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June 11, 1943

Dear Morrisi

1 hive read the draft ennlosed with
your laettar of June 10 very oarefully in-
dead and, needless to =ay, with the utmost
interest. There 13 nothing in it with re-
speot to the forelgn relations of this
country which would be in the slightest
degree embarrassing.

Iy warmest regards to you all, and I
shsll be grateful if you willl let your son
know how much I apprecliate his message.

With the hope that I may sees you soon,

belleve me

Youre most sincerely,

Rebbl Morrie S, Lazaron,
1914 Madison Avenue,
Baltimore, Maryland,
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Morris S. Lazaron
1914 Madison Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland

June 10, 1943

Dear Sumnerd

1 am enclosing tentatlve Coiy of the propoced
statenent of the Americen Council for Jucalsm,
in the drawing up of which Arthur Sulzbsrger
and Lessing Rosenweld jolned with & Tew others
5 us. Belfare we give ;ubllicity to it, we
wauld sppreclate jour garefu. reeding and
eritical suggestions.

Arthur phonsd me from Few iork that ne might
hewve time to show it to ,ou wken he was ip
#nshington. In case he did not, I will
appreciate jour letting me hesr [rom jou at
your ver) eariiest convenlenceé.

Things are moving, rren't they?

Morris wrote in his lwst note that be wanted
especially to be remenberec to you. As alwajs,

Faithjuply,

The Honorable Sumner Welles
[nder Secretar; of State
hashington, U. V.
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A TEVTATIVE STATE!ENT RY ABRICANS COF JEWISH FAITH

The Ameriean Couneil for Judsism was organised to reappraise the status
of Americans of Jewish faith in the present hour of world confusion. The
Counell reaffirms the historic truth that the Jews of the world share oommon
traditions and ethiesl cencepts whieh find their derivmtion in the same religlous
souree. For countless generatlons, "lear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord
1g one", has beer the universel cry thei hes united all Jews in trial and
tribulation, in suffering, hunger and waut, in despair and in mechievement. It
15 still the coreept which distinguishes the Jews as & rellglous group.

raelst theoriss and nationalistic philosophies, that have becoms
prevalent in recent years, have caused untold sulfering to the world end
partioularly te the Jows. Ue nold that rece and nationality long spo became
obsolete as & realitjesin Jewish history. They remain now only as & reaction to
diseriminetion and perseoution, Ve reeall thet in the former crises of Isrnel
i1 anplent Falestine, the Frophets plased Ced and the moral law above land,
rago, nation, royal prerogatives and politieal arrengements. Te believe that
i{n these bitter tines, na in those, wo should plage mbove everything else Lhose
same rolizious vaiues which emphasize the dignity of man end the obligation to
deal justly with him no matter what his statun.

As Americans of Jewish faith we belleve {uplicitly in the fundamentals
af demoersey, rooted, as they are, in these same morslities; mornlities tist
transeend rase and state, and endow the individual with rights for whieh he is
answerable only to Ged. We are thankful to be citizens of a eountry and to
tave shared in the bullding of a nation cononived in n spirit which kmows
nelther speoial privilege nor inferior status for any =an. Ve affirm that for

eenturies Jows have consldered themselves nationals of those countrles in whish
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they have lived. ¥henever free to do 8o, tbtft-ﬂun-li.andﬂumh
assume, full responsibilities of oitisenship in accordance witi the ancient Jewish
comand, "The law of the land is the law". Those countries in which Jows have
lived have been thelr homes; those lands thelir howelands. In those natlens where
politioal metlon was expressed through minority groups, the Jew, following the
iaw of his land, neeepted minerity status, thereby frequently gaining an
Improvement over previous eonditioms of inferior citizenship. BSuch hast
Curepean congepts, however, have rosgulted in a misunderstanding, shared by

Jows and nen=Jews, - & misunderstanding which we soek to dispel, imeriomns aof
Jewlsh faith held no umity with such ainority groups. Thelr interest in the
{ndividual Jew of guch states is not to be canfused with anogoptenee of this

East Europsan politieal consept.

