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New VOAK 

April 13 1943 

Hon. Sumner Welles , 
Under Secretary of State, 
Washington , D. c. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

You might like to refer the enclosed 

document to the proposed committee at-

tending the Bermuda conference , which 

has just come to me f r om Ur. M. Lewis. 

Ve ry sincerely , 

m 



lo!r. Taylor : 

This is a n 
of the Jewish 
Heights . 

April 12 194J 

_,,-_ ... _ .. , ·co lly 
ambitioua--and~extravagant--plan for •the Solution 
Problem, • by U. Lewi s , 34-58 74th St., Ja ckson 

He starts his paper by stating that solution of the Jewish 
problem cannot be a t ta ined by democratic propaganda and l iberal 
edu cation of the European natione, but only by mass resettle111ent;that 
Palestine possesses the greatest advantages for s uch resettle-
oent ; that an ~igration is suggested of 2,700 , 000 people to 
Palestine, increas ing the population to 4,000,000; that an addi­
tional 1 ,000,000 can be placed in agriculturan colonization 
ter ritories--making a total of J,700,000 Jews. 

The plan proposes a broad i ndustrialization of Palestine ; 
electrical power to be developed by uti l izing potential water 
po,.er of the Dead Sea, the River Jordan and the Galilee Sea . 
This necessitates creation of artificial lakes a nd other en­
gineering works. Adequate electrical power would reclaim from 
the Dead Sea potash and bromine worth JJO billion dollars l 
Electrical power would also admit of the development of iron 
a nd other ores in nearby Greek islands for use in Palestine 
indu stries . Agricultural possibilities of the country would 
be developed . The proposed reorganization of t he water system 
involves alterations in salt and in sweet water resources which 
woul d benefit agriculture and improve the fishing industry . 

The plan, it is asserted, would utilize for the industrializa­
tion or Palestine much of the surplus mechanical equipment of 
Ger111any which would otherwise be destroyed after the r.ar in 
order to prevent prepara tion for a now future war of revenge . 

It proposes that part of material and financia l reparation 
for the destruction of American shipping and the seizure of 
Jewish property be devoted to Palestine development, and that 
the mechanical development would serve as security for the in­
vestment which must be made by international help. 

Mr. Lewis•s document closes with the suggestion of Pale stine 
as the best possible location for a j unction of 5 continental 
air routes-- which he believes would also add to the development 
of the country. 

The document indicates a good deal of study and of engineering 
knowledge. No estimate of cost is s t ated, but it would un­
doubtedly be tremendous. 

II.C . F. 



:1 . Lev: is 
34-58 , 74th Street 
Jackson F.ei~hts , L . I . 

Apr il 6, 1943 

~r . ~yron o. Taylor 
St J; t e Dept . 
77ashington, D. C. 

Honor&ble Sir : 

Your sympathy with EUr ope ' s tortured J ews end your cl ear 
r e, l izetion of the danger of antisemitism for Chr istian 
Civil i zation end f r eedom of all Christian nations , ~akes 
me confident that you will give full attention to the 
enclosed study entitled "A suggestion for the Solution of 
the Jewi sh Problem" and addendums oerteinl.ng t o SFme : 

Add. l. 

Add .2 . 

Add . 3 . 
Add . 4. 
Add. 5 . 

Industriali7etion of Ptlectine - Problem of ?ros­
-:>Drtty of forty million oeople i n !:a s t-!:edi ter n neen 
?reliminary studies of Palest 1n'3 ' s '7s t er i:conomy 
e nd Settle~ent possibilities 
?os Pi bl e Resources f or Pr. l estina 1 s =e - hehilltetion 
Th<" Jel'l i s h Pal estine-country of e "}!st i onel Oepitelism" 
Palestine ' s sir ni fic ence for t he Global Air- routes 
t nd t he Suez-Canal . 

I em qu ite certain tha t you v: ill Egr ee l? ith me that the 
battl e of ~orkable and durable peece cannot be won without 
e radical s olution of the J ewish Problem. 

ML : pw 
Enc . 

Very truly yours , 

1!. L~'.'IS 
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4 SUCG!IS'UON Y!) • Th > Sv UT!Ol'l 01 'l'HE J'tUSli P!IOBLE.t! 

