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DEPARTMENT 01'" STATE 

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

HEJ.IORANDUM 

January 1, 1943 

U - Mr. 

We were advised by the Embassy at London under 
date of November 21 that the memorandum embodyi ng the 
Briti sh Government ' s views with respect t o the War 
Crimes Commission, which we had previously approved , 
had been transmitted to the Soviet and Chinese Govern­
ments, the governments in exile and the Free French 
National Committee, with a request for their comments. 
We have heard nothing further as to the views of those 
governments (other than reports of the appointment by 
the Soviet Government of its own commission to investi­
gate war crimes on a rather different basis) and we have 
not yet been advised as to when the Commission may be 
expected to be established. So far as I know there 
has been no discussion among any of the governments 
concerned ot the appointment of a prominent Jew to the 
Commission 1n any oapac1 ty. 
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ll!r . Athert on: 

I 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE UNDER SECRETARY 

:;-~ 

tn~ {. 'm~v~ ~1 , 
I -1 -tJ-3 

c" :teFJ: :Lf1r 

1942 

Dr. Wise inquired t his morning, w:l. th regard to 

the proposed War Crimes Commiss i on, (a) as to when 

it was to be constituted, and (b) whether a~ plan 

had been agreed upon by the United Nations for the 

use of the services or some prominent Jew as oon-

sultant to the Commission. lUll you let me know 

what the situation ma)' be wi th regard to these two 

matters . 



P.'l/1! 
lolr . llurr&J : 

Dr. ~iise c ame to eoe me t l.d.s morni ng 1\l'ld. inquired 

whether there wu an;rthlng th1a !)overn:aont could do to 

parsuade Turke7 and other adJacent countriee to accept 

Jewish ret'ugoea who aro 11ble t o escape t'rca the Balkan 

countries . ·.1111 you let me Jcno• what tbe situation 

with regard t o this •tter may be. 
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No vember 24, 1942 

,\- L 
loi r. Long : 

Pleas e let me l<nO'" what t ho status of the f ood 

parcel s for Poland T:lay b e . Lr . ·;:tse was talking :~lth 

me t h l a afternoon and l nfo med me that the Treaoury 

Dopart mon t was willinr t o r elea se the funds r equired, 

but d1dn 1 t Tt1 s il to appear to f avor ei thor t he Joint 

Distribution Coromlttee or the Jewish ;•rorld Concress , 

l n as much 11s both organizati ons ha o Asked for t he re­

lease of fund s for this pur•!>06e--Cl2 , 000 a mon t h . 

[lr , ·;liSe Stated that his Ore Rn1ZIItion •.• ould bO 

entirely Nillint to joln wl t h the Joi nt D1.strl':>utto" 

Con:ol ttoe o r to do i t alone , a nd th st wha t they were 

aru<icus nb out was t o have t h o money released quick l y 

wt thou t further dol!ly . .n n :~ou be kind eno:.,&)1 to take 

t hl s U'O wi th llr . Pohle or t ho ~·reasury De partment and 

see what can be done t o expedi te a deci slon 1 

II : SV/ : PRH 
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November 24, 1912 

Eu - Mr • • Hherton : . 
I 

Please have drafted a tolee;rwn to Amb11asador ilayes 

in Madr id ask~ng him t o do what he can to a l lev1ato tho 

cond1 tio,-, of and ;o prevent the expulsi on o r Jewish 

refugees who have r ecently entered Spain fro:n f'r ance 

and v.ho a rc t ryine: to get throu{;h to some country of 

refue e . 

U: S •I· : PllH 
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Nove~ber 13, 19 42 

MY dear Dr . W1aet 

I llhould vo.lue the opportunity or seeing you 

the next time you P" •" through Y.aahington 1n order 

1.0 aillcWia wU. h you ce rw1n 1n!'ormat1on I hD.ve re­

ceived rro .. 0\U' t!.i nla ter 1n ::lvl tzurland arwr h1a 

couverst• t1on u N1 th 1/.r. L1chthD1m and Mr. Hiegnor. 

