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MAYFLOWER HOTEL (WASHINGTON LC)

WE HAVE JUST WECEIVED FROM RESPONSIBLL GHOUP IN ENGLAND THE
FOLLOWING CABLL. CUOTE GRAVEST POSSIBLE NEWS REACHING LONDOK
PAST WEEK SHUWS LASSACHES KOW KEACHING CATASTHOPHIC JLIN:A
PALTICULAKLY POLAND AL5S0 DEPORDALIONS EULGARIAN WUMANIAN JEdS
ALKTADY B®GUN. EURUFBAN JSWRY LISAFFEARING VEILE NO SINGLE
ORGANIZED RESCUZ MBASUKE YBT [AKEN. URGL YOU LNERGDIICALLY TAKL
ADVANTAGT PHESIENCE OUn VISITOR SOLELINLY IMIKESS BHRITISH
AAERICAN AUTHOLITIZES DUTY RESPUNSIBILITY JONVOKE IMMEDIATELY
OTTAWA CONFERENCE FOR ACTION WOT ZAPLORATION OTHERWISE 100 LATE
RESCUE SINGLE JEW. WE DOING ALL ICOCIBLE BUT LFFECTIVE ACTION
NOW WESTS AMEaIchA. WE WECEIVED TODAY RIEGWERS FOLLOWING LATEST
4EPORT FROM 26TH FEBRUAKY TO SECOND itach FIFTEEN THOUSAKD JEWS
BEKLIN DEFORTED IN CARS TO CALPS AS OFFICERS DECIDED WAKE BERLIN
FHEE TEYS BY FIFTEENTH MAGCE. RABBI BACH FUESIDENT STATE
ASSOCIATION GERBAN JEWS DEPORTEZD TEREZIN, DUTCH DEPORTATIONS
TANUAKY SEVENTETN THOUSAND, LATZalelNATIONS WEACHING FEAK. URGE
ALLTED KELILF ACTION, AMERICAN BRITAIN SHOULD SUBMIT JONCKETL
PHOPOSALS THWOUGH PROTECTING FOWERS GUARANTEE NEUTRALS SHOULD BE
GIVEN TMMEDIATELY COVERING HEPATRIALION MAINILNANCE REFUGEES UNJUUTE.
WE EARNESTLY URGE THAT STATE DEPARTMENT WITH THE HELF OF LORD
HALIFAX MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR US TO PaZSENT TO SECRETAKY EDEN AN
EARNLST PERSONAL APPEAL 10 FURTHER THE ATTAINMENT OF TiE OBJECTIVES
SET FORTH IN [HE SEVLKAL MEMOKANDA WHICH WE HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF
PRESENTING TO YOU, WE WOULD BE ADDITIONALLY GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD
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HAVE THE KINDNFESS TO CALL THIS 10 THE ATTENTIOK OF
SECHETARY WELLES.
JOSEFH M FrROSKAUER STZPHEN 3 WISE.



e
NEPRCOUCED TG WOLDMGS AT THE TRANRGS B RCOSEVELT LIBAANY

THE FOLLOWING I8 A STATEMENT OF VISWS WITH
KESPECT T0 THE PHRESENT SITUATION IN JEWISi
LIFE AUOPTED BY THE EXBCUTIVE COMMITI:E,
DECEMBER 613, 1542

At this time when our country is sngaged in an epoch=
moking war, we, who are united with our brethran al‘:ﬁ faiths
in the common bond of imerican cltizenship, pledge overy offort
and every saerifice to the winning of the war, the achievement
for the whole world of the Four Freedoms and the blessings of
the Atlantie Charter and the establishment of a just und enduring

o e,

%e roaffirm our devotion to our relipion and nledge
ourselves to maintain and perpetunte the vitality of the Jewish
religious community, confident that its teachings have sonstituted
and will continue to constitute a basic contribution to the develop-

mant of civilization and of democracy.

Ve join with our brethren of all creeds in the eontinued
fight against those who through bigotry und prejudice endeavor in
any way to imperil the rights of any group of American citizons
and thus to divide our country and undemine the foundations of

American liberty.

fie urge upon the United Kations and upon wiwso who shall

frame the terms of peace the relief from the havoe and muin inflicted

=1=
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by shewi bLarburiem on millions of unoffending human baings, especially
Jows, their repatriation, rehabilitation and tnas complete restoration

and safeguarding of their equal oivil and relipious rights.

To the extent that ecomomic conditiona in the war torn
lands shall make emigration therafrom of their nationals necessary,
we ask the implementatlon by those who shall frame the terms of peace
of a propgram which shall under international supervision facilitate

voluntary settlement elsewhere under the most faworable comditlions.

We ask of the United Nations and those who shall freme
the terms of poace, reaffirmation of the funderental prinelple that
Jewish citizens of every land, fulfilling their oblipation of complete
loyalty to their respective countries, sherll Ye pusranteed the
correlative right of complete oguality. e applaud the recent state-
mant of the Secretary of State, that we must have a world in which

Jews like all others "are free to abide in pemcs and in honor."

Thus, while ll.uunniltlng ourselves fully with all the
purposes of human freedom and bstterment proclaimed by the President
of the lnited 3tates, we hn;u*o special concern with the two objectives,
salvation of these suffering people and the pressrvation of the Jewish

community s a spiritual force.
We recognize that there are now more than half a million
Jews in Palestine who have built up a sound and flourishing sconmomie

life and a satisfyinpg spiritual and cultural lifs, and who now constitute

=2=
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substuntially one=third of the populstion, sn? that while thie
Palestiniun immipration has been a Llessed am=lisration of the
condition »f this large number of Jews, end nes helped to bring
about a preat development of the country i1tsell,:sottlement in
Polestine although an important factor, camnot alone furnish and
should not be expected to furmish the salution af the problem

of poste=war Jewish rehabilitation.

Tie affirm our deep symputhy with an:d our desire to

cooparate with those Jews who wish to szeftile in Palestins.

With respect t» the poverament of Palestine, we
recopnize wide divergence af opinion snd that under exlisting
conditions there should be no preconceived fomula at this time
as to the permanent pollitical structure which shall obtain there.
Sinee we hold that in the United S5zates as in sll other countries
Jews, like all others of their citizens sre nationals of those
nations and of no other, thers can be no political identification
of Jewes outside of Palestine with whatever povernment muy there be

instituted.

e endorse the polisy of {riendship and cooperation
betwean Jews and Arabs in Palestine and urpe that every possible
avenues be followed to establish pood will and sctive collabora=

tion betwesn them.

We approve for Prnlestine an international trustee-
ship responsible to the United Nations for the following purposes:

==
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(a) To safeguard the Jewish ssittlement in and Jewish
immigration into Palestine and tu pusrantes nlequate ascope for
future growth und development to the full extent of the economic
absorptive capacity of the country.

(b) To safeguard and protect the fundamental rights
of all inhabitants.

(¢) To safeguard and protect the holy places of all
faiths.

(d) To prepare the country to become, within a
reasonable period of years, a self-governing Commonwealth under
a Constitution and a bill of rights that will ssf'efuard and protect

these purposes and basic rights for all.
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April 6, 1943

My dear Judge Prosksueri

Thank you for your kindness in
sending me with your letter of April b
& copy of the letter which Lord Hsllfax
wrote to you under date of April 1.

!Ath my kindest regards, belleve me

Yours very sincerely,

The Honorable
Joseph M. Proskauer,
11 Broadway,
Hew York, New York.

U:SWiGE3S

i ydasof ‘JeNFHE0dd
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I BROADWAYT

Hew York City

April 5, 1943.

Hon. Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D.C.

Lear Ur. Becretary:

To complete your file I am
enclosing herewith copy of a letter of
April 1st from Lord Halifax to me, being
the answer to my letter of March 29th to
bir. Eden, of which I have already sent
you a copy.

Yours faithfully,

seph K. Proskauer

(Enc.)
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Ref: 1403/9/43 BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Dear Judge Proskauer,

Mr. Eden saw your letter of
March 29th just before his departure
for Qttawa on Marck 30th, but had no
time to answer it. He asked me to let
you know that you can be assured tha
any practicable proposal for allevia
the dreadful situation of the Jewpg—s

the British authorities, and
likely to have any chance of/3
will be at once put into ef

Judg oseph M. Pr
11\ Rroadway,

Kauer,



FEFROCUCTD FROM HOLDSH0S AT THE FRUAMSLE 0 AOOTEVELT LIBRARYT

Il BROADWAY

New York
Apr: GG nﬂ?ﬁ%: _
.-"""Qﬁ"lI il 208
/3 £\
Hon. SBumner Welles, | { j4a .
Under Secretary of State, /
Washington, D.C. i

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As you know, I am deeply interested in the
coming Bermuda Conference and it occurs to me that its
suceess will turn in substantial part on the persomnnel
of the expert secretariat that will accompany the
American Commissioners. I hope it is not out of
order therefore for me to make the following sugges-
tions to you of the names of three men I think will
be most useful to the American Commission.

First, I would assume that, without any
suggestion from anyone, it would occur to the
Department to name someone in close contact with
the President's Committee on Refugees, and Mr.
George Warren associated with that body occurred
to me as an ldeal man by reason of his character
and ability and his great familiarity with the
background of the problem.

Second, I would like to suggest to you the
name of Dr. Joseph Schwartz, at this time Chairman of
the European Council of the American Jewish Joint
Distribdition Committee, which means that he 1is their
General Director for European Affairs. He has just
returned to this country after spending nineteen months
continuously in the relief work of the Joint Distribu-
tion Committee abroad. He has the latest information
on the European picture from personal observation and
could undoubtedly give important factual information.
He has a long and distinguished record in philan-
thropic work, having been formerly a director of
the Brooklyn Federation of Jewish Charities, Secretary
of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee,
and at one time was President of the National Confer-
ence of Jewilsh Social Workers. I have learned that



REPROCUCED FROM HOLDINGS AT THE FRANGI O AOOSEVELY LIBR)

Hon. Sumner Welles -2= 4/12/143.

Il BROADWAY

he has reservations for Lisbon on a steamer due to
leave in about a week or ten days and has his passport
and visas and everything ready to go to North Africa.
I am sure however that if he were, with reasonable
promptness, asked to take thisimportant assignment,
that he could be had for it.

The third suggestion I have to make 1s
that of Mr. Herman Shulman, a lawyer in this city.
He 1s a man in early middle age, of very great
ability, and of high standing at the Bar. He has
an important position in the Zionist Organization;
he is a man of great poise and good judgment. My
reason for suggesting him is the following: I think
it would give great satisfaction to his Eroup to feel
that he was present, and he has such remarkable ability
in collating facts and suggesting practical conduct,
that I am sure he would be most useful.

I venture to suggest in conclusion that
following these suggestions would in my judgment add
materially to the efficiency of the Commission and
make the task of the Commissioners lighter and more
useful.

With kindest personal regards, I am,

Yours faithfully, p 4

- i
] #

(/w/;ﬂ (es H”"“’“‘“g
&//f Joseph M. Proskauer -
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April 13, 1843

My dear Judge Froskauer:

I greatly appreclate your letter of iApril 12 and
the very helpful sugpestlons contalned in 1t.

In accordance with one of your suggestloans, the
Preslacnt has been glad to suthorlze the deslgnation
of Mr. Cecrie Aarren as one of the advisers to the
United stamtes delegatlon Lo the conlerence. The
1imitations upon the size of the delegatlon sre such,
however, as to make it lwpossible to desiygnate the
other two pentlemen mentloned in your letter. Fer-
sonally, I auw sorry lor thls becauss I l'eel that
thelr quallficatlons wculd have made them moat holp-
ful acvisers, although, perhiaps in part at least,
the unusual knowledge and experlence ol Mr, Varren
will make up for this.

¥r. Leorge Dacker nad, Lowever, been deaignated
an scviser to the delegetlon Leifore 1 recelved your
letter now under acknowledgment, and you may leel that
his appolntment likewlse wlll be ol service in taklng
care of some 0i the requlrcaents of which you spcke
to me when I last had the pleasure ol seelng you.

¥1th my kindest personal regards and with my
renewed thanks Jor your unfalling agsaslstunce and
cooperation, btelleve me

Yours very slncerely,

The Honorable
Jogeph M. Proakauer,
11 Broadway,
New York, New York.

*W udesor ‘Jeneis0dd
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STATEMENT REGARDING THE ABRCGATION OF THE CREMIEUX DECREE




MEFRCOUCED FROH HOLDSNGS AT THE FRANGL( B ACOSEVELT LIBRARY
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STATEMENT HEGARDING THE ABROGATION OF THE CHEMIEUL DECHEE

The Substance and LuEnlitg af Giraud's Action

on March 14, General Giraud in an address to the Alsace Lorraine

Society declared: "With the sane desire to eliminate all racial discrimina=

tion, the Cramieux decree, which established in 1870 the different status

between mative

lioslems and native Jews, is abrogated.™ On Larch 14, he

published an ordinsnce, as follows:

Ordinance of ¥arch 14, 1943, abrogating the decree of
October 24, 1870 concerning the status of the native
Israslites of Algeria.

The General, Civil and Lilitary Commande r-in-Chief,
Orders:

Article 1. The decree of October 24, 1870, concerning
Tho status of the native Israslites of Algeria is
abrogated.

Articla 2. Hegpulatory decisions will determine, within

a pqu;E of three months, the conditions of applieation
of the present ordinanca.

The decrss of Ocktober 24, 1870, to which this ardinance refers, is

the so-called Cremieux decree, as follows:

Hative Israslites of the departments of Algeria are do-
alared French citirens. OConsequently, their real and
personal status will, from the promulgation of the
pressnt decree, be govemed by French law. All riphts
aoquirad to this day remain immune. All legal disposi-
tions, decrees, and regpulations to the contrary are
sbolished.

General Giraud usurped the right to change the law of France. The

logical meaning of Article 1 of the Giraud srdinance is that those Jews who

wera themselves nffected by the Cremisux decrse, recelving their citizenshlp

by virtue of it, are now deprived of their eitizenship with the abrogatiocn

of that decreae.

Alrerian-born descendants of Jews made cltizens by the



Creazioux decrse are cltizens pat by virtue of the decreo but by virtue of
the Frouch Law of liatlonallily. Such a law has always beea in existence;
the last version coucernad with determining citizenship by birth on French
goil or of Freuch citizens dates from August 10, 1527. It provides that
all children boru on Frensch soil = and Mpgeria is French soil, leagally a
part of Frunce = of Frensh parents are Freanch; as are echildren bora on
French soil of foreigners, but who do not opt at their majority for other
citigenship. (Part of Article 15 of that lew roads as followss)

(The pressat law is applicable to algeris, as well us
$, the solonlies of Guadeloupe, Martinique and Reunlon.)

Even Lf thera were legal validity %o the abrogation of the
Cremieux docree, this abrogation can legally affect only those who then=
solves became citizens by virtue of it, and who, having besn born in or
telsro 1370, must today be more than 72 years old. Glrsud has not indicated
in any of his ordinances that he intends to deprive of their eitlreenship
Jews who are citizens by virtue of the 1327 law.

Actuaries -ave estimated that roughly 7L of the population of
the United States im 1870 would still be living today. The percentage
would probably not vary widely for Algeria. The Jewlsh population of
Algeria in 1370 was spproximately %9,000; 7% of 38,000 is 2,860, which
would be the approximate number of Jews made Freuch citigens by the Cremieux
lpgeree gtill llving.

Al though, as we have sald, Ciraud himself has given no explicit
indieation that his abrogation of the Cremieux decree will be applied to
othere than theas 2,850, we may assume that he has all the Jews of Algeria
in mind. Ve shall know definitely when the regulatory decisions man tioned
in Article 2 of the Ordinance of Merch 14, 1943, quoted above, are published.

Until that time we may be guided by seveml considerations. Various

Algerian commentators have exprossed their opinlon, which has not been
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shallenged, that the Giraud measures will affect about 100,000 Algerlan
Jows; this is tho common estimate »f the total Algerian Jewish population.
It is not likely that Giraud would have taken such pains for the dis-
franchisement of a comparative handful of septusgenarians and octogenar=
jans. If he was thiakiag only about that group he would probably have
issued a statement to that sffect to correct a widespread coutrary impres=
sion in the United States and Great Britain, and to reassure an aroused
public opinion in those countries. Further, Giraud says, ag& we shall see
below, that Jewish cibl genship arouses antagonlsm and resontment among the
Moslems; to allay this alleged resentment it would not be enoupgh for him

+5 disfrauchise less than 3% of the Jewish population.

Maturalization

if, however, as Secms likely, in actual fact the Jews are put in
the same category with the featives,” they may thaoretically avail themsslves
of tha Law of 1819 and apply for naturalization. In this sopnecktion, it
must be borne in mind that in practice neturalization is likely to be mads
4ifficult, tedious and long=drawn=-out by the officials who in reality
santrol the oaturalization process. These officiels in general belong to
+he reactionary segment of Algerisn French society and will be reluctant
ts allow the Jews to be naturslized in sufficiently lerge numbers or in
sufficient time to exercise any rights in the fortheoming elactions. The

question of Jewlsh participation in elections is discussed further below.

{onsequences af the Giromud Actlion

The affects of the Giraud ordluance will asctually be learned only
aftor the puhlication of the regulatory decislons mentioned in Article 2.

Until that time we can only suppose that its effects will be to make the

status of the Jews similer to that of the natives, since it is Giraud's
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apparent intention to return the Jews 1o their native status of the days
pefore Cremieux, For the Jews, & native status will involve several im-
portant and practical differences from their status as citizeus.

Algeria is divided into three departments, +h ich constitute three
of the B9 departments of the French Republio. The populetlon of Alpgerie,
as of the 1= st census, is 7,234,084; of these 6,246,852 ares netive Moslems,
and 937,252 are Buroperns. Of this lstter figure, in turn, 853,209 are
¥rench oitizens, insluding an estim-ted 100,000 Jews. (Precise statistics
on religious affilistions of citl:ens heve not baen available since the
Frenoh sepsrzti on of Church and State.)

Only citizens may vote for deputies to the French Perllisment;
netives may not. If eitizenship is withdrawm from the Jews the number
olipible to vote will be reduced by gleven or twelwe per cent. In the
past, the republican and anti-republican elements have been fairly avenly
balenced in Algeria., The Jews were republican en bloe, if only because
reaction meant anti-Semitism. The re ublican forces, when they did
prevail at electicns, could never heve done so without the solid Jewish
republican vote, ith the Jews elimin ted from the politlieal scene, the
anti-republican forces should have no difficulty in meintaining a permanent
upper=hend, It would, indeed, not be a baseless supposition that this com-
siderstion pleyed a large pert in motiveting some of Giraud's advisors to
rocommend this stap.

Eech of the Alperisn departments, like the other French depart-
ments, hes a Council Gemeral, denlinr # th local matters, snd composed of
24 members. Of these, 18 ars elected by citizens md six by netives. The
native population, more than seven times as lgrge as the number of citizenms,
alacts one=third as meny representatives,

Judgetary and local tex gquestions are decided by the vote of the
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Algerian Finencial Delegation (Delegation Financiere). Its activities have
an obvious influence in the economic life of the country and the Jews have
a very leglitimate interest in that economic life. Its membership ls 689,
24 of whom are elected by French owners of large holdings, 24 others by the
general body of eitizens, and 2] are chosen by the Covernor General from
among the natives. 1In the past, these 21 representatives have usually been
sel ected among the native aristoeracy. There have always been Jews among
the 24 representatives elected by the general body of French citizems. Their
new status would deprive them of this representation.

Besides the loss of their political rights and their influence
in fiscal affairs, the Jews will be directly affected in their occcupations,
if they are put in the same category ms the natives. " liatives are not allowed
to ocoupy povernmental "functions of authority," which means that the higher
posts in povernment service are barred to them. Further, in the lower ranks,
which they may occupy, they receive a lower pay scale than "Europeans.” It
should be noted that a proportionately large section of the Algerian popula=
tion depends on government service for a livelihood, and conseguently this
gquestion is of considerable practical importance.

French Jews wers, of course, admitted into the amy with the same
righte as nll French citlizens. This made it possible for Algerian Jews
to reach the highest ranks. (The commanding penerel of the Constantine
area was a Jew.) lNatives serve in separa%e units and can normally attain
only the rank of ceptain. There is only one case known of a native ocecupy-
Ing a rank as high as major. Lass of oltizenship will therefore drasti-

cally change conditions for Jews in military service.



Giraud's Justification and Its Unacceptability

General Giraud invokes two reasons for his action. One is the
demand of equity, =s expressed in his stated motive for abrogating the
~pamieux desroes "With the seme desire to eliminate all raclel diserimina-
tlonesss™ By his procedure Genersl Giraud estetliches eguality by lowering
the status of the Jews, which is & method without precedent snd which
violates accepted demoeratic principles.

The other reeson is Giraud's desire to eliminate eny cause for
resentment smong the Moslem populaticn, directed against the interests of
France mnd the United liations, and which rould be exploited by the Axis
powers. This is implied when he adds the following sdvice %o Yosloms
irmedictely after he announces the sbrogation of the Cremieux decree;

Mohmamedane shoulé not lend their ears to one-sided
advice lavished upon them by Germsn-itelian propagmnda.
The Germsns, like the Italians, have too fregquently
shown how they treat 'non-Aryans' for one to let oneself
be misled by their talk.

As to the relations between loslems and Jews, they mus®
be those of men destined to complement each other eco-
nomically, the latter working im his shop, the former

in the desert, without either having advantage over the
ather, France assuring both securlty snd tranquillity.