•the hading atat•an o! the world • a ~·o l&r&eat d .. ocraciaa b&va lone r.­
cogniaed the radical aolution or the Jedab .Problaa aa one ot the ! Wld­
aaanta on which t o bulld a peraanent peace and ! or the prevention or 
future •orld oontliota and •ara , 

lt iB uuttioiently provall. that the A.Xia pootara have u.aed the ant.l.aaaitic 
aovementa .l.n t he varia~ c ountries tor their o•n intereata and .Oat 
servi ce& 8Jltiaea~itiam rendered to Wl4era14a the moral reaist anoa ot the 
adveraariea. ~e aolutl on of the JeNiah problea auat be undertaken not 
to aava the Jewiab people trca "Bl1tr."-e.z:tinotiot. 1 but to r tJJova tbla 
t ool ot craat:injs diviaion and coc!uaion preparatory to brea.kins up of 
citiliaat1on ano to •orld conquest. !bia ala cannot ba attained by 
denocratlc prop&&anda and liberal a<lucsion of the European a&tioD¥, but 
only by oraaniaa4 aaaa reaettlaaent o! the Jawa froa varioua Juropean 
countriea . !hie eal~ration Mi ll alao contribute to dia.1n1ah aavaral 
overpopulated ra&ioDAI ~thich fora the "IUUI;,y Yf&J o£ lla\.iona" batwaen the 
linniah k )' a.nd the B&lkane, on one aide, 8Jld, tlatw .. n central and aaat 
Europe , on the other band, 

Iu c onaidaration o! the urgancJ and importance ot such a solution we 
&Udt tiret think of t oe old Je•iab Boae, Palastinu. ~a little country 
Las UW/.ll)' advllllta&·;a compared with other rat:siona o.t• count ries, 1'na 
biutor)' or tba Jewish colonization bas proved ba)'ond doubt that iu 
Pll.leatine and bo·•hare alae baa thara bean reached the hi.sbaat dai!.L'a& of 
enthuaiaaa and willin~aaa to aaorifioa. The ideals which bro~t 
JeRiah aa\ tlars to Palestine have beooaa the foundation o! their auoceaa . 
'lila Jawiah ;)lOUth bro\16ht to Palaati.ne a treJIIendoua aaount of raadlnaaa 
tor aaorifioa , aaltabna,ation and workine capacity in order to 9rapara 
the eo1aapa and atone daearta t or t oe highly developed cultivation, 'lbe 
Je•iah aat tlara are proud of their •ork and love the country iaaanaal3 , 
the country which the~ bava broU6ht to new l i te attar thou.and yaara 
of devaatation. '!bay really did a 'lfondartull Job Which ia ba1n& all.aired 
by avery nawcoaar and taken aa an axaapla. Only in Palaat1na iteal ! can 
the new iaalgranta f i nd suitable inatruotion in aocordanoa with oliaata 
and soil oon<11t1ona, baaed on ali.Peraienc .. which altb.o~ acquired under 
difficult circ\lllatanoaa, are de,Pandabla, In Palestine alOila can the 
J .. iab 1..J.poana ti.nd a faaillar aillau, Jhera their own la..Dcuaca ia 
•.Polten, people live with their ouatoaa , and in which their aoral &tr.A&tb 
and 14aallaa can poow . Onl)' there will it ba poaaibla tor thaa to r-ch 
a new avolutiOA attar a ll thoaa paraac~lona tbroU&A 'lfbicb tbay 11va4 
in · luropa. In Pal a a tina alone will tile .t.aipoanta li114 aui tabla achoola, 
hospi tala , aynacuocaa, and all the other tbin&a which baloq to their 
cultural life , 

Here in Palestine it 1a not neceaear)' to l oss ti~• by axpuriaent1~ ann 
cultivat i no virgin soil. ~o other country in the world •i~ ba able t o 
tal<a in the Jadah i.caJ.I!.L'anta as faat aa Jl&laatina and pr ovide tor thea 
in a.o adequate ·•a)' d th a relatively hi&h atand&.t'd ot liv1n{s . It 16 
RruAb t o assu~e tbat it will be aurt1cleat t o cultivate a certaln aaount 
ot land t or agricultural purposes in order to provide t or a fair st&Ddard 
of l1vi~ tor t be pi onee.t"a. r ·c io iJDport&nt t o t1 nc1 u rll.eta to sell the 
products . 



<! . 

Ha•ever, o~er 1~~a~1on territories will alao &ain in importance 
if the) will cooperate with Palestine and thvre find a garket tor their 
purely agricultural products. Those diatriota can become re~lly importan1 

it the) concentrate on &&rioul'I.UL'&l products and &&ricultural raN aateriaJ 
which through l ack of terri• ory cannot be proauce4 i n Paleatine . lnt•ough 

cooperation of industrial and &&rioutlrual economy , P¥leat1ue Rith iba 
highly i nduatrial population aud t hebe additional imal&ration dis tri cts 
will Yery well «ork together and help each other out . 