1.111 you be kind enough to l ot na kno.,. "hen I may 

expect to hllve tLe pleasure or aeo1ng ;rou'l 

>:1th n:r k1ne1eat regare1e , bo lleve ne 

Yours vory o1ncerely, 

Rabb i S tephen ~ . fliae, 
American Jew1ab Oongre aa , 

U: SW : IJ 

330 r.eat 42nd Street, 
!lew Xork, !!ow York. 
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tlovember 24 , Hl42 

Eu - r:r . Atherton: 

The World J ewish Cono·css , Dr. '."li se tells me thiS 

afternoon , is anxi ous t o ser.d e. representatl vo to Nor t h 

Afri ca t o assist 1n allevlat1 ng the condi.tton ot' a vory 

l nrt;e number of r efugee Jevts who Rre strrmdod t llere . 

I told him I wo uld have t o consul t w1 th the Red Cross 

and with the '."Ia!' t.epnl't"cnt and that I wou l d l e t him 

\<novt. what their deol s l.on 'ntght be . I shall npprecinte 

it i f you wi l l tak& l.t up sympathetically, us i t seems 

to '110 t he t Nol':'lan Davis rn1;:;:h t wel l n[!r ee to hnvo ropre­

sentat1 vee of Jews in thi s country ro a loot; for the 

purpose indicated . 

O:SW: PRH 
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November 13, 1942 

Y1 dekr Ur . ~iae 1 

I should value th' opportuni t1 ot aeeing you 

t he next t1- you paa a Lhrough 7/aahington in order 

to <1i aouaa wl£ h you certain i nformation I have re­

ceive d f rom out• 1.11n1a ter in Switzer land a fter hla 

oonve rakt1ona with Ml· · L1chthoic and wr. l!iegner . 

Will you be kind enough t o le t .,. know whe n I may 

e xpe ct to have t he pleasure ot s eeing you? 

V•1th my ki ndest regarde , be H ave M 

Youra vor7 sincer ely , 

Ra bbi '> tephen ~ . :.ise, 
American Je wish Congrea9 , 

U: ~· . : :J 

330 \~ee t 42nd Stre et, 
New York , !lew York. 
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FROM I 

TO: 

DATED I 

PARAPHRASE Q!: TELEGRAM 

American Mini ster, Bern 

Secretary ot State, '1/aehington 

Octobf!r 6, 1942 

There are i ndioa t 1ons t hat Je~s are, without an7 

doubt, be i ng driven out systemati cally from the countri es 

ot Wes tern Europe. :luch indications are conta i ned in 

numerous reports whioh have come to me from both Je~ish 

und non- Jewiah sources, supplemented by reports received 

from Consul Squi re 1n Geneva , who has been in oornmunica­

tion with l>r . Rei gner. J ews are being moved, these r eport s 

i ndi ce. te, to unknown des tina tions i n German- occupied Russi a 

and i n Poland. It has been credibly r eported to me, with 

regard to Pol 1sh J ews , tha t ghettos or Warsaw and other 

l arge c i ties are being cleared and the Jews sent eastward 

to a destiny unknown. Ky Polish colleab~e told me that 

he was able to confir m t hat f ormer resi den t s were bei ng 

eva cuated from the ghettos or \·larsa1~ . I wil l make use or 

all available f aci l i ties 1n endeavoring to veri ty reports. 

Repres ent a tives of t he Jewish Congress in Geneva are 

being communica ted with by me and I shall be very gl ad to 

help t hem in any way that I oa n. 