I have lived too long in North Africs not to be convineced
that the thing is possible end even oasy. I trust in the
common zense of all for its reallization.

This is the argument that carries most weight with the democratic
public. The feeling is that if the existence of the Cremieux decres
eaused such bad feolins smong the Moslems thet the Axis powers can exploit
it to the detriment of the United Nations, abolition of that decres was a
necessary war measure. The fact is, however, that there is no indication

thet the lioslems have ever protested against the Cramieux decree.

The loslem nntives have never been given Fremch eltizenship

largely because they have always insisted on the roetention of their own
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"personal status,” which involves certain customs, like polygamy, punishable
by the French penal code in a citizen. The incompatibility of loslem
religious customs with French leaw is the only reason ever expressed by a
French statesman to explein Moslem non-citizenship in Algeria. The statistics
show that in the twenty=year peried following the last World War, an average
of only nbout thirty Moslems a year received citizenship in Algerias, of a
totel Moslem population of some seven millicm.

Moslems who did become French citizens were made to feel the
rosentment of their co-relizionists against what they considered treachery.
There is mn Arabic word for this kind of "turncoat - M'Tourni." Ineidents
were reported of riots egainst attempts to bury religious Lioslem French
eitizens in Moslem cemetories.

A criterion for granting French citizenship hes always been the
willingnese to remounce relipious customs not reconcilable with French law.
The Jews wore willing o mcoert these conditions and progressively and
voluntarily submitted their persomnal status to French law. Thersforse,
Algarien Jews became French citlzens according to French standards.

The Moslems primerily concernmed with French citizemship are those
who have been educated in French schools. This educated element has never
objected to the Cremieux decree, but on the contrary has desired the ex-
tension of its benefits % the Moslem population. Indeed, if' General
Giraud was sincere in the desire to remove any Moslem resentment, he
probably will succeed only in helghtening it smong this group. Depriving
the Jews of French citizemship will not impress them as o great blow for
equality; on the contrary, they will see in it the determination of the
"puropean” ruling class in Alperis to exclude any large native group from
obtaining Fronech clitizenship - and from their rightful share in the gov-

ermment of Algeria. BSome Moslems will see in the abrogation of the Cremieux
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decroe the disappearance of their last hope of equality. Until this time
they have been sustained in their struggle for eitizenship by the hope
that the Cremleux decree would serve as s precedent for conf'erring upon
their people citizenship en bloc. So for from welsoming its abropation,
therelom, they resent it,

The Cremieux decres has the full force of French Law and can be
changed only by the Perlisment of Frenee., In forty years there has not been
cne proposal to change it in Parlisment. Genersl Girsud has stated his in-
tention to respsct the French Kepublican tradition; he cennot reconcile
respeet for the republicen tradition with his mbolition of the decrae,

It 1s a sharp reversal of the process of Emancipation Yegun by
the French Revolution. It is all the more si-nificant in thatr the Vichy
revocution of the deeres in Februsry 1942, could be dismissed as beinp
only & French dispuise for Germsn racism, while Girsud’s motion was taken
by & repime not under the influence of Germany, but, on the contrary, of
the great Western Democcrscies.

The Giraud ordinence is obnoxious bacause it is sharply disorim-
inatory. It does not even apply to chil dren born of forel gners who were
natives of cowntries historieal 1y hostile to France. It favors a German
#ho fourht ageinst France in the last war, but who was naturalized in 1938,
os epad nst en Alperian Jew vhose femily has been Fremeh in spirit for a
aentury end in eltizenship for more than seventy years, It asks that a
man epply for eltizenship who has distinpuished himsels by gsllantry in two
wars and atteined high renk in the amy or navy. As such it is clearly a
racist measure directed specifically sped nst the Jows,

By abrogating two fundamentel French laws, that of prochibiting

retroactivity end the Nationelity Law of Aupust 10th, 1927, (accordin: to



which those born of Frensh parents on Fransh aoil sre citlizens) only as

far as Alperian Jews are concerned, Genersl Girsud introduses racinl

lepislet ion.
Finally, this is the first time that a non=totalitariun regime

hes deprived native-born oltizens of their oltizenship. Not the least im=

portant of the many objections to Genersl Giraud's sction 1s that it is &

vory Canparcus procodents
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APFENDICES
As I3 Qustations from the speech of Gemersl Gireud of March 14, 13943,

"ihether you wers born here or over there, whether you hove lived in
Mnlhouse or im Thionville, in Paris or in Alglers, you ars still Alsa-
tians, you are Lorrainers, and absve all you are Frenchmen,®

"The axpreselsn of the soversignty of the Frenmch peorle har been inter-
rupted by German occupation and it will be re-esteblished only when
France has been liberated, "

T ax the servant of the pespla of France, I om not thelr master.®

PAfter June 22, 1940, the will of the French people censsd to axpress lteelf
freelfs .oee

The free will of the peaple slore forms a basis for law. Without it all
codes of law are mmllified. ...

It 43 in this spirit and in accordance with this principle that we shall
administer the poszessions and the int erestes of Franes with which task

we heve been charged, We shell preserve intact those territories to which
France hee brought civilization, -

"Haverthelegs, 1ife ¢ontinmted after June 22, 1240, There wers temporery

situatione to be regulated and new conditions to be met, ..

We shell begin towrk immediately to re-establish a situation of order.

To accomplish this we shall take progressive messures adapted to the en~
tanglements and complexities that our economic life imposes."

"ind now the measures that have already been taken:

The munieciral assexblies and the Ganersl Comneils will resume their tradi-
tional role, The laws of racial discrimination, imposed on France bty the
¥azie, exist no more, The order has been promulgnted declaring aull and
vold the law of June 2, 1341, and the decrees connected with it,

The abrogation of theee laws and decrees hns restored the Fremch tradition
of human liverty and the return to squality of ell before the law. Without
such equality thers exists no French liberty. This abolition wipes out
that merk of shame that in their work of persecution the Nazls wished to
inflict on Frence by foreibly asssecinting her with thedir own perversion,
Fith the srme desire to eliminate all racial diecriminertion, the Cremisux
decraes, which establiched in 1870 the difference of status hetween native
¥oslems &nd native Jewe, is abrogated,

"Begerding relations tetween Moslems and Jews, they muet be those of men who
are destined to complement ench other in econsmic life: the latter work in
their shops mnd the former on the soil, without one being better than the
other, as France assurss them both security and tranquillity. ...."

Ag I3 ORDONMANCE DU 14 MARS 1943 PORTANT ABROGATION DU DECRET DU 24 OCTOERE 1870
RELATTF AU STATUT IES ISRAELITSS INDIGZWES DE L'ALOERIZ,

Ls General d'armes, commandant en chel francals civil et militaire,
CHDONNE:;

Article ler, - La decret du 24 Octobre 1870 concernant le statut des
isrnellites Indigenes de 1'Algerle est abroge,
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Articls 2, = Des decisisne portant reglament determinersnt, dane le
dela! de trais mols, les conditlons d'aprlleation de 1la
presente ordonndte,

Artisle 3, = La Presente ordonnance 8ers expcutze comme lol,

alger, la 14 mare 1343,

Sizedt Giraud,

asd The Cremleux Decres,
Decret du 24 Getobre 1870.

irticle 1, Le:s Israslltes indigeres des departements da 1'Algeris sont
declarss citgyens frencals; en consejuenecs, leur stotut reel
gt lsur gtatut gerscon-el seroat a compter de la promulgetiosn
du praesent decret, reglss par la 1ot frencaise, tous droits
acouis Jusgu'a ce jour restant {nvyislables,

Apticle 2, Toute dizuopition legialative, tout decret, senntus-consnlte,
reglesent ou ordonnance gcontralres sont abolis,

{Source: Monitesur Officlel, Qetobre 27, 1873}

(Act, 1, The netlve Jews of the departments of Algeria are deciared
French citizens, Therefore, dating from prammlgoatian of the
prasent dacres, thelr real status and parsonal status will De
governed By Fremch law; all riznt mcquired up t: this day ramain
tnyiolable.

art, ©o. All eontrary legizletive acts, decrees, senatus=coneulte rulings
and ordinances are hereby annulled,)

AC, The Law of Mationality of August 13, 1327,
{Journel Cfficilal, august 14, 1227)

"aai sur la oatisnallite,

Le Senat et la Chambre dec desputas ont adopte,
Le President de la Repmblique promulgue la 1ol dont la tancur eult;

Art., lar, = Bont Francalsl

1) Tout enfant legitime ne dtun Fromcanis en France ou a 1'atrenger;
2} Tout enfant leg!tize ne en Irance a'un pers gul y er* lul-zeme ne;
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J Tout enfant legitime ne en Frence d'une mers francaise;

4) Tout enfant npture) dont la filiatisn est etahlis, vendant la
zlnorite, par reconnalgsance ou per Jugement, lorscus cglul des
parents a 1'sgard duguel la prenve a d'abord ete falt est Francals;

§) Tout enfant natu=sl, ne en France, lorsgue celul de ses pero et
mere, dont 11 devreit eunlvre la nationalite ., est lul-meme ne sn
Trongas

-
Toutp individu ne en France, de parents incommus ou dont la nati-nalite
eat Incomnue,

=3 h
L L

Art, Z2,= Somt Fruncals, seuf la faculte de repudier cette gualite dans
L'annee gqui suivra lewr majorite, telle qu'elle est regles par la loi
frencalsey

1) Tont enfent legitine ne en France ¢'une mere etrangere qui y sst elle=
meme naaj

2) Tout enfnnt naturel ne en Frunce de parents etrangere, lorsque celul dont
!1 ne devrait pas egulvre la nationalite, aux termes de l'article ler, ast
Iui=-mgme ne en France.

Fgut etre adals a repudier la gualite de Francals ..esees

art, Z,- Feut, Jusqu's l'age de vingt et un ans acconplis, devenir F.ancais,
tout individu ne en Fronce d'an etranger et dom!cilie en France, gni
declarera reclamer la qualite de Froncails,

"1 est agzes de nlus de saize ans, le declarant doit etro autorise par le
parent ,,. 5'11 est age de moine de selze ans, la declaration peut etre
souscrite en son nom par son representant legal ..

l'enregistrement de 1a declaratisn ,. peut etre rofuse pour couse d'indignite ..
La participatisn volontaire aux opercti-ns du recrutement, dans les con=
ditiong dsterninas par les lols militaires pour lea fils d'etrangers, nes

en France ,. tient lisu de la declaretion vises a 1'aliges ler, ...

Art, 4, = Devient Francais, a 1l'age de vingt et un ans, s'il est domicilie
gn France, tsut indlvidu ne en Fronge &'un etranger, = moins qQue dans
1'annee gul suit sa majorite, 11 n'alt decline la qualite de Fruncais .,
Cette digposlition nlest pas applicables

a, aux enfants nes en France des agents diplomatiques .,

‘hi A L'individu contro lequel a ete pris un arrete d'expulsion dont les

effets n"ont pas ete sushendus,

art, 5, = Toute declaration souscrite, soit em vue d'acquerlr, solt en vue
de repudier la gualite de Francals, est recue par le juge de pailx .,.
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ac,

Art. €, = dcquisrent la qualite de Franca's les etrangers naturslises, La
naturalisation est accordes par decret rendu apres enquete sur 1'stranger,

L'etranger naturalise jouit de tous les drolts civils et ooliligques
attechez a la qualite de cltoyen francailp, Nennmoing, il ne peut etre
investi de fonetione ou mandats electifs qQue dix ans apres le decret de
naturalisation, a moina qu'il n'alt accompli les ohligetions ailitaires
du service mctif dans l"armee francaise ..

Art. 7. = Peuvent obtenir la naturslisatisn sans conditisn de steged
la fezmze majeure ou mineure, marige a un etranger ., et les enfants majeure
de cet stranger,
Deviennent Fruncais les enfants mlneurs lagitims=s ou 1llegitizes non
maries, d'un pere ou d'une mers survivant gul se falt naturaliser Francais
22 qui acquliert la natlonalite francaise par applicatisn des articlss J et 4,
Deviennent Francals leg enfante naturels mineurs ...

Art, B, - La femme strangsre gui epouse un Franeais ,,

La femme francalse gu! apsuse un stranger, comserve la natisnalite
francalse & moins qu'elle ne declare erpressement wiulolr acquerir,

en confaraite des dlspositiosns de la loi nationale du mari, la
natisnalite de co dgranler,

Elle perd la guallite de Franca'se s les expoux fixent leur premler
domicile hors de Frence apres la calebrati-n du mariage, ot sl la famme
acqilart nocescgpirement la nationmalite du mari, en vertu de la lol na=
tisnnle de ce dernler,

at, 5, = Perdent 1la gualite de Francalsi

1) Le Francals noturanlise & 1l'etrnnger on celul gu! acgulert, sur sa demands,
une nationalite etrangere ..

2) Le Frencais qui o repudie la nationalite francaise dams le cas prevu a
L'article 2;

Z) Ls Francais meze minsur qui, possedant par l'sffet de la loi sans mani-
festation de volente de se part, une natlonallte strangere, est autsriss,
sur so defbande, par le Gouvernement francais, a ls comserver;

4) Lo Francals gui, remplissant a 1l'etrenger un emplol dans un service public,
le congerve, nonobetant l'injenctlon de la resigner ..

5) Le Franemis qui, ayent acquls, sur sa demande, ,. la nati-malite Francaise,
est declare dechu de cette nati-nalite prr jugement,

Ar:, 10, - L'actison en decheance doit atre exerces dans un dela! de dix ans
a partir de 1l'acquisition de la qualite d¢ Francals

LER RN

Art. 11, = L'individu qu! a perdu sa gqualite de Francale peut la receuvrer
a tout age par decret ..

.'ll"II"'ii‘l.i.l!ll.'.'l.l.

S
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Art, 15, - La presente lol est appllicable a 1'Algerie, ains! qu'aux calonles
de 1a Guadeloupe, de la ™artinique et de la Reunion. Continusront toutefols,
en c# qui concerng les indigenes algeriens, & recevslr leur apclication,
meze zur le territsire metropslitan, le senatus-consults du 14 Juillet 1365
ot la lol du 4 fevrier 1313, "

Ta Foint 2 of the Statement A

Ady The law of April 7, 1915, (Journal offieiel, April 8, 1915,)
({Lote Anmotess ste. 1315»3

"ap.t, ler. En cas de guerre entre la France et une pulssance a laguells a
ressort! un etranger naturalise, celul-c! pourrs etre dechu de la
naturalisatisn, lorsqu'il aurs conserve la nationelite de son pays d'srigine
ou du pays dans leguel 11 a ate anterieursment naturelise,

2. Szront revisess toutes les nnturalisatisns ageordeess, posterieunrement au
ler jJanvier 1313, a des sujets ou anciwns sujots de pulssances en guerre
avec la France,

EEE R R R R R R EE LR R R

4, Le retreit de la nationalite francaise, prononce en vertu d=s articles
pracedents, est persomnel o l'etrenger qul 1'a encourn, Toutefols,
selon lee gireonatances, il vourra etre etendu n la femme et sux enfante,
g"1]l en eet alngl ordonne, soilt par lea decret concernant le marl ou ls
pers goit par un decrat ulterieur, rendu dans les memee Tarmes, [17)

R R E R R R EE R

"aote 17. 'Le retrnit de 1a nationalite francaise est nerconnel a celul
contre lequal 11 est pronence' ,. Le retrait dont i1 s'agit dans
cette preamisre disposition pourrelt etre appele muszl retrait direct
ou a titrs principal. Il u‘np.liquarn & toute pereonne ayunt bene-
ficle d'une naturalisation proprement dite, non senlement au chef
de famille, mals a la femme ot aux enfonts majeurs ou mineurs
devenus Francais dans les circonstances prevues par llart, 12,
alin, 2 et 3, Code givil, L'exercise du rotrasit a titre principal
suppose toujours que l'interesse se trouve person-ellement dans
un des case prevus par 1'art, ler, Le retrait direct ou a titre
prineioal ne peut, au contraire, etrs anplique a d'autres perssnnes,
par exeaples a la famme ou aux enfrnnts dont le mariage ou la
nalssance sont postarieure o la naturallsation du chef da famille,
Les une et les auntras sont Franceis en vertu de la 1loi, et non
par le seul benefice d'un prolongement de la naturalisatisn.

Asi The Tichy law of February 1342,
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Article 1, Le decret de gouvernement de la defense nationale du 24 octobre
1370 declerant citeyens Francaise les israelites indigenes des
departements de 1'Algerie est abrege.

Les Juifs indizenes d'Algerie restent soumis au senatus—consulte
du 14 juillet 1865; ils ne peuvent se prevalolr des dlspasitiong de
1a loi du 4 fevrler 1513,

Article 2. lomobetant toutes dispositi~ne legislatives ou reglezentaires
contraires, et sous reserve ds l'article 3 cl-acres, les Julfs
indigenes d'Algerie ne peuvent en aucnn cas beneficler des drolts
specialement raserves sux citeyens Francais. Ils sont sounls,
netamment en ce qul concerne l'exercice des fonetisns publicues et
des professions privees, n la loi du 2 juln 1341 - portant statuk
des Juifs.

Article 5, En ca gul concerne las droits civils, le statut reel et le statut
personnel des Juifs indigenes d'Algerie, sont regles par la loi
francaise,

Avticls 4, Len Juife indigenss d'Algeris n'ayant enmcsurn sucune condamnation
£ une peine criminelle ou cogrrectionnelle comserveromt la qualite
da clitoyens Francaise s'ils remplissent ldune des eonditions
suivantel;

a) Etre titulsire de la carte de combattant institutee par
1'article 101 de 1z 1ol du 19 decembre 1326,

) Avolr fait 1l'objet, au cours de l= campagne de 1333=-40,
d'vne citetisn dommant droit au port de la Croix de guerre
instituse par le decret du 28 mars 1541,

c) Eire decore de le Legicn d'Honneur ou madaille militslire
pour faite de guerre.

#) Etre pupille de la Nation ou ascendsnt, veuve ou orphelin de
militaire mort pour le France,

Les Juifs indigenes d'Algerie ayant encouru une condgmnation
eriminelle ou correcticnelle et desireux de conserver leur
gunlite de citoyen devremt faire une demende sur laguelle 1l
sers statute dans les conditions prevues a llarticle 5.

Article 5. Lo gqualite de citoyen pourra etre comservee par arrete pris par
le secreteire d'Etet & L'interieur et par le Oarde des Sceaux,
secretaire a'Etet a lo Justice, aux Julfs indigenes d'Algerie
gu! se seront distingues ou dont las familleg se seront dlistinguees
par des services rendus au pays.

Article 6. Leg Juifs nes en Algerie autree que les Juifs indigenes vises a
1'article ler gu! poscedent la natisnalite a titre originaire par
gulte de leur nnisrence sur le territolrs Algerien ou ont acquis
cette nati-snnlite ,., sont regis par le statut des lnﬁlﬁﬂnﬂﬂ"”
1greelites d'Algerie. Ils peuvent notamment beneficler des.posl-
tisng deg articles 4 et 5 de la presente lol, ..

(Sources Journal Official, Fabrusry 20, 1%42,)
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ALGIERS COUNCIL-GEMERAL EMBARASSED BY GEN. GIRAUD'S ABROGATION OF CREMIEUX DECREE.

WASHINGTON, April 23, (JTA) —-An embarassing situatlon resulting from
Gen. Mraud's abrogation of the Cremisux Decres developed last Monday in the
Couneil-Goneral of Algiers, which was holding its first sesslon sinoe the landing
of the allied troops, it wes reported by the Fighting French delegaticn here today.

When the roll was oalled, cne of the deputies ldentified only as the elected
representative of the Balalchs, arose and declaresd thet he was present only begausa
the Council=Genoral had besn formally eonvoked mnd he was & duly elected member of
the body. "But,™ he added, "I realize that, in view of the abrogation of the
Cremisux Desree, I shall no longer be qualified to ewerolse my functions, because
Iama Jow"



Af: Political institutions in Algeria.

The constitution of the country places the key political positions in the hands of
French citizens and leaves to the native Moslem only & very small basis of self-
administration.

According to the law of 1884 ("Loi sur 1'Organisation Municipale") the native has
the right to vote and to be sleoted to the Municipal Councils of all small or large
communitles, French clitizens may be elected to the Municipal Cowncils as wall as
"a titre indigene," 1.e. to the seats belonging to the natives.

Each of the three Algerian Departments is represented by a "Conseil General"
of whose members only one=fourth are natives, the remainder belng French citizens.
The three "Conseils Generaux" together form a kind of & local Parliement. Thile
the French members are elected by universal wvote, the natives sre elected by the
members of the Municipal Councils.

The third important political body is the so-called "Delegations Financieres,"”
which votes on the budget and taxes. This body is composad of 24 representatives
of the French colonists, mesning the big landowners, 24 representatives of all
other French citizens and 21 natives vho are appointed by the General Governor
and usually selected from the rich Arab landowners of the country.

The members of the "Consells Generaux" and of the "Delegations Financieres"
together with the "Conseil du Gouverneur" (a council appointed by the Governor and
whose members are high Government officials) form the "Conseil Superieur," the
highest advisory body to the General Governor.

In mddition to exercising their local voting rights, French cltizens sand

their representatives to the Chamber and Senate of Metropolitan France.



Ag: The Senatus-Consulte of 1B65.