As & result of the bigetry, sadism, and ambitions for world eongquest
af the Axis powers, milliens of osur co-rellzlonists who bad homes 1o asd were
rationals of other lands have been violemtly deported and made victime of
inieseribable barbarism, lic other group has been g0 brutishly atbtacked, and
for cne resson only = on the false clalms thet there are racial barriers or
nationalistle lzpulses that separate Jews from olher mem.

The plight of those Jews together with millions »f oppressed [ellowzen
of 811 falthe, calle forth the profoundest sympathy and the unbounded maral
indignation of all fres men, The restoration of these broken lives to the
status and dignity of wen endowed by God with insllesslle rights, is oume of
the primary objestives of the pesge to coue as expresasd in the Atlsstle Charter
ond the Four Freedoms of President foosevelt. We are comsoious of the fast
that the Jew will rise or fall with the extension or contragtion of the great,
liberal forces of civilization. By relying upon the broad, roliglous prineiples

inherent in & demoeracy and implesmemtling them wherever possible, we join our
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strength to that of all lovers of freedss, and so are stronger than if we
stood segrerated mnd alone upon exclusive demands,.

e ask that the United Matlons sesure the sarliest feasible ropatriation
or pesettlement wmder the best poessible cenditions of all peoples wprooted from
their homes by the Axls powers, and that even in the faee of obvious and
diseouraging obstacles the United Xetloms persevers in thelr efforts to provide
\mmediate sanctuary for refugees of all faiths, politieal beliefs and national
origine.

In our endeavors to bring relief to cur stricken fellow Jews, and to
help rebuild their lives on a mere stable basis, we rely wholly upem the
principles of freedom, justice and humanity, which are fundamental to both
demoerecy mnd religlon, and whleh have been deelared as the prineiples whieh
shall preveil iz tho better world for which the Unlted Nations are fighting.

e ally ourselves with those who bellove that we will not have fought
this war in vainy that the misteles of the last pemee wlll not be duplicated.
7e believe that vast nucbers of these foroed emigres oan be repetriated ln thelr
oricinal homelands under conditions whieh will enable them to live as fres,
upstanding individuale.

Falestine has comtributed in a tangible way to the alleviation of the
present catastrophe in Jewish life by providing a refuge for a part of Furope's
Jews. e hope it will contimue me one of the plases for such resettiement, for
it hns been dearly demonstrated thmt practical golonizin; ean be done, schoels
and universities built, selentific agriculture extendsd, comerce intensified
and eulture developed. Ouch is the record of eager, hardworking settlers who
have been aided in their endeavors by Jews all over the world, in every welk

of 1ife and thought.
Wis oppose the effort to establish e Bational Jewlsh State in Falestine
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or anywhers olse as a philosophy of defeatima, and one whieh does not offer a
practienl solution of the Jewish problem. Fe dissent from all those related
doetrines that streas the reclalism, the natlomalism and the hoowlessness of
Jewa, e oppose auch dootrines as inlmical 1o the welfare of Jews in Falsstins,
in Amerios, or wherever Jows may dwell. "o believe the lmtrusion of Jewlah
milonal statehood has Leen s deterrent in Palestine's ability to play mn even
greater role in offering & haven for the oppressed, amd that without the
insistonce upon such stetehood, Falestine would today be harboring nore
refuress from the terror that rules Zurope.

lie rejeet the phllosophy as woell ne the effort being uade to oreate a
Jewis:: Army as & corellary to a fntional Jewish State. The very insistenoce
upon guch & Jewlsh Army has led teo the ralsing of bterriers agalnst our
unfortunate btrothren, There is no need for it, there being mmple epportunity
for Jews to fight side by side with those of other faiths in the armies of the
United latlons.