Oona1dering the part of Palestine i n tbe solution of the Je«1sb Problea, 
we auet h ere i nveatigate the question Nbdther or not Palestine •111 reall; 

be able to talte in eo lll&DJ' Jewi sh 1Durdsranta in order t o bu1lo the 
f oundation for the largest 811ligration from ~urope . 

In the enclosed article "Industrialization of Palestine - problem ot 
proaper1t: of fort~ aill ion people i n E&•t aediterranean" you will fino 
treated 1.a. detail the question aa to hoN P10leat1ne can uplo,y 4oo,ooo 
indu.trial •orkers . In th~ aecono article , "frelimi~) studies of 
Palestine' s water econoa,y and settlement posait.illtiea" you "ill f1n<1 
boN it will be possible to settle 15o, ooo farwera with 5o, ooo additional 
Norlcera, in order to vrovide food foz.· tba groNn popub.tion. The 
po$Siuil1~ ot oocupyin& 6oo , ooo peraona i L induatry and agricult ure 
~ogether , the two foUD4ation mark& of aDJ econoaic process 1n ever~ 
country , pertrlta ua to aaawne that another 6oo , ooo perao.Dd will be able 
to make a llvln~ i n various voeation.s , trade , transportation , conatruotio 

eervioe personnel an<1 finally aa employees in ~ublio aervioe, rellgio~a 
cuJ.tu. , 1n proteaaion.a , charities , etc . 'l'hia •ouJ.d 6ive u. a division 
of the population e.o.g&c,ed in connection ofith the eeonoaio atruoture of 
the ooun~y as followaG ~~. 5~ in industry, 16, 5~ in agxiculture , lo~ 

in voaation.a , 2o~ in commerce and transport, 5~ in oODatruotion, l~ 
in publi c service and tree professionu , and ~~ ram&tntnb 5~ as servants . 

'l'hia structure of the econaaic life •ill be very siailar to that o~ 
exieti1145 aaaller and lar,er countries . Jona1uer~ that for every loo 
persona c onnected with the economic life , there will be 1~5 dependent 
persona, o~~e may asswae that an approx. total of 2 , 'loo , ooo persona may 
iaaigrate . This will aea.a that in Palestine , llke in other ooun~riee, 
froa ever;, loo persons of the total population, 44 1fiil be worldne 
people &&s1u:ed o1' a aULficiently hi:..h stu oc)o rd of l1 vine.. 171 n . an 
illllligr ation of 2 , ?oo, ooo persona , alld oorusidering tho Jewish ana Non-Jelvi 

population lo04:1 eatablis.hed there , the po, ulation of Palestine ,..ill incre 
to about 4 , ooo, ooo. Ho,..ever , .l'aleatine ' s aoil can onl,y provi<1e for a par 

ot a 4 , ooo , ooo pupulation. ~e rem&iniAb easily ~ranaport.ble food and 

f odaer auat be imported, whereby additional territoriea with purely 
agr1cultural structure can be colonized. 'rheae additioD&l pure!) 
agricultural colonization territ oriee , ~hiob are in close cooperation 'Nit 

iieati ne'a economy, will provide rooa tor t he aettl e .. nt of another 
l , ooo,ooo persona . In th1a aanner , .l'aleetine will give , with its 
additional territo• iea , a poa11ibil1'1.J !or the amie.r&tiOA from Rurope 
of } , ? oo , ooo Je o~~a, and asaure a sufficiently high standard of livi~. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

o , 191.) 

: .• U.:O,(fl}ll.JU'.: ~·oa I.!H . ',/El.LE • 

I have just received the attached 

letter from Dr . 1\ebum Gold118nn in whioh 

he quotes c&bles which he tibS now 

received from Europe . 

M t.j f'CN. ~. Q.t\ :. (-
!Jyron .:; . 'l'o;;lor 



!.J.r . !..yron ~ . 'J.'uylor 
Departwent of State 
1:11 abing ton , D. C. 

Dear kr . '1'oylor: 

DR. i..AHIJI.l GOl..ll!lJANN 
.Hoosevelt Hotel 

· .. ashington , D. C. 

l.arch 24th, 191.) 

I em sure tllut you have received the telegr am which 
Dr . Stephen s . · .. 18e end Judge Proskauor sent you day before 
yesterday after a meeting or our Joint Emergency ;owmlttee . 
rhey attached to this t e legram several co=unice tions wh ich 

we have received in the last few days fran l.ondon . 