Senatus-Consulte sur l'eptat des personnes et la naturalisation en Algerie.
"Napoleon par la grace de Dieu et la volente nationale ..

Art.l. L'Indigens musulmane est francais; neanmoins, il continuera d'etre
regl par la loi musulmane. 11 peut stre admis a servir dens les
arme#sde terre et de mer. Il peut etra appele a des fonctions et
emplois eivils en Algerie. Il peut sur sa demande etre admis a
joulr des droits de citoyen francais; dans ce cas 1l est regl par
les lois civiles et politiques de la France.

Art.2., L'Indigene israslite est Francels; neanmoins i1 eontinue a etre
regi par son stetut personnel. Il peut etre admis a servir dans
les armessds terre et de mer. Il peut etre mppele a des fonctlons
at emplols civils en Mgerie. Il peut sur sa demande etre admis a
joulr des droits de witoyen francsis; dans ce ocas il est regl par la
loi francaise.

Art.3. Ltetranger qul justifie de trois annees de resigdence en Alpgerie peut
otre mdmis s joulr de tous les drolts de eitoyen franceis.

Art.4, La gualite de citoyen francais no peut etre obtenue, conformement
aux articles 1,2, et 3 du present senatus-consulte, qu'a 1l'mge de
21 ans sccomplis; elle est conferse par decret imperial remdu en
conseil d'Etat.
Art.5. Un reglement d'administration publique determinera:
1) Les conditions d'admission, de service et d'avancement des indigenss
musulmans et des indigenes israelites dans les mrmees de terre et
de mer;

2) Les fonoctions et emplois eivils suxquels les indigenes israelities
peuvent etre nommes an Algerie;

3) Les formes dans lesquelles seront instruites les demandes prevues
par les articles 1,2 et 3 du present senatus-consulte.

Delibere st vote en seance, au palals du Senat, le 5 Juillet 1865.
Fait au Palais des Tulleries le 14 Juillet 1865.

{8igned) Napoleon"

(Sources Le Moniteur Universel. Le 23 Juillet 1865.)
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Ah, The Law of 1915.
"loi sur l'scocession des indigenes de l'Algerie aux drolts politiques.

Titre ler
De 1'Accession des Indigenes d'Algerie m la qualite de citoyen.

Art. ler. = Les Indigenes d'Algerie pourrent scceder a la qualite de
citoyen francals en vertu des dispositions du sematus-consulte
du 14 Juillet 1865 et de la presente lol.

Art. 2. - Tout indigene algerien obtendra, sur sa demande, la gqualite
de citoyen francals, s'il remplit les conditions sulventes:

1. Etre age de vingt-ocing ans;

2. Etre monogame ou celibateur;

3. N'avoir jamals ete condamme pour crime ou pour delit, com-
portant la perte des droits politiques, et n'avoir jammis subl
auouns peine disciplinaire scit pour actes d'hostilite contre
la souverainete francaise, soit pour predicatlon pollitique ou
religleuse ou menoes de neture a porter atteinte a la seourite
generale;

4, Avoir deux ans de residence consecutive dans la meme com-
mune en France ou en Algerie ou dans une circonscription admi.
nistrative correspondante d'une colonie francasise ou d'un pays
de protectorat franceis;

El s'il satisfait en outrs a l'une des conditions speciales
suivantes;

A) Avoir servi dans les armees de terre et de mer et justi-
fier de sa bonna conduite par une attestation de 1l'autorite
militaire;

b) Savoir lire et eorire en francais;

c) Etre proprietaire eu formier d'un bien rural ou proprie-
taire d'un immeuble urbaein, ou etre insorit au rele soit des patentes,
soit des impots de replacement, deépuls un en au moins dans le meme
commune pour une profession sedentalre;

d) Etres tituleire d'une fonction publique ou d'ume pension
de retraite pour services publies;

) Avoir ete investi d'un mandat public eleotif;

f) Etre titulaire d'une declaration francaise ou d'une
distinetion honorifigue scsordes par le Gouvernement francais;

g) Etre ne d'un indigens devenu citoyen francais, alors
que le demendeur avalt atteint 1'age de vingt et un ans,

La femae d'un indigene devenu citoyen francais posterieursment
a son marrisge pourra demander & sulvre la nouvelle condition de son
mari.

Art. 5. = L'indigene musulman slgerien qui desire beneficler de la presente
loi doit mdresser au juge de paix, ou a 1'sutorite qui le remplace,
une demande en deux exemplaires et y joindre les pleces sulvantes;
1. Son acte de naissance ou, & defaut, un acte de notoriete
dresse sur l'attestetion de gquatre temoins par le juge de paix
ou par le cadl du lieu de sa residence;
2, Las pieces justifiant que les conditions prevues a l'article
2 sent remplies;
3. Un extrait de son casler judielaire.
4. Les motes de naissances de ses enfantsmineurs ou les mctes de
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des notoriete qui en tiennent lleu.

Le groffier de la justice de paix lul deliWre un recepisse
de sa demande et en transmet sanedelai un duplicata au
gouvernsur general de l'Algerie.

Art. 4. = Dans le meis gqui sult l'enregistrerent de la demande au greffe de
la justice de paix, le juge de paix convoque le postulmt, verifie
5'il1 remplit les conditions necesssires et fait connaitre les resulets
de cet examon & l'interesse, au meire eu a 1l'administrateur de 1a
commune de s& residence, au procursur de la Republigue &t au gaverneur
general gui, dens le delei de quinze jours, en mccusent reception et
presentent les observations qu'ils jugent utiles.

Le dessier somplet est ensulte transmis sens delal eu greffier du

tribunal oivil de 1'srrondissement, et avis en est donne au procursur
de 1a Republigue et su gouvernsur general.

Art. 5. = 51 le postulant est domicilie en Frence, dans uns colonle franceaise ou
en peys de protectoret, il adressera sa demande au jupe de palx dont
relove sa commune d'cripgine ou a 1'sutorite qui le remplace. Celui-ol
pourra donner commission regpatoirs s tout juge de palx ou a 1l'sutorite
franosise gui le remplace, pour proceder mux formalites d'exeamen.

Art. 6. = Si, dans le delai de deux meis a dater de l'snregistrement de la demmmde
su greffe du tribunal civil, il ne se produit ausine cppositicn du
gouvarneur genernl que du proourewr de la Hepubligue, en conformite scit
de l'erticls 7, soit de lhrticle 8 de la presente lol, le tribunal de
premiere instence, & la premiere sudlence publique, declare gque le
postulent remplit les conditions fisees par la lol et est sdmis a le
qualite de citoyen francais. Mention de cette declaration sera felte
en marge de l'scte de naissance et de l'scte de mariege du postulant.

51 le postulant n'est pas inscrit sur les replstres des ectes de
1'stat civil, sembijble menticn sers pertes sur 1'scte de noteriete
stebli senfermement e l'article 3, Cet mote de motoriete suppleant
1'gote de nalssance ou de maryisge sers depose eu greffe du tribunal
de premiere instence et au secreteriat de la mairle.

Art., T. = En oas d'opposition, solt per le pouverneur generel, soit par le procursur
de la Republique, notifiee dans les celeis prevus par simple lettre au
greffier du tribunal, le tribunel exemine si 1l'opposition est fondee,
goit sur 1'sbsence de l'une des conditions prevues a 1'srticle 2, soit
gur 1'sxistence d'une condmrmetion pour l'un des fait enumeres a ocat
article. En nudience publigue, dans le delai d'un mois, il recovra
1'opposition ou en dennera mainlevee; dens ce dernier cas, il deckare
que le postulant est edmis & la qualite de citoyen [ranceis.

Art. B, = Dane le meme delsi de deux meis fixe a 1l'erticle 6, le gouverneur general
pourrs, per un arrete delibere en consell de gouvernement et approuve
par le ministre de l'interieur, s'opposer pour cause d'indignite, a la
declarstion du tribunsl prevus su meme artiecle. La demande rejetee
dans ces conditions ne pourra etre reneuvelee qu'apres un delsl de
eing ans.

Art. 9. = Le pourvel en cassation est ouvert contre les declsion du tribunal de
premiewre instencs, soit au procureur de la Republique, soit a l'interesse.
Il sers suspensif. Ce. pourvol sera introdult et juge dans les formes
ot conditions prevews par le decret du 2 fevrier 1852 et per la lol du
6 fevrier 1914, Les notificstions du pourvol serent faites su precureur
de la Republique ou par lul.
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Art. 10. = Les motes judicisres serent dispenses de timbres et snropistres sans

Art.

1ls -

Art, 12. =

Art. 13. =

Art.

14. =

frais. Les extraitsd'sotes de 1%etat civil serent delivres gratultement
sur papler libre mux interesses ou Au juge de peix; ils porterent en
tete de leur texte l'enonciation de leur destination specisle et ne
pourront servir a suoun autre usage.

Les effets des decisions renduss en execution des articles 6,7, et 9
ci-dessus sent ceux que le senstus-consulte de 1865 s attaches a
1tadmission d 1a gquelite de citoyen francais.

TMtre II

Statut politique des indigenes nusulmans algeriens qui ne sont par

eitoyens frencies.
Les indipenes musulmans algeriens qui n'ont pas reclsme le gqualite
de citoyen frencsis sent representes dens toutes les assemblees
deliberantes de 1'Algeris (delegatione finsnclieres, conseil superieur
de gouvernement, conseils genereux, conseils municipaux, commissions
runicipeles, djemassde ceuars) per des memires elus, siegeant au meme
titre et avec les memes droits que les membres frencdds, sous reserve
des dispositions de l'erticle 11 de la L& 1ol organicue du 2 sout 187E.
Dens les assemblees ou siegent en meme temps des membres indigwees
mommes per 1'edministration, ceux=ci ne peuvent entre en membrok
superieur aux membres elus.
Les conseillers municipaux indigenes perticipent, mems 8'ils ne sont
pas citoyens frencais, sfl'election des maires et adjoints.

11 est statue par les decretj specleux sur la composition du corps
electorsl indigene, et sur le mode d'alaction des representants des
indipenes dens chague assembles.

Soné dens tous les oas, incompatibles eveo les mandats de conseillsr
municipal, conseiller genernl et delegus financler; les fonctions
de caid, sgha, bach-sgha, secretaire de commune mixte, de soum-
prefecturs, gardé chempetre, garde ferestier, apent de poliece,
gavelier de commune mixte.

A titre transiteire les membrees des sssembless desipgnees dens le
peragrephe precedent quiii%u cheisls par 1'sutorite, conserverent
leurs fonotions sctimlles dans les ronditions ou slles lsur ent ate@
sonfereses; les membres elus investis actwwllement de ces fonctions
pourrent, leur vie dursnt, centinuer a 1es curmuler aves leur mandat
slectif.

Les indigenes musulmans non citoyens francais sent admis su meme titre
que les citoyens franceis, et sous les momes conditions d'aptlitide,
sux fonotions et emplois publics. lHesnmoins, un decret determinera la
liste des fonctions d'gutorite gu'ils no pourrent exercer que s'ils
gont cltoyens francals.

Ceux qui serent inscrits sur les listes electorales ne peuvent etrs
condeammes, en ce qui concerne les contraventions et les delits, que
pour les memes faits et par les memes tribunnaux gque les cltoyens
frenoais, sous reserve de mesures specisles ediotees pour la protecticn
et 1s conservation de la loi du 14 julllet 1914 roletives a ls mise en
surveillance speciale.
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Art, 15, = Dons les deuars constituds en execution de senstus-cemsulte du
22 avril 1863, ot dans tous les groupes de populstion indigene
regulierement pourvus d'une djemmaa, les prestations foufiles en
ergent ou en nature per les habitents du douer, pour les chemins
vicinsux et ruraux, deduction faite des continpents preleves au
profit des departments, et les revenus des blens commsnaux
appartenant au dousr, serent exclusivement nffectes emux traveux
d'utilite publique interessant le population de ce douar.

Art, 16, - Les dispositions de la presente loi sent spplicablesa tout le
territoire civil de 1'Algerie.

Le presente loi, deliberse et sdoptee par le Senat st par la
Chembre des deputes sera executee comme loi de 1'Etat.

Feit st Faris, le¢e 4 fevrier, 1919.
R. Poinecare.

{Journsl Officisld February &, 1919.)

Al.
In 1936, S. FACI, a fervent French patriot of the Arsh-Algerien origin, = teacher

with e degree from the Lew Faculty of the University of Algers, published a study
with = prefsce by M. Viollette: "L'Algerie sous 1'CEpide de la Frence, Contre la
Goodalito Algerienne.” (Toutouse 1836)

Hegarding the Algerien edministration, he states;

"Dlun cote, la castre eurcpeenns qui demsne le pays per les richesses

et 1'influence qu'elle detient; d'unf sutre cote, l'aristooratie indigene ...
Aj-dossus de ces deux cestes, une administration: sutoritaire, tracassiere,
routiniere et tatillgme, toujours attentive pour satisfeire les plus puissants,
mris toujours implsacable pour les faibles."

"La naturalisation des Indigenes meme a titre individuel est consideree par
1'eéministration nlpgerienne comme une grave etteinte a la preponderance
franceise. Dos lors, les sutorites..s'ingenuent a rejefter ou e reterder
indfiniment les demsndes de naturalisstions qul emsnent des Indigenes."

("On the one hand, there exists the European cast, which rules the country
by virtue of the wenlth and power in its possession; on the other hand
there is the netive aristoersoy .. sbove those two clesses, we have the
sdministretion, suthoritatian, bureaucrstic, petty and s source of wvexation,
always ready to bond to the strong, but slwsys implscable toward the wesk." p.76.

"Naturslization of the nntives, even ns single individusls, the Algperian
ndninistration considers n serious threat to the French majority. Conseguently
the suthorities .. contrive at rejecting or indefintely postponing the requests
the natives make to be naturalized." p. 80)
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Finally, in 1938 the "Soclete d'Etude et d'Information Econominue" published a
"Lettre d'Algerie. Lo Problemo de le representation politique indigene."
{Supp., su Bulletin Quotidien, No. 122 du ler Juin 1939), from which we quote
the passape regarding the Algerisn administrestion end the naturalizetion of
netives. After having steted that the law of 19519 has only naturelized 1,661
natives up to the year 1935, it says:

"Les raisons de cet echec sont claires: l'esprit dans legquel la

loi fut appliquee, les dessiers de naturslisetion restant enfouls

dans les oartons d'ou il n'est possible de les sortir gqu'aprea

plusieurs annees parfols de demarches et de pulssentes inter-

ventions; cette mauveise velonte evidente de l'administretion

tend a decoureger les demsndes et ne peut qu'inciter les Musulmens
avelues u pehser que 14 Frence les considere comme indesirablel"

Al:s Quotations of French statesmen, former General Governors and French

specielists on Algerian mdministrative conditions.

I
In 1912 compulsory military service was introduced in Alperia. At this time,
eertein progressive slements of the French Parliement snd French public opinion
wanted to change the status of the netives of Algaria.
In the paper "Le TEMPS" Psul Bourde st Philippe Millet started s viclent
campaign against the administrotion im Algerla. They were joined by the deputy

Albin ROZET in Farliement.

"On y representait les indigenes slgeriens comme vivant sous un

regime d'erbitreire, d'iniquite et de terreur .. l'administration

otalt presonniere des colons et le demeurersit tant qu'on n'accorderait
pas sux indigenes dens les divers consells de la colonie une representetion
serieuge et suff'isante."

("The native Algeriens were described as living under a high-hended and
sorrupt regime of terror. The sdministration itself was prisoner of
the colonists, and so had to remein as long as the netives were not
grented serious and adequate representation in the sevesl pgoverning
bodies of the colony.")

(Source: Gabriel Hanoteux, L'Histoire des
colonies frencaises. 152833,

Tome II, p.458,
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11
In 1935, the senator Uasurice VIOLLETTE, who had been General Govermor in
Rlgeris from 1926 to 1927, and who later was the author of the Viellette-Blum
541l introdused in Parliement in 1936, providing for chenge of status of the
Arab natives, eppeared before the French Senat

"Pourquol 1es neturallsatlons sent-ollas si rares? Ferce que
1'administration ne les encourage pas. ...
Theoriguement le juge devrsit statuor dens les six mols., Or,
51 n'en est pas ainsi; des eanees ze passent evant le solution..”

("#hy are neturslizations so fow? Beonuse the sdministration does
not eancourage them. ..
Theoretically, the Jjudge must pess on the naturslization within
six months. Astually, nothing of the kind happens. GSeveral yesrs
may pass before a declsion iz reached..")

(Sourse: Journal Ofri:igl. Debats Par-
lsmenteires. Sesnce du 21 et 22 Mars 1832,

("The reason for this fellure is clears the spirit in which the
law has been administered, with the documents relating to the
naturslizetion cases buried eway in files [rom which they can
only emerge after ssveral years of effort, aftsr only by inter=-
vention of persons in high places; this patent bad will on the
part of the adninistration tends to discourage roguests lor na=
turslization snd can only irritate the sducated Hoslems into thinking
+hat France regerds them as undesirable.”)



Al. I: CHDOTMANCE DU 14 MARS 1943 PORTANT VALIDATICH LES REGLES OENERALES
APPLIQUEES FOSTERIEVREMENT AU 22 JUIN 1940 DANS LES
TEFRITOIRES FELEVANT DU COPKAKDANT EN OHEF.

vsss 1a pressnte ordomance est proviscire et serm 1tobjet de ratificatlons
ulterleurss, sur la propositicn d'une eom=lssion speclslesent deslgrec..s

Art, 33 Les actes dont l'abrogaticn n'sure pas ele prononove dans un delal
ds deux mols & sompter de la publiseticn de la presante ordonnance,
seront reputes definitlvement ratifiss.

Ale 11z CRDONNANCE DU 14 MARE 1643 HELATIVES AUX MESUHES FRISES i LYENOONTRES
L[ES JUIFS.

ves Article 23 Les gouvernsurs genersux o residenis gencraux determipieroot
dazs le sedre du statut legielstil propre a chaque territolFer

1) lez emdlticns et les delals dona lesquels 11 sern procede & ln relntegra-
10 dans lss fonctlons publigues et les e=plols des sarvices publice de
coux qui #n ont ebe exclus du fait de lsur gualite de Julfy

2] Les conditions ot les delsis dene leaguels 11 sera progresslvemsnt fait
appel dans 1tscoromie prevee o eux qul en ont ebe exelus du falb de leur
auslite de Julfs;

%) Lsz conditlons ot lez deluis dems lesquels seront restituss eux Julfe les
tiens places sous adninintretion provissire.

Article %; Les motes mocomplis par les adniniastrateurs prﬂvlﬂf!ﬂ sont declefres

valablef n 1texeeption des nstes deo diapositlon de lmmeubles ou des
fonds et Eour resorve der vices autres que coux derlvent do la
nullite ol=dessus doclares.




AK: The so-called personal stsatus in its relation to French citizenship.

The term "stetut personnel™ covers sll those religious or other customs
which meke it impossible for an individual entirely to submit to French civil
lew. Most important of the foreign customs which confronted the Fremch in
Mgeris were:

Polygamy with not possibility of divorce by women end st the same time un-
limited repudistion by the hasband.

Permiesion for the fether to marry off his childrem without their consent
and at any age.

Inheritance restricted to meles only on the primogeniture principle.

The corresponding Jewish customs permitted under personal status were:

Majority of children et the age of 13.

Polygemy and possible repudistion of the wife by the husband,

Privileged inheritsnce of the male succezsors.

Though, as a rule, it ir impossible to become a French cltizen without renouncing
personel stetus, the Senegalese received French citizenship without such renuncistion
(1w of September 1916); they have the right to vote and to be elected to the

French Parlisment. The only restriction is thet those who have not rencunced

their personal status cennot vote in France but only in Senegnlese territory.

The seme holds true for the inhabitents of the West Indien French pessessions.

In Algeris, however, which was so near to the mother country and orgenized
so closely after the model of a French province, the French always demended re-
nuncistion of personsl stetus before grenting citizenship. Therefore, the Jews
lost thelr personal status through the Uremieux decree. In their ayes they were
giving up & privilege, as witnessed by Cremieux himself:

"Don't sey to them (i.e. the Jews): Become French if you wish - for they will

not of their own will sbandon the law of God.®

(Journal Officiel, May 22, 1874)



Todsy, there exists mot the slightest possibility of the Jews going back
to thelr old stetus. This hes even been recognized by the Vicly legislation
thet placed the Jews under the ngtatus frenceie”, Probsbly, the seme thing will
be done by Genersl Gireud - only thet in this cese he will approve, implicitly,
of the brend new kind of "subject™ thst hss been created by the Vichy laws. For
until 1940, being born on French territory, of Fremch citizene and being subject

to French lew was a kind of definition of French citizenship.



AL: GSurvey of the bills intending the exténsion of the Cremleux decree to
ell Algerian netives from 1837 to 1936.

The French Perliament has tried time and again to find a formula that would
permit the sssimil=tion and naturalization of Algerian natives., In 13827, & law
wes proposed designed to confer Freanch citiszenship on Moslem nstives of Algeria.

In 1890, another proposition wss amde to grsnt progressive neturalisation to Al-
gerian Moslems. Important discussions on this matter took plece in the Senste in
March 1891 and Mey 1893; in 1895 atill another proposal came before the Parliament
to grant citlizenship at least to those netives who had s-=rved eight yesrs in the
French army. In 1897, the same propossl was made as in 1837. During the war, in
1915, Clemencezu together with the deputy Leygues, wrote an open letter to the
French Parliament and asked for immediate complete emancipstion of the whole Al-
gerlsn population without renunciation of personal status. But not wntil 1919
were the flrst smell reforms granted.