........ 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
JJO WEST ~2n d STREET NEW YORK CITY 

STEPHEN S. WISE. Pl ESIDfHT 
CAlL£ IIOOlESS 'CONGRESS' 
TEWHONE LONGACRE S.2600 

CARL SHERMAN. CHAil .. IIH. EXECIIT1VE COM"mtE 

NATHAN D. PERLMAN } VICE-PRESIDEN'n 

LEO H. lOWITZ 
lOUIS UPSKY, CHI\Il><AH. GOVERNING COUNCIL 

M. MALDWlN FERTIG, CHI\Il"IIN· IIOWINisnl\nvE COM .. mtE 

JACOB LEICHTMAN, TlEIISUlElt 
Offioo or Dr . 'lao 
40 \!oat 68 Stroot , 
"ctober 6 , 1942 , 

Al>tia;; Secretory Sw:nor ./ .. lles 
StAte Dopo.rtm ... t 
Washington , D. C. 

Dear Secretary i1ollea 1 

I novo just hs~ a mea••~~ from tho C<eonoolwak Inror.- ­

tion Sorvico , in •Nhion , quotl:~t Jan Maaorylc, it Ia oaid : 

"Benoa atron&ll adviaoa no publlo1t~y until report tully 

invoatlKa ted• q uthont1o1ty reatonably oatablioho~ Ho 

urgoo olooe~ oonoidera tion , that thlo may be Nazi propa­

gandn metho4 to provoke reacti on , &iving them oxoueo to 

extond outrsg•• · Benea undertook to ~• hie a~ohicery to 

inveo ti&o to thor o"'hly . • 

This m.oaaa~;e oatoe not di rectly r r octt t.aaaryk, \Yho forwArded 

the ~••s&O, but fr~ our Londo· repr~sontatives of the 
'7orld Jewish Congress , t.aster:an &.od Barou . 

1 oall your S'OOC:itt.l • ttention to tho 3ta taam t of B•no:~, 

boot.uoe hio toru are al111ont 1dan tiool with your own , In 

the 00\lTIO of 'ffhich you a:;:Ced f'or G"~Cc\rio and r•otual in­

f?rmtion . 