Yesterday afternoon I 1·ecei ved 11nother cable from the 
British Section of the '.lorld Jewi st& l!ongress , which is based 
on information received from the veneve office of the ~ongress . 

I em giving you the content of this cable eo Lhat you >~ltould 

have the latest information a vailable . 'l'he cable reads as 
follows : 

"Grti'.VI>Sr POSSIBU~ NEWS :<I;A,;JiiNG LOJ.DOH PAST 'io'~K SliO' ;s J.:ASSACRES 
~;o·:; JV.CHI~G Ch Tt.S l'kOP..;I;; ~~ PJ' •• TI..;Ul..A •• LY P<>I.. .. J;D l<L:.:O 
DI:l'O•ITA riOliS 8\JLGJ\,..IAJ; tlUJ..A!,L6.!. J'!::,1S /.l.ltEADY BKG\Jil :HOP 1J,..1)E 
YOU Zlr.::ltGE;'I.;.~U.Y 1'/UU. ADVANTAGE Pl<hSE!I.;E OUt< VISil'O.t (L., . Alfi'l!Or:Y 
!::DEN ) SOLIA.LY n.;."'zl!:.:>S B .. ITISH AJ.:E.U..:Atl Alfi'I!Onl'iTiSS D\J'IT 
kESPOt:SIBI:.H'Y .;or;VOIG:. m::.DIA1'ELY O'l"l'A':.A ~0Nz1:.t<!:..<.;K l<'Ou ACTION 
NOT EXPLO!t.\TION o·r'!IE .. H"oiS.. l'OO l.Ai'E ><ESI.'U:: SWGL'E J'E,/ '3TOP Wf. 
DOING .'.iJ.. FO >SIBLE BU'f EFFEC'l'IVI: /,.;'£ION &.0'.'/ !tEStS Allll!.rtJ..:A STOP 
"'E rtECEIV'ED TOLAY llE!Gl,MS (THE '.IOl<UJ JEWISH COI,GRF.SS l<El'l<ESE:N'I'M.'IVE 
IN GENEVA) FO .. LO' .. ING l.A'l'EST kEPO.iT Fz<Ol•• 26TH n.BrlUAhY T02ND 
I.:AH~H 15 , 000 JEWS llEliLIN DEPORTED n, CAHS TO \;.WPS SS OFFICERS 
OE~IDED J.U\KE B!W.I.N FRXE JYtiS BY 15TH r..AI<I.'ll S'I'OP RABI:!I BAECK 
r,...&SIDENT ~TA i'E ASSOCIATI OU GEJJ.J>J< JE,/S DEPOl<l'ED TEHEZIN STOP 
WTCH DEPOt<TATIOilS Jf.NUAt<Y 17 , 000 STOP EJ:T'M!IHNATIOUS lil:A.;Kb.D 
Pr..AA S'i'O? l.irti}R /1.J.ILD • .aiEi' A~.o"l'IOII PJut'ri.;uLruU.Y :::XChANCl! n;ws 
G~ AliD OCCUPI?.D ..;,..m,r.:ms AGl•ll•S'r Gart...ANS ALUJm ..'Ollllrt<IES 
EXCliAl'iG!: SHOULD ll!; En;.;UTE;) on BLO~X 11£.:1\USt: 5.::I.!;CPiot; I.:POSSIB::..Z. 
3 f0? A~"" ... ICf, Bl\H,\IK ShOULD SUK.I! ~OJ,.;,a;l'E l'rtOPOJALS 'l"f.rt~UCH 
PkOTZCTINC FO',.'I:ilS s•rop GUAMHTEE .liiOUIJ) BZ GIVEh IlJ)U;D!A I'El.Y 
liEUl'RALS COVD.Il'IC ,!J:.PATrtiATION •..AU<TUIANCE lti:rUGEES". 

As I s• id , this cable emanates from toe Bl'itish Section of the 
::orld Jewish Congress of which the Ma rchioness of .neading i s 
president and L:r. Silverl!ISn, Llember of l'llrliament , chairman . 