After 1919, there wos hardly a year in which & new bill was not introduced
in Parliament. Between 1927 and 1936, nine such bills were discussed by the
Chember snd Senate. Among them, we can distinguish three categories of proposed
reforms:

1. Special and seperate representation for the natives within the Fremch Parlia-
ment. The most lmportant of these proposals wes presented by Moutet, s Socialistie
Deputy. Others were presented by deputies of the right, such as Teittenger. It
must be observed that this cetegory for the first time in Fremch colonial history, did
not base itz arguments upon assimilstion and the thesis that sll inhebitants of
French colonies were gradually to receive French citizenship, but upon a policy of
separstion of the two nations. Therefore, these proposals were the only cnes that
enjoyed a certain measure of support by the French colonials - though Moutet (in 1926)
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when defending hls memorandum before the Senate, used the argument of the right
of self-determination of all peoples. The Government could not back these propo-
gitions which threatened to create a dangerous precedent in French colonial policy.

5. Naturalization without renunciation of personsl stetus. After the letter of
Clemencesu in 1915, thiz is best represented by the proposal Maurice Violette made
in 1931 which was becked by the Blum Government inm 1936.

3. The third cetegory is represented by the proposal of the Senator Cuttoli
(1935) who wented to naturelize the nstives on bloc but with renunciation of
personal status. Individually, the netives should heve the right to file their
refusel of French citizenship if they wished to retain their status.

None of these plans materialized. The only proposal ever backed by the
Covernment, the Violette-Blum bill, was so violently attacked by the Algerian

colonimls thot it had to be abandoned.
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APPENDICES II

Bai Arab demends for extension of the Cremleux Decree; In 1912, compul-
sory military service was introduced in flgeria: "The introduction of compul-
sory military service azong the natives hed necesserily to effect s chenge of
their status. .... The perty "Jeune Algerien" came to Parls with specifications
of thelr politiesl demands®™. Since thet time, the periy "Jeune Algerlen® has
represented the most progressive and the most prtriotlc sectlon of the Arsb
population: "Pupils of our schools, engaging In the liberal or commercial
profeszsions .. champlons of rapprochement with the French and of sssimilation®
(See: Gebriel Hanotaux, L'histoire de colonies francnises, II, 509), they wera
opposed by the "Vieux Turbans" "belonging to the old feudal families .. whose
power our administration hss more or less preserved and enforced® and by the

extreme natlonalists of the Pan-Islamic movement.

In 1933, Senator Cullotti, in his speech before the Prench Senste (session of
March 21 and March 22) on the native newspaper:

"A la lecture des journaux indigenes, on pourrsit crolre qu'il s'agit
d'un mouvement.. poussant les musulmans d'Algerle a reclamer a la
France un complement des droits politiques .."

("Reading the native newspapers, one may conclude that a movement is
efoot to push the Moslems in Algeris into demanding from Francs the
remainder of their politieal rights.")

(Journal Officiel Debats Parlementaires.)

In 1939: "Les evolues .. ne craignent pas de dire et d'imprimer a 1'heure
actuelle gu'ils sont prets a accepter 1'abendon du statut personnel,
surtout s'il etalt impose du 'fait du prince'. La recente campagne
reprise par 'Alger-Republicsin' .. en faveur du projet Viollette est
symptomatique a cet egard. Les intereases pour la plupart instuteurs
indigenes a sympathie S5.F.I.0. qui publient la 'Voix des Humbles' sa
declarent disposes 2 sbandonner le statut .."

("The progressive element .. are not afraid to declare, both in spesch
and press, that at this moment they sre resdy to give up their personal
status especially if the demend is made from above. The recent campalgn



conducted by the "Alger-Republicain' in favor of the Viollotto plan
is gymptomatic in this regard. ..Y)

(Lettre d'Algerie. Soc. A'Et., et d'Inf. Econ. No. 122 du lor Juin 1939)



Ebs hrab anti-Semitlsmj

The anti-Semitlss of the Arsbs is only a special instence of whatever general
anti-Furopean feelings some of then msy hold. Such wstility, fostersd by the
Ritler propaganda of the thirtles, hms far from subaided ms yot.

gpid Senstor Duraux befors the French Sencte in 1935:

"Des propos injurleux et menncantz ont ate tenuas dana les cofes maures
contre le Oouvernement, contre les Julfs, contre les Frencals qul sont

venus s'installer dans 1'Afrique du Nord ..

Dans de nombreuses conversations rupportees par les services de surveillance,
11 est guestion d'une prochelne intermention de 1'Allezagne destines &
aettre terme s la domination frencaise.®

{"Insulting and threntening words heve been uttered in the Moorish cafes
against the Government, sgainst the Jews and agsinst the French who have
pome to sottle in Morth Africe ...

In the nua srous conversations overheard and reported by the secret
service, there is talk of esrly Intervention by Germany %o put an end
to Fremch domination.")

(Tournal Officig. Debats Parlementaires.
Sesnce du 21 et 22 Mars)
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Boy The Algerian Frenoh oitizens as different from people of the
French mother eountry.

1
Composition of the population.

of the European population in Algeria, only ome-third is of Freamsh origin.
(5ee; S. Faoi, L'Algerie sous 1'Egldo de la France, 1936.) In 1911, for
instance, the Zuropean population of Oren was divided as follows:

83,000 Spaniards

95,000 naturalized Frenchmen

95,000 Frenoh citicens of Fremch origin;

(Hanotaux, II op. cit.)

The most important foreign elements among the French oolonial population
are; Spaniards, Italians, Germans, Of approximately 5,000 naturelizations
granted around 1909, more than a thousand were to inhabitants of German
origin, more than a thousand to that of Italian origin and about 1,300 to

residents of Spanish origin. (See; Revue Indigene, Juillet 1911, Paris.)

§. Faoi, former imstructor, mative Algerian and "diplome de la Faculte de
droit d*lger" says (op. oit. p. 14):

"Les Francais d'origine ne forment qu'une tres faible
partie de la population europeemns, compte tenu de la
naturalisation automatique des Etrangers (Lol du 26 Juin
1889) ..."

("The native French constitute only a very minor section of

the European population, on account of the automatic natura-
lization of foreigners (Law of June 26, 1883) ..."

II.
The mentality of the French colonial element.
Jules Ferry in 1892, in his report to the Frenmoh Parliament;
"11 est difficile de faire entendre au colon eurcpeen qu'il
existe d'autres droits que les siens en pays arabe et que

1'indizens n'est pas une race taillable et ocorveable a
meroi."
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("It 1is @iffioult to make the European solonist understand
that thers exist other rights than L1z own in an Arab
sountry and that the native 1z not Lo be molded according
to his desires.") :

gpinlon of Profesicr Emile Larcher, spesliallut on Algerian questlons, re-
garding the foreign element;

"Ltalgerie recoit de toutes les mations europeennes bien
nombre de wagabonly, de gens sans aveu, At individus fuyant
1a justise de leur pays. Aussi 1a oriminnlite des Etrangers
ost-t-slle oxirememsnt slsvee. .. Cslte population .. & donne
1a mesurs de oe Ju'elle peut faire par la tres large part
qutelle a prise aux pillages lors de l'agitation antisemite
1'ilger en 1897-1896."

("ilgeria receives from all the Zuropean countries & greab
pusber of vagabonds, suspects of all kinds and fugltives
from the law. Thus erime among Lhe foreizn is very high ..
This elemsnt .. showed just what it was capable of dolng
by the prominent share it took in the anti-Semitic riots
of Algeria in 1557-98.7

(Traite elomextelre do Legislationg
Algorienns. pp. 91-02.)

opinion of Gabriel Hanotaux, French publicist and Aiplomat,

"in nouveau peuple franso-algerlan s'est somsilibus dans 1n
vielle Regenoe berbaresque. .. L'Algerlen differe forcement
par quelgues traits du Francals de 1a Metropole.”

("4 now natlensl type, the Fransc-ilgerien, has eperged in
the olé "Regence barberesque". .. The Algerisn differs
of course ir several respects from the Letrepoliten French-
ran.")
(Cp. eit, ', 532)

Opinion of Gilbert MASSCNIE, avgeat et Constantino:

"on & souvent compare ls regime politique et sooial de 1'Al-
gerie a la fecdallte, les Franceis joulssent dos prerogati-
ves ot droits semblables & ceux des selgneurs drautrefols.
1111 du vral dans cette remargue.)”

("The political and sociel regime of Algerir has often been
compared to a feudal stete, with the Prench enjoying righte
end privileges similar to those of former feudal lords.
There ls some truth in this comparisen.”)

(Quoted after S. Faci, op. cit. 230)



gpinion of S. Feel, spokesmen for the progressive Arab element;

"L'Europeen algerien, voire meme le Franoais etabll depuls
longterps dans la colonie, se distingue en effet tres net-
toment du Francais de la Metropole, car il s subl 1'influ-
erce de plusieurs races; 11 est tres audecleux .. tros
endursct, goneralement enclin a empieter sur les droits du
volsin .. le type decide et debrouillard que veut ettelndre
son Lut coute que coute."

("The Algerian Surcpesn, including even the Frenchnan who has
been sottled in the colemy for & leng time, iz actually end
clearly distinguisheble from the Yetrcpolitan Frenchmen.
For he, the Algerien, has imbibed the Influence of several
races; he is very bold, very tough, generslly irelined
to encroach on the rights of his neighbor .. a determined
and resourceful type, who iz bound to attein his ends, cost
what it may."

{ops cit. p. 29)

Opinion of & colonisl Freuchman, deputy to the Delegations Financieres when
ppposing & propossal of the Govermor Gemeral, Maurice Viellette, during the
Session of June 12, 1526,

"Je dis que ce projet & ete etabli avec des vues de Francals
de France, ot non pas svec des vues de Francais d'iflgerle.”

(I say that this plen has been evolved from the point of view
of the Frenchmwen of France and nct of the Fremch of Algeria.")

(Quoted after Viollotto, op. eit. p. 158)

2 2 i
Anti-native and anti-Jewish attitudes.
Profesnor Emile LARCHER, op. cit. II, 340,

"Les citoyens sont les mobles cu les geligneurs; les indi-
genes sont les roturiers ou les serfs.”

("The oitizens are the noblemen or the lords; the natlves
are the plebeians and the serfs.")

How the Algerien edministration under the influence of the colenial Fremch
element treate the native citirens was witnessed by Semator Violette, former

Governor Gemoral. (Interpellaticn before the French Senate, Journal Officlel,



Debets Parlepenteires, Seance du 21 et 22 Mars 193E8). Reporting an elesticn
of & mayer in Kekls who had been elected by & Fronch votes, § French native

votes and 5 natives, he said thie election had been declared vold by the

"oonsell de la Frefecture”;

"parce que la municipalite n'avelit pas ete olue par une
majorite eurcpeenne; et 1'on defalquait du nombre des Fran-
cais les indigenes naturnlises qul y avalent participe.”

("becsuse the mayor had not been elected Ly a Eurcpean majority,
from the totel of Fremch votes were subbtracted the votes of

paturalized matives.™)

Yo wonder that

"1tindigene se m@fie du colen en general et gu'lil reserve sa
confisnce ot sa sympathie su Francalsz de la metropole.”

("the pative mistrusts the colonlel in genersl, and reserves
his confidence and friendship for the Netrcpelitan French-

:I:.l.!.ln"
(5. Faci, op. eit. p. 69.)

The anti-Jewish propagands is closely tied up with the anti-pative poliey of

the French colenial element.

"Le mouvement antijuifl est utilise & des lins purement
politiques; pour discrediter un candidat supres de 1s popula-
tion europeerms, il est d'usage de le faire passer pour
Juif."

("The anti-Jewieh movement is used for purely political ends,
to diseredit s candidete mmont the Eurcpeen populaticn, it
1s customary to pretend that he is e Jow.")

(M. Roblin, Les Juifs d'Algerle. In:
Terre-Alr-ler. Tome LXI, 1934, Yo. 2)

senator VIOLLETTE, in his interpellation before the French Senate (1936,

Session of Maroh 21 and 22);

"S1i1 y a de 1'antisemitisme en Algerie, ce sont les
Eurcpeens qu4 1'sttisent."”

"ctest une malson francelise d'Oran qui a lance le papler
& olgarette a la croix gammee.”

“Quund on ceuse aveo de serteines personnes qui ont le
prejuge de rmce en Algerie, presque sulvant le mode
hitlerien, elles vous repondront que jamals on ne fera
des Francals avec des musulman."”

(Dans le departement d'Cran} "la politique de X. Molle a
ete exclusivement ume politique d'antisemitlsme. Je me

rappelle un certein Journal FTlnﬂlili eeQul +s Toclamalt
pour lea juifs le bucher, 1l'huile bou llante et la poix

fondue. J'ail reclame au Procureur gemeral des poursuites
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contre ce journal pour excltetion d@ meurtre. Ltinformution & ete
ouverte, mais deux mols apres, le non-lieu est intervenu..et cels
d'accord svec ls chancellerie."

(*If there iz anti-Semitlsa in Algeria, be sure taat it is Puropeens
who fen it."
"Tt is & French company of Oran that has put out s cigerette paper
stamped wlth the swastiks.
"When you speak to certsin people who express ideas of race prejudice
very much akin to those of the Hitler crowd, those people tell you
that you'll never sake Frenchmen out of Moslems."

("In the depertment of Oren) "the policy of M. Molle was eltogether
s policy of anti-Semitism. T recell a certain newespsper (French) ..
which .. recomuended for the Jews the steke, boiling oil and hot
piteh. I asked the Procuror General to prosecute the paper for
ineiting to murder. Legal procedure wag started, tut two months
afterwards, the case was quashed end that was confirmed by the
chencellery.”)

During the pogroms in Oren in 19341
"La troupe et la police mseistent impulssantdfe cette veriteble
boucherie parce gqu'elles n'avelent pes recu 1tordre d'intervenir.”
mPout s'est passe comme si les agents du service d'ordre svaient
ete mis la comme temoins pour regerder et rendre compte exclusivement,”

("The troops and the police stand by, powerless in the face of this
regular butchery, beceuse they have not recelved orders to intervene.""

("Everything goes on as if the guardisns of peace end order had been
stationed there simply tc observe snd to report.”)

(La Depeche Algerienne, August
7 and 8, 1934.)

plresdy in 1882, large signs in Aterlan streets declared thats

ntous les moyens sont bons et doivent etre employes pour
11anesntissement des Julfs per les Furopeens.”

("A11 mesns employed by Europesns to exterminate Jews are good snd
justified.")

And Edouard DRUMONT expressed the hope that = campeign of French sntl-Semitism

would stert in Algeris, (Ed. Drumont, La Frence Juive, Chat. IV)

s, Faci (op. cit. p. 22) spesking about anti-Jewish feelings in Algerias

mle maintien de 1l'ordre public dens la colonle dolt etre
exclusivement assure avec fermete et vigilence par la Metropole.



Livredgn elle-zene, les sutorites looeles serslent peutetre
tentees a obelr a des sugpestions Inspirees .. par des prejuges
de race,”
("The saintensnce of public order in the colony must be engured
axclusively by Metropelitan France, Tirs and vigilant, Left to
thoaselves, ths loesl authorities would erhw_ e be teapted to hoed
certsin suggestions smenating from .. reciel prejudice.)
That antli-natlve end enti-Jewish ettitudes of the Algerisn sdminisgtratlion end
the French coloninls hove not disappenred since the lending of Asericen troops
on ¥orth Africen territory has been witnessed by distinguished pzericen corres-
pondonts;
"Therefore the Axls Nuremberg lawe were welcozed by those
Frenchmen who feared a Jewish-Arsb collsborstion #n which ..
the Jewish minority =ight sdvise the Moslem oejority and gain
dominence. This attitode is still (uite prevalent.™

(0. L. Sulsberger, N. Y. Times, April
1, 1943, p. 6)

Eennath C. CRAWFORD states om April 2, 1943 thet Algerlan Jews *may not hold
moot government Jobe™. This, howsver, 1s apparently in contradiction with

the law of 1919, Art. 1li.




Bd. A few statistiosl data, regarding the Algerian population.

YEAR  BUROPEANS FRENCHMEN  FORFIGNBRS  NATIVES COLONISTS
1839 25,000 11,000 14,000 1,500

1847 109,000 52,000 57,000 15,000 w=&
1858 189,000 107,000 82,000

1872 245,000 130,000 115,000 100,000 (appr)
1881 376,000 195,000 181,000

1896 579,000 381,000 * 198,000 146,000

1911 752,000 493,000 259,000

1326 833,000 667,000 *+ 176,000

1936 996,252 863,209 143,043 6,247,768 370,000 *»+s

+ Jaws axcluded; #* Jaws included; *#x 9,000 of whom wers Franch
sx%% of whom 70,000 were big landowners.
Sources; Hamotaux, ops cit. passim.
The Royal Institute of Internoational Affaira.
London 194). The French Colonial Empire.
Information Dep. No. 25
During the Second Empirs, Algeria was used as & place of deportation for
political offenders as well as for oriminals. An approximative mumber
of these "colonists" is given by Hanotaux (op. eit. II, 298):
9,530 oriminals lived among the French Algerian population at the

end of Napoleon III's regime.
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Be: The Army's views on coloniel policy.

Genersl BUGEAUD, Governor Gemeral in Algeris from 1840 to 1848:

nLtermse est tout en Afrigue; elle seule & detruit, elle seule peqt
edifler, FElle seule & conquls le sol, effe seule peut le feconder
par la culture..."

("In Africe the army is everythings it slone has destroyed, and it slone
can bulld, Tt elone hes conguered the soil, and it elone can enrich
end cultivate it...")

(G. Haneteux: Histoire des colonles
frenceises. II, 208)

Up to the foundation of the Third Republle

nLtHistolre de L'llgerie sous le Second Empire est essentlellement
celle é'un long conflift entre l'element civil et L'element militaire.”

("The histary of Algerie under the Second Empire is in essence the
history of one long struggle between the clvilian and the milltery
element.")

(Op. eit. II, 236.)

Admirsl de GUEYDON, Governor Genmeral of Algerie from 1871 to 1872 (eppointed
in opposition to the new French Government through the influence of Mershel
MecMehon) was smong the first to believe the Cremieux decree was the cause
of the i.surrection of the Moslems of 187l. His opinion of colonisl govern-
ment differs greatly from that held by the French civilian government:

"Ltelement frencsis doit etre l'element dominent, cest & lul seul
gu'sppartient la direction de l'administration du psys. N1 1l'slement
indigene, arsbe ou isrselite, nl l'element etranger ne peuventi pre-
tendre e une influence ou & une pert gquelconjue dens la direction
politique ou administrative du payS..."

"Les blens sequestres sur les tribus rebelles formeni las plus cleire
de nos ressources pour Le crestion de nouveaux villages; par lé
seguestre, 1'Etat so procure immediatement les ressources territorisles
dont il & besoin pour la colonisation.®

("The French must be the ruling element and to it alone belongs leader-
ghip in the government of the country. WNelther the native element, Arab
or Jewish, nor the foreign element, can lay claim to any influence or eny
part in the political or administrative lesdership of the country."

"Property confiscated from the rebel tribes constitye the most obvlous
of our resour ces for establishing new villages; by such seizure, the
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stute avails itself immedistely of the tarritoriel needs which it sust
have for colonizetion.®)

(Op. eit. 381 and 396)

The first civilien to be appolnted Governor Genoral in Algeris, Albert
GREVY, was pro-Cremieux and againgt the =ilitsry rule. He wes especielly
opposed to the erbitrary conflseatlon of property ss it had bean executed by
the slliteries; elso he favored mssimiletlon: ¥hy set up & speclel lew for
& country where it is jreclsely & questlon of applylng the generel lawl®

ifterverds, the aruy lost its open {nfluence in Algerian affslrs -
thought not In other Fremch posgessions in North Africe. 1t should not be
forgotten tant Mershal Petain as well as Mershel Weygend sre officers with e
significent coloniel beckgroundi Petaln hoving served during the rebellion
of the RAff—Kabyles in ¥orroceo mnd Weygend having been High Commissloner

of Syris.




Bf: The Arsb-Jewlsh relstions
The support given by the Jews to the Third Republie herdly needs any con-
firmation. 1In Algerie, the Jews were frequently ettacked beceuse of thls

lﬂj"‘_t.?'l

"le gouvernement —— salt qu'ls dans le populetion julve un appul sclide..
et c'est pour cele qu'ils ont ete naturelises.

("the government .. knows that in its "Jewish populetion, it mey count
on #olid support .. and thst is why the Jews nave been naturalized.")

(Mr. Roblin, Les Juifs d'Algerie. In:
Terre-A Air-der. Tome LXI, 2, 1934.)

That the Jews were attacked by the French colonials nlso becsuse they favored
cleims of the Moslem netive populstion, cen be seen frow the following "Letter®
sritten to & most violent snti-Republiesn, entl-nstive and snti-Jewleh news-
paper, "L'Ordre Nationel®. In a small Algerisn town electlons for the mayor
toock plece. Naturslly, only two candidstes were presented, the one the
cendidate of the French colonists: enti-Republicen, snti-netive and sbove all
sgaicst the Viollette-Blum bill; the other the cendidate of the Republicans.
The lstter got the majority of votes and wes elected through the unlted support
of Jews end Moslem natives:

"fous vivons en ce moment des elections municipalges complementeires,
parfoitement edifisntes, et les Arsbes marchent & fond avec les Juifs ..
Lz tectique est donc le sulvente: favoriser 1l'action des rouges & tous
les postes publics de facon a resliser un jour .. un grend mavement des
elus nlgeriens en faveur du projet Blugp-Viollette.

