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Eu 
Ur. Atherton: 

With regard to the laat catego:r7 
or communications contained in th1a 
tile# naael7# the COII'III!Jnicat10n8 
claaa1t1ed under the headiDS ot "Re
lease or political priaonara in North 
Africa" it ace .. t o ae tha- it 1a 
bi(;b.ly !utrable tor tha s tate De
partment t o reply to all or tbeae 
oo~cationa g1YinG the true tacta. 
I requeat that 70u make tbe necea
• ArT ar rangeaenta a o that eommunloa
tiona or thl a kind be r outed tl"ca now 
on to your Dl viaion tor tbe purpose 
indicated. 

I aee not bing to be gained tl"oa 
the standpoint or the interest ot 
thia Oover!'1llent by having the Depart 
ment of State permit the erroneou. 
beliet to continue that there are 
25 to 501 000 political pr1aonara 
atill l ooked up in jail in North 
Atrica. 
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