Jeoretliry •s llltter . They 
wH1 reply co:lfirming the lippointment p1111ding th'! rutil'lcation 
or \t by the rull Co~1ttee. 

•·:tth ret:e ra to the suuestion thut I sho111o assume 

the 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

T H E U NDER SECRETARY 

September 21 , 1942 

C f:({- Mr . Pell : 

Please let me ho ve 

your v ieVIs with regard 

to this . • <~\ • 
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71 BRO A D WAY 

NEW YORK 

September 9 19 4 2 

The Hon. Sumner Welle s , 
Under Secretary of Sta te, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Recalling our conversation about the 
v a cancy in the Secretaryship of the In­
terg overnmental Committee on Political 
Refugees , and that it falls to our Gov­
ernme nt to name the Secreta ry, it was 
thoug ht that it would be very useful if 
Mr . Robert T. Pell, who knows much about 
this whole activity , would be named as 
Secretary until, a s the result of our 
consideration of the whole post-war 
field involving refugee s and the mig ra­
tion of people s , the interna tional 
authority that is agreed upon could 
elect its officers and the activities 
of the Intergovernment a l Committee a nd 
such Le ag ue authority still in being 
could be merged i nto t he new orga niza­
tion. 



• 
• 

This procedure , it seems , develops 

a dign ified and constructive method 

of pr ocedure with re spect to the In­

terg overnmental Commit tee v is-a-vi s 

such new or ganization . It would seem 

that no complaint would be based up­

on tha t pr ocedure , whe reas failure to 

observe our Nation ' s part i n the ar­

rangements h e r etofore made at its in­

s tance mig ht natur a l ly be the subject 

of cons i derable unpl easant c r iticism , 

with no gainful result being achie v ed . 

Thi s is only to remind you that 

you were to adv i se Mr . Pall , as I be ­

lieve his pr esent duties would not 

conflict with the very l i mited duties 

he would hav e to perform as Secretar y 

of the I n tergovernmental Committee . 

Sincerel y yours , 

I 
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