.. je vous envole les resultsts duy dernier scrutin qui s'est deroule

le 30 Avril dans notre ville pour plebisciter un maire, Deuxieme tour:
Liste nctionsle; 3,200; listye merxiste, elue: 1,200 rouges (Note: i.e.
preb natives clsiming French citizenship) 2,200 Juifs sur 2,300 inscrits.
Per silleurs, les conseillers municipaux ont feit sevoir de lay facon
le plus cetegorigque ;u'ilfs voteront pour un csndidat Front Populsire
a la mairie..."

(* At the moment we ere passing through municipal by-elections, which are
very instructive, indeed; the Arabs are beslcally allied with the Jews ..
bere is the tmetic: to favor the mctivities of the reds in all public
positions, so rs, some day, to bring sbout & sirong movement of the
Mgerisn representetives in favor of the Blum-Viollette plan.

.se] am ix sending you the results of the last popular elections for
mayor which took plece in our town April 30. Second vote: for the
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nationels, 3,200; for the marxists, who wonz 1,200 reds (Note: 1. e.
prab natives claiming citizenship), 2,200 Jews of the totel of 2,300
ragistlrtd. s
Moreover, the native municipal councillors heve wade it kxnown in no
uncertein terms that they will vote for the Populer Front candidete
for mayor."

(Lettre du Dr. Gaston Guignon. Ins L'Ordre National. no 23, e amnnee,

Junel, 1939, pa. 29.)
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COPYRIGHT, 1943, OVERSEAS NEWS AGENCY, INC.

NEW YORK, APRIL "_ (ONA)--DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE CAME TO LIGHT T0-
DAY BETRAYIMG THE DESIGHE OF GENERAL HEMRI HONORE GIRAUD TO REDUCE THE
JEWS OF FRMICE TO A CONDITION OS5 INFERICH CITIZENEEIF IN VIOLATION OF
THE LAWS OF THE FRECH REFUBLIC,. CRENIEUX LAW,

A COCY OF A MEMORANDOM TSSUED BY GIRAUD'S HIGH COMMAND AT ALGIERS
IN JAMUARY WS PRODUCED HERE, COHTAINING THEEE HITHERTO UMPUBLIEIFD CLAUBES;

*l) JEWISH COMNISSIONED AND NOM-COMIISSIONED OFFICERS AND MEX IN
THE RESERVE WILL GENERALLY BE ASSIGHED TC SFECTAL RON-COMBATINT WORX
UHITE.

®2) THIS MEASURE APPEARS NECESCARY IN OFDER TO AVOID HAVING THE
ENTIRE JEXISH POPULATION GAIN THE TITLE OF WAR VETERAR, WHICH i cHT

PREJUDICE THE STATUS GIVEN THESE FEOPLE APTER TAT WAR.®
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This memorendum, the aBove oleusss of which on orders of Gireud were kept cen-
fidontial, was sigoed by Major Genersl Fricux, of Gireud's courand, and Genersl
Louchet, director of perscnnel, snd lszsued for the gersrals cormanding French
troops in Horth Africa. It is deted Alglers, Junuary 30, 1543; is entitled
*The Use of Jews in the Army,"™ and besrs the eode numbers "40 C-MGJ-CAB."

Foul Jacob, Semeretsry General of the French Republican Committee, & new organi za-
tion of Frenchmen ir the United 3tates, produced the text of the memorandum, snd
declered to the (verseas Nawe Agenoy:

wrhi: gensure, sud the reasons invoked, are the procf that Gemeral Glrsud and bls
staff envisage s new status for the Freuch populetien of Jewlish faith aftor the
wer; and thus, the abrogation of the liberty end equality established for sll
citizens ss a result of the Fremch Revolutlons”

Y, Jucch 1s & reserve of fleer in the French Army who saw service on the Maglaot
Line and wes & prisoner of the Germans in Frauce for three months, before esceplng.
Zr was en attorney in Mulhouse (Alsece) and 1s row assistent professer at the
Iretitute of Comrerative Law in the New School for Scolel Research here.

He charged that General Giraud, high cormlssioner of North Africa under the American
cocupetion, wes putiing inte practice the philosophy of Cherles Maurras, s leader
of the teteliturien action Frencmise snd e propegandist of auti-Semitism. "During
Gireud's stey in Viehy,"™ Jacob seid, "he was constently in the company of Charles
Maurres and it 3s the ideas of that resctionary which the General is new applylng

in North Africa."

Anothor order by Giraud wes oited to demcnstrate that his policy alms rot alone at
stripping the Jews of Algeris of their egsulity, as hed beex lndleated by abroga-
tion of the Cremleux law cf 1870 last monmth, but at & permanent dlscriminstory
stotus of Jews in post-wer Frusce. This order, promulgated December 30, 1942,
provided that French officers of the Jewish falth, ineluding those born in Frence,
weuld be relnsteted into the Fromch Army =- having been drepped by Viehy 1in June,
1540 == only on two ccaditions. These were: (1) They hed been wounded or clted
for bruvery either during the first World Wer, the present war of 1535=4C, or in
some cther theeter of operation; (2) their reinstatement wes agreed tc by the
higher authoritles.

Thiz order applled to commiesioned and non=gommlssicned officers alike, sctive and
recerve., It 1s mmbered G582 =~ MGP =-- CAB.

Jacob sald that twe of his friends hed been mobilized as reserve officers in Morocce,
tut when it wns established they wers Jews, and they refused te Join the special
non=cocbatant units, they were discharged on oders of Giraud. (ne of them was a
French Jew born iu Paris, with the rank of captain In the reserve, and the othor,

& 1ioutenant, & Fremch Jew [rom Alsece, whose great-grandfsther had fought under
Hapoleon end his grandfstier in the Franco-Frussien Wer of 1870.

Jacob sccused Girsud of making professlons of demcoracy “in order to mesk his true
intentions and to galn the favoer of his American suprorters.”

"The low status of French Jews te be croposed by General Glraud after the war can
ensily be imagined, sinoe he wishes to prevent them from fighting for the literation
of thelr ccuntry as do other French citizens == 1n order that they may not he ve the
honered title of war veterans."
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Jagob sald that it was pos sible, after examipaticn of individual ceses, for
French Jews assigned to non-combatant labor units to be transferred te fighting
outfits, but, he pointed out, *s numerus clausus (gquota) hes been established
in the army."

wGeneral Lascroux, high commander of the troops in Morocco," he added, "ordered
that the number of Jews in the ¥Znd army medical corps could not exceed three

per cent of the total nucber of men in that corps. The number of Jewlsh physicians
and pharmscists in the troops stetioned in Moroceo must be maintained at three

per cent of the total medical personnels
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APPENDICES III
cas The historieal background.

In order to understand the attitude of the Fremch govermment which
in 1870 emancipated Algerian matives of Jewish faith, a few words about the
citizenship of the Jews in France may be in order. Shortly before the Frensh
revolution, a oall for emancipation of the Jews of France was raised by
several liberals, particularly by Count Marabeau and the Abbe Gregoira. In
1790, the Jews of Aviguon and gordeaux who were of Spanish origin and who
already enjoysd full oivil reights, were made citizens of France. This
citizenship was extended by the Asgsembles Constitutionnelle on September 27,
1791, to the entire Jewish population of France. In 1806, Napoleon gummonad
an Assembly of Jewish notables to determine whether the obsarvance of Jewish
religious preseriptions was compatible with French gitizenship. By the Decrae
of larch 17, 1808 "reglementant le oulte israelite” the citizenship of the
French Jews was confirmed. In March 1831, Judaism was put on an equal footing
with Catholicism and Protestantism as regards state support for religious imn=
stitutions. The very last vestige of special status for Jews was abolished
in 1846, when the Jewish oath "more judalco™ was declared null snd void by
the Fremoh Supreme Court. By the Cremieux Deoree, French oitizenship for
Jews was extended to the newly conguered territory of Algeria. In this
connection it is interesting to note that Jewish emencipation was initiated
by the "ancien regime," was granted in prineiple by the Fremch Revolution,
was continued by Napoleon and re-affirmed by the Bourbons, Louis Philippe,

the cecond Empire and the Third Republice
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When in 1830 French troops occupied Algeris, they were violently
opposed by the whole Moslem population, but woloomed by about 30,000 Jews
who had been oppressed by Turkish rule.

The Jowish settlement in Algoria dates back to the pro-Christian
era. During the 12th and 13th century the Moslems tried to foroe the Jews
into conversion and many of them left the country for Spain. With the
beginning of the Spanish persecution in 1391 until the final expulsion in
1492, Jews returned to Algeria where they found a seours refuge. The Turkish
goveroment in 1519 gave the Jews freedom of worship and autonomous administra=
tlon.

During the 17th cenmtury, relations between Arabs and Jews were
good; the Jews mccepted the Arab language and the steady immigratiom of
Jews from Italy and South France indicated olsarly the prosperous situation
of Algerian Jewry. Only when the govermment of the Turks decayed and the
North Africlans became the most damgerous pirates the Mediterrsnean had aver
known were the Jews foroed by both Arabs and Turks alike into an inferior
position. Thettoes were established and the conviotion that it was indecent
for an Arab to have any interoourse with Jews beoame the genaral ruls.

Thus, thes Jews regarded the Fremch oocupation as liberation from
oppression, snd long before they were granted anything by the Frenoh, they
declared Aurust 6th, the day of Fremsh secupation, their mational holiday.

It was not until 1847 that the Fremoh complated paoification of the Moslem
population.

From the very moment the Fremoh occupled the gountry, Frenoh Jewry
took a great intersst in the life, the oustoms, the conditions and the local
status of their new Algerian brethren. Turkish rule had led these Algerian
Jows far away from the mode of 1ife followsd by the greatsr part of the

Jewish people who had identified themselves with the fate and history of



Furope. Thus before agcepting them into their own ranks, French Jewry had to
help Algerian Jewry accomplish a great task of assimilation - of assimilation

to the Jews as well as to the French. The Algperian Jews shared with the Moslems
an almost identlocal "personal status" that wes as much a separation from European
Jewry as from the French Nation. Therefore, the personal status of the Jews

in Algeria, did not appear to the French as typical of the Jewish people, but
rather as bad habits of a small portion of that people, obviously separated

from the larger body of its own people and somehow led astray from the path

of normal development - habite that could eaeily be corrected by the majority

of the same peopls.

The representative body of French Jewry, the Consistolre Central,
soon was given great powers for the assimilation of Algerian Jewry. The most
important matter wns to oppose the influsnce of the local Rabbi. Imn order to
overrule his power, as far back as 1842, Fresnch Jewry had won the maling that
the Mosais law was no longer to be administersd among Algerian Jews by their
own Rabbis, but by the French authorities. The Cremisux deorse was but the
last step in the story of assimilating Algerian Jewry to the status and to
the way of life of Buropean Jews. For, similtaneously with tie emancipationm,
the Parisian Consistoire Central wans given legal power to appoint Algerian
Rabbis. In addition to this nearly complete legal control of the life of their
Algerian brethren by French Jewry, the great educational work of the Alliance
Israelite Universelle assimilated those Arab-speaking Jews in a relatiwely
short time %o the French language and civilization. Thus, Algerian Jews were
changed ints trus Frenoh citizens - if Fremch citizenship is understood by
those standards that always have prevalled throughout French history: Frenmch

law and French oivilization.
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The story of the Algerian Moslems under Frenoh rule reads differently.
Alperia was the first French oolony never regarded as a mers "possession” but,
from the very begimning of the gonquest, imoorporated into the body poelitie
of France. Thus, it was divided into departments Prefecturss and Sous-Prefectures
and, though not umtil 1'371 was the Algerian General Governor put under the eivil
authority of the Minlstry of Interior, like all other Governors or Frofeots of
French departments, Algeria never was under the suthority of the Frenmoh goloninl
Office.

However, the French Govermment though taking great pains to have
French and European solonists settlod in the ocountry, and hoping for an es-
pecially repid assimilation of the iphebitante of Algeris, met with the most
seriocus setbacks.

On the one hand it was eonfronted with natives who, not mersly to
be characterized as savages, had to abandon a&n old tradition of their owns
It wee guite a serious matter to grant them ol tizenship as long as they would
not renounce their personal status, in other words, as long as they would not
declare their willingness to see jn Islam only a religious "sonfassion.” Thus,
though the French Govermmernt granted to their subjects in the imarican possessions
the right to veto, in 1846, and the same right in 1916 to the Senegalese, who
neverthaless did not renounce their perscnal status, 1t hesitated to be so
generous with the Algerian natives, who ocould not be considered bagkward
tribes, and whose assimilation had to be watohed more earefullys

On the other hand, the Fremch solonists or Fremch of foreign origin
who wero looked to by the mother country as AN SnOTMoUS asset in assimilating
the ocountry to French eivi lization turmed out to be the main obstacle in this
objesctive. They thought of themselves as & kind of master race; they violently
opposed Napoleon 111 when he deoclared: "We must convince the Arsbs that we have

not come to Alperis to oppress and expHt them, but to bring them the benefits
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of pivilization..to bring them over to our oculture. JThe natives have as equal
a right to my proteotion as the polonials, and I am &8 much the emperor of the
Arabs as of the Fremoh.” (Lettre publigue de Nepoleon 111 addresses &u Marechal
Pelissier, February 6, 1868. Quoted in G- Hanotaux, L'Histoire des oolonies
francaises. 1929-33. T. 11, Pe 344,) But the eolonials were even more
violently opposed to the Third Republic whem, in the Cremisux Deoree, it
becams evident that the French Govermment actually meant to grant oitizenship
to matives. From then on, the whole story of Algeria is the sad story of &
perpetual gonflict between the mother country appointed through the French
Govermment in Paris; om the other side we find the oolonisls, the coloniste
and officers of the Algerien administration sppointed or sleoted by the local
French oitizens. The powers of the Governor genoral decreased, becams moTe
and more theoretical - opposed a6 he WS by his own fallow-oitizens = until
the brief period of Governorship by Semetor Maurice Viclette, who was determined
to act for the good of the natives end who, in gonsaquencs, Was ousted.
{cf. his book, "LiAlgerie vivra=t-olle?", 1931). It is very eharacteristic
that this campaign against Violette was sonducted as a campaign against the
"Frencais de Frenco” &8 opposed to the "Pranceis d'Algerie.”

(of« Appendix B 11, pe36)

At the time of the promulgation of the Cremisux deoree it was quite
avident that, in Algeria, the Jewish ratiwes wers the only part of the popula=-
tion that could be trusted by Frenoe. Therefore, the paturalization = though
already deliberated under the reign of Napoleon 1171 and favored by all liberal
elements - actually wes prompted by the French defeat in the Frsneo-Prussian
wars The deoree, signed in Tours, was issued in the midst of & pational erisis,
when the French gGovermment, after the abdieation of Hapoleon 111, was afraid

of a serious rebilions in Algeria. It was of no smll importance to have
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38,000 Frenochmen more in the colony at a time when troubles obviously lay aheed.
Therefore, Cremieux was urged by Gambetta %o act as quiekly as possible; "Please
have published immediately in the Momiteur the decrees with respeot to Algeria.
It is impossible to let the Algerian delegates wait any longer."” (Quoted from

G. Hanotaux, Les colonies Franoaises; Tome 11, 38l.)



cbs The tradition of French colonlal polioies.
l« Says the ROYAL INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, London:

"iut though the titles under whioh the various parts of “verseas
France are atiached to the letropolitan country are different and

the methods of administration are equally diverse, there 18 o de=-
finite comuon polisy whieh is more important than the superficleal
differences. First place must be given to the polities of "assimie
lation" and "association". There is no centrifugal tendenoy in the
french Empire. The aim is to assimilate colonial peoples to the
Frenoh people, or, where this is not possible in more primitive com=
munities, to "assooiate" them, so that more and more the difileronce
betweon la France metropole and la France d'outromer shall be a
zeographionl difference and not a fundamental ons.ssLtf the watch=
words of the Fremch Republic = Liberto, Zgalite, Fraternits - are not
immedistely applicable, or are applicable only to a fraction of

the population, they remain the ultimate aim, however imperfectly
followed and however modified by force of ciroumstances they may be."

{(The Fremoh Colonial Empire. Inform. Dep.
Papers No. 25. London 1941)

Z+ In the seventesnth century:
Joan=baptiste COLEERT in the instructions given to the French Governer
of New France or Canada:

"The natives are to be called to a community of life with the French
so that they may ultimately make with those of us who migrate unto
Cannda, one and the same nation.”

Z. In the eighteenth century before the French Rewolution:
Fobtert Jacques TURGOT, in 1776,proposed the foundation of & "statut
de provinces alliees" in order tosbolish the old "statut de pro-
vinces sujettes".
4. The Gevolution = apart from the declaration of the Rights of Lemn: in
a decision of the Comstituent Representative Assembly in Parls in
1759, deputies from the colony of Sen Domingo were admitted.
5+ During the reign of Louis Fhilippe, after the oonquest of Algeris, a
reprosentative putlieist, A. GUILEERT:
"Il ne faut pas coloniser .. sana la fusion des reces et des interets."
("iie must not colonize .. without the fusion of races and of interests.”)

{De la solonisation du Nord de 1'Afrique. 183%.
Pe 323 ‘q_ll



6« During the French Hevolution of 15481
Minister CAVAIGHAC, in 1848, speaking about Algerian affairs:

"Le moment parait venu de realiser le voeu si souvent manife-
gte d'uns assimilation .. largement progressive."

("Ihe moment seems to have arrived for realizing the wish so
often expressed: assimilation on a large scale.")

7. Second Empire = Hegime of Napoleon III:
Napoleon called himself "the emperor as much of the Arabs as of
the Frenoch". It was he, who granted by his Senatus=Consulte of
1865 French nationality to all Algerlan natives. In the report
to the Senatus=Consulte of 1365, the "rapporteur” declared:

"Sujets hier, les Algeriens sent Francais aujourd'hul; la France
les admet dans son sein; elle les invite a devenir citoyens

et a recusillir tous les avantages, tous les droits gque notre
grande nation reserve & ses propros enfeants."

("Yesterday subjeots, today the Algerisns are French; France
admits them to her bosom; she inmvites them to become oitizens
and to svail themselves of all the advantages and of all rights
that our great nation reserves for its true children.”

(Moniteur Universel, Juillet 1865)
8. Adolphe CREMIEUX laying down his principles for a complete reform

of the sonstitution of Alzeria in 1870:

"hetruire le detestable regime militaire, fleau de notre riche
colonie et y substituer le gouvernement civil, assimiler en
un mot completement l'Algerie a la Frange."

("o destroy the hateful military regime, the ourse of our
splendid colony, and to replace it with a eivil govermment,
in & word, to assimilate Algeria completely to Frange.")

9, Third Hepublic. HOINARD, eivil Governmor General of Algeria in
1503=1911 and 1518=1519, in his report before the French Farliament:

"ciest notre devoir de prendre souci de l'amelioration du sort
des indigenes, de les amener progressivement dans la grande
famille francaise et .. d'operer la recongilistion des deux
rooes. C'est notre devoir, et o'est sussi notre interet...”

("It is our duty to see to the amelioration of the lot of the
matives and to lead them gradually into the great French family
and .. to effect the reconciliation of these two races.

This is our duty, and our interest, as well ) |



Gabriel HANOTAUX, French diplomat, famous author of "L'Histoire des

colonies francaises"”, concludes his chapter about Algeria with the

following words:

(

"NHotre but final, conformement & notre ideal d'sutrefols et de
toujours, & 1'ideal de Hichelieu et de Louis XIV aussi bien
que de la Revolution francaise, c'est la fondation d'une
France d'outremer ou revivront notre langue et notre oivi=
lisation, par la collaboration de plus en plus etroite des
indigenes avec les Francais, en un mot, par leur franoisa=
tions .. La France retrouvant dans 1'Algerie sa propre image
revivra en quelque sorte au dela de la Vediterrance."

"Oyr final aim, in @onsonance with our old and over con=

gtant ideal, with the ideal of Hichelieu and of Louls

xIV, as well as of the French Hevolution, is the foun-
dation of an OUverseas France where our language and our
oulture will take & new lease on life through the ever
closer collaboration of natives and French = in a word
France, discovering in Algeria her own image, will teke

o kind of fresh 1ife on the other side of theMediterranean.")






R0CATION OF CHELT

LONDON, Aoril 16, (JTA)=— The Fighting French here todey formulated
their opposition to Gen, Giraud's abrogetion of the Cremieux decree in an
article written by Cept. Fierre Bloch, an arDy afficer attnched to Cen, de
Genlle's herdouarters in Londom, shich will be published on Sundey in their
srgen Le Meraeillalse,

NTt is untrue to sey that tke abrogation of the Cremienx decree
has egtablighed equelity between Moslem and Jewish notives, " the article says,
"On the contrary, this abrogatisn has created an inferinr situstion for the
Jewish netive in regerd to the Moslem native, Today, several months after
the landing of the lidberators, the vositisn of Algerian Jews has become woTree,
Gen. Gireud goes further than the Viehy oovernment, By a play of words and
under the pretext of no rreial distinetion, he declares the abrogetion of
the Cremieux decree,

WThus the Jews, hit by the Vichy governmert, no longer have a po=
14tical status (which in wartime is not very important), tmt they also lose
their French status, Furthermore, tkey now find tremselves deprived of cit-
izenship, Algerian Jews who pad been subject to French civil lew for three
generations now find themselves snce more governed by their Mosaic and per-
gonal statutes., In their business Jews are now wholly dependent on the triv-
unael of the Rabbi," the article points out, adding that they have less rights
than aver before.