I do not know it ur . ·.a se sent you IUlother cable we received 
tltree da ys ego from the 1.011a0n Office 01' t.he J ewish Agency ror 

Palestine 
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Palestine. It reads as follows~ 

"LIC!fl'lli:DJ ( n;;;rs-n AGENCY I<EPhESEt:TA :riVE n, GEl lEVA) .:AbLES : UNDERSrAi<ID t.1.ii.BE.-{ Or JKIIS PnOBAbLY YOUNGErt GEiiElU!riON BliLGA.rtiA NO'.Y AlSO i.IENACED BY DEPORTATION POW<D STOP :;,'UGGEST YOU CONTA~T 
liD./ YOrth ~ONSIDErt APPROPRIATE MEAStrn:ES WAkNINGS (TO THE 
BIJl.GAlU.U: COV'.c.i.NliiENT ) '' . 

Barlas (the Jewish Agency representative in Istanbul) received information o , OOO Jews Bulgaria already deported Eastwards . 

I would also like to and another niece or in1'ormation . Tne "Kr&kauer Zeitung" the official Nazi organ in Poland reports that 
Fischer, Nazi Gaul eiter for Poland, has made a public statement announcing that the Jewish proolem in Poland is nearly liquidated . All this indicates how urgent it is to take immediate steps. 

'fhe suggestion roude to you in the telegr am of Raboi \'lise and Judge Proskauer t.hat America ~ond Great Britain s hould 
publicly a.nd solemnly ask Germany to let the Jews go or offer them to feed the Jews if Gerwany •;~ould stop the massacres , seem to all 
of us t he only possi ble way to ~ top the final extermination . As for t.ne beginning of deportations in Bulgaria, a warning to the Bulgarian gover~ent t.hrough diplom&t.ic chanuels may produce some effect . ,,e know tbat the Bulgurian .;overnment would be ready to let tbe Jews leave tind it. i s urgently necessary to l'ind 
immediately some refuge for them . The most natural refuge for them would be Palestine, as Bulgarian J ews could go there by rail transportat-ion via 'furkay. 

I would like to inform you l'into.ily tua~ I hall the 
opportuni t-y yesterday or talking over the oldest problems with Mr . i'iilliam Strang , Assistant Under 3eoJ.•etliry of the ,!foreign Ol'fice . He promised us too convey our suggestions to MJ.' . I:den . 

l'ie all hope that you, dear ll.r , •raylor, will have a cnanoe to discuss the problems these days ooth wi t b the State Depeu .. tment and kr . Eden and we are all looking forward to some positive decision at tohis very late moment . 

<.'Hh best greetings, 

Very sincerely yours, 



---10 , •• T ..... TI .. ·IO• A•M ...... 
'-'4 '15 ( FOl'R ) 2 '3'> ,.1G E !YORK IY 24 11.5P" 

~ YRO c TAYL~R· 

_ .. I.YFLO•ER HOTEL= ( WASH IHI'TOH ')C) ( F)" 

"E llf.VE J US T RECE IVED FRO'' RESPOI!S I RLE GOOLI P HI EI!GL A·~D T!IE 
' 

FOLL0\'1 1 NG CAllLE . !lUOTE GRAVES T POSS IDLE ll EI'IS REAC~I I NG LONDO~I PAST 

'EEl< SHO IS 11ASSACRES NOW REACIH NQ CATASTROPH IC CL I'IAX 

PA'H ICUURLY POLAND ALSO DEPOR TI\TI OHS r. uLr.AR I A,I RUIAliAil JE'IS 

~LRE#DY ~EGUII . EUROPEA Je-i'lY DISAPPEfR I Jr. HILE 110 S l' 'lLE 

OR"P" I ZED qfSCUE EASURE YET TAl<E • URGE YOU EIIERGET ICALLY TAKd 

~OVI 'TAGE PFIESEI'CE OIJFI VIS ITOR SOLE"''LY I !PRESS BR ITISH A ER ICA 1 



•" • 

·~ 

-.. ....,. ..... ~ ... _____ ...... _ ................ .__.. -·--·----------... ___ .......,.._ 
...................... ----

'UTHOR IT I ES DUTY RESPOHS i d i LITY CONVOKE 1'1'1ED IATELY OTTA~A 

COIIFEREilCE FOR ACT I 011 HOT EXPLORAT IOII OTHERW I SE TOO LATE 

RESCUE S I IIGLE J E\'1 , \'IE DO I llG ALL POSS I BLE RUT EFFECT IV E ACT I Of 

iiO\'/ RESTS A'IER ICA. \'IE RECE I VED TODAY RI EGNERS FOLLOIII NG 

LAJI"~T REPORT FRO'l 2"TH FEI'RUARY TO SECOiJD 'lARCH F I FTEEn 
THOli~Ai!D JE\'IS BERL l 'l DFPORTED 1•1 CARS TO CA' 1PS AS OFF I CERS 

DEC I DEn 'IAI<E PERL! " FREF JF; 'S RY F I FTI'E''TH ARCH . RABB I l'lACH 

P1ES I DE 'T STATE ASSOC I AT IO'l (:;ER'IMI J EJS DEPORTED TF.REZ I •. 

