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May 17, 1943

Eu
¥r. Atherton:

With regard to the last category
of communications contained in this
file, namely, the communications
classified under the heading of "Re=-
lease of political prisoners in North
Africa", it scems to me that it is
highly desirable for the State De-
pertment to reply to all of these
communications giving the true facts.
I request that you make the neces-
sary arrangements so that communlica-
tions of this kind be routed from now
on to your Division for the purpose
indicated.

T see nothing to be galned from
the standpoint of the interest of
this Goverrment by having the Depart-
ment of State permit the erroneous
belief to continue that there are
25 to 50,000 political prisoners
still locked up in jail in North
Afrleca,
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