\"lith hol\rtfe} t# the.nlr!'l fOr :/0'-lr :tyApethet#to nnd rr\tJndly 

attitude touohlf\: tt~o f)robloo , 

c:: 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

4 YiU TR 66 NL 
FROM 

NewYork NY Oct 4 42 

Secretary Sumner l'oelles 

Vlaahington D. C 

~~~· SU:f.IJ 
~~ 

ucr5 

Ueneva wires • Got strong new evidence confirming my earlier message 

through London. London wires all information lately conti rme 

previous reports about exterminat ion followi ng deportation from 

vnrious countries to Germany or Poland also follwwing deportation 

within Poland. only small minority used for labor service Ghettoes 

•• arsaw Lodz excepting artisans working for army nearly emptied. \'1111 

bo Washing ton Monday feal we should see you any time excepting three 

Vlhe 
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M!':MORANPUM 

u - Mr. llellu 

... '( - .J .. ,..., 
{c.v 

Septe•bar 3 , lV42. 

• ~ 
" " 

~e eug'e~t that in reply to Rabbi Wiae you ehould 
intor• him by telephone thet the Aaerioan Charge d'Afteire ~ 

l n Vlch7 hea been instructed to proteet in .oat eaphetio 
terae agaln1t t hie inhuman act or deporting fro• Franoe 
refugeee capBble or perforaing labor in Ger•any. In the 
oouree or hie remarks the AMerican Charge d 1 Affa1rea 
pointed out that those who had arrived ~inoe 1935 had in 
fac t been granted aeylua by the French Governaent wh1oh 
aade the French present aot1cne particularly inhu•an. 

• 

~uoh ae we deplored the general a1tuat1on, however , tht 
Aaerloan Charge d'Affairea waa inatruoted to preaa • • 
~ho1e eleaenta a mong the refugee population that have 
vius oermitting them to go to foreign countriea, e.e t hey 
Ahoult'l be in n oate!fory apart and thftir departure tro111 
rrance fscilitat~d since a future wa~ open to thea and 
the French Govern•ent should give thea every opportunity 
t o make e new atart in ~ ltmt World. Y·>u aay etate 
thot two pointe which have been streued ln unottiohl to 't' .. >:. 
PepPe,eataliona tro• Jrurope "'h1ch h&ve neYer been con-
firmed Are : first, thAt any definite nu•ber ot retugeee 
rrom rranoe had been determi ned upon and secondly, thet 
once retugAel trca any area or F.urope have re~oh~d 
Oerm~ny they ere to be •exterm1n~ted 1 ; rather lt 11 our 
un~ereten~ ing t ha t t hey nre to be put to labor on behalf 
ot the Oer .. n .. ohlne ae ie the oeee with Polieh and 
SoviAt end ot he r prieonere-ot- war who ere now verkin~ tor 
their dally 4Uetenence 1n Ger•an.y. 

You may wl~h to poi nt out that by 1upplyinF this 
retuFeP l abor trom France Laval defen~e hle position that 
he ie t hereby preventing the exportation ot r renoh citizens 
eince he has no alterna tive open to hi• by the Ger•ene 
o t her then t he 1urrender ot a oertein nu•ber or •aeina d 10~uvre•. 

Mr. Lc nF hal eugReeted t oday that "~ 1hould eend a further 
protest.~ l.1..;. tWJ 4 41:.. ~ .,w, :"1· I• d., a. · '.,J. ..J W...... · 

It 1& our bel i ef t hat thie ebould be 11a1ted it we went 
to be • oet etrective to repreeentatlcne on behalf ct tboae 
r efugee• t hl t have vieae that per•1t the• to eacape to coun­
tr iee outelde ot AXle control, eepeoial l y elnce t he repreeenta­
t1one Tuck hal a lready aa~e heve been ~o forcetul on behalf 
or the general a1 tuet1on a a to exceed t he lnstruct1ona under 
whl oh he woe no ting. 

"'ul RA: EJD Rfty At hert on 