DUTCH DEPORTATI O'S JAUUARY SEVElTEEi' THOUSt1D. EXT E~I I IIATI ON 

REACH I ''G PEAK . URPE ALL I ED REL I EF ACTI O'l , ;.IER ICAil l'lfi iTA I .l 

SHOULD SU'3'l iT COI!CRETE PROPOSALS THROUGH PROTECT! !G POWERS 

GUARANTEE llEUTRALS SHOULD BE GI VEIJ I"I. IED I ATELY COVER I NG 

REPATRIATIOfl iiA I NTEN~NCE REFU~EES UNQUOTE . \'IE EARNESTLY URGE 
--- - - ~ 

THAT STATE DEPARnlEfH VII TH TilE HELP OF LORD H~LIFAX 'lAKE IT 
POSS I BLE FOR US TO PRESENT TO SECRE.TARY EDEr! AN EARliEST 

PERSONAL APPEAL TO FURTHER THE ATTA f ~! ENT OF THE OBJECT IV ES 

SET FORTI I 'J THE SEVERAL IE!IORANDA IH I CH V'E H.AD THE PR IVILEGE 

OF PRESENTI NG TO YOU . 'IE JOULD "'E ~DD ITI ONALLY GRATEFUL IF 

YOU WOULn HAIJE TH!: " I 'D!'ESS TO CALL THIS TO THE ATTEIH ION 0~ 
SECRETARY /ELLES . =· 

JOSEPH I PROSKAUER STEPEHEN S 1/ ISE. 

J • 
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PERSOIIAL 

MYRON C TAYLOR 

l' l 81111 0 AOWA'f' 

NCW YO IIII" 

Karch 22, 1943 

Ron. Sumner Welles , 
Under Secretary of 
Wash ing ton, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Herewith I enclose a letter from Mr . 
George L. Warren , lxeoutive Secretary of 
the President's Advisory Committee on 
Political Refugees, to which is attached 
a proposed communication for yourself 
and which it is intended that Mr . James 
G. McDonald and Mr . Warren shall present • 
to you at an early date . 

I gave a copy of t hese communications 
to Assistant Secreta ry Breckinridge Long 
last week when I was in Washington , for 
his confidential information . 

I shall be returning to Washington 
Tuesday evening , and shall be present at 
the me eting Wedne sday morning at ten 
o'clock in your office as heretofore ar­
ranged. 

With best regards, be lieve me , 

Sincerely yours , 

WCF 

"3 

"' '< .... 
0 ., 
• 
!!:: 
'< ., 
0 
;:! 

0 
• 



PRESIDENT 1 S ADVISORI COMIHTTU 
ON POLITICAL REFUGEES 

122 East Twenty-second Street 
N e w Y o r k 
March 16 , 1943 

Mr . Myron C. Taylor, 
17 Br oadway , New York . 

Dear Mr. Taylor: 

./ 

The President's Advisory Committee on Political Refugees 
at its recent meeting on March 9th discussed the pro jected 
meeting of Br itish and Amer i can representa tives at Ottawa . 
The discussion led to the draf t ing of the enclosed memorandum 
which it was s uggested that Mr . McDonald and I present to 
Mr. Sumner Welles . We have asked Mr . ~elles f or an interview 
some t ime next week. 

As you may note from t he memorandum particular problems 
arise with respect to tho provis i on of guarantie s f or tho 
removal of stateless refugees from neutna countries and with 
res pect to relief through lend- lease arrangements for s t ateless 
refugees . British Hondura s might provide an a ns wer to many 
of t hese problems as l end-lease arrangements could be made 
with the British Gove rnment provided t hey were willing to ac­
ce pt refug ees , including the stateless , in one of their colonies. 
Good land areas in British Honduras have a lready been surveyed. 
Some houses are a vailable , many more coul d be built quickl y, 
and food supplies could be moved to British Honduras more 
readily t han to any other area . 

Mr. McDonald and I will be available at your convenience 
if you wish to discuss the contents of the enclosed memorandum 
with us . 

Yours very truly , 

(Sd) GEORGE L. WARREN . 

c 0 p y 
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!larch 23 1943 

Hon. Suaner • •lleo 
Onder Seoretarr of State 
Department o! State 
Waabincton, D. c. 