LONDCY ALGTEIA

LONDON, AFETL 1, (ONA)==ASSOCIATICNS OF FRENCE WAR VETERANS AYD
TUVALTDS TN GRZAT BRITATY, IT YAS LEZARNED TCDAY, EAVE "ELEGIAPHED TO
GENFRAL HOUAT GIRAUD A PROTEST ON HIS ABRCGATICN QF THE CREXIEUX LA OF
1870, UNTER #ETCE JEWS OF ALGERTA HAD BINN LATE FRENCH CITIZENS, THROUGE
GTAAUDYS ACTIAN A NUABER OF JEWISE ATRMEN FROM NORTH AFRICA WEO HAD BEEN
SECORATED FOR HERCISM IN GINERAL CFARLES DE GAULLE'S ATRFORCE AND WHOSE
PATETRS AT GRANDFATHEZAS HAD FOUGH! FOR FRANCE IN TWO WARS, SUDDENLY FOTRD
PEEVSELYES DEPRIVID OF FRoiCE NATTIONALITY, IT WAS DTSCLOSED BY AN TNFCRAED
SCURCE, JEWS30P

ONA 11 = April 1, 1943
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The abrogstlon of the Cremteux decree was one of tha flret evil
tasks of the Vichy uswpers. It is much ty be regretied that, just befaore
rensuncing offictally the Jerman laspired leogislative muddle of Viehy, Gen-
eral Glraud chose as his last official mct a renowal of the abragation of
the saze decree.

4s g Christien minlgter and a French Demgerst, I cnanot keep
sllent on this gigantic aftermath of the Dreyfus affalr, For it is thot and
nothing else, The French Hatisnal Assembly of 1371, although royalist im its
majority, did not abrogate the Cremieux decree. Iudeed Creztoux himgelf hLns
bean elactsd member of the Assembly by the Department of Alglerg, where the
Jevlask vote was, afler all, rother small. 8o that clearly there was n- 111
'111-

Zverybody imew at that tize that the mase naturelizatisn of Algerian
Jews was due o two practical reasons, One was the desire of French magistratas
to simplify the administration of justlice, made toa crzplex for them by the
rotbinical lawes which ruled tha algerian Jews, The main reason was thot French
citlzems were less numerous than other Buropeans in the colony. 3y the natu-
raligation of the Jave, the Franch nopulation incrensed at snce,

The Jews of Algeria are now third generatisn Frenchmen., They have
shown their gratefulness to the Hepu¥lic of France by woting for it, thareby
incurring the hatred of the renctisanriss, Tha sbrogation of the Cremioux
Cecres creates absurd situstions, The san of n Yemen'ts Jaw born in Algerla
will be o Fremchman, bocauss he is the son of a foreimer, but the grandson
of an Algsrian Jew why wes a Frenchman 1s something indefinlta, and unheard
of, » man whose ecivil status 'z French without civie rights,

#hat shall e do about 11 We shall protest in the name of olatn
Justice, and of the Frenck republican ideal. e shall protest In the naze of
Aight and of the Law, We shell protest becouse the Crozfeux decree of 1370
created a contract, Tke party of the second part dld ite duty for seventy
years. The party of the first part, the French Bepublic, is expected to
contime doing its share of the agreepent, We shall repeat untll we are
heard, thnt denaturalizstisn can be enacted, not by a decres of o genoral,
whose right to govern is questisnabls, But only undar dus procese of law,

(Sipned) JOHN, A.F. MAYHARD



NET 103K, april 6. (JTA)== Genersl Hear! Esnore Giraud's sbrogation
af the Cremieux law for Algeria, which has become the subject of controversy
involving the State Department, draw condemnatisn today as "an iniquity end
a ecrime agninst Fpance! from a leading Fremch scientist now in the United
States, He is Professor Francls Henr! Perrin, nrofessor of physics at the
Sorbonne in Paris and visiting professor at Columblia University, a son of
the late Jean Perrin, Nobel prize winner and one-time president of the French
Acpdomy of Sclence.

It is not possible to state in a few words all the reasons for my
indignatlon when I read in the spesch of General Girand that he had decided to
#brogate the Cremieux decree," Prof, Perrin sald in a statapent, "Firstly,
Genaral Glraud has no right, when he pretends to return to Republican legality,
to repeal gne of the gldest laws of the French Hepublic, maintained during 70
yeors by all the Hepublicen governments whataver their politiesl slant -=- a law
of great importance in the only part of France now liberated.

"Sacondly, from the point of visw of fundamsntel righta, it is 4if-
fienlt to admit that the faw Algerian Jews born before 1370 and still 1living,
to whom French citizenship had been granted by the Cremieux law comld be de-
srived of this citizenshin (except in individunl cnses as & penalty for crim-
inal mctivities,] But it ls certalnly a scendalous vislatisn of the basic laws
of the French comtitution, and indeed, of the constitulon of any eivilized
country, to deprive a group of born citizens of their citizenship —— and moat
of the French Jewe in Algeria ars now born French citizens,

"Thirdly, the word 'natlves' aspplied to Algerian Jews ls purnosely
decaltiml, The Algerisn Jews have enjoyed French citizenship for three gener-
ations, thay have been teught in French schools, they hove fought as French
soldlers during the first and second World Warse, they have fully acquired French
civilization, they speak French, they thinlc and fesl as other Frenchmen, they
ara Franch, The drgha who &2sired to keep, mastly for religlsus remsons, thelr
o0ld custome, laws and langusge, may be called matlivee; they sre the majority
in ¥aorth Arrica and the situation of the French minority will be diffienlt if
more political rights are too gqulckly extended to the Arsbs., In such a situa-
tion, to try to reduce the French groups to & still amaller minsrity is tanta=-
mount t> displacing the equilibrium dangerously.

PFsurthly, the abrogation by Giremd of the Cremieux decree, is an
iniguity and a orime agsinst France, and will ronder much more difficult the
agreement with General de Gaulle and the rocsnatruction of French unity, It
has only mean political reassns. Aside from an expression of anti-Semitism,
it is & means to get rid !mmediately of the Jews who wers elected before the
war &g members of governmentel assemblles, and to elixinate & group of electors
which in the majority sucported the liberal and mare democratic partles. Ewen
if gsome of them could recover their citizenship before the next electlon, many
would stiil be unable t- wote, and it world glve the reactisnary parties = con-
giderahle pdwvantage in a region in which they are already abnormally strong,

"Perhaps the followlng comperison may help some Americans to under-
stand the meaning of the dacislon talen by Generel Gireud: If the fear of the
slactoral influence of a Catholic group in Texes led to & law depriving of
thelr citizenship all the Americen cit!zens of Spanish origin whose ancestors
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Lad become c!itlzens when Taxns wos lategrated !nto the United 8tetas, and 1if
this law wha presented as suppressing soms racial digeriminatisn betwesn the

d Spanish Azericans and the Inilang, such a law would be similar to Lo shroge=
tlsn of the Cremlsux dscres,®

J.7.4, NEWS - April 7, 1943
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The Abrogation
of the
CREMIEUX DECREE

by
Henry Torres

HAT would be the reaction of
American public opinion if it
were to diseover that American

citizens of two or three genera-
tions' standing, with a record of having
heroically carried their country’s flag on the
battlefields of Artois and Argonne and con-
tributed at least their share o the civiliza-
tion of their motherland through their
accomplishments in art and science, had
been suddenly stripped of their American
citizenship? Would it accept as valid the
excuse offered by the perpetrator of this
arbitrary decision that such a step, directed
against a single category of citizens, had
been taken to appease Indians and Negroes,
and 1o resolve political problems which con-
cerned them?

The comparison is neither exaggerated
nor illusory, but forced by the abrogation
of the Crémieux decree on the minds of
thase who are concerned to the point of
anguish with the grave problems of French
national developments and the course of
international affairs, with the moral as well
as the political state of the world.

The abrogation of the decree was an-
nounced by General Henri Giraud in his
momentous address of March 14, 1943. To
justify his attitude, so palpably contradic-
tory to the anti-racist declarations and the
unrelenting condemnation of Vichy which
made up the essential fabric of his speech,
General Giraud claimed that the Crémicux
decree was being annulled because of his
desire to eliminate racial discrimination,
since—according to him—"the decree, at the
time of its promulgation in 1870, created a

difference between native Moslems and
Jews.” He thereby appealed to the prin-
ciples of equality and justice to support a
flagrant wrong and the infliction on a
category of French citizens of the worst of
deprivations—the deprivation of citizenship.

Let us examine the facts, the history, the
law itself, and leave further decision to the
verdict of the reader. When, in 1330,
French troops occupied Algeria, they were
received enthusiastically, as was the Amer-
ican Army 112 years later. Included in the
welcoming population were some 30,000
Jews who had suffered oppression under
Ottoman rule and who awaited the French
as liberators. August 6, 1830, the date of
the French occupation, was declared a holi-
day by the Jewish community. The pacifica-
tion of the Arabs, on the other hand, took
some ffteen years. Not until 1848 did the
new-born Republic—in the hope of con-
summating assimilation—bestow universal
suffrage on the colony, at the same time
that it became effective in France. Simul-
taneously, Algeria was made a French ter-
ritory and divided into three départements;
Algiers, Oran, and Constantine, Regard-
less of what form the home government
took, the Jewish population of Algeria was
unequivocally loyal to France. In 1841
Baron Baude, Councilor of State and Min-
ister of King Louis Philippe in North
Alrica, said of the native Algerian Jews:
“They are bound to our cause; they are
destined to serve as the vehicles for our
influence.”

In 1842 a basic change occurred in the
life of the Algerian Jews. France's moral
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and peaceful conquest prompted them to
abandon the laws and customs to which
they had clung for innumerable genera-
tions, some of which were contrary to
French cusom and law. From that time
on, France could apply to this segment of
Algerian population her traditional colonial
policies, whose origin dated back to Jean
Baptiste Colbers, the Minister of Louis
XIV, The naturalization of the Algerian
Jews was, therefore, no more than a
taneous outgrowth of their integration into
the civil and moral laws of France. The
Arabs, on the contrary, adhered to their
own regulations, laws, and customs, among
them polygamy. They held—and this with-
out opposing the naturalization of the
Jews—that their own naosralization would
be a blow to their religion, since it would
oblige them to renounce their ancestral
laws. Against these, liberal France had no
designs, despite their incompatability with
her own maorals and oodes.

In his study of Algerian colonization, de
Baudicourt wrote, as carly as 1847, that
“the French Government has a major inter-
eit in incorporating the Algerian Jews.”
In 1864, Napoleon 111, during a trip to the
territory, officially received the Chiel Rabbi
and his consistory in the Chatean Neol at
Oran, Replying to the Rabbi's address, the
Emperor said: "1 hope that the Algerian
Jews will be French citizens.” In 1865,
the Algerian Court of Appeals declared
that the hour had come for the Jews to
attain French citizenship. Flandin, Coun-
cilor of State in 1869, reporting to the
Senate on June 22 of that year, recalled that
the native Jews of Algeria had “voluntarily
enlisted in the military ranks of their
liberators. They have shown themselves 1o
be grateful, and were among the most illus-
trious officers in the African Command.
Let the Senate remember that there is not
a witness who will not attest to the [act
that whenever the occasion demanded, the
Jews rendered valuable services.”

Napoleon 111 asked his Council of State
to prepare a law which would collectively
naturalize the Jews of Algeria. The Arals,
on the other hand, were to receive the
benefits of a Senatus Conmulte of 1865,
which established the followi [
“The native Moslem is l’r:ﬂ:illt.1II Wm
less, he is to remain subject 10 Moilem law,

406

He may ask for the rights of French citizen-
ship, in which case he will be subject o the
civil and political laws of France.”

From 1865 w 1869, the General Coun-
cily of the three départements of Algeria,
at every annual lne:hu. reaffirmed that
“considering the numerous evidences of
their patriotism and their services, the na-
tive Jews unquestionably merit that French
citizenship be bestowed on them without

- delay.” On March 7, 1870, several weeks

before the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian
War, Count de Hon, speaking in the Im-

ial Parliament, demanded that the
rights of citirenship be granted 1o the Jews
in recognition of their services. According
w Millot, Prolessor of Law at the Univer-
sity of Algiers, in his siudy of Algerian
legislation, "Prime Minister Emile Ollivier
would probably have achieved the reform
which made French citizens of the Algerian
Jews, had not the events of 1870 brought
his fall, together with that of the Empire.
It was the subsequent passage by the Gov.
ernment of National Defense of the law
better known as the Crémieux decree, which
effecved the reform.  History shows that the
Covernment of National Defense did no
more than effectuate a project prepared
previously by the Imperial Government,”

Omne of the co-authors of the law named
after Crémieux—Leon Gambetta, a member
of the Government of National Defense,
and the incarnation—in 1870—of his coun-
ury's spirit and will to resist, always vaunted
his share of responsibility in the ace, which
he said was passed “to maintain order in
the colony, and becauwse of which grave
disorders were prevented or quelled.”

The Crémizux decree declared thar “the
native Jews of the three départements of
Algeria are French citirens, Consequently,
their property and personal rights are from
the day of the promulgation of the
present decree under the jurisdiction of
French law; all rights acquired prior to this
date remain inviolable.” After the jsuance
of the decree elevating them to the dignity
of Fremch citizens, the Algerian Jews be-
came so thoroughly a part of the French
people that until 140 and the establish-
ment of the vamal Vichy Government,
no one dared dispute their political and
civic equality.

From 1870 on, a company of Algerian




Jewish sharpshooters maintained a brilliant
military record. In 1914, Jewn
one-fourth of the Zouaves;

and in the Battle of the Marme, as has been
pointed out by Maurice Barrés, the great
French Catholic writer, the Jewish Zouaves
icipated with the 45th Division in the
ic stand at Meaux, where
Gallieni unleashed his decisive offensive.
In 1939-1940, Algerian Jews formed an
important contingent of shock troops, and
became lamous for their ad
ﬁl;hlint On May 9, 1938, at the anniver-
gary oc bration of the Batile of Carency,
Rivollet, leader of the Conféderation
Nationale des Ancitns Combattants and
onctime Minister for Military Pensions
(he later disgraced himsell through  his
ignominious collaboration with the pro-
s of the “new order”} paid this
tribute: “Although the Jewish population
of France and Algeria barely totaled 169,
000, and about 35,000 Jewish soldicrs were
mobilied at the beginning of the war,
6,500 fell on the field of honor.” As to the
role played by Algerian Jews in the devel-
t of French influence in Algeria and
their contributions to French civilization,
the name of Professor Fernand Widal, in-
ternationally famous physician and scien-
dst, s sufficient illustration.

(GENERAL GIRAUD did nothing les
than deprive these people ol French citizen-
ship, imitating Vichy, which considered its
deed indispensable to the policy of subor-
dination to the Reich. Vichy twice abro-
gated the Crémieux decree, onee in the law
of Oictober 7, 1940, promulgated under the
authority and responsibility of Peyroulon
{then Minister of the Interior for Péain),
and again in the law of February 18, 1942,
Pétain, then Giraud, bevween whom Pey-
routon i the link, thus withdrew the rights
of citizenship from the handful of surviving
ews who were the original bencficiarics of
the 78-year-old decrec, as well a3 from the
$4.000 male descendants of the ariginal
heneliciaries whe are no longer alive.

In either case, the abrogation of the
Crémicux decree, through its victims, is a
blow at onc of the organic laws of French
justice, a law so important that it was in-

in Chapter 1, Article 2 of the
French Civil Code; “A law is applicable
mlrhmmwu:umhmnfhw
a retactive ellect.” The principle of the

thousand
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absolute rule, common to all coun-

tries where justice is founded on
for the human being, has for it nhg.
according to the French jurist Planiol, “the
guarantee of security for citizens, who de-
mand that their rights, their fortunes, their
property, and the consequences of
d:irlmlndollhthlmmfmbcntr-
guarded from jeopardy, or sup-
pression by the whim of » legislator.”

In abrogating the Crémicux decree, Gen-
eral Giraud, following Marshal Pétain, re-
troactively deprived the Algerian Jews of
the benehts of nateralization specifically
pnuddmmﬂcmhnﬂ. 1870; he
nqulllrd.rpl‘imd.nﬂlhﬂelholnddied
since that date, including those who fell on
the field of baule. Against this sacrilege 1
offer only onc witness: the ossuary at
Dousumont where thousands of Algerian
Jews e in their French uniforms.

But it is not only that General Girand
violated the principle of pon-Tetroactivity
in law to strip the heroes of the Mame and
the martyrs of Verdun of their French
citizenship. The 44,000 descendants of the
beneficiaries of the Crémieux decree (1 give
the official figure), the children, grand-
-grandchildren of the
native Algerian Jews of 1870, who were col-
lectively naturalized by the Government ol
National Delense, are today French not be-
cause of the effect of this paturalization,
but by all that is signified in “nés d'un
Frangais en France” (born of French parents
in France), as stated in the naruralizrion
law of August 10, 1927, with specific rel-
erence to Algeria in Article 15, In violating
ihe sacred rule of non-retroactivity in law
and wresting  French  eitizenship from
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ol the Nuremberg Laws enforoed in Nari
Germany and in the regions occupied or
contralled by the Reich o wan the law
promulgated by the Government of Vichy.

Does General Giraud consider Article
ol the Civil Code, which is the very charier
af our system of justice, and the naturalis.
tiom law of 1927, which s the sandsrd of
French citisenship, as mere srapn of paper?
What right has General Giraud, by abiro-
gating the Crémieux decree of his own
accard, 1o repeat one of the most dhamebes
illegalities perpetrated by the Vichy Gas
emment under German presure, when in
his speech of March M he declared so
precisely that he considered al) Vichy begis-
lation utterly vodd and fnvalid because i
lacked popalar comsent? From what leyal
authority docs General Giraud derive the
pawer to abrogate and replsce a Republican
law for the nation, which alone has the
right to alier iis decisions? Does Ceeneral
Giraud, like Marshal Pétain, want to bnlect
Frepch public law with discrimination be
tween Jews and non-Jews. in vialaton ol
the Declaration of the Rights al Man, that
“law of laws,” which states in its firse article
that "men are born and live free and equal
before the law,” and in Article 16, “any
society in which a guarantes of rights fs not
amured . . . has no comstitution,”

These are the four fuestions which |
submit to the sellappointed apologiss for
General Giraud, found {n the United Stanes
amang the semi-Vichyite emigrants as well
i mmong the renegades from the French
Communist party of the Comintern

The reasan given by General Giraud for
the abrogation of the 1870 decree—the nee-
essity of putting an end to racial discrimina
tion between Jews and Arabs, 5 sprTin
The problems affe ting the French citizen-
ship of the Arabs are absclutely independ
ent of the citieership ol the Jews: they
were always eonsidered in the light of their
own special features, involving the native
mares and beliefs 1o which the majarity of
the Arabs are faithiul, This special saius
of the Arabs, which Franch undertook [
reipect at the time of the sooupation in
1830, includes (even in the Algeria of 10-
day) palygamy, unilateral repuciation of s
wife by the hssband, forced marrizge, and
Wiccestion of the male line only. The con-
tradiction of these customs 1o our laws and
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morals, and thelr incompatability with the
exsreise of the full righis of French eitisen-
ship, demanded that Arabs be required o
renmince their native laws belore being
admitted to French citicenship. According
to the law of February 4, 1919, this renun.
clation is the only condition imposed an
st mative, the enly lmitation w which he
need submis before be beromes as com.
plotely French as any other son of French
sl

Liberal French legislation has assured ex-
tensive political rights e the native Alge-
riams; they elect one-fourth of the Gemneral
Councils and one-third of the Financial
Delegations, which decide on the budgets
lor the three départements, Yes certain
members of the French Parliament, jpar:
ticularly these representing Socialist par
thes, wanted the Republic o be even more
generows,  Consequently, they proposed
that the Arabs be endowed with comiplete
political righas, either through an ebeciaral
college of their awn or joimily with other
French citizens, and yet be allowed 1o retain
their special laws. These parliamentarians
based their demand on the herolsm of the
Algerian sharpshooters in 19]4—a heroism
that prompeed Georges Clémencean and
Gearges Levgues, in § communication wd-
dressed to the President of the Council on
Newember 25, 1915, 1o ask thar ‘the natives
be aifered e advantages of a new naturali-
fation law, which would mot fnvolve the
renunciation of their own regulations,”

On December 30, 1956, Léon Blum, then
President of the Councl, and Maurice
Violette, ane-time governor of Algeria,
made public a plan whose symbalic signil-
lcance would have far outwelghed j1s fm.
mediate efficacy, The Plan would have
clevated 10 French citizenship some 27,000
natives whose civic competence had already
been tested, withow imposing on them any
obligation 10 renounce their epecial laws
This plan was eventually rejecied by Par-
liament. In relissing 1o take this fire step
toward collective nataralimtion of the
Arabs, Parliament acceded 1o the impor-
tunate warnings received on February 8,
1936, from the Federation of Mavors and
Deputies of Algeria. A unfanimous resol-
tion was adopeed by the Federation threat.
ening mass resignations if Parlia ment passed
a law “detrimental 1o the future of France

L



.. . the granting of [ull ctizenship o na-
tive Moslems, of the [act that
according 1o the law of 1919, it depends
entirely on their own volition. France has
gone Turther on their behalf than on behalf
ol the native Jews."