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AMERICAN JEWIS H CONGRESS 
330 WEST 42 nd STREET NEW YORK CITY 

STEI'HEN S. WISE. ,_fSIOfHT 
CMUi AOOUSS 'CONGRESS' 

tatltiOHE LONGAClE S.2600 
NATHAN 0. PEJU.MAN. YICWlfSIOfHT 
LOUIS LIPSKY. CHAllW\N. GOVtlNINQ COUNCIL 

CARL SHERMAN. CHAIRMAN, ADMINISto.AnvE COM><InEE 

JACOB LEICH'OI.4AN, Tl!ASUREl 

...... 

Tho tiDier Sooreta.,. ot Steto 
Steto Dopartmont 
WUb1JlCI:an, D. C, 

Ott1o o ot Dr. 'llho 
.a w .. t 68 Street, 
JWIO 19, 1U2, 

"It aoema lilr:o atoriea trom l o.DI ot opirito• tbo.t llr. Cburohill 

ehould ooM to thi• oo\111try within a day atter our dieou.eaion in 

your ottioo. 1 bon lr:Do- tho allld ot Churohill lone ono"&)) &nd 

well ocoush to t ool t bot bo III.S)It 11'011 be -od to join with OW' 

•ao .. • i n oo.yinc ,.,.thine now a bout tho unopookable but &lao eot 

unontorooo.blo throat ot Ooobbelo to hove the Jowo ot Europe ox­

tomicatocl, i t t ho boab1n& oontinuoo. It 1o a t lr oo.t whioh tho 

llnitod ll&tiano oonnot attord to ipre. On tho otbor boll4, i t 1o 

worao t b&n a threot. It 1o tho dir'OOt attoolr: upon tho whole JOwio.h 

pooplo, ao it tboy woro rooponoiblo tor tho inOTito.blo boabin& ot 

a. ..... oitioo all4 their allito.ry dopoto . 

It would aoo.n aoro tb&n I O&n oo.y if 7011 oollld ..,., both tho Pro oi ­

dent and the Pn• llimate r to aoo tbot, o.a dOTotod holpora ot tho 

Omt ocl No.tiono, 1q pooplo lll.p.t bo,.. that apiritual ouoto.i.,.ont wbioh 

..,uld - troa a worcl t1 tly opokan by tho two great leader a ot the 

omtod ll&tiono. 

You are quito r i&)tt . I t would bo tor better to ako o.ey etate111nt 

&onoro.l, thousb i lllluoin ot opee1t1o rol.'eronoo to t hh throat &I'J&intt 

the Jo•a, tb&n t o r.ako it oolel:y a oto.t•oat in dotenoo ot J .,.o. 

Gol-.nn and I , o.o wel l ao Jia, a&roo ontirol:y with your poo1Uon. 

1 1.11, cloo.r JU, Wolloa, 



.. MURRAY HILL t-1 1 60 

Cmergenc!l Committee /or Zioni,jt oll/airJ 

I' A.JV\. 

\ 

<4 t EAST • t•d ST REET 
R OO M ll&l 

NEW Y O RK CITY 

Ron. SUcner , ell oa 
Ste. te i)epar-t.:r~n t. 
'.1aahln~on, D.C. 

Deer ;;lecret6ry ~ elles: 

orrl!:e or Dr. IYho 
~ ,'.'ca t 68 J treet . 
:r""e o, l04e . 

.l nurJber or f11Y aosociates and oysolr, •'1 thin and wlthout the Zion tot 

Lovt:::IOnt, urc disturbed about tumors "h.ich reach ua tritl• respect to 

a possible revis!nn of tbe Atlantic Charter. We oru perhaps eepeciol.ly 

disturbed, becouao ce reel t. ore hau been occaaiona when there cisl>t 

nell h&ve been , indeed there ought to have bea1, soc~.e retorence to the 

unique and uni quely unbeppy position or the Je~e or Central end 3Bstoxu 

~:urope . I CtlliDOt help teeli06 that two or throe of ue ollsl>t to bavo en 

op· ortunity to discuss this problem nHh you in tho near tuturo . 

.;ould 1t be possible to aee you •!"Audo,y, J~ 17th, or ThursJ o,y , 

June lBth , and if either or these doys be possible , the 17th being pre­

ferable, wolll.d you be good ono..;h to n&.'lle the tiloe that would be lout 

inconvenient to you? 

I can..ot close t b lettu .,.,! tbout "Yin.; to Y"" that :rour addross up­

e n e recent oceation was a most notable contribution to the d~cuoanta­

tion w~!ch ! a to Frocedo and to make poaa!ble a groot and just peace . 

l!avi~ been in :'aris in :renuar/, 1919, ood a a a re8Ult of t:eet1068 at 

that time .t th President 1/ilaon and his associates, I bad long cO<lfl t o 