Dear llr . Welles: 

The President ' s Adviaorr Oommittoo on Political Refugees 
notes with satiataction that Britioh and Onited States repre­

sentatives are to aeet soon at Ottawa to explore the poasi­
bilitieo for intercovernaental ralie! action in behalf of 
persona fleein& from persecution for religious , racial and 
political roasona. 

Tbe Committee , as you know , baa sivon ccnetant attention 
to the prcblea einoo ita appointment and in recent days bas 
civen consideration to the varioue proposals adva nced and 
particulArlr to the contente of the note delivered to tho 
British Government b7 the Secrotarr of State on February 25, 

1943 . Tba Committee hopes earnestly that tbe exploratory 
ceeting at Ottawa and the later aeeting of the Sxecutive Coll­

mittee of the Intergovernaental Coaaitte e will result in the 
early undertaking of practical measures to roecue eubatantial 

numbers of refuseee from the threat of death and persecution 

wbicb they face in Axis dominated Kurope . In tbo effort to 
achieve eucb reeulte tbe Coaaittee reepect!ully eekee the 
!ollowinc coamente and ousceetiona: 

1. Paragraph "A" of the United States note of February 
25, 1943, proposes • that t he problem should not be 
considered ae confined to pereone or any particular 
race or !aitb ae Nasi caesurae aceinst ainoritioa 
have caueed tbe !licht of persona o! various races 
and faiths .• The purpose of this proposal , in which 
we heart i l7 concur, ia that all refugees whatever tho 
origin or cause of their persecution or danger bo bene­
fited b7 tba a eaeuree to be adopted according to their 
neede. We ooneider tbie proposal extreaely iaportant 
booauee experience ba a demonetrated that those refugeoe 
wbo have boen dona t1onal1•ed b7 tbo Axle powere or by 
the countriee wbicb tber occupy or doeinate and those 
refugees wbo tbougb not denationalised lack the protec­
tion o! their governaents or origin often fail to qualify 
ae beneficiaries o! relief measures which have been 
available to naticnale of the United Nati~n countries . 
In consequence relief to tbe etateleoe refugeee and to 

tho•• who lack tba protection or any government bas 
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become a responsibility which has fallen instead of 
in a vacuum on existing private agencies and which 
indeed they have readily assumed within the limits 
of their resources. We earnestly hope that this pro­
posal will meet with final acceptance bec ause we are 
convinced that official measures will be required to 
meet the relief needs of this particular group of 
refugees if they ere to be assimilated in status with 
those who have retained their na tionali ty. 

2 . We concur in the suggestion contained in paragraph 
" B" of the note that "wheresoever practical *** arrange­
ments may be determined for temporary asylum for refugees 
as near as pos sible to the areas in which those people 
find themselves at the present time.• However , with 
respect to Europe the neutral areas of Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and Turkey present different possibilities 
which may require different treatment for each area. 
Well known reasons still continue to be a strong motive 
for private agencies to find ways and means of accom­
plishing the emigration of s ome 6, 000 to 8 , 000 refugees 
from Spain . It is reported that certificat es for ad­
mission to Palestine are available for as many as 2 , 000 
to J,OOO refugees in Spain. This number of refugees 
could be tra~ported to Lourenco Marques in Portuguese 
boats. Their removal from Spain awaits the provision 
of boats to transport them from Lourenco Marques to 
Palestine . The British Government bas indicated that 
such shipping facilities may become available in the 
future but cannot at this moment determine the exact 
date. In this circumstance the Director of t he Inter­
governmental Committee has requested the Union of South 
Africa to grant temporary haven until British shipping 
becomes available .at Lourenco Marques . , An early 
favorable decision by the Union of South Africa would 
facilitate this movement. 

It has also been proposed that from 1,000 to 1 , 500 
Polish and/or Czech r efugees in Spain might be removed 
in Portuguese boats to Jamaica for residence in Camp 
Gibraltar which is not completely occupied. It is re­
ported that the Governor of Jamaica has no t yet found 
it possible to accept these refugees . An early favor­
able decision by the Governor of Jamaica would 
facilitate the removal of this group from Spain. 
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The removal of these two groups from the refugee 

population i n Spain would facilitate the arrival of 

additional refuge•• troa France who aight reach 
Spain on their own initiative and thereafter be 
evacuate d . 

Turke:y il a neutral countr:y of transit tor refugees 

from tho Balkan countries . In exploring the possi­

bilities of t amporar:y as:ylum tor refugees this should 
not be overlooked. 