S0 it was not the Jews, hostile 1o racism
in any form, who opposed the hopes of cer-
tain groups of natives that they could
ﬁulr: plenary French eitizenship without
forfeiting a bit of their Moslem privileges.
It was mot the Jews who stalemated the
governmental project of December 30,
1986, which will carry the name of Léon
Blum into history, just as the law of Ccto-
ber 24, 1870, carried the name of Crémicux
and the anti-Semitic laws of October, 1940,
the name of Peyrouton.

AT‘I’ER vietory is won, ft will rest with
French sovereignty, with the French Cone
stituent Assembly, o 1ake up again the
of Arab acquisition of cizenship.
To withdraw citizenship from Jews who
received it several generations ago is anly
to establish a precedent that will militae
against the Arabs themselves, and handicap
their complete  cmancipation. Leveling
downward does not constitute reform, but
ion. To be just woward one category
of cititens, it is not enough to be unjus
to another, Without offering the slightest
real satisfaction to Arab claims, the Alge
rian High Commision has fed the dema-
of a few native agitators, who prate
anti-Semitic doctrines [rom which German
propaganda alone can derive any benefhit
It is not merely arbitrary, but olten
absurd, to consider anti-Semitism in Algeria
a spontancous native movement, Colonists,
frequently newly naturalized, imporied it
under the tutelage of Edouard Drumond at
the time of the Dreylus affair in 1808, and
—after 1935—under the guidance of Jacques
Doriot and his viclous French Popular
party, vassals of the Mars, But history has
shown that anti-Jewish agitation in North
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Alrica has invariably been a screen and a
blind for antiFrench agitation. It has
shown also that in Algeria disturbances can
be allayed and religions harmony assured
by & handful of intelligent administratars,
sufficiently conscious of their duties and
wulhililin to the Republic not to con-

to or compromise with the mob, Let
the nt-dday government in Algeria be
inspired by the example ol Governor Gen-
cral Lepine, who needed only several weeks
to quict the ferment throughout Algeria.
Let the present-day government resolve not
to suecumb o blackmafl, which can endan-
ger the security of the Allies and the
integrity of the French Empire only in so
far as it is abetted by complacency or
weakness.

It is for the reader to decide whether the
abrogation of the Crémieux decree is not a
blow at law, and—above the law—at human
dignity: whether it is not a crime againa
history, a burden on the present, a porten-
tous warning for the future; whether it i
not a vestige of Vichy, a eoncession to
narism, an obeisance which cerain castes
prefer 1o make toward fascism and racism
from within the shelter of democracys
magnificent structure; whether it is not an
insensate and eruel retaliation agninst the
spirit of republicanism, toward which the
Jews are guilty only of Gdelity. 1 ask you
to judge with the uttermost objectivity and
calm, forgeiting even—in order that your
decision may be more potent—that you are
party to the debate. For an outrage against
the principles and the justice for which the
United Nations are fighting is no les an
attack on the Protestanis of Philadelphia
and the Catholics of New Orleans than it
is against the Jews of Oran or of Philippe-
ville. I ask, above all, in order that your
verdict be absolutely unbiased, that you
forget how these Algerian Jews—now de-
based by the ukase of General Giraud—
hoped for, prepared, welcomed, and served
the debarkation in Africa of American
troops, the emisaries of liberation.

—Translated by Lilky Benedict
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Why the Crémieux Decree was abrogated

HANNAH ARENDT

[Four months and seven days after American troops landed in MNorth
Africa, General Henri Giraud, French High Commissioner, declared
null and void all Vichy legislation affecting the country. The step fol-
lowed months of strong public protest in Britain and America, and
appeared to be taken with some reluctance after much explanation for
the delay. General Giraud's declaration was made in an international
broadcast on Sunday, March 14, but it was not until the next day that
the British and American public learned with considerable indignation
that they had been misled.

Easily overlooked among Giraud's pledges of adherence to the demo-
cratic principles of republican France was a brief sentence repealing
a time-honored law of the French Republic. “With the same desire to
eliminate all racial discrimination,” General Giraud had said, “the
Crémieux decree of 1870 instituting distinctions between Mohammedan
and Jewish inhabitants is abrogated.” Stripped of its diplomatic verbiage
this sentence meant, as the American press was quick to explain, that
Algerian Jews were being deprived of their citizenship in order to
appease the allegedly disgruntled Algerian Mohammedans. It com-
pletely ignored the fact that French citizenship has been available to
Muslims for over seventy years. With one stroke it relegated the entire
Algerian Jewish population to the status quo 1865! The real reasons for
this measure in the midst of a war for the freedom of all peoples lie not
in General Giraud’s explanation but rather in the traditional power-
secking of French colonial and military groups.—Tue Eprross.]

THE colonial policy of France since the days of Jean Baptiste Colbert

—and contrary to the colonial policy of other European nations—had

favored complete assimilation of the natives in its possessions. They
115
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were to be “called to a community of life with the French . . . so that they
may ultimately make with those of us who migrate unto Canada, one
and the same nation.” Such were the instructions given by Colbert in
the scventeenth century to the French Governor of New France, or
Canada. The overseas colonies were 1o become French provinces, their
inhabitants French citizens.

In spite of all the revolutionary changes in France during the last
two centuries, there marely was a ment that departed from the
general line of the principles lid down by Colbert and strongly sup-
ported by the Declaration of the Rights of Men. Algeria, however, was
the first French colony which was close enough to be directly incorpo-
rated into the body politic of France, to become an integral part of the
mather country.

Previously, in 1865, the French Government had laid down the prin-
ciples for the treatment of the native population in Algeria regarding
their citizenship and their relation to the mother country, principles thar
as far as the Muslims were concerned went unchanged until 1919, when
they were altered slightly.

The first article of the so-called Sematns-consulie of 1865, of special
importance since the abrogation of the Crémieux decree, reads as follows:

The native Muslim i a Frenchman; nevertheless, he will continoe 1o be
ruled by Muslim law. He can be admitted to the army and the navy. He can
be appainted to civil posts in Algeria. He can, upon request, be admitted to
French citizenship; but in this event he must be govemed by the civil and
political laws of France.

The second article provides the same benefits for Jewish subjects.

Neither native Jews nor native Muslims, however, showed themselves
very eager to ask for French citizenship. Nevertheless, Napoleon 1
government planned to naturalize the Jews “en hloc” in 1868, Two
years later the French Provisional Government, the "Gouvernement de
la Defense Nationale,” with Adolphe Crémicux as Minister of Justice,
executed the plans of the Second Empire by decrecing:

The native Jews of the departments of Algeria are declared French citizens,
Therefore, dating From the gation of the present decree, their real
status and personal status will be governed by French law; all rights acquired
up to this day remain inviolable. . . .

The naturalization of Algerian Jewry, which generally is regarded—
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by Friends and focs alike—as the work of Crémicux alone, had been
prompted by two reasons. One was the defeat of France in the Franco-
German War, which left French rule in North Africa seriously en-
dangered. The decree Csigned in Tours) was issued in the midst of a
national erisis—the Emperor had abdicated and part of the government
had abandoned Paris—and served as an indication that the Jews were
regarded as the only trustworthy part of the Algerian population. Indeed,
a Muslim revolt did break out in 1871, It was, therefore, of no small im-
portance 1o the government to have about 38,000 loyal Frenchmen in
the eolony at & dme when trouble obviowsly lay ahead.

The second reason lay in the fact that Jews, unlike the Muslim natives,
were closely linked to the mother country through their French brethren.
Their “personal status,” not very different from the customs of their
Arab surmoundings, did not appear 1o the French as typical of the Jewish

but rather as bad habits of a small portion of that people, some-
ow bed astray—habits that could casily be corrected by the majority of
the same people. French Jewry, represented by the Consistoire Central,
coubd assume the responsibility of overruling native rabbis and could even
give some guarantee for the rapid asimilation of Algerian Jewry. Ac
cordingly, when the decree was issed, the Parisian Consistoine wis given
legal power to appoint all Algerian rabbis. Theough the Crémieux
decree, Algerian Jewry gave up its personal status and became subject
to French law. The schoals of the Alliance Ismaélite Universelle, to-
gether with the active policy of the Consistoire, assimilated the native
Aralrspeaking Jews in a relatively short time and changed them into
loyal French citizens.

Burr enemies of the Crémicux decree soon appeared. The first 1o oppose
it formally was M. Lambere, the Minister of the Interior of the new
French Republic. His aritude, inspired by military circles, was in line
with the ition of the French colonial administration and French
calonial rs. Their resistance 1o the Crémicux decree grew largely
out of the fact that the new stamus given Algeria deprived them of much
af their power,

Algeria had been ruled by a military governor general who answered
anly 1o the Minis{g:f War and who was responsible for civil life and
military security alike. In no other part of France was military influence
so preponderant; the prefers, the whole of the chvil administration were
subject to the authority of generals. The constitution of the country was

=56=
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a kind of military dictatorship. All this was changed in 1871, when a
civil governor general was appointed by the government and
under the authority of the Ministry of Interior. Thereby, the French
Army lost the only stronghold it possessed, where it contralled civil life
and civilians.

Admiral Gueydon, who had been Governor General of Algeria from
1871 to 1873, was one of the first to blame the riots of 1871 on the
Crémieux decree; he was closely followed by General Ducrot.  Bath
gentlemen obviously had chosen to forget the earlier outhreaks in 1864,
Colonial administrators like du Bouzet and Autun soon joined this
sition. They spoke in the name of the French colonials in North Africa,
men who had never shared the views of the home government regarding
colonial politis. During their stay in Algeria they had acquired a
feeling of racial superiority that never had been known in France itself,
and they felt their economic and political position at stake if French
citizenship were granted to Algerian natives,

These French colonials became the major source of anti-Semitism in
Algeria. They were anti-native in general but became anti-Jewish when
equality was given to native Jews. Through their influence and contral,
almost the entire Algerian press in the eighties of the last century took
an anti-Jewish stand and fought against the Crémieux decree, Street
signs declared in 1882 that “all methods are good and should be used
for the extermination of the Jews by Europeans.” Edouard Drumont, a
leading agitator, expressed the hope that a campaign of French anti-
Semitism would start in Algeria, and he was not disappointed; during
the Dreyfus Affair the worst pogroms took place in Algiers (1898) and
Drumant, who could not get enough votes in the mother country, found
enough Frenchmen in Algiers to elect him 1o Parliament.

Measwnie, the French Parisment continued 1o seek a formula that
would permit the assimilation and naturalization of the other natives,
Between 1887 and 1897 numerous bills were introduced, all of them
proposing progressive naturalization of Algerian Muslims. In 1915,
Georges Clemenceau introduced a bill thar would have granted the Mus-
lims citizenship without asking them to abandon their personal status,
In 1919, when Clemenceau was Premier, an amendment to the old
Sematusconsulte was passed which provided some minor reforms but
which still insisted on individual naturalization,

The reasons for the failure of the traditional policy of assimilation in
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a country that more than any other had been organized on the model of
France are twofold. It is true that the natives did not want to re-
nounce their personal status (which permitted polygamy and the denial
of all rights to women) and that France could hardly grant them citizen-
ship under this circumstance. French civil law and the French Penal
Code have their bases in the equality of sexes, and the lslamic concept of
paternal authority is in fundamental conflict with this principle of
individual liberty. 1IF the natives, especially the fellahin, oppressed by
their “native aristocracy which rules and ts them unscrupulously,”
have not abandoned polygamy it is also partly because the woman is the
main source of " for the fellah, in fact the only one he can
afford to “hire.” Among the laborers and the intellectuals in the towns,
however, polygamy has almost disappeared,

Far more important than these customs and even more important than
the influence of the native aristocracy was the attitude of the French
colonials, which was described by the great French colonial politician
and statesman, Jules Ferry, in the following words:

It is difficult to make the European colonist understand that there exist
ﬁ]mdﬂulhmhhminnn&ﬁhmmuymddmdwnn:iuhmm
e molded according to his desires.”

These French colonials, mostly large land owners whose prosperity
depended upon cheap native labor and sympathetic government officials,
lived in perpetual conflict with the governors general appointed by the
national government in Paris. The colonists, and not the governar,
wielded the real power in Algerian affairs, for they could act through
the administration. Moreover, through the Deputies and Senators 10
the French Parliament, they could even influence the government at
home, as they did in 1924 when they forced the Chautemps govern-
ment 1o ban Arb emigration from Algeria to France in order to keep
their cheap manpower reservoir untouched.

This anti-native rule by the French colonials is possible because of
the inferior political status of the natives. Key political positions can be
held only by French citizens, while the native Muslim population is
limited to local self-administration. According to the law of 1884 (Loi
sur organisation mumicipale), natives only have the right to vote and
to be elected to the Municipal Councils of the communities. Each of the
three rian departements is represented by a Conseil General, only
ane-fourth of whose members are natives, the remainder being French

o
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citizens. The three Conseils Generaux together form a kind of local
parliament. The third important political body is the so-called Delega-
tions Financicres, which decides on the budget and taxes.. This body
is composed of 24 representatives of the French colonists Ciie., large
landowners), 24 representatives of all other French citizens, and 21
natives who are appointed by the govemnor general and usually selected
from the rich Amb landowners. The members of the Conseils Generaux
and the Delegations Financieres together with the Conseil du Gouver-
neur (a council selected and appointed by the governor from his officials)
form the Conseil Superiour.

WaiLe the national government sought the naturalization of the Arabs
and regarded the Crémicux decree as a beginning and a way 1o attract
the Arabs by the privileges it gave to its citizens, its intentions have been
frustrated during the last seventy years by the colonials, who used their
legal power to prevent naturalization of the natives. They never recog-
nized the naturalized native as a French citizen and did not allow him
to share in the rule of the country. Furthermore, the local administra-
tion has proved to be much stronger than the national government in
Paris. The governor general, its only representative, wields little real
pawer, as was most emphatically illustrated by the almost tragic case of
Maurice Vialleste (1925-27), one of the best governars Algeria ever had,
Viollette was almost ousted by his own administration because he tried
to enforce the policy of the home government.

The few citizens of Arab origin were worse off than their non-natural-
ized brethren, for—in the words of their spokesman, S. Faci—they were
“repulsed by the natives and held in contempt by the French.” In other
words, the native Muslim who applies for French citizenship is con-
Fronted with the contempt of his own people, who call him a “n'tonrmi®
Cturncoat), and the hatred and discrimination of French society and
administration. Moreover, applications for citizenship have to be filed
through various administrative channels, beginning with the Justice of
Peace. Since the documents needed, such as a birth certificate, ete., are
obtainable only from the administration or from the Muslim Municipal
Councils, which are hostile 10 any naturalization, the total number of
naturalizations granted up w0 1934 has been 1,359,

After 1919, there was hardly a year in which a new bill was not
introduced in Parliament to normalize the status of Algerian natives, and
hetween 1927 and 1937, nine such bills were discussed. Among them,
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we can distinguish three types of reforms. One called for special and
separate representation for the natives within the French Parliament,
notably in such bills as those presented by Moutet, a Socialist Deputy.
The second type of bill proposed naturalization without renunciation
of personal status. It is best represented by the proposal Viollene made
in 1931, which was also supported in 1936 by the Blum government.
The third type is represented by the proposal of Cutali (1935, who
wanted to naturalize the natives en bloc but with renunciation of
personal starus. Under this proposal natives would have the right to
reject French citizenship if they wished to retain their personal status,
However, none of these plans materialized. The only proposal ever
backed by the government, the Viollette-Blum plan, was so violently
attacked by the Algerian colonials and their representatives in Parliament
that it had to be abandoned.

Swvce the days of the Dreyfus Affair, anti-Semitic propaganda in Algeria
has never subsided. Sporadic but bloody riots eccurred in Algiers in
1898, in Oran in 1925, and in Constantine in 1934 They were not
anly tolerated by the administration and the police, but the whole atmos-
phere had been carefully prepared. Governor General Viollette, speak-
ing about Oran, declared: “The politics of M. Moalle has been exclusively
a politics of anti-Semitism.” And in 1935, Viollette Hatly told the
Senate: "If there is anti-Semitism in Algeria, be sure that it is Europeans
whao fan it."

After 1934, Nazi propaganda also made itsell strongly felt in all North
African countries. Pan-Islamic committees, organized in Syria, Egypt,
Tunis and Algeria, were directed by a central committee in Berlin which,
according to the French Senate, had at its disposal a fund of twenty
million marks. Cries of “Vive Hitler” were common in Algerian movies,
and considerable propaganda was circulated among the natives. There
is no doubt that these activities were supported by the French colonials,
who admired Hitler's racial palicy and who were only too glad to see the
violent feelings of the economically depressed and politically under-
privileged population directed against Jews rather than themselves.

The 1936 elections to the French Parliament, the last before the col-
lapse, already showed that the right wing in Algeria was much stronger
than in France proper, although the Republicans still won a majority.
But this majority was held principally because of the votes of Jews and
a number of civil servants, who subsequently were ousted by the Vichy
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regime. However, it should be remembered that pre-war party labels no
longer reflected a candidate’s true political allegiance and that sym-
pathizers with Hitler, who later became collaborationists, could be found
in all parties, from Right to Left. (Laval was a Radical Socialist, and
Fauré was a former colleague of Blum.) Therefore one need not be
surprised to learn that, although out of ten Algerian Deputies elected in
1936 only one openly belonged to an anti-Republican party, no mare
than two deputies protested against the Vichy decrees. And they be-
longed to two small Center parties.

In Algeria, at the present time, out of a total population of 7,234,084
there are 987,252 Europeans, of whom 853,209 are or were French
citizens. OF the latter, about 100,000 are Jews. (Since the separation of
State and Church, no special census is available for French countries.)
The Jews, now deprived of their citizenship, revert to the status of
natives: they have me French subjects.

Muslims today are judged by French laws and French courts in all
matters other than those covered by their personal status (marriage and
divorce, majority and minarity, succession and paternal authority), over
which Muslim law takes precedence, As French subjects (natives), how-
ever, they enjoy the same civil rights as French citizens; thus, since 1864
and in spite of personal status, natives can even become lawyers and
practice this profession under exactly the same conditions as in France.
They may represent natives or French citizens Cthough different civil
cades are applied), and they may appear before any legal court in Algeria,
either Muslim or French, for "it is the privilege of a lawyer to plead in
all courts” But the Algerian administrative system gives the natives
little representation in the decisive political bodies of the country and
deprives them of such rights as, for example, a voice in taxation.

The position of the Jews in this respect will be even worse: they will
not be reinstated to the seats they formerly held in the Conseils Generaux
of which the Vichy laws had already deprived them, for they had
been appointed or elected to them as French citizens and not as native
subjects. Thus, in the matter of taxation, for instance, they will be en-
tirely dependent upon a governmental body that not enly cannot repre-
sent them but as a matter of fact will even prove hostile to their
interests. And General Giraud has already declared that new elections
are not to be L

Thearetically speaking, Jews, like other subjects, can apply for indi-
vidual naturalization. Practically, however, their applications will be
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made impossible by an administration that is even more anti-Jewish than
anti-native and that has blocked naturalization of natives for the last
seventy years, Theoretically, abolition of the Crémieux decree will have
but lirtle effect upon the general economic life of the Jews. Indeed,
the only serious handicap—the permit necessary o enter France, which
dusing recent years was rarely granted to natives—does not play a role
for the time being. Practically, abrogation of the Crémieux decree
means that Jews will have no representation at all in the various political
bodics of the country and that they will be in a worse position than the
Muslims: they will not be represented at all!

Siwee Jews had no personal status but were entirely subject to French
law, they were French citizens not by privilege but by right. General
Giraud's abrogation of the Crémicux :E:m introduces into Algeria a
new criterion for French citizenship and creates a distinction between
natives and citizens that is in flagrant contradiction to all French laws,
1 all French institutions and to the whole of French colonial policy.
This distinction, sbandoning as it does the basis of French law, language,
and civilization, cannot be based upon anything else than racial origin.

IF General Giraud, instead of abolishing the Crémicux decree, had
extended French citizenship to all natives prepared to accept French civil
law and to renounce personal status (as was proposed by Cuntoli in
1935), it might have been dubious whether under the present circum-
stances he had any legal right to make such a constitutional change. But,
at Jeast, he would have acted according to the standards of traditional
French colonial policies, and he would have put into effect a law which
had been discussed time and again before the Parliament. The possi-
bility of repealing the Crémieux decree, however, had not been men-
tioned in Parliament for more than forty years.