Fanlestine is a part of Isrmel's religious heritage, as it is a part of
the heritage of Ywo other grest religlons of the world. In ifalestine we look
forward to the ultimate ostablishment of a demeeratie, mutonemous sovernment
wherein Jows, iloslens and Christians shall be justly represeunted; every ran
enjoying equal riphte and sharing equal responsibilities; a democerstie
govermment in which owr fellow Jews shall be free Falestiniens whose religlon
is Judaiza, oven as wo are Anericans whose religion is Judaism,

We invite all Jews to support our interpretation of Jewish 1ife and
destiny in keeping with the uighest traditions of our faith, ie belleve these
truths provide the basis and sanction for swery prograc of a zore hopeful future
ut forth by free men. To proclaim those views at this tlse, we believe, iz to
oxprese the ablding falth, shared by m great number of cur fellew Jews, thet in
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the frults of vietory of the United latioms all, regardless of faith, will
share alike., It !s also, we believe, to render & service to the tesk of
slarifying the hopes snd the purposes for whieh this war is being fought by free

mer everywhere.

&/o/as
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Morris S. Lazaron

1914 Madison Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland
RETARY of
W 5E o7,
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MAY 191943
MR, weLLES
May 18, 1943

Deer lMiss Clerkson:

Mey I bother you to show Mr. Welles the
enclosed copy of my letter to Miss
Malvinae Thompson?

Cordielly yours,

fhr, Sl

Morris S. La

Miee Joseghine Clarkson
Secretary to Mr. Sumner Welles
The State Department
Weshington, D. C.
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May 18, 1945

Dear Miss Thompsoni

I noticed an sccount of the address given cay before yester-
day by Representative Klein, urging that the President and
Ur, Churchill issue a joint statement. BSome time ago I
prepared the enclosed suggestion for & joint statement by
our State Department and the Foreign Office, with the idea
that some such declaration might relieve the embarrassment
ceused by persistent Zionist agitation and slso stremgthen
the hands of the moderates among Jews., Mr, Welles saw
the statement and Lord Halifax saw it also. The latter was
moved by it and took it up with the Forelgn Office, which
did not deem it advisable at that time - some months ago.

Perhaps with modification to fit the present situation, the
time is now ripe for some such announcement. Could I bother
you to take it up with Mrs. Roosevelt and if, in her judgment,
it has worth she may wish to submit it to the President and
the Prime Minister. While opposition, pernaps violent, is

to be expected [rom some qua.ters, I believe the net ellect
would be all to the good.

With kind greetings,

Cordially yours,

Morrie S. Lagaron

Mise Malvina Thompson

Secretary to Mre. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House

Weghington, D. O,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE \

THE UNDER SECRETARY

March 30, 1943
4 :0G Pelie

Mr. Welles:

Dr. Lazaron telephoned and referred to his recent
letter to you. He wants you to know that he la very
disturbed by the series of mass meetings which 1s belng
held. He would like to know whether Mr. Myron Taylor
has been working with theEmergency Committee for Jewlsh
Ruropean affairs which has endorsed the project of agl-
tat ing through these mass meetings to bring pressure upon
the 5tate Lepartment to do something in the matter. Hls
understanding is that there was a public statement that
the Brltish Foreign Office and the State Department had
agreed to do something about getting as many refugeas out
as possible and as qulckly as possible. He questions the
wlisdom of these mass mestings. Hls own position is diffl-
cult., He is under fire from the Zlonlst crowd and they
are making an appeal on the basls of saving the lives of
these unfortunate people. Hls general position 1s that
he does not feel that anything should be done that would
run counter to the polley of the Government.

Dick Cleveland in Baltimore called to say that some
of the Jewlsh Congress psople had gotten in touch with him
and wanted hls endorsement on the sponsorling commlttes
for & mass meeting to be held in Baltimore. He will be
gulded by Lr. Lazaron's Judgment.