feel that no peace worth having could promptly be ertoctod even ortor 

the "''St tt.orouojt.·go1nts victory . Psoco-mal<ing ... u be o pr('cess rstb•r 

than an incident , even Gl war-making wea a long c onttnutna process . I 

""' glad or ond gre.tetul tor ynur tine and inspiring word . 

-· 
ss;:s 
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o .. r rJ.unor: 

I ae;rtt vHh 70u t lu\ t there 18 111u~h utter t or 
thou11ht l n Rsbb1 ~1 •o'' ltt~ou- . 

· urrent l7 t he !lr1 t1ah t ... va terr1ble reapon~l b l l) tlH 

l n t he Near t oet , but vo auat bol1ev~ t hat they n~•~ 
~~1 1eately ~•1shed all ~h•••• or the el tu~tlon 1n t ha t 
e raa ane 1~ t he ac tual purau.not or our ooaaon vo r 
e ffor t 1n t ill' ac~:.er.t art ta10por1&1ng ln a looal oltuaUon 

ontl t uo problea or u tllfylag th~ olalaa ot both th t 
Ar obA cr.cl t t.o ,lJtv" . I onn only a Ctd tru.t t or the 
1alled1&te :.oment a UnlteO NaUcm• victory 1• the f"~t tP• t 

a l a >-r <111•t Gll PtJ'l VIi fOr o 

~: •· rctur•n1•.r. r ab;,1 • l ilt· ' e let~er• , a onny hr~vtnn 

bttn OJD•<It f'l r the Dcvu•·Ltllont1 6 tUoa . 

Fro. ''•bbl ''loot, 
Aor1l l , 1942 . 

t u IRA: E.JD 4/l& 

'!ou ro very e 1noert~ly , 



DEPARTMENT OF STAn: 

THE UNDER SECRETARY 

npr11 1~ , 1942 

Eu - l·:r . A the1· t on : 

Pleu~' hs ve eo•.1eone 

ra t t ~ l et te1· for ce to 

send to l~s . Roosevel t 1n 

reply to the l•tt er att6ched . 

1 I h!~ft: HI ~,,1, ' 

U : S\i :GES 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

10, 1942 

Det r Sumne r: 

I U\1nk "'uch in Wa le tt.or 
p. Wll toed tor U\oul#>t. Slloul~ tile 
:.nsUah thi nk 1 t o'e~ too? 

F.. R. 



\ ,\J.. 
MU A~H Ill til• ~\~o J , ... 

Cnurg.enc!l Committee /or Zion~t oll/air3 \ r- ) 
41 EAST H od ~ET 

•oow ttat 

HEW YO.K CITY 

\. 
Ottleo ot Dr. WlM \ • 
' o w .. t 58th St. 't'f' If .... \ 
llew York Clty -~ ...<V 

v.-
April 1,,.,1842 ~~''/., o§. ' 

w.re . Rooaevelt 
The l'lbi to Hou .. 
Waoh1ngton, D. c. 

.. ,\J , , ~ ~ 

~···· !)•'' / ~··· . ~y !.J\ 

\·~' 1 ~£"' .. ~ t tV• , .f (\ 11 

1 . ~· · ~~\<} 
Justlno felt that, inu..,.ob u ohe b&-1 •IX>'""' to 'fC'l "'""'' ~ au&P•­

tl on w1 th rupeot to the StT,.. d.ioaoter, I 111gbt eontl.nue tho oorr Aponii­
ence , Rich inchded the ttfo jt.N t.b&t you were ~ood eno'Ul;h to ••Dd he.r,-... 
both of which I herewith roturn. It h '"'r'Y r;ood nt you to baTt int or­
nned. in tbla way with Ill'· Wo lloo, and I u r;ratotul to you f er pom1ttin5 
Justine and. her tathor to ... tho lettore, wnioh wr . ~lleo bad. wr ittoa. 

llay I offer a few word a of o0111110nt upon l!r. Walles' lettor7 It 
P&lostine ia to bo rulad out, tho aituatioo of tho ur•he.ppy ref"&IU ' ndoed 
boCQIIIOO hopeleu . AaaWiint; t hat Wf, Woll•• b rir;ht in lllylng that r efuge 
cannot be found for theao people in South Alaerican countrieo nor in JJ'r i0&0 

Ia not tho oboriouo anowor tho.t Uley obould bo adaitted to the OM country 
which they can ca ll h....,, tc 1lhi ch thoy oould. r;o - in the wcrdo of w.. 
Chur-ch.ill - •noi. 0!'1 aurrerance . but or r1&ht"7 I need not real n.d you 
that P&lootiro baa boon rocor;nited. aa the Jarlob Ho11101Acd not only by 

Britain and fifty-two otbor n&tiona of tho world, but by unanilllOQO roaol,._ 
tion ot the Onited State• Congre•• • 

A• for tho roar that GorDn agonta might have boo11 ineludoc! 1n tho 