Retuceos now in Sweden and Switze rland are unable 

to de part from thooe areas be cause of the lack of 

transportation. Their nuaber baa undoubtedly be an 

controlled b:y the limits of t be resources of t be two 

countries in providing maintenance tor the refugeeo 

and b:y uncertaintiea as to their eventual emigration . 

It additional resources of aaintenance were aade 

available additi ona l refugees who might r each tbeaa 

areas on their own initiative aigbt be admitted . Such 

adaissi ons would be further facilitated b:y the 

presentation to Sweden, Switzerland and poaaibl:y 

Turkey of guaranties by governments of the United 

Nations that their nat ionals among tho refugees 

would be repatria t ed as aoon as possible after t be 

war, or efforts would be pledge d for removal in 

some other way. It would eeem to be a primar:y 

function of the British and American repre aentativea 

aeeting at Ottawa and of tb• Executive Committee of 

the I ntergovorn11ontal Co11mittee DIOeting later to 

ucu.re !rom sovernments wboae legislations permit 

or !roll an international authorit:y aiailar suarantiaa 

ot reaoval with respect to the atateleea and tboae 

who lack the protection or a government. 

Tbo propoaal contained in parasrapb •c• of tbe 

note tbat maintenance in neut r al countries be pro­

vided b:y assurancea of support from United Nations 

ausmented b:y tunds !rom private aourcoa ia con­

aiderod by tbe Coaaittee a aoat timel:y propoaal 

and we empbaaise i ta importance. Tbe Committee 

respecttul l :y auggoata that aucb o!te ra or support 

ba aade to Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey end Spain not 

only with respect to the continuing aaintonance ot 

aucb retuseoa as they may have already acce pted but 

with roapect to auch re!uaeea aa aa:y be admitted 

horea!tor to tboir territories •• a reault either of 
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infiltration across their borders or negotiationo 
with the Axis powers. With respect to refugees 
accepted in neutral countrie s as a result of negotia­
tions between tho neutral countries and the Axis 
powers the United Nations may wish to prescribe cer­
tain limitations as to tho age, sex and number of 
such refugees wbo may qualify for tbe support of ­
fere d . The Committee expresses its full confidence 
that the private agencies will pnrticipato in these 
offers of support within the limits of their 
resourcet and after consultation in advance as to 
their particular commitments . 

4. With respect to the temporary nsylum of refugees 
in countries other than neutral and their dependencies 
referred to in paragraph "D" of the note , the Com­
mittee recognizes that the enrlier flow of refugees 
to the countries of tbe ftestern Hemisphere was 
necessarily reduced for reasons o£ tho public safety 
of Western Hemisphere countries when the United States 
entered the war in December 1941 . It became 
necessary i~~ediately to organize protective measures 
and to examine applications for admiss ion with the 
groatest c are . 

Since then such protective measures have been 
adequately organized and tho refugees who have been 
admitted to Western Hemisphere countries h ave clear­
ly demonstrated their loyalties to the objectives of 
the United Nat ions . It is therefore sub ge sted that 
the resumption of the floTI of refugees i n the volume 
im~tedintely preceding the 11ar would not no w con­
stitu te a dan&e r to the public safety of the Western 
Hemisphere countries. 

Consequently, the pos•ibilities of temporary asylum 
for refugees in Canedn, the United States, Mexico, 
British Honduras , Jamaica and Cuba particularly, and 
other Latin and South American countries sbould be ex­
plored on the assumption that the methods of examina­
tion of refugees already in practice will b e full y n p-
lied and with the additional provision, if necessa r y , 

ibat with reGpect to countries 1vhere such or.easu1·es 
may f ail to be adequate because of tho co~paratively 
small volume of immigration i n recent eats r efugees 
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be admitted temporarily to relief centers until 
thorough examination of their loyalties can be ac­
complished. 

Portuguese shipping is available for the movement 
of refugees to ports in the Western Hemisphere . In 
some countries interes ted private agencies may be in 
a position to participate in the management and con­
duct of relief centers supported by public and 
private funds . British Honduras is a case in point 
where land and buildings owned by the Refugee 
Economic Corporation in New York are already avail­
able . 

The President '• Advisor y Committee on Political Refugees 
will gladly prepare data on the possibilities of temporary 
asylum in specific areas if this will prove helpful. 

Yours respectfully , 

President ' s Advisory Committee 
on Political Refugees 

James G. McDonald 

George L . Warren 
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