) In the letter that Dr. Lazaron received from Judge
fppskauer in response to one that he had written the Judge,
Judge Proskauer said that the Pederal Councll of Churches
had sponsored the meeting in New York. Judge Proskauer
was not sure about that but gave it &s his fealing. He
was not positive. He sald he thought that the Federal
Council had sponsored it. Dr. Lazaron wanted to be sure
about 1t and telephoned Cabot to ask whether the Council
nad offlcilally sponsored these maas meetings. Dr. Cabot
sald there had been no officlal apnnaoring of 1t, that
Blshop Tucker had been approached in New York and that he
had appeared at the mass mesting in New York and sald
that the Federal Council would cooperate to the extent
of suggesting names of people who might be invited in the
various citles but there was no official sponsoring.
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Dr. Lezaron 1s anxious to speak to you on the
telephone about this this evening. The reason for the
urgency 1s that he 1s having dinner this evening with
some of the outstanding Jewlsh leaders in the community
who are non-Zionists or anti-Zlonlsts and they are golng
to ask him the question and ie wants to be sure of the
facts, that is, does Mr. Myron Taylor sponsor these
series of mass meetings that are being held throughout
the country? Do you feel that the Government needs the
pressure of these mass meetings? Do you feel 1t 1a wise?

Dr. Lazaron's own feeling is that they are just one
item in & well designed propagenda program which will
later after the excitement has been stimulated ask for
full immigration into Palestine. These meatings are
designed as a part of a whole program which has for lts
goal the all out demands of the Zionlst organization.

or. Lazaron will be at Madison 6474 untll late this
evening.

IJ
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Morris S. Lazaron
1914 Madison Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland

Dear Sumners:

fou may be interested in the enclosed,
which I mailed yesterday to Judge Proskauer.

A=

s alwa, 8,

Fajithfully,

{lpn

The Honorable Sumner Welles
Under Secretary of Soate
Department of State
Wazhington, D. C,

uoJdezel *S STIJION



March 24, 1945

Judge Joseph M. Proskauer
11 broadway
New lork City

Dear Joei

This morning I heerd whet must be some mistake - namely, that the American
Jewish Committee is permitting the use of its name in jointly sponmsoring
with the American Jewish Congress & series of rirty messmeetings throughout
the countyy to bring pressure on the State Bepartment for concrete action

to help our brethren; furtnermore, that the Americsan dewigh Congress is now
in Washington using the pame of the Committee, with the intention of putiing
on & demonstration in the netional eapital.

I say I can herdly eredit wnis information. . eannot see whot good uniting
with the Congress in these massmeetings will accomplish. It will not
strengthen vhe position of the Committee among the Jewlsh masses, for the
Committee will merely be Lhe Lail to the Congress site. These demonstrations
are invariably either Zionist demonsurations or interpreted as sugh., Nor can
1 see how it will help our brother Jews. Evidence hac already been given

of the desire on the part of the State Deparlment and our authoritles to

do what can be done. GSuch demonstrations will not strengihen their determin-
ation to do more; rather they will serve to irritate those who are our friends.

Baturaily, ibe Commlittes 1s qeeply concernec Lhet something be done of a
concrete nature to save our brethren sbroed, It hag gone on record to this
effect in its public statement. And it snould keep lts position belore the
publie.

Finally, to join with the Congress may elisnate zany lojyal members of the
Commitltee in wonose judgment thie type of procedure represents a distirct
departure for the Committee.

If you have mny ideas at all slong thesc lines, may I beg you a2z your friend
to hew to the line of your own convictions., I know what you belleve and what
you gtand for. You have the opportumity, with your extraordinaiy gifts, to
lend American lsrael out of the present moress and breek the stremgth of the
Zionist eabal who exploit the tragedy of Jews for their own personal ends.
Under jour leadershlp the American Jewish Committee can bring help and nealing
through statesmanlike procedure to our brethren in Europe, in Falsstire and
throughout the world, It cen do that in its own way, snd more effectively.
It will be lost if it links itself with the Congress.