paa oonr;er liat of that •hlp, thot feo.r It blrdly oouvinoinr;. Tho Nado 
ba.v• no need tor fl \.IOh prooer1o~.ta JDtthod o!' transportation aa waa the Strua1 

in order to introduoo into TUrkey additio""l !lad ar;ento1 and tbrour;h 
7\u'k O!Y a croaa tho lond border s into Syria a.nd Poloatino tho way 1o not 
really bo.rd. Woroour 1 bog to r oml nd you that it would have boon pon lblo 
for tho Palut1ne ro'"'rnoo011t, baYing peril! ttod the ret"&••• t o land., to 
int<lrn the• until their bona f!doa co,.ld bo oatobliohod with our help. 
Thi a baa boon dOIIAI in otbor c:&aoo, ODd toclt.y, lnotoad or buildinr; rcada u 
olavo laborer• /"or l!ltlor, hundreds o.r thooo fonaor intarnooa &ro fightinc 
ooldiaro in tbo flrmioa of tho uni tod Hatlona; or thoy are buoy oo t ho land 
or in the faotorioo of Palootina produc!J1G for our war orf ort and their own. 
On g r ou.,rt .. of aheer oxpedienoy oo loae tha n on moral grouod• . t.ho attitude 
of tho Britlah adminietration in Palaotlne oooma ino~cuoablo. 

A word about tho repercuaoiooo that 9ri tain fearo "'"""II tho Ar"be. 
Is it t<>o liiiiCb to 10)' thot the oscrlfica of frlondo in tbo into ro ot Of 
appeaolng tho unl'rioodly boo ropeatodly bo<111 pronn to be ttln t rho 

- · 
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K:r1 . Rooeevelt April 1, 19f2 

rebellion iD Iraq, "'' prtoODOO of tJ>o INt't1 iD Borllo &Dd a .... tho 
t'a!luro ot Bgpt to U V up to her treaty ot alll.t.ooo (thouaando ot 
P&leati.Dt J•••• but ncl'rab-EQtptian eoldi~r•, hav·e been d.eftmdin& 
EQptlao ooil apinot 1ovaaion) 1od1oato that thio policy baa tailed 
in tho Near Boot u 1 t has railed evorywbo..., olio . 

I oannot help oayiD& to you, door )Ito. Roooovelt, that tJ>o 
Palootino government•• polioY in ro gord to thooo rotugeoo io ao 
ohortoigbted &a 1 t it oruol. It doeo diJUgo to tho oo.uso ot fru 
un everywhere, and 1t aocordo ill 101 th tbooo groat oodo ot juotioo 
wblch the United llationo ban oet tb..,.olno . 

l!ith moot oordiol r;rooting. bolino .. to be 

SSl'ltFB 
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£14ERGE.'!CY COH!liT..-E!!: FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 
41 East 42nd Street _, ....._ ~ . Lr' 

Room 1121 ,r,.; . .:! ,...... . 
!lEW YORK CITY E ... : ~./.,_ : _,~ 

Mr s . Roosevelt, 
The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

l·iy dear l-: r s . Roosevelt: 

Of fic e ot Dr. Wise 
40 '.I' est 68t h St . 
New York City. 

April 1 , 1942 

~~-r.,~. 

J usti ne f elt that, in as much as shP h~d spoken t o 
.you uoon my suggestion wl th r esoect to t he Strlllne 
d i saster, I mi ght continue the correspondence, which 
included the two i t ems t hnt you were good enough to send 
her , - - both of which I herawith r eturn . I t is very 
good of you to hAve i ntervened in t his wAy with 
!-lr. '·/elles, and I am ~rateful t o you for perolt t1np: 
Justine Pnd !ler tathQr t o eee the letters, which l~r. !iell es 
had written . 

l:ay I offer 11 few words of comment uoon Hr. \lelles ' 
letter? It Palestine is to b~ r uled out, t he situlltion 
ot t he unhanoy refugees indeed becomes hopeless . As­
suming tha t l·!r . Welles is right in sayi ng t hat ret'up;e 
canno t be fou nd for t hese o~oole in South Am erican 
countriPB nor i n Africa, ie not the obvious anower tha t 
t hey should be ad~itted t o t he one country Which they ca n 
