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Jul 8- 1937 HE WHITE HOUSE 

W ASHINGTON 

OEI'AR1~f Nl 

Jul y a, 1937 , 

t~E!lOR.AliDUU FOR 

THE UNDER SECRET~~y OF STATE 

Before I act on thi s, 

will you please let me know 

;vhat public addresses creating 

i.rri t .q,t1::m have been made? 

Have you the copy of Ambassador 

Bingham ' s speech? Perhaps when 

I come t o r ead it in t oto, it 

may s eertl 'to n.e a pre tty goat!. 

thing to have donP- , 

F . D. :t . 



--· -----· .,._ .......... ·~ ~ 

My dear Ur. President : 

D EPARTMENT OF STATE 
WA S H I HQ TOH 

July 7 , 1937 

During reoent weeks some of our Ambassadors and 

Ministers abroad have made public addressee which, 

while thoroughly wel l intentioned, have neverthel ess 

g iven rise to a considerabl e amount of irrit ation on 

the part of foreign governments and have been t he cause 

of misunderstanding by the press both at home and 

abroad. 

The Seoretary and I feel that a circular instruc­

tion of the character attached heret o should be sent as 

a precautionary measure to our Uieeione i n Europe and 

in some other parte of the worl d . Before taki ng thi s 

action, I should like to have your approval of the step 

which it i s proposed to take. Will you let me know if 

the proposed instruct on is agreeable to you. 

Believe me 

The President 

The White House . 
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CI RCULAR TELEGRA.I.I 

STRICTLY CON~'IQEliTIAL 

W oshlntton. 
July 7, 1937. 

A state of tension and uncertainty exists at present 

in the sphere of international relations ~thich evidently 

requires the observance, in the preparation of the public 

utterances of American representatives abroad, of the utmost 

caution and most scrupulous care. 

Statement s made in public >~hioh do not minutely conform 

at any given time with the a ttitude of this Government may 

l ead to misunderstandi ng and f urther aggravate a situation 

which demands, on the part of everyone, discretion, prudence 

and calm. 

You are therefore requested henceforth to communicate 

to the Department in advance for approval any speech or 

statement or portion of speech or st atement which you p ropose 

to make in public or t o communicate to the press should such 

speech or statement bear upon t he fore i gn policies of this 

Government or of other government s and should they in any 

way at all appear to be open to misint erpretation or to 

exception by foreign government s . 
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hly1, 1~ 

•r doar JU. Proalllatl 

Ou.rl rooent weelta aOIM or our Allbaaaadora all4 

JUnh'\oza abJ"Oa4 hll•• lOde publlc addr euea Wlblcb, 

while \boJ'O\I&IIlr well tntenU ooed, bo.•e neTerthele .. 

given rtee t o a oooa1derabl a a.:ooun\ or t rrU aU on on 

the par\ or !orel gn ~~ernmonte ana hl va been tbe cauao 

of miounneratanatng by \ he preae bot h a t bose and 

abroall. 

The seoro\&1'1 and I feel t~at o. cl rculaz 1nstruo-­

Uon of the cba~er aUa.ohed h er eto llhoulll be e.nt •• 

a praoautlOAal'f ~~en.aure to our 1.11u 1ona lD Europe llll4 

tn soae other par\a or tne worl d. Before laki ng tbh 

eot 1oo, I 8bou14 ltlte t o ha•e your aoproYal or t he atop 

whl ch 1t h propoaed t.o taka. 1Ul you l et 110 lmow 1! 

\be proposed tnatrucU ou h ag r ceabl a t o you. 

Belt na .. 

Fal\bhlly roura, 

t he Preal dent 

Tbe "llll u Hoaae. 

u:aw:!lW 
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