Keenly awaiting {urther word, as always,
Feithfully yours,

MOrs1S 5. LAZAAON
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March 16, 1943

Dear Morrlis:

Many thanks to you for sending me wlth jyour letter
of March 15 Lord Halifax's letter and a copy of your
reply to him. 1 am returning these papers to you,
together with the folder on "peeding Lurope's Children"
which through inadvertence was not returned to you
with my laat letter.

Belleve me as alway3

Yours most slncerely,

Enclosure

Rabbi Morris 8. Lazaron,
1914 Nadlson Avenue,

Baltimore, Maryland.

7: SW: PRH
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Morris S. Lazaron
1914 Madison Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland

Merch 15, 1943

Dear Sumner:

I am enclosing note just received from
Lord Halifax, as well as my reply.

folder on Feeding Europe's Children | ! !% !
which I enclosed with my last letter,

Ctﬁay I bother jyou to retuwrn the little
if it has not been misplaced?

b
2\
LA
5T As alweys,
Feithfully,
{
J
f

Trn

The Honorable Sumner Welles
Under Seerstary of State
Department of State
Weshington, D. C,
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

March 13, 1943.

Dear Habbl Lazaron,

I have now received from the Forelgn Yffice thelir
comments on the suggestion which you made to me at our
meeting for a possible declaration by the Eritish and
American Goverrments on the subject of Palestine.

The British Govermment much appreclate the thought
and interest you have given to this matter and the motlives
which prompted you to approach them. But thelr feeling
i1s that a declaration on the lines of your draft must
inevitably create difficulties. They feel that it
would not satlisfy elther the Jews or the Arabs, and
would pcertainly provoke controversy in the Middle East
and elsewhere. In the circumstences they do not feel
able to follow out the suggestion which you put forward.

I fear this declsion wlll be a disappointment to
you, and I can assure you it has only been taken after
the most careful consideration by all Government Depart-
ments concerned in London. I Intend to take a early
opportuni ty of making Mr. Welles acquainted with His
Majesty's Government's decision.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

HALIFAX

Rabbi Morris S. Lazaron,

1914 Madison Avyenue,
Baltimore

Harjinnd.
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Dear Lord Halifax:

I appreciate your letter. I need hardly assure you
that my only motive in making the suggestion was to be
helpful. If such a declaration would, in the judgment
of authorities better able to appralse the situation
then I, do more harm than good, then I assure you my
only disappointment is that I was not able to have
been of any help.

Perhaps a formal declaration would be too strong.
Maybe the same idea could be gotten across in an add-
ress by eomeone whose word would carry weight.

Please greet me warmly to Mr. Eden.

Cordielly yours,

MORRIS S. LAZARON

His Excellency, Lord Halifax
British Ambassador

The British Embassy
Washington, D. C.
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Morris 5. Lazaron
1914 Madison Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland

March 4, 1943

Dear Sumnsrt

You may be interested in the enclosed draft of a
statement which I submitted et sn sll du, neeting
>f our group gesterday in New York. There mey be
& number of changes when it fineliy emerges. Jur
glan, however, is Lo ecirculate this widely among
sur liberal Jewish laymen, secure substantial

end influential becking, srd present thls stalement
t> the Jewish Leogle of the country as am offzet
to the more extreme demsnds of Ziosnist rougs.

Have ,ou any suggestiona?

1 leavs tonight agein for New York but 1 shall be
back Ssturdsy evening mnd my schedule from now on,
Cartunately, 1: not nexrl, s3 demsudingj =9 chat
I enn come to Washington for & talk wnenever ,ou
wigh.

Feithfully,

(gets

P.S. Weedlesz by ssy, this must be extremely
canfidential =z the metter 1s sLIll ending.

The Honorable Sumner Welles
Under Secretery of Ctale
Weshington, D. C.