call home, t o which t hey could go - i n t he words of 
!-!r . Churchill - •not on suf ferance, but ot rifl'ht "? I 
need not remind you that Palestine baa be~n r ecognized as 
the Jewish Homeland not only by Britain and f ifty-two 
o t her nations or the world, but by unanimous r esolut ion 
of the United Ststes Congress . 

As for t he fear tha t German agent s might have been 
included in t he oassenger list of t hat ship , that fear is . 
hardly convinci ng. The Nazis have no need tor such pr ecarious 
met hod of transportation sa wao the Struma , tn order to 
introduce into Turkey additional Nazi agents ; and t hrough 

Turkey 
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Turkey across the lond borders into Syri a ~nd Palestine 
the way is not really hard . llor eovPr I ber; to remlnd you 
thot it would h~ve been possible tor t he P~lestine govern­
ment , having pl'rmitted the refugees to l~nd , t o intern 
them until their bone fides could be established with our 
help . This has been done i n other cases, and today, 
instead of building roads as slave laborers for Hitler, 
hundreds of t hese former i nternees are fi Ghting soldiers 
in t he armies of the United Nations ; or t hey ere busy on 
t he lend or in t he factories of Palestine oroduolng for 
our war effort and t heir own. On grounds of sheer ex­
pediency no less t nan on moral grounds, t he attitude or 
the British administration in Palestine seems inexcusable . 

A '~ord about t he r epel'CUssions t hP t Bri t sin fears 
among t he Arabs . I s it too ouch t o say t hat t he sacrifice 
ot ~riends in the interest of anol'asing t he unfriendly 
has repe~tedly been proven to be vain? The rebl'lli on in 
I raq, the presence of t he l,:ufti in Berlin and Rome , the 
failur e or ~gyot to live uo to her treaty of allian~e 
(thousands of Palestine Jews, but no Arab- Egypti an soldiers , 
havp. ~~en defendi np ~g)!ptian soil ar ains t invasi on) in­
d icnte t hPt this ooltcy h~s failed in t he Near ~Ast aR it 
has failed everywhprP else . 

I cannot help osyinp, t o you, deer l!re . Roosevelt , 
thet the Palestine government ' s policy in regard to these 
refugees i s as shortsighted as it is cruel . It does damage 
to t he onuse of f ree men everywhere, a nd it accords ill 
wi t h t hose gr eat ~nda of Justice which th~ United Nations 
have set themselves . 

I·Ti t h moa t cordial grP,.ting, believe me to be 

Fai t h!ully yours, 

:!TEPHE!J s . '.li SE 

SSW: FE 



Dear El.eaAor : 

I agree wi'h J OU t hat there 1e much aatter t or 
thought ln Rabbi Wiae 'a letter . 

~urrently t he Br1tiah beTa terrible reapone1b1litiee 
1n t he Near Eaat, but we auet believe that they haTe 
delloatel7 weighed all phaaee ot the e1tuation ln t het 
area an<! 1n the actual purat~~noe ot our ooeaon war 
eff ort ln thia a oaent are teapori&ing in a local a1tuat1on 
and t he p.roblea ot eethf7i ng the ola1aa ot both the 
Arabe and the Jewe. I oan onl7 add that t or t he 
iamadlate moaent a United Natlona Tlotory is the grea t ee t 
ala we auat all etr1ve tor. 

I a11 returning Rabb1 W1n1a letter, a cop7 bevlng 
been .. de tor the Departaent' e fll eo. 

Bel1aTe • •• 

E:noloeure: 

rroa Rabbi Wiae, 
April 1, 1942. 

1' r 40 . RooeeTelt, 

Youre Tery ainoerel7, 

The Vblte Houae. 

~{Eu:RA : EJD 4/16 
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