General Giraud pretends to have nullified the Crémicux decree
bhecause it caused inequality among the natives and gave a privileged
position to the Jews. Actually, he has acted as an agent of those French
colonials who always wanted to bring under their 'J‘?cmrmhip" the only
part of the Algerian population that so far had escaped their arbitrary
and selfish rule. The French colonials, in other words, took advantage
of France's defeat and of their freedom from the control of the mother
country in order to introduce into Algeria a measure which they would
never have been able to obtain through legal channels.
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NET YORX, april 23, (JTA)=- The Ecole Libre des Hautes Etudes, a
French institution of higher learning in the United States, lesued a statement
today criticizing as Munjust," ¥profoundly regrettable” and "esntrary to all
the traditions of French law® the deprivatisn of eitigzenshin of 100,000 French
Jews in Algerla, Frofessor Jacques laritain, noted French author and philosopher,
formerly of the Catholic Institute of Pnris, signed the statement as preeident
of the Ecols Llbre,

Witheut naming Gensrnl Henri Giraund, and painting out that the Ee-le
Litre "remains outside of political viclesitudes,” the dsclaration analyzed
Girpud's abrogation last momth of the Cremieux decree of 1870 by virtue of
vhich the Jawish population in Algeria has held cltizenshin, It pointed out
that the Jews offected by Girand's actisn Yars French becmusge they are the sons
of Frenchwen," Gireud is high commiesioner of French N,rth Africa, under Anglo-
Amarican military jurlsdiction,

The text of the statement of the Beole Libre des Houtes Etudee fallows:

"The Ecole Libre des Hautes Etudes is an imstitution of higher learning
end of disinterested reeearch which, by its very aims, remains outside of psliti-
cel vicissitudes., Yet, precisely becsuse it endenvors to perpstuate the traditions
of Fremch eultura, of the French spirit, and partieulerly of French law, thas
Ecole Libre has felt it its duly to give an impartial and objactive opinion on
& quastion which is currently dividing public opinioni that of the ehrogation
of the Cremieux law in dlgeria, The Ecole Libre believas that the followlng
statements are of a nature to enlighten the public mind,

"I, It ie a profoundly regrettable contradiction that a law of the
French Republic should bave been 'asbrogated' at the very same moment when Al-
geria solemnly proclaimed its return to the laws of the Republie.

"I1. This abrogation is unjust in iteell and 13 caontrary to all the
traditions of Trench law, becaucel

"a,) It penalizes retrsactively persons who are in no wise
guilty of any offence, and thus infringes uron the principle of non-ratroac-
tion of lawe which in all civilized countries is the very safepuard af ac-
mired rights.

"b.)} It deprives of their citizenship men who are French by
birth. For the Cremleux decree was applied ot a sgecific moment: in 1870-71,
At that moment all native=born Jews who, within a short space of time, ful-
filled the necessary formalities, beceme French citigens by virtue of the
Cremlieux decres, thus sbandoning thelr rights under their personal status and
submitting to French eivil law. Since then, their children have been French,
naot through application of this law, tut because they were born of French
perents, The sne hundred thousand men who were deprived by Vichy and who are
now again deprived of French citizenship d14 not themsslves bemefit by the
Cromleux decroet it is their fothers and grandfathers who 8o benefitted,
They thamselvas are French because they are sons of Frenchmen,

"s,) In madern legislative practice, the withdrawal of citi-
zenshio rightes is & vory serious penalty meted out ts nationals who have com=-
mitted the crime of espionage or treassn, 48 a result of the abrogation of
the Cremieux law, a whole category of citizens find themselves thus penalized
for the sole renson of belng Jewlgh = & sanction which is without precedent

except under raclet law,
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"II1, The normal wey to rezedy the unecusl trestment of which Algerian
Arcbe may be comolasining, ls vrogreselvely to lepd to Frenchk citizenchip those
5f them who will have proved thelr sincere desire to bocome a part of the
Trench esmmunitv, In the frce of the dangerous excitatioms of Germen propa-
ganda, it is not by depriving the Jews of their rights that the Moslem popules
t1-n srould be protected agalnst thls propagende, tut by glving to the Arabs
sf Algeris the assursnce tbnt the day the French pesole i able to expreees lis
will, their las*+imate claims will be firmly defended, oravided they will have
layally eocpersted towards victory over the enemy.

W1V, The exceptional ciroumstences crected by the stste of war and by
the troubled situstisn in Narth Africa forbid the t.u.rn!r? of any ovrotest, even
legitizate, lats an cccasion for agltatlon in Algerie. Iif the Jews of Algerla,
therefore, abstaiz from such agltatiom, this doee not mean that they recognige
the imvelidation of thelr rights, 4s for the Frenchmen who are the gueets of
the {ree nat'ons, 't behooves them Lo asrert the principles of justice involved
in a guecti~n which concerns pert of the natlond territory, all the while en-
deavaring ts oromote the unlon of 21l ir the struggle against the enemy and
evincing every conilience in the Unlted Zatlcns,

ny, It should elso be stoted that if patrictic duty and concern about
victary sazetimes demend the temorary acceptance of foetual situations in
which certain righte are sacrificed, nevertheless, the abrogrtion of & lewm of
the Republic without the comsent of the French vecple is and remeins by nature
en act without Juridicsl value, we belleve that the French administretion in
Algerin would fulfill & duty and honor itgelf br revoking as soon as possible
this unjust messure, Moresver, as 800n &8 Fronce hes recovered her freedom,
the provislonel sovernment of Frence will have the morsl sbligntion to declare
rull and vold the avrogetisn of the Cremieux law - sssuming that this will not
heve been Gome in the mesntime, JAnd when the sovereignty of the Fremch neonle
tg agein sble ts assert itself, we have no doudbt that the Jews of Algeria will
have their rights corroborated, at the same tize as o fair and equitable stotus
%111 hove to be found feor the Mgslem populaticn,

"I, Finally, If those who today declare themselves in faver of a
mepsure contrsry to luw, in the name of expediency, glve ac thelr resson the
unesnrl trestzent of the Arsbs - an argucent whose validity we deny, Deceuse
wnegquel trentment 1s mot remedied by an ever greater injustice - still we frel
thet sueh an argmmert deserves o be dlscussed end refuted.

"Byt if an attempt wers made to Justify the abrogation of the
Cremieux law merely as a mersgure of apvensing the ant {i=-Semitic feelings de-
veloped by Germen propagends and by the servility of the Vichy regime towerds
Yazi Germpny, suck an argucent would degerve only to be branded as unworthy of
the ~ause for which the free pecples are fighting, A precedent of this kind
remld involve the grootest dangers for the future recors truction of Burcpe
ard cannot be accepted by the humen coneclence, Anti-Semitism is the vehicle
af &l Fas!i potsons, and in no event must any concessions te made to it."
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GIRATD CRITICIZED
Fronch Bdltor Fears Trouble From Proposed Act

As a Frenchman, a republican, a Roman Catholie and a political news=—
paper zan of over thirty yeesrs' experience, I have been grestly surprised and
distressed by the announcement mede by Oeneral Glraud of hie intended revoca=
tisn of the Cremieux-Gembetta dscres, signed by the Government of National De=
fengs on Qct., 24, 1870,

1 carnot believe that General Girsud, whose career and personality
have alwaye won =y recpect, can understand fvlly the mesning of this unprece-
danted move.

The 1370 decres was endorsed in the following years by all the gov-
srrments of republicen ¥rence. It wes also approved by the Loglem authorities
sf Algerit, becsuse all Arebe and Moslems were glven the right to become French
citizens on the same level, if and when they wanted to accept the lews of France.

The pecple who will lose thelr nellionallty by Ganeral Girsul's rev-
seotian ars not naturelized Frenchmen but citizens born on French territory of
Franch parents and grendperents.

Dishecrtening Aspect

However, enother aspect of thisz matter 1s still more disheartening--
namely, the rensons Genersl Gireud brimgs forwer? to eupport his declelon to
roevert to & Vichy lew of Februsry, 1940, and to creste a retroactive law, for
the first time in French history, with the rurpose of depriving innocernt citi-
gens of their most sacred right,

Ag reported iy Hansem W, Beldwin of The New York Times, the reason is
thet "the Arpbe have been told for more than two yenrs through the aléd of a
powerful ememy propegenda machine that if Germany loges the wer the world will
te rmled by the Jews,"

The enezy propagnnda machine has sald the same thing over and over
sgain not only to the Arabs but to the whole world, Therefore, az the Jews
are & mimority everywhere, should they be deprived everywhere of thelr right-
ful citiremehip which they have been holding for gemerntions and centuries?

As & Frenchmen, and from a purely nationnl point of view, 1 see a
terrible danger in curtsiling the Fremch population of Algeria at such a time
as thizs by about one-fifth.

I fgil also to see how Genersl Girsmd expecte ta revive laocel councilg-=-
¢hich are electsd bodies in which Jews have been elected and for which Jews have
voted-=1f these Jews are no longer French citizens,

Klgtake Seen

T can find only one explunction of what I think is a grest misteke on
the part of Genersl Girsud, This true and falthful soldier of France has re-
pentedly stated that he knows nothing sbout politics and laws. Eiz ldeas must
eoma from his advisers, the most immediate of whick on the Algerian guestion is
evidently Karcel Peyrouton, Governor Gemeral of Algerias, Thie gentleman's
record showe that, as Minister of the Interior af the Petaln government, he
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prooulgated and aprlied for the first time in French history racisl and diecrim-
iratlion lawe on the order of the Naz! conquerors,

As long as such men ac Feyrouton and the rest of the Viehy officials
surround Gemersl Glrend all steps taken by him towar? unity of Frenchmen and
return to democratie prineinlss and the coordinated -ursvit of the war by all
Frenchmen will be grovely impaired, 411 suspicione of the firal ohjectives
wonld be Justified,

Emile Pure, Editor of the Fremch mwspsper L'Orire, Jew York, March 24, 1943,

Letter to the Bditor of the New York Timee, Kerch 28, 1843
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London, Apr. 27==The French ¥ationel Committee of Gem. ce Gemlle has
troker itz silence on the revocation of the (remieux decree in & vigorous state-
ment guesti-ning the right of any mthority--in this cnce, Gen. Glreud--to toke
guck acti-n, and affirming the Fighting French vlew that the peorles of French
territory must achieve eguality by "levelling urmerds, " not downwerde,

Since there has been some dispute about the accuracy of the transle~
tisn of certein documents in the current French controvarsy, tka Netfcnal Com=
mittenls statement follows in a litersl trenslationt

"The Hati-nzl Committee telkes the stond of integrasl respect for
repubtlican legnlity. It bas ro-gstehliched the laws of the republic iz all of
the territsries freed aince 1240 from the hands of the emexy. It cenrot,
therefare, anssocliete itself with a mensure which denies to a catepory of
Frenchmen the rights that the republic geve them,

%; I:‘Eéﬂ P“‘ 23 E_;!i on 21" Janrs

"The vure and simrle sbrogetion of the Cresteux decree deprives the
nntive Algsrien Jews, even certein categories exempted by Vichy, such as the
ser veterons, of their politienl end civil righte.

™be supprescicn of these rights effects the reevlt of submitting the
Jewe, agrinst their will, to the Mosalc lawe and of taking avey from them the
srotection of the French clvil laws giich they have enjoyed for three quarters
af a century.

"Eauslity between the netiwves of A geris-iussulmans ar Jewg==rannot
e concelved as a demotive levelling, Only a grest ameliorstionm of the legel
gtatue of all the natives of algeria, and a ravigion in a libersl zemsze of the
cttritmtisn of po1itiesl rights oon allow its raalization.”

az I'II"EI"."""HI

The shove text is especizlly interesting becanuse tha Fighting Srench
=meke the point that the unccnstitutionality and the 1llegelity of the Tichy
govarnment are matters of fret and of law, which must be simply affirmed. In
ather worde, nobody hes the right tc decide that all or part of the vold leg-
jelstion enected by Vichy decrees shell be retained,

De Gaulls belleves snly in a liberal revision of the stetutes covering
the rights of Algerisn atives, One wey in which this might be achieved was
regrmmended in 1330 by Fremlsr Elum end Senator Tisllette, in a bill which
would have extended French cltizenghip to s many Yoelems as there were Jews
affacted by the Cremieux decree—=orlginally about 3C,000.

o L + 8
Thisz bill also wonld have ensbled ell loyal knpslems to actuire
citizenghip without loslng thelr personsl stetus, But it was blocked by Fremch

rightigts and Algerian soloniste=-=the vary pecple whe are now srotesting that
the Mosleme would recent the resteration to Jewe of their legel rights,

Specizl Csble to the Post - Anril 27, 1343



YEW YOTE, May 2, (JTA)=— The sbrogntlon by Gen. Giraud of the
Cremieux Decres wa:z condemned here at a Hound Teble on Nprth African problems
held by the Ecole Litre d=s Hautes Etudes, a Fremch univereity affiliated with
the Hew Schosl for Soclal Hesearch,

Jacques liritein, poted Catholic philosonher, in coumenting on the
sbrogation of the Cremieux Decree and on the situatisn of the Jews in Horth
Africa, pointed out that Gen, Giraud's sbrogation of the decree was possiltly
an evifence of the anti=Semitlc feelings remalning in North Afries, He ex-
pressed coneern over the danger that the anti-Jewlsh principles and practices
woich are now en®orced in Harth Africa may be followed as & general line in
the reconstructisn of France.

Paul Jacsh, & prominent lamysr in pre-war France, declarad thet the
revacatisn of the citizenshin of anative Algerian Jews was as ridiculous as if
the Unlted S'ates were to declare that since the Indians living in Texas were
not zrented cltizenshin when that state was annexed by the United States and
tha Mexicen residents were, the only way of remedying that situatlon would be
to reduce the degesndants of thoss Mexieans to the present status of the Indians,
who may now epnly for citizenship as individuals but do not recalve it
autzmatically,

Kr, Easul Aglisn, one of the Flghting French leaders in this country,
sttocked the legality of all constitutisnal measures taken eince the dlsrustion
of the French perlisment, &e pointed out that in all territories under the
directisn of Genersl de Gaulle, the Frenmch Republican laws had been maintained
or re-sstablished and pointed to Syria where despite strong anti-Semitie orop-
agrnds, the applicatisn of Aepublican lewe had not pet with any difficulty,

He enphasized that such an expsrience was in sbsolute contradictlion fo the
present situation in Horth Afriea,

Ansther specker, EHemrl Gregoire, recelled the history of the Cremisux

decree, He explained how long before the liberal Empire of 1865 there wns a
lar giving all rights to the Jews of Africa with the one exception that they
23uld only become French citizens individually, Ugon the advice of Cremzienx,
the most competent auth-rity on African questisns at that time, a decres was
vassed changing this lengthy srocedure, which decree has been comsidered one

of the basic lews of France. The actisn taken by Giraud in this respect ls an
attemst to vislate the French Hepublicen prineiples, Mr., Gragoire sald,

John Maynsrd discussed the respective situatisn of Jems ard L,slems
in Lsrth Africe. EHe explained how the two groups had statutes of their swn
wuich esuld nst be compared because of their partiemlar religious and legel
standpoints and therefore oprosed the idea that the abrogation of a law fa=
voring the Jows would benefit the kioslems,

Dr. Alvin Johnson, president of the New School for Socisl Haesearch,
who presided at the Round Teble, concluded by thanidng the speakers and ex=
pressing his convicticn that the French Reputlic had never censed to exist
and was 1n no posgihle danger of dying.

J.T.A, NEWS = May 3, 1543
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GIRAUD RULIMG O JEWS FOEMS ALGERIAN PUZZLE

In ¥Name of Equality the Oeneral Left More Than 100,000 Former Citizens Of
France Disenfranchised

Washington Quiet On Subject

The occupation of French Nortk Arrica by United States and Briticsh
troops has been followed by a serles of political complexities, of which a grest
deal haz been heard, The prize complexity has been suprplied bty Gencral Girmmd
in his orders conecerning the Alperian Jews,

Lagt Sunday Oenersl Gireud mede & speech which was generally lntended
to mark hie raleing from Algeris the decrees of Vichy issued, if not at ths
behest of CGermany, at lesst along the lines of Hitler governmental philoeophy.
The announcements by the General were heiled as sealing his departure from
the German-dominated regulatisne which the collaborationists of France had
promulgated for all of France and her colonies. His speech was at first glance
accepted for whet it arveared to be,

With great emphasis he announced that the decrees of Tichy of June,
1541, were wired out so fer as Neorth Agfriecs in general wee concernsd, These
decraes were those which imposed upon all of France, including Algeria, the
Laval rewrite of the Muremberg laws ageinst the Jews, depriving them of cltizen=
shir and other privilegee belonging to French cltizers, It sesmed falr to as-
sume at firet glance that the General thereby intended to restore to Jews in
Algeria the rights of citizernshir which Vichy had canceled., BSuch was tke ini-
tial lmpression from the speeck of the General,

The Cremieux Decree

Hoywever, there was in General Giraund's speeck a pnssage which at
first pacsed almost unroticed, He ammounced that the Cremleux decree of 1870
wat abolished Ir effect, Ee said thet he toock this step to abolish discrimina=-
tion between the Jews and the Arebs of Adlgeric.

This annovncement merits some analyeis, In the first olece, what
was the Cremieux decree? This decree provided that the Algerisn Jews became
in & bedy Fremch clitizens forthwith and that the Arabe of Algeria covld apnly for
French citizenship, 1t being understood that their apulicatisn met contain
e statement that they accepted the French Civil Code,

But the Frenck Civil Code contains provisisns im spposition to the
Korenie Code of the lUsslem Arsbe, The two most important poimts were that an
Arab apnlying for French citizenshin must agree to forsake polygemy and to
agree to the righte of women in inheritance, somsthing denied by the Eoranie
laws., The resvlt has been that since 1870 only a handful of Arabs bave taken
the necesesary steps to becsme French eltizens, wheress the Algerian Jews have

teen French cltizens,

If Ggnersl Gireud hed repenlad the Vichy decrees of 1941 and let it
go at that, he wonld heave restored citizenship to the Algerian Jews, Then
things would hnve been just as before Laval and company oped the laws of
Hitlar, PFut in revoking the Cremieux decree, at the moment when he revoked
the decrses of Vichy, he left the Algerian Jews Just exactly where they wera
under the Vichy decrees, which is to say, without French citlzemship,

e e
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Status of the Arabs

The General said that the purpoee of his ruling was to wipe out the
inequality between the Jews and the Arabs of Algeria, It is possible to under=-
stand that he would wish to make a gesturs toward the Arabs, who form an lmpor=-
tant part of the forces fighting under his command, But, in fact, what 444 hs
de for the Arabs?! Now, to become French citiszens they must, as before, agree
to accept the Frenmch Civil Code, In that respect their righte to French citi=-
zenship rests on the same premises as before, It im thus very difficult to
see that General Girsud did anything for the Arabs, In the past seventy years
they have not elected in any considerable numbers to fallow the route to French
eitizenship, which bhas not been alterod by the actisn of the General,

Now since the Cremieux decres did not apply to Jews native of France
or to Jews from other Burspean countries living in Algeris, but only to Jews
native of Algeria, it may be assumed that his new regulation aprlies to the
same Jews, Thelr aumber le placed at about 110,000, The General's action ap-
pears to deprive of citizenship these Jews who would have become again French
citizens had he repealed simply the Tichy laws of 1941 without elabsration,

It 1s understood that his ruling permits these 110,000 Jews to apply
again for French citizensghip under the same thesretical conditions as the Arabs.
It is said that this may be done under regulations to be promlgated, It will
therefore be in order t2 pay attentisn to these regulations,

Hhet jiag the Purpogef

Fresuming that the way will be opened for the Algerian Jews to regain
their citizenship, 1t 1s extremsly diffieunlt to understand juat what General
Gilrand was seeking to mccomplish, It seems safe to take for granted that ha
has no idea that all the 6,000,000 Arabs in Algeria would become citigens, If
g0, the French control over the three departments of Algerla would go a=glim=
mering ot the first election. The French population is lsss than 1,000,000,
Therefore, it would appear that the net result of the General's mew rule is to
danrive more than 100,000 Algerian Jews of their French citizenship at least
temporarily,

Under these conditions it seems falr to msk what he was trying to
do. It 1e mlaeo fair to esk whether the State Department, or its agents in
Worth Africa, saw the Guneral's speech before it was delivered., ind if they
did, what did they think he was trying to attain?

Questions directed at the State Department in Weshington have not
brought very complete or satisfnctory explanations, In fact, there has been
no effort to explain Girsud's action in taking away cltizenshlp from the Al-
gerien Jews in & speach whichwms presumed to ineorporate a pro-democratic
mave toward restoring to Nyrth Africa the principles which form the basis of
the platform of the United Nations.

Explanstions Called For

How, as 1s well known, the de Gaullists have brought against the
Giraud regime the charge that it is not democratic. They have protested
against the possibility that in the period which must follow the evacuatisn
of France by the Germans and a free slectlon there is the danger thet the
army of Giraud may be in control, They charge that he is not truly demo-
eratic end that thers is danger that he will not suppress the oro-Gearman
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press end the lacal eollshorationist leaders in a fashli-n which will leave
the French nesule frese to gpesk their minds as to the future government of

the country.

Aamitting that in some respects Cenerel de Gaulle hae not shown
himself t> be as sur-le as might be deeired, admitt ing also that he has not
shown that desire to comprozise with General Giraud whick the leaders of the

United Nutions desired, it is by the same token unfortunate that Genersl Giraud

he: made a gesture sgoinst the Algerian Jers which hae so far certainly re-
pained without satisfactory explanstionm,

The gnly exslamatisn furthesming has been that gup-lied in his
speech of last Sunday that he wiched Lo suppress inequality between the Jows
and the A-2bs of Algeria, In view of the record, that explanati-n is not
complete, In fact, it leaves a lot to be desired. I+ seems dontly unfortu-
nate that &t & time when Washington and London are trying to work toward
Trench unity General Giraud has token a step which, with all fairness, does

not appear to be above suspielon,

Article by Zdwin L, James - New York Times = Karch 21, 1343
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