(L. "W T Y
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Tie Americen Coumcil lor Juselsam was srganized to sdvance the conviction toat
the Jews ere & religious comunity. There are Juws who emphasize t.l.'.ul pational and
racial elemerts in Jewish life, aho present their ,oint af view und propagenaize for
it, We belleve tiamt such & ;olnt of view breeds danger for Jews in Palestine and
througnout the world. It theieiore becomes our duty to make our position clear,

The recisl and ratisuel emghmsis in Jewlich 1ife is most mcuively expressed by
exponents of politicel Ziosnlsm. They claim to be the group aost concerned with the
weliare of Jews taroughout the world and yepresent themsslves ao toe gpokesmen lor nlil
Jewe .

The Zioniste have no monopoly of concerm for our co-religionists &nd we deny
their right to speak Jor ull Jews. We sense toe feilowship of Israel end ghare the
sorrow of our common tragedy, but we are convinced that tie political pressures of
oflfiecial Zian.'l..:.t bodiss, reprecentation of the Jew beilose nle Jellow citlzens s &
nomeless, una:iisilable alien, onc Lhelr constant repetition Lhab the Jew can be iiee
only in & Jewlskh ctate in Pslestlue sre resding the mcsensls of enti-Femitlsm, mislesd-
ing friends who are preyared Lo do sll tney can o hely stricken Jews, and bringing
confusion into the Lousehold of Is:ael. The af ficinl dewapds of the Zlonlste are
volced in the resolutions passed &t the last Zionist convention. They demand & Juwish
army, unrestricted ilmai,:etilon into Falestine under Jewish control, and & Jeawien stote,
These demends are made, uniortunatel;, at a time when tue miiitary und political situas-
tisn in North Afriec and the lear Enst is dellcale anc unicertain, They complicate and
asie much more difficult the task of sur militery and goliticsl lendeic.

These demands vidlate the terms of the Atlantic Charter in that toey ceny to tne
exlsting populsbion in Palecilne o rolce in the cetermination of immigratisn ollcy ood
the goliticel future of the couniry, basic metiers in which =1l tue eople of Pulestine
of every cresd have interegt and right. IL L& conirary Lo the democratlc spirit to
vest exclusive ard absolute control of immigration in a Jewish agency or in ep frab

agency or in eny orgeni:ation that represents only one grovp. Even in &n nour af criasis
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we cannot reject the ethlcal lmperatives which enjoln upon ust res.ect for the rightes
of all men.

Verbal statements of the desire to win the cooperation of the Arabs ln Palestine
are meaningless without a definite erfort to win this cooperation. Withoul the good
will of the Arabs, nothing of yermenent wvalue can be accomplished theve.

The fect is the movement to rebuild Pelestine has fallen into the hands of
extremists. Agitation for a Jewiph state is detrimental both to the Jewish comaunity
there nnd to Jewish communities everjwhere. We do not believe that the Jews of America,
when they understand the implication of the Zionist demends, wlll support them.

In plece of the demands of the political Zioniets, we offer the following
programi

1, W%e urge that the United Nations open their doors to the refugees.

2. We urge and believe that the United Natloms should use every mesns et thelr
dispoeal to bring as meny Jews of Furope &8 ;ossible to ralestine,

%, We believe it is the duty of the American Jewish community %o nid this
migration Lo the greatest possible extent and Lo pzomote and sugport Lhe ppiritual,
economic end eultursl 1ife o7 the Jews of Prlestine.

4. We look forward Lo the establishment of & demoviatic government ln Palestine
wherein Jews, Moslems and Christiane shall be justly represented; every man enjoying
equel rights and sharing equal responisibilities; a democretic govermment In which our
brethren shell be free Pelestinisns whose religion is Judeism, even a:c we here in
Americe are Americans whose religlon is Judaism.

We invite our ro-religionists to the sujport of our interpretation of Jewish
1ife and destiny in keeping with the highest traditions of our faith which emphasize
not the racial and nationalistic but the universal, ethical and spiritual imperatives

which are our gifts to the world.
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